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1'new THE BQQK
The ancient Vedic text, Sri Padmapurana says -
ñYatha radha pr/óya vishnosrasyah kundam priyam tat-ha, f
Sarvagopisu sevaika vishnoraiyanta va//abha. ò _ -
Which means - . '-
"Sri Radhakund is as dear to Lord Vishnu as Sri _Ft-adha -Herserlti
It serves all the Gopis and Lord Vishnu loves it imm-eiiij$_ely;" " i ó

%%@%úes

Sri Cýaitanya Maýapmýýu has .stat-ed-I ,~è;.-_-.5.--ñó_
._tr-1..

(translated from Bengali) - ' " I è -

Radhakund IS as sweet as Radha, Zj:
Radhakund is as glorious as Radha.

. 1 }. , -.'._,-.v .' ' è ~ '.-:èl'~. >;--.-i.

"5-.'i"Ä'-.-5iY\Äi"ò<~ ñó '

My dear devotees, pray
Listen to Lord Krishna say - _

$ Y5
' iñÃH'$ý' ;:.ó.- -óii-;.~ôi saýýñWhoever bathes even once in óswayThis Kund so pure,

I grant him Radha-like love,
That's for sure!"

.0

Sripad Rupa Goswami has stated -
"Mathura is greater than Vaikuntha; within Mathura Sri

Vrindavan is greater since it is the location oi the Fiaas-/ila
festival. Therein Sri Govardhan is greater since Sri Govinda
enacts His pleasure sports here. Therein Sri Fiadhakund is ,
greater since it is flooded with the nectarine love of Goku/apati
Sri Krishnachandra. is there any conscious person who would
not serve Sri Fiadhakund that is present at the foothills of
Govardhan ?" . s
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(,óuravegaura~cýanJ1'a_ya radniýayai tadbleyq
óKrislinaya fI(,risIina-Eliaýtaya mdýýaþtaya name uamali. 0

óYatýa radiia priya vzls/inostasyaý kgmdizm priyam tatiia,
.S'arvagop1lsliu sevaiþa visýnoratyasta 'vallZ16lia.

g 1 - Sri <?aJmapurana

óVailiyntliat-janita vara madýupuri tatrapi raasotsavazý
-vrindaranyam-ud'ara-pani ramanat-tatmpigavardiianali, g _
Sri qiadiiaýundm-iýapi goliuýzpateý prema-amrita-pýwanat
Quryadlyagta virajato giritate sevat viveþi na kgli.

- .S'ripaJq{,upa Äo.s~wamz

Meaning - ñ Mathura is greater than Vaikuntha; within
Mathura Sri Vrindavan is greater since it is the location of the
Ruas festival. Therein Sri Govardhan is greater since Sri
(iovinda enacts His_ pleasure sports here. Therein 'Sri
Radhakund is greater since it is þooded with the nectarine love
oió (iokulapati Sri Krishnachandra. Is there any conscious
person who would not serve this Sri Radhakund present atthe
foothills of Govardhanó?ò
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()n the banks of River Godavari, Srimanmahaprabhu had questioned
Sri Ramananda Roy ~----

ñ Sarva tyajijivera kartavya kahan vasa ?ò

Meaning : ñGiving up everything material where ought the Jiva
live?ò

Ramananda Roy replied - ñ Vraja bhumi Vrindavan yahan Lila
Raas

Meaning : "In Vraja ð Bhumi Vrindavan where the Raas ð Lila is
performed".

Sri Rupa Goswarni has also mentioned in Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu,
that living in Vraja is one of the highest indispensable parts of
Bhajan. It is said, that, if a sadhaka cannot actually live in Vraja, he
should at least, live there mentally, always. The opportunity to live in
I )ham is very rare. However it is extremely powerful. Let alone
living, even if one comes in mere contact with Dham, Lord Krishna,
Who is the subject and inspiration of Bhava appears in the heart of an
inoffensive devotee. Sometimes we see that inspite of practising
/>/zajan for many years in the allðpowerful transcendental Dham,
I ôrema-bhakti remains far ý"om our reach. There is only one reason ð
ollcnses. If we do not know the original form (swarupa) of a
particular thing, it is an offence by itself. Especially, Sri Dham and



Sri Dhamvasis both appear to be material to an ordinary devotee. Yet,
unless and until we consider both as transcendental, our Sri Dhamvas
will never be successful. Srila Prabodhananda Saraswatipad has
written in Sri Vrindavan Mahimamrita( l7.83 )-

ñ Svananda ð sachhcid -- ghana ð rupta matir - yavanna Vrindavan
vasi jantuhu, iavat pravihstopi na tatra vindate taro -- pamdhat
padavim para!ó -- param.ò

Meaning: ñ Even if we enter Vtindavan, unless and until we consider
each and every living entity of Vrindavan as ýlled with the rasa of
blissful love, eternity and consciousness, we shall only commit
offences. Due to these offence we will never attain the highest title
(that of a maid-servant of Sri Radha).ò

Hence, before entering Sri Dham, we should deýnitely become aware
of the form, philosophy and glory of Sri Dham. The aim of this tiny
book is to reveal the original form and little bit of the glory of Sri
Radhakund-Shyamakund which are the crestðjewel of Vrajadham.

My most worshiped Nizyalila-pravihsta Sri Sri Guru Maharaj had
published a small booklet titled ñThe Appearance and Glory of Sri
Sri Radhakund and Shyamakund.ò In this booklet he had
published 20 verses composed by Srila Vishwanatha Chakravaitipad
describing the incidents after the killing of Arishtasura as mentioned
in Srimad Bhagavatarn. He had also explained these verses. Here
Srila Chakravartipad has described the creation of Sri Kundas. When
the booklets got over many Vaishnavas and ether devotees inspired
this humble unworthy person to reveal the philosophy, source, history
and glory of Sri Kund. I had to obey them most submissively.

On the completion of 500 years of Sri Sri Krishna Chaitanya
Mahaprabhuôs appearance the then Mahant Srila Shachinandan dasji
Maharaj and other virakta Vaishnavas sheltered in Sri Radhakund had
resolved to clean the mire of the lakes. The desire to commemorate
that auspicious occasion had risen in the heart of this humble person.
Hence the publication of "The Glory and Heritage of Sri
Radhakundò (the Bengali version).



This book contains facts from-------------------
1) Sri Krishna Sandarbha by Srila J iva Goswami
2) Sri Vrindavan Mahimamrita by Srua Prabodhananda
3) Das Goswami who was sheltered in Sri Radhakund
4) History of Sri Radhakund by the exðMahant of Sri

Radhakund , Srila Nabadweepa dasji Maharaj,

Srimati Prema Banerjee, a good devotee, has borne the entire cost
of publishing this text, to cherish the memory of her dear departed
husband Sri Anup Kumar Banerjee, himself a devotee par
excellence. We pray at the Lotus Feet of Sri Kundeshwari for the
welfare of her Bhajan. We would also like to extend our heartfelt
thanks to Sri Pradip Gupta and Master Pranav for offering the
priceless Computer-seva without which this text would not have been
possible. We are grateful to Srimati Purnima Basak for helping with
the proof reading.

My dear good devotees, if you rectify the mistakes made by me and
relish the glory of Sri Radhakund, then this humble soul will consider
his attempt fruitful in all respects!

$39 era lRe1@37@@Ã
%s®2Ä3.;;;%kú3ôÄ?Ä?úúY&{?gÄaÄa%a%

all is
Ananta das

**********=l=****
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Sri Sri Radha-Krishnabhyam namah

i "reýhalaý
Sri Sri Radhakund, the crest jewel of Vraja, has been
extensively gloriýed in the scriptures. However, we are unable to
pcrccive any of these glories due to our material vision. That wish
lhllilling gem of a land, the jewel studded throne under the gem-ýlled
wishing tree -- those banks strewn with coral and gems - that
lrulisccndental beauty and sweetness of gardens that are alive with
dancing peacocks, singing cuckoos and nightingales, buzzing bees,
fragrant with lotuses, served by the gentle breeze of spring - none of
lhcsc are visible to our material eyes. The scriptures say - " adrshyam
1-hurma-chaksusha," which means "invisible to material eyes."
Modern astronomers say that there are many stars, whose light has
not yet reached the world. This does not mean that they do not exist.
When this is the state of material things, then it is evident that a
dillcrcnt type of vision is required in order to perceive spiritual
things.

Alllmiigli Divine places such as Vrindavan are situated in this world,
lhcy are beyond worldly perception - just as the conscious super soul
(lô;|rzunatma) is always different and detached from the body in spite
(ll living in the material body. Just as the super soul is not destroyed
vvcn zillcr the destruction of the body, in the same way, the Divine
plzicct; do not perish even after the dissolution of the material world.
lhc (laudiya Vaishnava teachers have proved that the ôDham' or
llivimô places are as eternal as the forms of the Supreme Personality.

Not only this, Srila Vishwanatha Chakravarti has mentioned that the
ll(ó1llIllllIl illumination of the worldly Sri Dham is more beautiýil than
llw Iuilliuiicc of the transcendental places. He has said so in his
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purport to the verse "".lôrapancham nisprapanc-ho 'pi vidam vayasi
hlmlale " which is a part of 'Brahmaôs prayerô. lf we keep a diamond
a white glass vessel, it does not look so beautiful as it would have,
had it been displayed in a blue and yellow casket. ln the same way,
the pastimes of the Lord are displayed more nicely in the Dham in
this world rather than in the Dham beyond this world. Although the
Dham in this world is also transcendental, the human-like pastimes of
the Supreme Lord gain more sweetness since it is displayed in this
world. A A

Sriia Jiva Gosvami, the Gaudiya Vaishnava preceptor has made this
statement about Sri Dham in his Sri Krishna Sandarbha -

ñYa Yatha bhuvi vartante puryo bhagavatah priyah. tastatha shanti
Vaikunthe tat-tat-lilarthamadrtah. [ti skanda-vacana-anusarena
vaikunthe yad ya1'-srhanam vartate tatadeveti mantavyam, tesamapi
vaikunthanlarvul prapancatitalva nityat-alaukika-rupatva ~
b/~zagavat~nityaspadalva kuthanal, ----------dvarakaè mathuraè
gokulutmakah srii(ri.s'hnal0kalz svayam bhagavato visharaspadatvena
blzavali mrvoparili siddhum , -----esam ca prakasah prthivi ôsth0
pyantardhanasktya Iumwsprsanrzaiva virajate. Atastaya na sprsyate
prit/riv_va dibhulanrcnuirasma bhirvarahoktamahakadamba diriva,
_vt.1slu prapancikalokugocaro mathuradi prakasah lokam kripaya
pr.'hivim sprsarmeva vatirnah,-----asmimsca prakase yada
valirnobhugavunzsluda tats sparsenapi tatsparsattam sprsannevate
sruna sarnprazô tad asprstaprakase viharamanah punarasprsanneva
/>/zavuli. " c

Meaning - "All the Dham that are dear to the Lord, that exist in this
world, are also existent in exactly the same form in Vaikuntha (the
spiritual world) in order to fulýl His pastimes. According to
Skandapurana, the Dham that are present in the transcendental world
are also present in this world and the Lord enjoys Himself here. The
Dham of this world have all the qualities of Vaikuntha - which is they
are also etemal, transcendental and unworldly. Amongst all Dham,
**##********************************=l=*#*******=l<*****=l=********
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llvznnka. Mathura and Gokul are the topmost because Lord Khis"/inc:
has cnjoycd His pastimes here.

THE SYll'ARUPý OF SR1 DHKM

1' lllum exists in three ways ð
[_ l) Non ~ apparent
2) Visible
l) Apparent

( l ) NON - APPARENT MANIFESTATION : -
l is lhat part of Dham where Lord Krishna is still enjoying himself.

Although this part exists in this world, it is invisible to us. lt is
untouched by this material world. So just as we are unable to perceive
lhc great Kadamba trees (as mentioned in the óVarahapurana') on
account ofour material bodies, in the same way the world is unable to
lunch this part ofDham.

"/1prukrita Dham nahe prakrita gochar. "
- (C.(ó..)

Mi-inning - " Dham is transcendental and cannot be perceived by
inzilcrizll senses."

( J ) VISIBLE MANIFESTATION :-

ll is llml purl of Dham that we, the worldly mortals are able lo see. ll
i-. lhnl part which is mercifully touching this world. lfa person bccks
inul culls lrom beyond a great ocean, we can never go there. But ifa
-.ln|i incrciliilly arrives at this coast and takes us there, we would be
}'_llll(óllll. In lhc same way, Sri Dham has mercifully descended on this
vnilh In lake us hack to the spiritual world where we would have
llÂóV(óI ni:ni;ip,cd to go on our own. Some people think that the
+++++++++*#*****Ô********************************************
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Vrindavan we are seeing is not really Dham but just a region of this
world and that Dham existed only during the pastimes of Lord
Krishna. Such thinking is factually wrong.

In spite of being beyond all illusion and having a transcendental,
blissful and etemal form, Lord Krishna descends on this earth and
accepts many human characteristics only to shower His mercy upon
us. In the same way Dham such as Vrindavan is beyond illusion and
is transcendental. He is present on the earth eternally in order to
shower mercy upon us. Just as Lord Krishna accepts human
characteristics, Sri Dham also accepts worldly nature out of kindness
for us. Without this mercy, we would have never óbeen able to
perceive Sri Dham. As a result we would have never gained the
mercy of Dham.

(4) APPARENT MANIFESTATION :- -

When Lord Krishna descends in the visible form of Dham, He
performs various pastimes. The places where the pastimes are
performed also become apparent. This is called apparent
manifestation. When Krishna enjoys in this form, He touches the
visible part. By touching Dham, He touches the earth. Hence it is
said-

ñyavat sa padapadmabhyam sprsannaste ramapatih, tavat kalirvai
prthivim parakrantum na ca sakat. ò

- S.B.. 12.2.30.

Meaning - ñTill Earth was touched by the lotus feet ofKrishna, kali
( iron age ) was not able to attack her.ò

The visible portion touches the earth. If Krishna touches this portion,
it means He is touching the earth as well. Just now, however, Krishna
is enjoying in the non-apparent portion that does not touch the earth.
Actually, the same transcendental Vraja Dham which exists at the
**********=l<*******=l<*************=|=****************=l=******=l<****
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peak of the spiritual world and is the abode of Krishna ôs eternal
lmslimcs, has appeared in inýnite portions of inýnite universes viz.-

ñBeyond the material world lies the spiritual world. Its opulence is the
sntne as that Of the Deity of Krishna. All Dham such as Vaikuntha are
eternal, opulent and conscious. Lord Krishna and His incarnations
test therein. Above this is Krishna-loka (the abode of Krishna). It
colnpriscs of Dvaraka, Mathura and Gokul. Above all is Sri Gokul,
the place where the Brajavasis live. Sri Gokul, Shvetadvip,
Vrindavan are its names. It is non-different from the eternal conscious
and opulent form of Krishna. It extends above and below - it is
unlimited. By Krishnaôs wish it is manifested in the universe. It has
only one form ð- never more than one. It is a touchstone land,
cuttlztining forests ýlled with wish fulýlling trees. When we see with
tnulcrial eyes, we feel it is just like this world, but when we see with
|ovc~lillúd eyes, we are able to see its original form complete with
tiopus, Gopis and Krishna all enjoying together.ò

----- (C.C)

frnr-1 snlaaurnror aatmnxunu

We shall ýrst describe this original form of Sri Radhakund ð
Slxyamakund and then speak of the visible manifestation. Srila
l'mlèotlhananda Saraswati, a dear associate of Mahaprabhu has
tlc.-trrilietl the natural beauty of Sri Kunda in his book Sri Vrindavan
Mnltimamritam in this manner -

Iô: tl/llòU divya-maIlikaðIavanga-jati yuthika, kadamba-
4/mnl]u1/trlvali ðsthalaravinda vithibhih, sirisa-kundaðketaki-
/tN.\'Il!lI/)/Ill kimsukadibhi r rman0gya- madhavi lataaþ/ananta
/mxpuvullihhih. *1 OZ *

0tttititIlOiiUt#1*##***#**#*##****##**##**#*##*#*****#Ô####*#
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Priyangu naga-kesarairAsh0ka-karnikarkaih sfutazýmukta-sapta!að
suvarrta-yuthikadibhih,viChitrabhedajhimóikaðsugandhabandhu
jivakai rhayari---kubjakadibhih prafullite-vicitritam.
*103 *

Meaning --- ñ The Sri Kund at the foothills of Giriraj Govardhan
have such wondrous beauty! It is decorated with fully bloomed
Divine þowers such as Arabian jasmine, cloves, varieties of jasmine,
Kadamba, Champaka, land lotus, gumwtree, pine, safflower, inýnite
flowerðladen creepers such as Myrtle, Kinsuka (tree with red
flowers), enchanting Priyangu, Nagakesar, Ashoka, Karnika, golden
Jasmine etc. variety of Jhintika, fragrant Hayari and Kubjakaò.

ViChifra paliava-udgamaih-viChitra puspa sambhrtair viCóhitra paira
manjarir viChiira guechajaiakaih, vz'Chizóra saurabhadayair viChirra
sidhuvarsihhih, viChz'tra rucirujjvalaih paraisca
sakhibhirvrtam. *1 04 *

Meaning - ñ The Kundas are adorned with a variety of leaves, variety
of flowers, variety of inflorescence, variety of leaf-bouquets and
variety of brilliant trees ýlled with variety of fragrances and
showering variety of honey.ò

ñRadha - Krishna -- rahah katha-anuvadanat ascarya-madhuryavai
dhanaih srisukasarika vyatikaraivananda sarasavadam, karnakarsi
kuhuh kuhuriti kalapairvrtam kokilair nrtyanmatta mayuramanya
vihagaischanda kotahalam ñ *
I 05 *

Meaning ~ ñ Sri Radha-Krishnaôs nocturnal conversations are being
loudly and sweetly translated by the parrot -ð couples. Their bliss is
being enhanced by the cooing cuckoos. The Kundas are echoing with
the inexpressible sweet atmosphere of singing cuckoos and dancing
peacocks.ò

***##*=l=****#*****#*****=l=************************##***********
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ñ ltm mm lltvu nava-manju kunja-valayam sobha-èvibhuz'ya
umlum In /ham divya-viChitra ratnala-tilakady-ananda puspasriya,
. m!u.\'!<1/; ravaram vara-upaltzaranairadhyam sarrzarnraddadhad radha-
rmulhuvu hhukta bhogyamakhila nandaika samrajyabhuh ò . *106*.

Mt-uninp, - ñTherein lie new, attractive flower-groves that are of
ll|L'tIIl||)1llóilI)IC beauty. There are blissful creepers laden with
p,c.mstones. In the flower groves there is a superb bed which is
conspicuous due to sheer luxury. It is decorated all around with
nrliclcs that have been used and the ones that will be used by the
I livirw ( '0uple. Thus every corner is flooded with biiss.ò

"A-Imlh_va tadrsa kunjamandalamaha Kandam mahamohanam
.wimlrunandamaharasa mrtabharaih svacchaih Sada sarnbhrtarn
numtintddhacatustativilasitam sadralna sopanavar tirrham
.\'rmztusatkadambaka -talacchaya rnanikuttiznam. ñ *107*

Meaning a~- ñOh I Amidst these flower-groves exist the all-èattractive
Kmnlus --- always ýlled with most blissful, clear nectarine water --
their hanks are bound with precious jewels, their steps are decked
with gems and under the shade of the Kadamba trees there are
bejeweled pavements. ñ

ñt it It//l(l}{(IL1/'ILllóGya tayoraiimudam kur"vatparapres1'haya rnana-divya~
i'tl.\nIIuI!ltl~(In(lvC1S6U'ú vjyanjatiayoh pritaye, ascayam kamala-
mptilud: ltutakayonmilayan-milayan nanaratnamaya ca hatarnbudhi-
uluvurn vyanjan-nikunja a'ikam.ò

*108*

Mctminp, ñTo bring about blissful enjoyment for the supreme most
I >1 vmv ( 'uuplc, the Kundas are ýlled with less water somewhere and
t|tóLó|) water elsewhere. Some parts are ýlled with juices. To entertain
I ltvtt I .< )I'"(iSiIIpS there are wonderful lotuses and water lilies that keep

oi-+~0è+0-I--0-01-alert:1*=l==|==|==H=#=H=**#IF=l==l==l==l=**###=l=*=l=**#=l=**=I=**#****#**=!=**
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opening and closing their petals. The wavelets are reþecting the
brilliance of the gem-studded þower groves.ò

ñNirmaryada mahasaurabha chamat karairvi vardhisnubhi
rmadhuryaisca pade pade adbhutatbamairomnam muhur harsanaih
nana ratnasarojini kumudini mukhair mahasundaram kirnam
puspacayaishtata ksitiruham syandairmadhunamapi. Madhyevari
ratotkayoh rasikayorvyanjanni kunjottamam yadva ratnamaya
atisundaragrham sarvalivismapakam ambhahsambhavadeva val/ha
paritoscordham tale svacchasad ramaksauhini - samihito pakarane
divyaprasunantare ò , * 109-110*

Meaning ð ñGne is thrilled every moment by the greatly exuberant
fragrance and the ever-increasing sweetness of the lotuses, water lilies
and other þowers that pervade the þower-groves in which the Divine
Couple sports. One may behold very beautiful wondrous gem-studded
abodes of the sakhis being reþected in the water, appearing as if they
are ascending from the Kunda itself. All around there are collections
of requirements kept on clear, beautiful gem þoors. There are Divine
þowers deep inside the Kundas as well.ò - t

ñMahamanimaya-ujvalattata catustaye tyullasad viChitra ð~ balmè
mandana-adbhutamaho lata mandape viChitra bahu-panklika sýaaè
kadamba-mukhya-adbhuta ca hatamritamaya drumavalisamrddhi
sobhadbhutam ò. '*111 *

Meaning ~ ñom This Kunda is all decorated with wonderfully
brilliant and nectarean Kadamba trees in full bloom. Adorned with
various creepers they stand row by row on the four illuminated and
bejeweled banks of the Kzmda.ò _

"RadhaKrishna-parokandarpa-lrsna-sindhorvrddhimtanvadatyantam
eva alyascaryam kelivaidagdhyavrindam, vrindaranyanandinoh
sadisaitatò

< *I12. *
**#******#***-*#***####*###****è#***-***#**##*#**Ô**#*#****####*
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Meaning - ñO Sri Kunda ! You, who extremely enhance the inýnite
amorous thirst of Sri RadhaðKrishna, please reveal unto me the
wonderful and skilful pastimes of the Divine Couple of Sri
Vrindavanò.

As an answer to his prayer he was further -inspired by a sweet
pastime in the Kunda -

ñ Madhurað-madhura-gunjan-manjurolamba-punje kanaka-kamaliml
nam kanane yatra radha priyamadh-igalavakatra bhrantikam
padmacumbe svapi nijamukha cumbenasvasantamjahas ò

*ll3*

Meaning ~ ñOnce, in the groves of golden lotus-buds in the Sri
Kunda, Shyamasundar had kissed a bunch of golden lotus-buds
surrounded by sweetly humming bees misiitaking it to be Radharani ôs
face crowned with rippling tresses. Seeing this, Radharam? had
giggled abundantly and then paciýed him by offering Her face te be
kissed.ò -

i"ý;K Bud-ITYW a1teiia:tntÄóe
Srila Krishnadas Kaviiaj Gosvami, who gained the endless mercy of
Sri Mahaprabhu has described in detail the transcendental form of
Radha-Shyamkund and the positions of the þower groves in the
seventh chapter of Sri Govinda Lilamrita. ------

ñParito mani-sopana-valibhih parivestitam, caturðbhir~mani-
samvaddha-tirthayir-diks'_u susobhitam. Tirth0parisphzrrad-ratna-

*******************#***********#**************#**************
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mandapaih sanganairyzam, tattirthorbhaya-parsvastha-manikuttirna-
manditam " *2-3 *

Meaning ð ñOh! Sri Sri Radhakund has such inexpressible beauty!
On all four sides there are bejeweledisteps and banks made of gems.
On all four banks, there are bejeweled altars and both sides are
adorned with eight benches made of gemstones.ò

"Pratimandapa-parsvasthat-taru-sakha-valambanaih gutam- nann-
puspa-vasas-Chitrair-dola - catustayaih. Yarnye champakayoh purve
nipayoramrayoh pare, saumye bakulayorvaddha-ralna-hindo Iikan-
vitam ò *4-5*

Meaning ð- ñEach pavilion is þanked on both sides by swings hanging
from branches of trees. The swings are decked with various þowers
and decorations. The swings hang from Champaka trees in the south,
from the Kadamba trees in the east, from mango trees in the west and
Bakula trees in the north. The swings are made of gemstonesò.

ñPurvagneya ~ disormadhye priya kundena sangatam, tatrordhe
stambha-kalambi - Chitrasetu ð samanvitam
*6*

Meaning - ñIn between the east and south - east; where RadhaKunda
meets Shyama Kunda, there is a beautiful bridge erected on gem-
studded pedestals.ò

ñGalaðhrd-udara nabhi-sroni.-janurudaghnaih sarudadhi-
vasukonair-mandal-angaisca kaiscit, sisiramanu samusnaih
grismakale susital- suvidha mani-nibaddhrir-diksu sopan-ayukraish.
Maniruci-jalavici bhranti trsnabhibuta patita - vihagavrinda cchaloo
balantaralaih, pariyan yuta~ radhaKrishnay0rnarmagasthi - pramada
krdupavesalpavedi - susobhaih. Nicita prthutalanam
kuttimaisChitravarnaih kusumitað bahuvalli - slishtaskha bhrgianam

*#*###**##$#*###Ô###*###*$***Ô*#**#***##**####*#*#*#****###*#
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ghanadala phalapuspa srenibharanatanam vitatibhirabhitah
samvestitam padapanam ò * 7~*9*

Meaning - ñThe vicinity of Sri Radhakund is covered with rows of
various prominent trees bowing low, weighed down with dense
leaves, þowers and blossoming creepers. At the roots of the trees
there are wide, gem-studded pavements decorated with fountains.
Such pavements are cool during summer and warm in winter. There
are cascades of various shapes, made of gems. Some are as high as
one's shoulder, or chest, or knees or waist etc. Some are square,
octahedral or round. If you chance upon such gemcascades all of a
sudden, you would mishtake them for water-fountains. Sometimes
thirsty birds are seen diving and falling on them. Amongst these
cascades, Radha - Madhava constantly stroll with their friends.ò

ñCatuskonesu vashanti-catuhsala-bhiravrtarn, vanira-kesarAsh0ka-
nikunjaih parito vrtam. Tadvahih paktrima-pakva-phaIa~pusp0t-
karakaraih, paritah kadali-sandaiwmanditam s.ital-
acchadaihtadvahirvahyo pavanaslishta puspatavivrram, svamadhya -
saliladiv)/at sasetu ð- ratna-mandiram ò

Meaning -ð ñAll around the banks there are vernal quadrangles
surrounded by groves of Vanir, Kesar and Ashoka trees. Banana trees
decorated with ripe and unripe fruits, þowers and cooling leaves,
further þank them. This beautiful sight is topped with the marvelous
gem-studded altar conceded to the þower - gardens through a bridge
on the water.ò

Nanapuspa - phalocchari - vanadevi - gananvitaih, sevopacara -
samsakia - kunjadasi - satavrtaih.. Phalarama - puspavati
madhyasthair vrindayacitaih, sev0pakaranagar- ikarairabhito
vrtam. ò *13-14*

Meaning ð ñUnder the leadership of Sri Vrindadevi, one can ýnd
innumerous þowers laden with the ingredients of service to the
***##*****######***#*###***##***##*#**##*******#******##*###*
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Divine Couple. Goddessesof the forest are seen collecting fruits and
tubers. The þower-groves are surrounded by hundreds of
maidservants.ò D

òRturayadi sarvartu-guna-sevita-kananam, vrinda- sammrsto
gandhambhah samsikiadhvangana layam. Taya ioranakollaca ~=
patakalamba - gucchakaih, paus paiscitrite kunjadhvw dole
calvaramandapam. ò *15-16*

Meaning - ñThe gardens are served by various seasons such as
spring, and are cleansed by Sri Vrinda. The pathways, courtyards and
dwellings are moistened by fragant breeze. The þower - arches, þag
- staff, the grove- paths decorated by þower bouquets, swings and
pavilions all are wonderfully beautiful.ò A i

ñNavakamciiadalali - paiiavavrntanana kzrsurnameita sayyocchirsa ~
chandropadhanaih, sanzadhucasaka - tanibuia mbuparradi - yuktaih
suvalita - taiaiilagaro kwzja prapancam. Kahlara raktotfpafa -
ptindarikam pankorrzhendivora ~ kairavonam. Ksoroin rnarandaisco
patatparagaih suvasilambhah piasaram samantar. ò *5 7-18*

Meaning -ð ñThe goves of Sri Kuncfa are decorated with fresh
hunches of lotus, ieaþets, heds of þowers petais, pillows, cushions,
honeyð ýlled girnlets, betel-leaves and water-sprinkier. The horizon is
fragrant with sweet scent emanating from the water that is pertumed
by pollen dust and droplets of honey dripping from hilly bloomed
lilies, iotuses, Kahlar, red-lotuses, biue-lotuses and other aquatic
þowers. ñ

ñHams-sarasa datyuha madgu-kokadi patrinam varataðlaksmana-
dinam kalalapaih Srutipriyam. Sarisukanarn-anyonya prthagasanga -
ranginam Krishna-Iila-rasollasi kavyalapa~ðmanoharam. JaIada-
bhrantikrn-Krishnakantiya pranaya-unmadaih,
adannrtyacchikhivratair vyaptarama ð tatajiram.Harita~ paravata
catakadika - pradhrsta - nanavidha Chitrapakshinam,
************#****#*#********##***#**#*****#***$**##*##**#**#*
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krishnelcsananananda - viphulla - varsmanam karnamrita -
dhvanamanangya ð kananam Rakesarbuda - nirmanchya -
radhesasyendupyibhih, chakorairnyakkrlyakta - chandrairvrtaðð
nabhastalam ò *21-23*

Meaning - ñBirds such as ducks, swallows, cranes, signets, swans,
cormorants and parrot-couples sport and converse with each other
about the sweet and savory pastimes of Krishna. The peacocks
mishtake Krishna to be ciouds and start calling and dancing sweetly
in the govecourts. On seeing Krishna, the parrots, pigeons, swallows
and other birds are thrilled and happily make joyous prattling sounds.
The Chakora birds abandon the sky beautified with moon, in order-to
drink the honey from the lotus - face of Krishna that puts evena full-
moon to shame I ñ

ñVz]z9akva-jôala-pakvaphalaih kusumaðallavaih, mukulairðmanjarri~
bhisca namrair-va!li-drumair-wtam. Aneka ~ padmakaramadhyw
samstltzitam harervitasanvita - tira - nirakam, nanojbja ~
kam}/ucchalitam nirantaram gunairjilaksira ð samudramadhhutam.
Svasadrktiraniranirena Krishna - padabjanmarza, niya parsvopaviste
nArz'shta kundena sangatam ò *24-
26*

Meaning ð- ñOh? For the pleasure of Lord Hari, the charming shores
and water of Sgri tkaelimimnd are shaelowed by wees laden with ripe,
half-ripe, and unripe fruits, young shoots, flowers, inþorescence,
þower- spikes and creepers. Vast Lotus- forests exist on the floor of
the Kunda, the brilliance of which is reþected in its waves, thus
mocking even the rnilk~ocean (the abode of Lord Vishnu). Its shores
and water mingle with Sri Shyamakund that has risen from Lord
Krishna's lotus -feet. i

"Tire kunja yasya bhantya stadiksu presthalinam svasva namna
prasidha tabhih promna hastena yatnat kridatustyai presthayoh
*****#**#**********##****************###***#********#*#**#*$*
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samskrtya ye. Tattat kastha - pranta - vicchinnasimarama-udaya
navesanam-sanvitasca tattat simabhyanlaro tpanna - vrksa - sreni ð
yugmacchanna - vartmaliyuktah. Upari tanu - tarangakara -
critrancisuddha -sphatikamani - citanyasphara -vartmani tani,
marakata - manivrindairacit-abhyantarani pratanu - Iaharikulya -è
bhrantimut padayanti. Manicayaracanabhi svesu bhitti-bhraman
drak svanikata - manibhittau catmabuddhim dadhadbhih,
upavanayugamadhye dvaravrindairyutani , pravisaditara Ioke
darshanadeva bhanti" *2 7-
30* g

Meaning - "On the banks of Sri Radhakund, from North to North -
west, there are eight groves belonging to eight dearest Sakhis. Since
they are the abodes of the pleasure - sports enjoyed by the Divine
Couple, the sakhis maintain them and cleanse them with their own
hands. Small gardens, woodlands and studios surround each grove.
Various trees standing in rows shade the pathways to the groves.

Since the narrow pathways are made of small picturesque, waveè-like
pure crystals and the middle portion is ýlled with emeralds, they look
like tiny wave ýlled streams. The paths lead to the doorways
connecting two small gardens, The doorways are decorated with gems
in such a way that ordinary people would mishtake the walls to be
doors and vice versa."

T%KÄRJL3$ OFTHE ASH'!'AsSikKHÄS

LALITA-ANANDAD-KUNJA : - ( The flower - grove that
causes pleasure to Lalita)

41*##1###*##*#####i=8#####*#**#***##$=0=***$=l=#*#$**##*####*###**#*
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"Chakasrjvudicyam disi trzhasannidhavananga rangambuja- nama -
catvaram, padmabha - kunjasta - dalairvirajitam suhema -
rambhavaii - kesaranvitam Sahasrapatrambuja -asannibhim sphurat
suvarna -sat kuttima - manjukarnikam lilanulyocita ~ santatollasa -
duistirnata- laghavamunnata prabham. Lalita sisyaya nit)/am
kalavatya susanskrtam, sarvartu - sukha sampannam nanakeli -
rasakaram" *3]-33*

Meaning - "ln the north of Sri Radhakund there is a quadrangle
named 'Ananga rangambuja'. It is surrounded by eight groves shaped
like an eight - petalled lotus. Superior golden bananas are its stigma,
gold benches shaped like thousand petall-ed lotuses form the seed -
vessel. The quadrangle expands sometimes and contracts at other
times, as required by the pastimes ofRadha-Krishna.

lt is extremely brilliant and luminous. Lalitaôs disciple Kalavati is
always careful about its maintenance. The joys of all seasons are
available here, according to the pleasure ofTheir Lordships."

"LaIitanandadam Radha Krishnayoh savayasyoh, nikzmjarajayoh
pattailzfaindiram sphuradindiram. Manikyakesarasreni vestitam
svamakarnileam vahirvahih kramadvarDhamana samkhya
pramanakaih.Ekaikavarna - sadrama - kadambena eitaih prthak,
racitam bahubhiscaru samapatrah ð mandaiaik. " *34-36*

Meaning ~ "This Lalitanandadkunja ýlled with all the sakhis is the
chief Temple and the King of all the kunjas. It is opulent with the
transcendental beauty of Sri Sri Radha - Madhava. The grove is lotus
- shaped, its ýlaments are made of ruby, its seed - vessel is made of
gold and each petal is made of different gemstones. Outside the seed-
vessel are the filaments bordered with petals whose size and number
increase gradually."
"Pancendriya-alhada-karaih saityaayabyagu - nairyutam, tadvahih
kramasah svarnair-vaiduryair-indrw nilakaih. Sphatikaih padma-
ragaisca citair-mandapa-è pancakaih, sobhitam mandapa-svantarana~
#*##*#*=lI*#****#*##***##*##=l=*###8####*=ll**#*##*$*=!I####$*#**#####
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rama- vinirmitaih. e Kevalair-mithumó-bhava - sangatair-mrga
paksibhih " devairnrbhirjvutam
canyaiscitritairasadzpanaih.Pancavarna ~ bhuriChilra - palm - puspa
visphurat kesaradi ysakhi - sakhikali - sadvitanakam, antar asyabhati
janudaghna - ralnakuttimagara - madhya - karnika - sahasm
paiTasarasam." ~ *37-40*

Meaning ~ "Five festive-beeths surrounding the ýlaments are
enhancing the ineempasable beauty -ef the kunja. They are studded
with gold, chrysoberyl (cafs eye), sapphire, qnartz and ruby
respectively. They delight the ýve senses and are cenling. In the
center, there are gennstudded statues of deer, birds, denii-geds,
human beings, gaedhaiwas, kirmams (heavenly rnnsieians and artists}
and other living beings in love-making posture, thereby creating an
atmosphere ef arder, Trees beantitied with white, red, geen, yellnw
and blue colored þewers and leaves form snpericn" canopyg Snell
wonderful festive-booths also centain lanee-high gem-studded
benches resembling a seedmvessel."

VASANTA-SUhDA-KUNJA : - ( the þower greve that
harbnrs the joys (sf spring) l

"Amsaleè-puspitAsh0ka-"vallimandaia-sancnyaih siiaruna-harira~pita-=
Shyama-puspaih praka2'pita1ih.Padmapnspa~ dala~karair-upakuzyau
ashiakair-vrtam pmvirza - radrs*~Ash0kaier*n kunjwè
varatakam. Vasanta sukhadam yasynz bhmgaekeltil - neditana
Vaymgyam disi bhalyaszadala - kunjambujam -- dalana ò

Meaning - "In the North -s west nf Anangwrangarnbnja quadrangle,
there is Vasantasukhad þower-got/e, It is ýlled with Ashoka
creepers and þowers from top to bottom. It is adorned with white,
orange, green, yellow and dark blue þowers. It is designed with
various creepers. Huge Ashoka trees laden from top to bottom with
þowers i are its ýlaments and it is surrounded by eight lctus-shaped

*****=l=****#****#*#*****'****#*******=l==k**#*=l=*****=l=**********#*=II

16



óTie ÄlbgvþnJ.ó7ó{eritagc QfS1'iSri4(gdliaýmJ
Iiitiiiiiiiýiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiýiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiýti

small kunja. It is always a-buzzing with the sweet sound of bees and
cuckoos. ó

PADMA MANDIR : ( The Lotus - Temple)

.\'ripadmaMandiram namam nairrtyam rajate dalam, Caturdvaram
vatusparsve Vatayana Samanvitam.Nanamanicitaneka - Chitrabhitti -
catustayam, antah saKrishnZ1 gopinam purvaragadi
<.-estitaih.RaskunjaviIasaisca Ialita cilritairyutam, putanArishta -
samharadyanta - taccairitairvahih. *44-46*

Meaning-"There is a spot named Sri Padma Mandir in the South-west
of Lalitanandad kunja. It has doors and windows on all four sides. Its
walls are studded with gems. Lalitadevi has painted various pictures
on the walls, such as - courtship of Krishna and the gopis, Raas -
dance, dalliance in the þower - groves. Outside she has painted all the
pastimes of Krishna right from killing of Putana to the killing of
Arishta." _'

" Ratnali - dyuti - kinjalkam sad-garbhagara - karnikam vahirabja
dalakarai rvrtam sodasa-kosthbkaih Tat-tad-yugantaral-asthaiw
dvyasto pakosthakair-api urddhe tadrk - sannivesa - sphuradat-
talika-anvitam. Antarantah kramad-ucca - nirbhitti - stambha-
panktisu sphatikisu suvinyasta pravala - balabhi - kule. Chaditena
maharatna - pata Iaishtaryag-urdhagaih, bhrqiitena sukumbhena
sikharena virajitam. Atyuccerta vanaloka sukhadena niiesayoh
mukta parsva-trtiyoccakhandena-èca-sumanaditam. " ' "47-51*

Meaning - "There are sixteen mansions shaped as lotus - petals. Its
rooms are its seed- vessel and brilliant gems make up its ýlament.
Within these sixteen mansions, there are sixteen small mansions. In
the upper portion of the Temple there are sixteen mansions having
smaller mansions. Over and above there are crystal pillars decorated
with coral turrets which are topped with an ascending curved roof
made of most precious gems to protect from rain etc. On the roof
ttmnaotititan1:zsavsatttzttttzssstttttttttsazaot#=t=tt###ôÂ=r##t-1
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there are well-decorated gem-ýlled pinnacles that spread joy all
around. On the third floor of this Temple, there is a balcony
surrounded by various gemstenes. Sri Sri Radha-Krishna admire the
beauty of the woodlands from the top of this high-rise mansion."

"Adhoratna-citaneka - Chitra ð citrena bhasvata, upa-kuttimadi-
gantardiksu sopana - sobhina. Kantha-daghna tivistima - kuttimena~
abhitovrtam, paritastavaduccnam _ prantotpannam-mahiruham.t
Phalaih puspasca samslishta kuttimapranta deshakam
keliratnakaram raa"ha.Krishnay0h savayasyayeh '1'
*52-54*

Meaning- "Below are small pavements studded with gems and
painted with attractive pictures. In between each pair of such
pavements, there are þights of stairs surrounded by neck - high
pedestals strewn with þowers and fruits. In the background, trees
laden with various þowers and fruits are spreading geat beauty every
where, This is the reservoir for all sports indulged in by Sri Radha -è
Krishna along with their sak!2is"

H]NDGLA--KUTTHVI : ( Swing - Ground)

Madhyagau Radhiicacyutau, Gag/adanyavayasyabh Agneyam Bhati
Pasmabha Samahindola Kuttimam Purvapara-digutpanna - pravina
- bakulagay0h.Saei Kincid-vinirgatya Gatya Vakrordhayapari
Militabhyam Susakhabhyam Chaditam Mandapakrti.
Tacchakhamula - Samnaddhaih Pattarajju s- Catustayaih,
Drdharbaddha Catuskanam Nabhimatrocca ~
Samstithi.Padmaragasca Pattibhih pravalaja - padstakoih, ghatitam
hastamatrocca - pathivestama kesaram. Dvyasta palrambuja kara è~
ramali - Chizrakarnikam, dvidvi padanvitambhoja ~ dalabhasta -
dalairvrtam. Ratnapatti kesaranta-raóvar~ashzóaka - susamyutam,
Daksine dala - parsva-stharo-hadvara - dvayankitam. Laghustam
bhadvayasakia - Patti prstha valambakam, Patta tutilasan-madhyam
Parsva-prstho-padhanakam Nan-Chitram-sukaiscchannam Svarnwè
1|=*****=l==l=#*1!*=l=*******$*1l==l=$#*************ÄI=****=l=**=k********#***=Ä=
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sutrambarairapi, Lasac-chandravali - Muktadama -
Gucchavitana/cam Yczrra-astadala-galinam irvrinda dolayatis varau.
Suarudha - Radhaeyutayoh Sarvabh1'mukhat-0 Karam, Hindola-
ambujamabhati Madanandolana . bhidham ò
*55-64* I

Meaning - "In the south - east corner of Lalitanandad kunja there are
gem-ýlled swing - gounds shaped as lotuses. In the east and west, a
pair of Bakula trees is forming a curved canopy on this gound. From
the roots of these branches, an attractive swing has been let down. All
foursides of the swing are tied/sýrrnly with jute ropes. The swing is
navelè-high. It has eight straps oft ruby and eight lotuses of corals. It is
surrounded by two rows of lotuses. s

The swing has tinyó pillars to support the backsides of Radha ~~
Krishna. In the middle there are silk mattresses, and there are
cushions at the side and back. These are covered with wonderfully
painted cloths embroidered with golden threads. The seat is shaded by
a canopy decorated with artificial moons, pearl - strings and þowers.
The Divine Couple seated on this eight - petalled lotus - swing,
surrounded by eight prineipai sakhis, each seated on a petal, is swung
by Vrindadevi. She is assisted by other sakhis standing below, singing
sweet songs. When Radha-Krishna ascend that swing, that can set
Cupid a - fluttering, each sakhi feels as if the Divine Couple is right in
front of her."

MADHAVA-ANANDAD-KUNJA : -- ( The þower - grove that
courses pleasure-to Madhava)

"A isyanyam bhaty-asta-èparram madhavi-kunja sarasam, madhava-
anandadam-ènama nan-alilopahara-yuktam. Phulla-è-malatibhiraslishta
~ narma-sakha-bhujovrajaih, chaditam I phulla-punn-=agaischandra-
kanti eitantaram. Padma-patrakara kunjair-vestitam svarna~
karnikam, udicyam manè-ikinjalkam bhati kunjam sitambujam.
##**********#*=l=*#**********#*#***\**********#***************=|=*
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Narmasakha bhujaslishta - phullahemalata cayaih, tamalaih kalpitam
jisn-unilaratna-vaticitam. Nilap-admadala karai-rupakunjasta
kairvrtam, suvarna-karnikam pracyam bhati kunjasitam-bujam.
avacyam padmaragadi - citantarbahya mandalam, Iavangais
chaditam phullairbhati kunja-arun-aambujam" Kunjam hemambujam
bhati praticyam phulla-champakaih, vallibhischaditam hemacita
vahyantaralakam. Evam-uttarad-ikkunya bhanti radha haripriyah,
nanavama karabhedat drsam vismayakarinah. " "65-72*

Meaning - "In the North-east corner of Lalitanandad kunja, there is a
grove of Madhavi þowers that has the shape of an eight - petalled
lotus. It is ýlled with many ingredients for Divine pastimes. In the
north of Lalitanandad kunja, there is a þower grove called Sitambuja
( white lotus ). It is shaded by fully-bloomed Nagakesar þowers
(Mesua roxburghii) whose trees are embraced by creepers of Prafulla
Mallika (Jasminum zambac). Its middle portion is. studded with
moonstones, the seed~vessel is golden, the filaments are gem-filled.
This þower-gove is surrounded by eight lotus-shaped kunjas. In this
way, Lalitaôs kunja is surrounded in all eight directions by þower
groves that are dearest to Radha - Krishna, and are so colorfuló and
beautiful that they are the objects of admiration of one -and all.

To the east of Lalita's grove, there is yet another beautiful grove
called 'Asitambuja Kunja'. It is shaped as a blue-lotus. It is embraced
by slender branches and surrounded by fully bloomed golden
creepers. It is decorated with Tamal trees and studded with precious
blue gems; It has a golden seed-vessel and it is surrounded by eight
small groves that are lotus - shaped. To the south of Lalita's kunja
there is another þower-grove called ôArunambuja'. Its interiors and
exteriors are made of rubies and it is shaded by ýxlly bloomed clove
creepers. To the west is Hemambuja that is shaded by fully bloomed
Champaka trees and golden Charnpaka creepers. Its interior and
exterior are golden.

$$##óÔ####8#$##$$###$#####1##?*#####"#####*##-$#$#Ô#*Ô####*#óÔ#~##
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MADANA-SUKHADA-KUNJA : ( The þower grove that gives
pleasure to Madana, the god of love)

" lôrati-vidisam-udancac:-champakananc-aturna- maruna - harita -
pita - Shyama- puspoccayanam. Vara - parimala - dhara krsipta -
gundhan-taranam prati-disam-adhirahan - madhavi - vestitanam.
Vyatisumilita - tiryam-nirgataih kaiscid-anyai rupar-ighatita -
sungaih snigdha sakha samuhaih, suka - pikam-adhupanam nila-pita-
nunananam rrgadhura ~ ninada - ramyqi-schaditah saudhatulyah.
*73-74*.

Meaning - " To the North-east of Sri Eladhakund; there is a famous
grove called 'l\/ladanasukhadaó. It belongs to Vishakha sakhi. It has
Your huge Champaka (rlliehelia Champaka) trees in all four corners.
'lóhey bear red, gees, yellow and dark colored flowers whose
fragrance outdoes all other fragrances and keep everybody
entertained. This grove is made attractive by blue, yellow and green
colored meL_odhicus parrots, cuckoos and bees. Madhavi creepers
embrace the cum/óed branches of Charnpaka trees. Vishal<haôs grove is
shaded by calm, peaceful trees and resembles a palace" _

"Sthala Jala - Janipuspaih Pallavaih Kalaptanana - Bharana -
Vasana - Sayya - Sadvitanad Purrnah, Aruna - Visada - Pita -
Shyama ~ Padmotpaladyai - Rdisividisi Sanalaih Kalpitaneka
Chilrah" *75*

Meaning - l'This flower - grove is adorned by terrestrial and aquatic
þowers. It is complete with clothes, beds and canopies. It is decorated
with a variety of lotuses such as red, white yellow and green.
Beautiful þowers are strewn everywhere. "

".Iathara-sarasa-lakaih palla vaisChitra puspai rghatita mrdukavati
pravrtadvaswatuskah, madakala calabhrn-gahanikini - dvarapalo
manicaya - citabhumi - dvyasta-patrabjw madhyah" *76*

*##******#***#***************#*#****#***#**$****#********#**#
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