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ABOUT THE BOOK =
The ancient Vedic text, Sri Padmapurana says -
“Yatha radha priya vishnostasyah kundam privam tatha, o

Sarvagopisu sevaika vishnoratyanta vallabha."
Which means -

"Sri Radhakund is as dear to Lord ‘u’lshnu as Sri Radha Herself,
It serves all the Gopis and Lord Vishnu loves it immensely.”

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu has stated
(translated from Bengali) -

Radhakund is as sweet as Radha,
Radhakund is as glorious as Radha.

My dear devotees, pray
Listen to Lord Krishna say -

"Whoever bathes even once in
This Kund so pure,
| grant him Radha-like love,
That's for sure!"

Sripad Rupa Goswarmi has stated -

"Mathura is greater than Vaikuntha; within Mathura Sri
Vrindavan is greater since it is the location of the Raas-lila
festival. Therein Sri Govardhan is greater since Sri Govinda
enacts His pleasure sports here. Therein Sri Radhakund is
greater since it is flooded with the nectarine love of Gokulapati
Sri Krishnachandra. ls there any conscious person who would

not serve Sri Radhakund that is present at the foothills of
Govardhan 7* : |
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(urave gaura-chandraya radkikayai tadalaye,
Krishinaya Krishina-bhaktaya tadbhaktaya namo namah.

Yatha radha priya vishnostasyah Rundam priyam tatha,
Sarvagopishu sevaikg vishnoratyasta vallabha.
- Sri Padmapurana

' Vaikunthat-janita vara madhupuri tatrapi raasotsavad-
. vrindaranyam-udara-pani ramanat-tatrapt govardhanah,

- Sri RadhaRundm-ifapi gokulapateh prema-amrita-plavanat
. kuryad-yasya virajato giritate sevat viveki na kah.

; - Sripad Rupa Goswami

' Meaning — “ Mathura is greater than Vaikuntha; within
* Mathura Sri Vrindavan is greater since it is the location of the
. Raas festival. Therein Sri Govardhan is greater since Sri
 GGovinda enacts His pleasure sports here. Therein Sri
" Radhakund is greater since it is flooded with the nectarine love
¢ ol Gokulapati Sri Krishnachandra. Is there any conscious
i person who would not serve this Sri Radhakund present at the
Iiu}wflﬂbﬂls of Govardhan?”



i-_‘lﬁ;:ﬂ is being offered devoutly in the

1‘» fotus-palms of all Vaishnavas who are
the embodiments of Sri Kundeshwori's
mercy and fave sought rejuge at Sn
Radhakund. It is they who have
verily cooled the scorched heart
of this fallen soul by the dense
shade of their affectionate
sympatfiy and made it
ever grateful by
arousing in it
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PREFACE,

KITTIPE: L

(i the banks of River Godavari, Srimanmahaprabhu had questioned
S Ramananda Roy —--

* Sarva tyaji jivera kartavya kahan vasa T

Meaning : “Giving up everything material where ought the Jiva
live?”

Ramananda Roy replied - * Vraja bhumi Vrindavan yahan Lila
Raas ",

Meaning : "In Vraja — Bhumi Vrindavan where the Raas — Lila is
performed”,

Sri Rupa Goswami has also mentioned in Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu,
that living in Vraja is one of the highest indispensable parts of
IShajan. It is said, that, if a sadhaka cannot actually live in Vraja, he
should at least, live there mentally, always. The opportunity to live in
[Yham is very rare. However it is extremely powerful. Let alone
living, even if one comes in mere contact with Dham, Lord Krishna,
Who is the subject and inspiration of Bhava appears in the heart of an
imoffensive devotee. Sometimes we see that inspite of practising
hhajan for many years in the all-powerful transcendental Dham,
I’rema-bhakti remains far from our reach. There is only one reason —
ollenses. If we do not know the original form (swarupa) of a
particular thing, it is an offence by itself. Especially, Sri Dham and



Sri Dhamvasis both appear to be material to an ordinary devotee. Yel,
unless and until we consider both as transcendental, our Sri Dhamvas
will never be successful. Srila Prabodhananda Saraswatipad has
written in Sri Vrindavan Mahimamrita ( 17.83 )

“ Svananda — sachhcid — ghana — rupta matir — yavanna Vrindavan
vasi jantuhu, tavat pravihstopi na tatra vindate tato - paradhat
padavim paral — param.”

Meaning: * Even if we enter Vrindavan, unless and until we consider
each and every living entity of Vrindavan as filled with the rasa of
blissful love, eternity and consciousness, we shall only commit
offences. Due to these offence we will never attain the highest title
(that of a maid-servant of Sri Radha).”

Hence, before entering Sri Dham, we should definitely become aware
of the form, philosophy and glory of Sri Dham. The aim of this tiny
book is to reveal the original form and little bit of the glory of Sn
Radhakund-Shyamakund which are the crest-] ewel of Vrajadham.

My most worshiped Nityalila-pravihsta Sri Sri Guru Maharaj had
published a small booklet titled “The Appearance and Glory of Sri
Sri Radbakund and Shyamakund.” In this booklet he had
published 20 verses composed by Srila Vishwanatha Chakravartipad
describing the incidents after the killing of Arishtasura as mentioned
in Srimad Bhagavatam. He had also explained these verses. Here
Srila Chakravartipad has described the creation of Sri Kundas. When
the booklets got over many Vaishnavas and other devotees inspired
this humble unworthy person to reveal the philosophy, source, history
and glory of Sri Kund. I had to obey them most submissively.

On the completion of 500 years of Sri Sri Krishna Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu’s appearance the then Mahant Srila Shachinandan dasji
Maharaj and other virakta Vaishnavas sheltered in Sri Radhakund had
resolved to clean the mire of the lakes. The desire to commemorate
that auspicious occasion had risen in the heart of this humble person.
Hence the publication of "The Glory and Heritage of Sri
Radhakund” (the Bengali version).



I'his book contains facts from----——--cececeeeaee
I} 5ri Krishna Sandarbha by Srila Jiva Goswami
2) Sri Vrindavan Mahimamrita by Srila Prabodhananda
3) Das Goswami who was sheltered in Sri Radhakund
4) History of Sri Radhakund by the ex—Mahant of Sri
Radhakund , Srila Nabadweepa dasji Maharaj,

Srimati Prema Banerjee, a good devotee, has barne the entire cost
of publishing this text, to cherish the memory of her dear deparied
husband Sri Anup Kumar Banerjee, himself a devotee par
excellence. We pray at the Lotus Feet of Sri Kundeshwari for the
welfare of her Bhajan. We would also like to extend our heartfelt
thanks to Sri Pradip Gupta and Master Pranav for offering the
priceless Computer-seva without which this text would not have been
possible. We are grateful to Srimati Purnima Basak for helping with
the proof reading.

My dear good devotees, if you rectify the mistakes made by me and
relish the glory of Sri Radhakund, then this humble soul will consider

his attempt fruitful in all respects!

gy ST Radp,
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Sri Sri Radha-Krishnabhyam namah

the glory and heritaze of zm 2n
radhakund

Sri Sri Radhakund, the crest jewel of Vraja, has been
cxlensively glorified in the scriptures. However, we are unable to
purceive any of these glories due to our material vision. That wish
tullilling gem of a land, the jewel studded throne under the gem-filled
wishing tree -- those banks strewn with coral and gems - that
transcendental beauty and sweetness of gardens that are alive with
dancing peacocks, singing cuckoos and nightingales, buzzing bees,
fragrant with lotuses, served by the gentle breeze of spring - none of
Ihese are visible to our material eyes. The scriptures say - " adrshyam
charma-chaksusha,” which means "invisible to material eyes.”
Maodern astronomers say that there are many stars, whose light has
nol yel reached the world. This does not mean that they do not exist.
When this 1s the state of material things, then it is evident that a
dillerent type of vision is required in order to perceive spiritual
things.

Although Divine places such as Vrindavan are situated in this world,
they are beyond worldly perception - just as the conscious super soul
(Paramatma) 1s always different and detached from the body in spite
ol living in the material body. Just as the super soul is not destroyed
cven aller the destruction of the body, in the same way, the Divine
places do not perish even after the dissolution of the material world.
Ihe Gandiya Vaishnava teachers have proved that the 'Dham’ or
Privane places are as eternal as the forms of the Supreme Personality.

Mot only this, Srila Vishwanatha Chakravarti has mentioned that the
beautitul illumination of the worldly Sri Dham is more beautiful than
the bnlhance of the transcendental places. He has said so in his
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purport to the verse “"Prapancham nisprapancho pi vidam vayasi
hhutale " which is a part of ‘Brahma’s prayer”. If we keep a diamond
a white glass vessel, it does not look so beautiful as it would have,
had it been displayed in a blue and yellow casket. In the same way,
the pastimes of the Lord are displayed more nicely in the Dham in
(his world rather than in the Dham beyond this world. Although the
Dham in this world is also transcendental, the human-like pastimes of
the Supreme Lord gain more sweetness since it is displayed in this
world. '

Srila Jiva Gosvami, the Gaudiyva Vaishnava preceplor has made this
statement about Sri Dham in his Sri Krishna Sandarbha —

“Ya Yatha bhuvi vartante puryo bhagavatah priyah. tastatha shanti
Vaikunthe  tat-tat-lilarthamadrtah.  Iti  skanda-vacana-anusarend
vaikunthe yad vai-sthanam vartate tatadeveti mantavyam, tesamapi
vaikunthantarvat  prapancatitatva  nityat-alaukika-rupatva

bhagavat-nityaspadatva  kathanat, ---------- dvaraka--  mathura--
eokulatmakah srikrishnalokah svayam bhagavato visharaspadatvena
bhavati sarvopariti siddham | -----esam cd prakasah prthivi'stho
pvantardhanaskiya tamasprsannaiva  virgjate. Atastaya na sprsyale
prithivva dibluiamavairasma bhirvarahoktamahakadamba diriva,
vustu prapancikalekagocaro mathuradi prakasah lokam kripaya
prthivim ~ sprsanneva  vatirnah,-----asmimsca prakase yada
vatirnobhugavamstada tats sparsenapi tatsparsaliam sprsannevate

suma samprai tad asprstaprakase viharamanah punarasprsanneva
bhavari. ™

Meaning - "All the Dham that are dear to the Lord, that exist in this
world, are also existent in exactly the same form in Vaikuntha (the
spiritual world) in order to fulfil His pastimes. According to
Skandapurana, the Dham that are present in the transcendental world
are also present in this world and the Lord enjoys Himself here. The
Dham of this world have all the qualities of Vaikuntha - which is they
are also eternal, transcendental and unworldly. Amongst all Dham,
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waranka. Mathura and Gokul are the topmost because Lord Kris/ina
has enjoved His pastimes here.

THE SWARUPA OF SRI DHAM

I i exists in three ways —
(1) Non - apparent

(7) Visible

( +) Apparent

( 1 yNON - APPARENT MANIFESTATION : -

It 1= that part of Dham where Lord Krishna is still enjoying himself,
Although this part exists in this world, it is invisible to us. It is
untouched by this material world. So just as we are unable to perceive
the preat Kadamba trees (as mentioned in the ‘Varahapurana') on
account of our material bodies, in the same way the world is unable to
touch this part of Dham.

"Aprakrita Dham nahe prakrita gochar."
- (C.)

Meaming, - " Dham is transcendental and cannot be perceived by
nualerial senses.”

( ') VISIBLE MANIFESTATION :-

I s that part of Dham that we, the worldly mortals are able 1o see. It
i that part which is mercifully touching this world. If a person becks
sl calls from beyond a great ocean, we can never go there. But if a
<lhup mercilully arrives at this coast and takes us there, we would be
pratetul In the same way, Sri Dham has mercifully descended on this
carth 1o take us back to the spiritual world where we would have
never mamaged oo go on our own. Some people think that the
RSP EFPENEFR R ERRF YRR F KRN FF R TR ¥ op R W ¥ ¥
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Vrindavan we are seeing is not really Dham but just a region of this
world and that Dham existed only during the pastimes of Lord
Krishna. Such thinking is factually wrong.

In spite of being beyond all illusion and having a transcendental,
blissful and eternal form, Lord Krishna descends on this earth and
accepts many human characteristics only to shower His mercy upon
us. In the same way Dham such as Vrindavan is beyond illusion and
s transcendental. He is present on the earth eternally in order to
shower mercy upon us. Just as Lord Krishna accepts human
characteristics, Sri Dham also accepts worldly nature out of kindness
for us. Without this mercy, we would have never ‘been able to

perceive Sri Dham. As a result we would have never gained the
mercy of Dham.

(4) APPARENT MANIFESTATION :-

When Lord Krishna descends in the visible form of Dham, He
performs various pastimes. The places where the pastimes arc
performed also become apparent. This is called apparent
manifestation. When Krishna enjoys in this form, He touches the

visible part. By touching Dham, He touches the earth. Hence it is
said-

“vavat sa padapadmabhyam sprsannaste ramapatih, tavat kalirvai
prthivim parakrantum na ca sakat. :

- S.B.12.230.

Meaning - “Till Earth was touched by the lotus feet of Krishna, kali
(iron age ) was not able to attack her.”

The visible portion touches the earth. If Krishna touches this portion,
i+ means He is touching the earth as well. Just now, however, Krishna
is enjoying in the non-apparent portion that does not touch the earth.
Actually, the same transcendental Vraja Dham which exists at the

et T T T T EL L L E L R L L L L L L L ERAREEFER RS R R R R AR AR SRR R

4



The Glory And Heritage Of Sri Sri Radhakund
ikl ko ol ol o e o ol e ol o o il e e b e de el e e e ol el el e el el

peak of the spiritual world and is the abode of Krishna's eternal
pastimes, has appeared in infinite portions of infinite universes viz.-

“Beyond the material world lies the spiritual world. Its opulence is the
same as that of the Deity of Krishna. All Dham such as Vaikuntha are
vlernal, opulent and conscious. Lord Krishma and His incarnations
iest therein. Above this is Krishna-loka (the abode of Krishna). It
comprises of Dvaraka, Mathura and Gokul. Above all is Sri Gokul,
the place where the Bragjavasis live. Sri Gokul, Shvetadvip,
Vrindavan are its names. It is non-different from the eternal conscious
and opulent form of Krishna. It extends above and below — it is
unlimited. By Krishna’s wish it is manifested in the universe. It has
only one form — never more than one. It is a touchstone land,
containing forests filled with wish fulfilling trees. When we see with
material eyes, we feel it is just like this world, but when we see with
love-filled eyes, we are able to see its original form complete with
Cropraas, Cropis and Krishna all enjoying together.”
-—--(C.C)

THE SWARUPA OF SRI RADHAKUND

We shall first describe this original form of Sri Radhakund -
Shyamakund and then speak of the visible manifestation. Srila
I"abodhananda Saraswati, a dear associate of Mahaprabhu has
desenibed the natural beauty of Sri Kunda in his book Sn Vrindavan
Malimamritam in this manner —

ratulla divva-mallika—lavanga-jati yuthika, kadamba-
o hamprakavati -sthalaravinda  vithibhih,  sirisa-kunda—ketaki—

kusumbha  kimsukadibhi  rmanogyva-  madhavi  latadyananta
praspravertlibhih, *102*

LR E LR E R LSRR SRS R4 R RS R b b2 2t 2 a0 b b iR it Lt
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Privangu naga-kesarafréshnkﬂ-knrnfk.::rkﬁfh sfutatimukia-saptata-
suvarna-yuthikadibhih, viCh itrabheda-jhintika—sugandhabandhu

Jivakai rhayari-kubjakadibhih prafullite—vicitritam.
*103*
Meaning —— = The Sri Kund at the foothills of Girirgj Govardhan

have such wondrous beauty! It is decorated with fully bloomed
Divine flowers such as Arabian jasmine, cloves, varieties of jasmine,
Kadamba, Champaka, land lotus, gum-tree, pine, safflower, infinite
flower—laden creepers such as Myrtle, Kinsuka (tree with red
flowers), enchanting Priyangu, Nagakesar, Ashoka, Karnika, golden
Jasmine etc. variety of Jhintika, fragrant Hayari and Kubjaka™.

ViChitra paffaua-udgamufhwf{?hﬂm puspa sambhrtair viChitra patra
manjarir viChifra gucchajalakaih, viChitra saurabhodayair viChitra
sidhuvarsibhih, viChitra rucirujjvalaih paraisca
sakhibhirvrtam.*104*

Meaning - “ The Kundas are adorned with a variety of leaves, variety
of flowers, variety of inflorescence, variety of leaf-bouquets and
variety of brilliant trees filled with variety of fragrances and
showering variety of honey.”

“Radha — Krishna — rahah katha-anuvadanat ascarya-madhuryavat
dhanaih  srisukasarika vyatikaraivananda sarasavadam, karnakarsi
kuhuh kuhuriti kalapairvrtam  kokilair nriyanmatta mayuramanya
vihagaischanda kotahalam * *
105*

Meaning -  Sri Radha—Krishna’s nocturnal conversations are being
loudly and sweetly translated by the parrot — couples. Their bliss is
being enhanced by the cooing cuckoos. The Kundas are echoing with
the inexpressible sweet atmosphere of singing cuckoos and dancing

peacocks.”

#1#*#t#*tt#*lttt*-t*#*#iti#*.t##*tt##l-ttlttt#*lt**t.t#*tt###
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Lane micdhve nava-manju kunja-valayam sobha-vibhutya
vamanordham - divya-viChitra  ratnala-tilakady-ananda  puspasriya,
anfasialpavaram vara-upakaranairadhyam samaniaddadhad radha-
mcndhaver bhukta bhogyamakhila nandaika samrajyabhuh™ . *106*.

Meaning, - “Therein lie new, attractive flower-groves that are of
mueomparable  beauty. There are blissful creepers laden with
pemstones. In the flower groves there is a superb bed which is
conspicuous due to sheer luxury. It is decorated all around with
articles that have been used and the ones that will be used by the
[ivine (ouple. Thus every corner is flooded with bliss.”

“Medhva  tadrsa kunjamandalamaho  Kundam  mahamohanam
samdranandamaharasa  mrtabharaik  svacchaih  sada  sambhrtam
ratnabaddhacatustativilasitam  sadratna  sopanavat  tirtham
Srifefasatkadambaka -talacchaya manikuttimam. *107*

Meaning - “Oh ! Amidst these flower-groves exist the all-attractive
Aunelas —- always filled with most blissful, clear nectarine water --
their banks are bound with precious jewels, their steps are decked
with pems and under the shade of the Kadamba tress there are
bwjeweled pavements.

“Ciondhegradhataya tayoratimudam kurvat parapresthayo rnana-divya-
ravolfinna -anavasare  vyanjattayoh  pritaye, ascayam  kamala-
ulpndlaacdt kutakayonmilayan-milayan nanaratmamaya ca hatambucdhi-
aloverme vvanjan-nikunja dikam.”

Fl“ﬂ*

Meanming,  “To bring about blissful enjoyment for the supreme most
wvine Couple, the Kundas are filled with less water somewhere and
decp water elsewhere. Some parts are filled with juices. To entertain
I hen Lordships there are wonderful lotuses and water lilies that keep

I ZZ R T TR R IR ER 22222 P R RS F R R R R A R R PR R R L R
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opening and closing their petals. The wavelets are reflecting the
brilliance of the gem-studded flower groves.”

“Nirmaryada mahasaurabha chamat  karairvi vardhisnubhi
rmadhuryaisca pade pade adbhutatbamairomnam muhur harsanaih
nana ratnasarojini  kumudini mukhair mahasundaram kirnam
puspacayaishtata  ksitiruham syandairmadhunamapi. Madhyevari
ratotkayoh rasikayorvyanjanni  kunjottamam yadva rainamaya
atisundaragrham sarvalivismapakam ambhahsambhavadeva vatha
paritoscordham tale svacchasad ratnaksauhini - samihito pakarane
divyaprasunantare” *109-110*

Meaning — “One is thrilled every moment by the greatly exuberant
fragrance and the ever-increasing sweetness of the lotuses, water lilies
and other flowers that pervade the flower-groves in which the Divine
Couple sports. One may behold very beautiful wondrous gem-studded
abodes of the sakhis being reflected in the water, appearing as if they
are ascending from the Kunda itself. All around there are collections
of requirements kept on clear, beautiful gem floors. There are Divine
flowers deep inside the Kundas as well.”

“Mahamanimaya-ujvalattata catustaye tyullasad viChitra — bahu-
mandana-adbhutamaho lata mandape viChitra bahu-panktika sfuta-

kadamba-mukhya-adbhuta ca hatamritamaya drumavalisamrddhi
sobhadbhutam". *11i*

Meaning — “Oh! This Kunda is all decorated with wonderfully
brilliant and nectarean Kadamba trees in full bloom. Adorned with

various creepers they stand row by row on the four illuminated and
bejeweled banks of the Kunda.”

“RadhaKrishna-parokandarpa-trsna-sindhorvrddhimtanvadatyantam
eva atyascaryam kelivaidagdhyavrindam, vrindaranyanandinoh
sadisaitat”

*112.*
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Meaning — “0 Sri Kunda ! You, who extremely enhance the infinite
amorous thirst of Sri Radha-Krishna, please reveal unto me the
wonderful and skilful pastimes of the Divine Couple of Sri
Vrindavan™,

As an answer to his prayer he was further inspired by a sweet
pastime in the Kunda -

* Madhura-madhura-gunjan-manjurolamba-punje kanaka-kamalini-
nam kanane yatra radha priyamadh-igatavakatra bhrantikam
padmacumbe svapi nijamukha cumbenasvasantam jahas

*113*

Meaning — “Once, in the groves of golden lotus-buds in the Sri
Kunda, Shyamasundar had kissed a bunch of golden lotus-buds
surrounded by sweetly humming bees mishtaking it to be Radharani’s
face crowned with rippling tresses. Seeing this, Radharani had
giggled abundantly and then pacified him by offering Her face to be
kissed,”

THE BEAUTY OF SRI RADHAKUND

Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Gosvami, who gained the endless mercy of
Sri Mahaprabhu has described in detail the transcendental form of
Radha-Shyamkund and the positions of the flower groves in the
seventh chapter of Sri Govinda Lilamrita. --—-—

“Parito  mani-sopana-valibhih  parivestitam,  catur-bhir-mani-
samvaddha-tirthayir-diksu susobhitam. Tirthoparisphurad-ratna-

b
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mandapaih sanganairylam, tattirthorbhaya-parsvastha-manikuttima-
maunditam” *2-3*

Meaning — “Oh! Sri Sri Radhakund has such inexpressible beauty!
On all four sides there are bejeweled steps and banks made of gems.
On all four banks, there are bejeweled altars and both sides are
adorned with eight benches made of gemstones.”

"Prarfmundapa-par.wasfha—faru—mkha—mfambanm'h gutam- nand-
puipa~vasm-ﬂkitrﬂfr-dﬂfn _ catustayaih. Yamye champakayoh purve
nipayoramrayoh pare, saumye bakulayorvaddha-ratna-hindo likan-
vitam” *4-5*

Meaning — “Each pavilion is flanked on both sides by swings hanging
from branches of trees. The swings are decked with various flowers
and decorations. The swings hang from Champaka trees in the south,
from the Kadamba trees in the east, from mango trees in the west and
Bakula trees in the north. The swings are made of gemstones”.

“Purvagneya - disormadhye priya kundena sangatam, tatrordhe
stambha-kalambi - Chitrasetu B samanvitam”.
*ﬁ*

Meaning - “In between the east and south - east, where RadhaKunda
meets Shyama Kunda, there is a beautiful bridge erected on gem-
studded pedestals.”

“Gala-hrd-udara nabhi-sroni-janurudaghnaih sarudadhi-
vasukonair-mandal-angaisca  kaiscit,  sisiramanu samusnaih
grismakale susital- suvidha mani-nibaddhrir-diksu sopan-ayukiaish.
Maniruci-jalavici bhranti trsnabhibuta patita - vihagavrinda cchaloo
balantaralaih, pariyan yuta- radhaKrishnayornarmagasthi - pramada
krdupavesalpavedi =~ —  susob haih. Nicita  prthutalanam
kuttimaisChitravarnaih kusumita- bahuvalli - slishtaskha bhujanam
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ghanadala  phalapuspa  srenibharanatanam  vitatibhirabhitah
samvestitam padapanam” *7-9*

Meaning — “The vicinity of Sri Radhakund is covered with rows of
various prominent trees bowing low, weighed down with dense
leaves, flowers and blossoming creepers. At the roots of the trees
there are wide, gem-studded pavements decorated with fountains.
Such pavements are cool during summer and warm in winter. There
are cascades of various shapes, made of gems. Some are as high as
one's shoulder, or chest, or knees or waist etc. Some are square,
octahedral or round. If you chance upon such gem-cascades all of a
sudden, you would mishtake them for water-fountains. Sometimes
thirsty birds are seen diving and falling on them. Amongst these
cascades, Radha - Madhava constantly stroll with their friends.”

“Catuskonesu vashanti-catuhsala-bhiravrtam, vanira-kesarAshoka-
nikunjaih parito vrtam. Tadvahih paktrima-pakva-phala-puspot-
karakaraih, paritah kadali-sandair-manditam sital-
acchadaihtadvahirvahyo pavanaslishta puspatavivrtam, svamadhya -
saliladivyat sasetu — ratna-mandiram”

Meaning — “All around the banks there are vernal quadrangles
surrounded by groves of Vanir, Kesar and Ashoka trees. Banana trees
decorated with ripe and unripe fruits, flowers and cooling leaves,
further flank them. This beautiful sight is topped with the marvelous
gem-studded altar conceded to the flower - gardens through a bridge
on the water.”

Nanapuspa - phalocchari - vanadevi - gananvitaih, sevopacara -
samsakia - kunjadasi — satavrtaih.. Phalarama - puspavati
madhyasthair vrindayacitaih, sevopakaranagar- ikarairabhito
vrtam.” *13-14*

Meaning — “Under the leadership of Sri Vrindadevi, one can find
innumerous flowers laden with the ingredients of service to the
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Divine Couple. Goddesses of the forest are seen collecting fruits and
tubers. The flower-groves are surrounded by hundreds of
maidservants.”

"Rturayadi  sarvartu-guna-sevita-kananam,  vrinda-  sammrsta
gandhambhah  samsiktadhvangana layam.Taya toranakollaca -
patakalamba - gucchakaih, paus paiscitrita kunjadhva- dola
catvaramandapam.” *15-16*

Meaning — “The gardens are served by various seasons such as
spring, and are cleansed by Sri Vrinda. The pathways, courtyards and
dwellings are moistened by fragrant breeze. The flower - arches, flag |
- staff, the grove- paths decorated by flower bouquets, swings and
pavilions all are wonderfully beautiful.”

“Navakamaladalali - pallavavrntanana kusumaracita sayyocchirsa -
chandropadhanaih, samadhucasaka - tambula mbupatradi - yuktain
suvalita - talalilagara kunja prapancam. Kahlara raktofpala -
pundarikam pankoruhendivara - kairavanam. Ksaran marandaisca
patat paragaih suvasitambhah plasaram samantat.” *J7-18*

Meaning — “The groves of Sri Kunda are decorated with fresh
bunches of lotus, leaflets, beds of flowers petals, pillows, cushions,
honey- filled gimlets, betel-leaves and water-sprinkler. The horizon is
fragrant with sweet scent emanating from the water that is perfumed
by poilen dust and droplets of honey dripping from fully blocomed
lilies, lotuses, Kahlar, red-lotuses, blue-lotuses and other aquatic
flowers. *

“Hams-sarasa datyuha madgu-kokadi patrinam varata—laksmana-
dinam kalalapaih Srutipriyam. Sarisukanam-anyonya prthagasanga -
ranginam Krishna-lila-rasollasi  kavyalapa-manoharam. Jalada-

bhrantikrt-Krishnakantiya pranaya-unmadaih,
adannrtyacchikhivratair vyaptarama — tatajiram.Harita- paravata
catakadika - pradhrsta - nanavidha  Chitrapakshinam,

##*!tittt#*lttttttt#*###tiii***#t##t#*###***#i#****‘ttt###t-t
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krishneksananananda - viphulla - varsmanam karnamrita -
dhvanamanangya - kananam Rakesarbuda - nirmanchya -
radhesasyendupyibhih, chakorairnyakkrtyakta - chandrairvria—

nabhastalam”™ *21-23*

Meaning — “Birds such as ducks, swallows, cranes, signets, swans,
cormorants and parrot-couples sport and converse with each other
about the sweet and savory pastimes of Krishna. The peacocks
mishtake Krishna to be clouds and start calling and dancing sweetly
in the grove-courts. On seeing Krishna, the parrots, pigeons, swallows
and other birds are thrilled and happily make joyous prattling sounds.
The Chakora birds abandon the sky beautified with meon, in order-to
drink the honey from the lotus - face of Krishna that puts even a full-
moon to shame ! *

“Vipakva-jala-pakvaphalaih  kusuma-allavaih,  mukulair-manjari-
bhisca namrair-valli-drumair-vrtam. Aneka - padmakaramadhya-
samsthitam harervitasanvita - tira - nirakam, nanabja -
kantyucchalitam nirantaram gunairjitaksira - samudramadbhutam.
Svasadrktiraniranirena Krishna - padabjanmana, niya parsvopavisie
nArishta kundena sangatam” *24-
26%*

Meaning — “Oh! For the pleasure of Lord Hari, the charming shores
and water of 57 Radhakund are shadowed by trees laden with ripe,
half-ripe, and unripe fruits, young shoots, flowers, inflorescence,
flower- spikes and creepers. Vast Lotus- forests exist on the floor of
the Kunda, the brilhance of which is reflected in its waves, thus
mocking even the milk-ocean (the abode of Lord Vishnu). Its shores
and water mingle with Sri Shyamakund that has risen from Lord
Krishna's lotus -feet.

"Tire kunja vasya bhantya stadiksu presthalinam svasva namna
prasidha tabhih promna hastena yatnat kridatustyai presthayoh
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samskrtya ye.Tattat kastha - pranta - vicchinnasimarama-udaya
navesanam-sanvilasca tattat simabhyantaro tpanna - vrksa - sreni -
yugmacchanna - vartmaliyuktah.Upari tanu - tarangakara -
critrancisuddha -sphatikamani - citanvasphara -vartmani tant,
marakata - manivrindairacit-abhyantarani pratanu - laharikulya -
bhrantimut  padayanti. Manicayaracanabhi svesu bhitti-bhraman
drak svanikata - manibhittau catmabuddhim  dadhadbhih,
upavanayugamadhye  dvaravrindairyutani  pravisaditara  loke
darshanadeva bhanti"” *27-
Jo*

Meaning - "On the banks of Sri Radhakund, from North to North -
west, there are eight groves belonging to eight dearest Sakhis. Since
they are the abodes of the pleasure - sports enjoyed by the Divine
Couple, the sakhis maintain them and cleanse them with their own
hands. Small gardens, woodlands and studios surround each grove.
Various trees standing in rows shade the pathways to the groves.

Since the narrow pathways are made of small picturesque, wave-like
pure crystals and the middle portion is filled with emeralds, they look
like tiny wave filled streams. The paths lead to the doorways
connecting two small gardens. The doorways are decorated with gems
in such a way that ordinary people would mishtake the walls to be
doors and vice versa."

THE KUNJAS OF THE ASHTASAKHIS

LALITA-ANANDAD-KUNJA :- ( The flower - grove that
causes pleasure to Lalita )

‘#****‘*'lt*--t-‘t*i‘titiﬁ#*1#‘##.###‘*F###*#**‘.‘**‘t.“t***
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"Chakastyudicyam disi trthasannidhavananga rangambuja- nama -
carvaram, padmabha - kunjasta - dalairvirgjitam suhema -
rambhavali - kesaranvitam Sahasrapatrambuja -asanmibhim sphurat
suvarna -sat kuttima - manjukarnikam lilanulyocita - santatollasa -
duistirnata- laghavamunnata prabham. Lalita sisyaya nityam
kalavatya susanskrtam, sarvartu - sukha sampannam nanakeli -
rasakaram" *31-33*

Meaning - "In the north of Sri Radhakund there is a quadrangle
named 'Ananga rangambuja’. It is surrounded by eight groves shaped
like an eight - petalled lotus. Superior golden bananas are its stigma,
gold benches shaped like thousand petalled lotuses form the seed -
vessel. The quadrangle expands sometimes and contracts at other
times, as required by the pastimes of Radha-Krishna.

It is extremely brilliant and luminous. Lalita's disciple Kalavati is
always careful about its maintenance. The joys of all seasons are
available here, according to the pleasure of Their Lordships."

"Lalitanandadam Radha Krishnayoh savayasyoh, nikunjarajayoh
pattaMandiram  sphuradindiram.  Manikyakesarasreni  vestitam
svarnakarnikam vahirvahih  kramadvarDhamana  samkhya
pramanakaih. Ekaikavarna - sadratna - kadambena eitaih prthak,
racitam bahubhiscaru samapatrah - mandalaih.” *34-36*

Meaning - "This Lalitanandadkunja filled with all the sakhis is the
chief Temple and the King of all the kunjas. It is opulent with the
transcendental beauty of Sri Sri Radha - Madhava. The grove is lotus
- shaped, its filaments are made of ruby, its seed - vessel is made of
gold and each petal is made of different gemstones. Outside the seed-
vessel are the filaments bordered with petals whose size and number
increase gradually."

"Pancendriya-alhada-karaih saityadyabyagu - nairyutam, tadvahih
kramasah svarnair-vaiduryair-indra- nilakaih. Sphatikaih padma-
ragaisca citair-mandapa- pancakaih, sobhitam mandapa-svantarana-
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ratma- vinirmitaih. Kevalair-mithuni-bhava - sangatair-mrga
paksibhih devairnrbhiryutam
canyaiscitritairasadipanaih. Pancavarna - bhuriChitra - patra - puspa
visphurat kesaradi sakhi - sakhikali - sadvitanakam, antar asyabhati
janudaghna - ramakuttimagara - madhya - karnika - sahasra
patrasarasam.” *37-40*

Meaning - "Five festive-booths surrounding the filaments are
enhancing the incomparable beauty of the kumja. Thev are studded
with gold, chrysoberyl (cat's eye), sapphire, quartz and ruby
respectively. They delight the five senses and are cooling. In the
center, there are gem-studded statués of deer, birds, demi-gods,
human beings, gandharvas, kinnaras (heavenly musicians and artists)
and other living beings in love-making posture, thereby creating an
atmosphere of ardor. Trees beautified with white, red, green, yellow
and blue colored flowers and leaves form supericr canopy. Such
wonderful festive-booths also contain knee-high gem-studded
benches resembling a seed-vessel."

VASANTA-SUKHADA-KUNJA : - ( the flower grove that
harbors the joys of spring )

"Amula-puspitAshoka-vallimandala-sancayaih  siiaruna-hariia-piia-
Shyama-puspaih  prakalpitaih. Padmapuspa-  dala-karair-upakunja-
ashtakair-vrtam pravina - tadrs-Ashokataru kunje
varatakam.Vasanta sukhadam yasya bhrago-kokil - naditam.
Vayavyam disi bhatyastadala - kunjambujam - dalam."

Meaning - "In the North - west of Ananga-rangambuja quadrangle,
there is Vasantasukhad flower-grove. It is filled with Ashoka
creepers and flowers from top to bottom. It is adorned with white,
orange, green, yellow and dark blue flowers. It is designed with
various creepers. Huge Ashoka trees laden from top to bottom with
flowers are its filaments and it is surrounded by eight lotus-shaped
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small kunja. It is always a-buzzing with the sweet sound of bees and
cuckoos.

PADMA MANDIR : ( The Lotus - Temple )

SripadmaMandiram namam nairrtyam rajate dalam, Caturdvaram
catusparsve Vatayana Samanvitam. Nanamanicitaneka - Chitrabhitti -
catustayam, antah saKrishna gopinam purvaragadi
cestitaih. Raskunjavilasaisca lalita citritairyutam, putanArishta -
samharadyanta - taccairitairvahih. *44-46*

Meaning-"There is a spot named Sri Padma Mandir in the South-west
of Lalitanandad kumja. It has doors and windows on all four sides. Its
walls are studded with gems. Lalitadevi has painted various pictures
on the walls, such as - courtship of Krishna and the gopis, Raas -
dance, dalliance in the flower - groves. Outside she has painted all the
pastimes of Krishna right from killing of Putana to the killing of
Arishta.”

" Ramali - dyuti - kinjalkam sad-garbhagara - karnikam vahirabja
dalakarai rvrtam sodasa-kosthakaih. Tat-tad-yugantaral-asthair-
dvyasto pakosthakair-api urddhe tadrk - sannivesa - sphuradat-
talika-anvitam. Antarantah kramad-ucca - nirbhitti - stambha-
panktisu sphatikisu suvinyasta pravala - balabhi - kule. Chaditena
maharatna - pata laishtaryag-urdhagaih, bhrajitena sukumbhena
sikharena virajitam. Atyuccena vanaloka sukhadena nijesayoh
mukta parsva-trtiyoccakhandena-ca-sumanaditam.” *47-51*

Meaning - "There are sixteen mansions shaped as lotus - petals. Its
rooms are its seed- vessel and brilliant gems make up its filament.
Within these sixteen mansions, there are sixteen small mansions. In
the upper portion of the Temple there are sixteen mansions having
smaller mansions. Over and above there are crystal pillars decorated
with coral turrets which are topped with an ascending curved roof
made of most precious gems to protect from rain etc. On the roof
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there are well-decorated gem-filled pinnacles that spread joy all
around. On the third floor of this Temple, there is a balcony
surrounded by various gemstones. Sri Sri Radha-Krishna admire the
beauty of the woodlands from the top of this high-rise mansion."

"ddhoratna-citaneka - Chitra - citrena bhasvata, upa-kuttimadi-
gantardiksu sopana - sobhina. Kantha-daghna tivistirna - kuttimena-
abhitovrtam,  paritastavaduccnam  prantotpannam-mahiruham.
Phalaih  puspasca  samslishta  kuttimapranta  deshakam,
keliratakaram radhaKrishnayoh savayasyayeh"
*52-54*

Meaning- "Below are small pavements studded with gems and
painted with attractive pictures. In between each pair of such
pavements, there are flights of stairs surrounded by neck - high
pedestals strewn with flowers and fruits. In the background, trees
laden with various flowers and fruits are spreading great beauty every
where. This is the reservoir for all sports indulged in by Sri Radha -
Krishna along with their sakhis"

HINDOLA-KUTTIM : ( Swing - Ground )
Madhyagau Radhikacywtau, Gayadanyavayasyabh Agneyam Bhati

Pasmabha Satnahindola Kuttimam Purvapara-digutpanna - pravina
- bakulagayoh.Saci Kincid-vinirgatya Gatya Vakrordhayopari

Militabhyam  Susakhabhyam Chaditam Mandapakrti.
Tacchakhamula - Samnaddhaih Pattarajju - Catustayaih,
Drdharbaddha Catuskonam Nabhimatrocca -

Samstithi. Padmaragasca Pattibhih pravalaja - padstakoih, ghatitam
hastamatrocca - pathivestama kesaram. Dvyasta patrambuja kara -
ratnali - Chitrakarnikam, dvidvi padanvitambhoja - dalabhasta -
dalairvrtam. Ratnapatti kesaranta-rdvar-ashtaka - susamyutam,
Daksine dala - parsva-stharo-hadvara - dvayankitam. Laghustam
bhadvayasakta - Patti prstha valambakam, Patta tutilasan-madhyam
Parsva-prstho-padhanakam Nan-Chitram-sukaiscchannam Svarna-
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sutrambarairapi, Lasac-chandravali - Muktadama -
Gucchavitanakam Yatra-astadala-galinam irvrinda dolayatis varau.
Suarudha - Radhacyutayoh Sarvabhimukhato Karam, Hindola-
ambujamabhaii Madanandolana bhidham"
*§5-64*

Meaning - "In the south - east corner of Lalitanandad kunja there are
gem-filled swing - grounds shaped as lotuses. In the east and west, a
pair of Bakula trees is forming a curved canopy on this ground. From
the roots of these branches, an attractive swing has been let down. All
four sides of the swing are tied firmly with jute ropes. The swing is
navel-high. It has eight straps of ruby and eight lotuses of corals. It is
surrounded by two rows of lotuses.

The swing has tiny pillars to support the backsides of Radha -
Krishna. In the middle there are silk mattresses, and there are
cushions at the side and back. These are covered with wonderfully
painted cloths embroidered with golden threads. The seat is shaded by
a canopy decorated with artificial moons, pearl - strings and flowers.
The Divine Couple seated on this eight - petalled lotus - swing,
surrounded by eight principal sakhis, each seated on a petal, is swung
by Vrindadevi. She is assisted by other sakhis standing below, singing
sweet songs. When Radha-Krishna ascend that swing, that can set
Cupid a - fluttering, each sakhi feels as if the Divine Couple is right in
front of her.”

MADHAVA-ANANDAD-KUNJA : - ( The flower - grove that
courses pleasure to Madhava )

"Aisyanyam bhaty-asta-patram madhavi-kunja sarasam, madhava-
anandadam-nama nan-alilopahara-yuktam. Phulla-malatibhiraslishta
- narma-sakha-bhujovrajaih, chaditam phulla-punn-agaischandra-
kanti  eitantaram. Fadma-patrakara kunjair-vestitam  svarna-
karnikam, udicyam man-ikinjalkam bhati kunjam sitambujam.
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Narmasakha bhujaslishta - phullahemalata cayaih, tamalaih kalpitam
jisn-unilaratna-vaticitam.  Nilap-admadala karai-rupakunjasta
kairvrtam, suvarna-karnikam pracyam bhati kunjasitam-bujam. ... ....
avacyam padmaragadi - citantarbahya mandalam, lavangais
chaditam phullairbhati kunja-arun-aambujam.. Kunjam hemambujam
bhati praticyvam phulla-champakaih, vallibhischaditam hemacita
vahyantaralakam. Evam-uttarad-ikkunya bhanti radha haripriyah,
nanavarna karabhedat drsam vismayakarinah."” *65-72*

Meaning - "In the North-east corner of Lalitanandad kunja, there 1s a
- grove of Madhavi flowers that has the shape of an eight - petalled
lotus. It is filled with many ingredients for Divine pastimes. In the
north of Lalitanandad kumja, there is a flower grove called Sitambuja
( white lotus ). It is shaded by fully-bloomed Nagakesar flowers
(Mesua roxburghii) whose trees are embraced by creepers of Prafulla
Mallika (Jasminum zambac). Its middle portion is studded with
moonstones, the seed-vessel is golden, the filaments are gem-filled.
This flower-grove is surrounded by eight lotus-shaped kunjas. In this
way, Lalita's kunja is surrounded in all eight directions by flower
groves that are dearest to Radha - Krishna, and are so colorful and
beautiful that they are the objects of admiration of one and all.

To the east of Lalita's grove, there is yet another beautiful grove
called 'Asitambuja Kunja'. It is shaped as a blue-lotus. It is embraced
by slender branches and surrounded by fully bloomed golden
creepers. It is decorated with Tamal trees and studded with precious
blue gems. It has a golden seed-vessel and it is surrounded by eight
small groves that are lotus - shaped. To the south of Lalita's kunja
there is another flower-grove called 'Arunambuja’. Its interiors and
exteriors are made of rubies and it is shaded by fully bloomed clove
creepers. To the west is Hemambuja that is shaded by fully bloomed
Champaka trees and golden Champaka creepers. Its interior and
exterior are golden.
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