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Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali

VERSE 1:

pratistha rajjabhir baddham
kamadyair vartma-patibhih
chittva tah samharantas ta-

naghareh pantu mam bhatah

pratistha - distinction; rajjubhih - of the ropes; baddham - being
bound; kama- lust; adyaih - and by others; vartma-patibhih - by the
highwaymen; chitva - to sever; tah - they; samharantah - destroying;
tan - them; aghareh - of Sri Krsna, the enemy of sins, or Aghasura;
pantu - may protect; man - me; bhatah - the heroic soldiers.

I am bound by the ropes of the desire for distinction
by highwaymen like lust. May the heroic devotees of Sri
Krsna save me by cutting these ropes and destroying
them.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava,
Sripﬁda Raghunatha dasa Gosvamicarana praises the greatness
and the glories of Sri Vraja-dhama and S$ri Radha-Madhava with
Their associates according to his own desire.

éripﬁda Raghunatha’s consciousness is always immersed in
the mellows of the Vraja-pastimes. VRAJA is the abode of love.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead is beside Himself while
swimming in the ocean of the Vrajavasis’ love, and He can never
find the limits to this relish. éripﬁda Raghunatha is ghurnana
sada divyati, always spinning around in the ocean of maha-
bhava, which consists of the rasa-niryasa (extract) of the Vraja-
gopis’ prema, the summit of Vraja-rasa. The honey trickling
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from the divine bud of his heart’s lotus is this VRAJA VILASA
STAVA.

Although this may be somewhat understandable to the raga-
margiya-sadhaka-bhaktas, who can somehow meditate on this,
there is no doubt about it that it’s deep meaning will be diluted
when an insignificant person like me, who performs no bhajana
and who is bound by material desires, comments upon it.

May Sripﬁda Raghunatha’s  attribute of unlimited
compassion therefore cleanse all the offences committed by a
person like me and may he shower me with the pollen of his
lotus feet, birth after birth, knowing that I have commenced
this very bold and daring work for my own purification. This
wretch prays that he may come close to his lotus feet.

At the beginning of this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, Sﬁpﬁda
Raghunatha out of humility and anxiety, qualities which
naturally arise out of the ocean of his prema, submits his own
disqualification at the lotus feet of S1T Govinda and prays for
His devotees’ mercy in these first two slokas. Such humility and
eagerness awaken in the heart of a premika (lover of Krsna)
when he reaches the highest maturity in prema.

Srimat Sanatana Gosvami has described the reciprocation
between humility and prema -

paripakena dainyasya premajasram vitanyate
parasparam tayor ittham karya karanateksate

(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.5.225)

"Humility becomes manifest when prema reaches its ripened
stage. In the same way, prema becomes manifest when humility
culminates. In this way love and humility are each other’s cause
and effect."
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Sri Sanatana Gosvami comments on this verse as follows:
nanvevam prema nisthayah phalam dainyam iti paryavasyati
taccayuktam sarvatra premna eva phalatvena pratipadanat.
satyam tat tu premne nativa bhinnam, kintu antaralaksana
ripa mukhyataramangamevetyaha - pariti.

"In the previous verse it was said dainyas tu paramam
premnah paripakena janyate - "When prema ripens humility
awakens."

From this one might conclude: "So the result of fixation in
prema is humility", but this is not right, for is it not ascertained
by everyone that prema is the result of the practice of bhakti?"
The answer to this is: "Certainly, but humility is not so much
different from prema, rather it is one of the main internal items
of prema. This has been revealed in this paripakena-verse."

Anyway, out of topmost humility Sripﬁda Raghunatha
considers himself to be an ordinary sadhaka endowed with so
many vices and says: pratistha-rajjubhir baddham kamadyair
vartma-patibhih

"T have been bound up with the ropes of the desire for
distinction by the highwaymen of the six enemies: lust, anger,
greed, delusion, false pride and envy."

In verse 5 of his Manah Siksa, éripﬁda has compared the six
enemies starting with lust to highwaymen. Just as highwaymen
rob travellers of all their possessions leaving them penniless,
similarly the enemies like lust and anger rob the sadhakas of
their wealth of bhajana and leave them devotionally penniless.

In the Gita Sr7 Krsna has said to Arjuna: "All the senses are
controlled by attraction and aversion to the sense objects. Do
not become controlled by this duality of attraction and aversion.
They are the greatest enemies of the spirit soul!"

Thereafter Arjuna inquired:
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atha kena prayukto’yam papam carati purusah
anicchan api varsneya balad iva niyojitah

(Gita - 3.36)

"O Krsnal By what are people forcibly engaged in sin, even
unwillingly ™"

In other words, who or what forcibly engages us in sinful
activities, overwhelming our senses even if we do not want it
and even if we know all the rules and prohibitions of the
scriptures?

The Lord said:

kama esa krodha esa rajoguna samudbhavah
mahasano mahapapma viddhyenam iha vairinam

(Gita 3-37)

"O Arjunal! It is this lust, it is this anger that is born from the
material mode of passion and which is insatiable and very
horrible. Know this to be the great enemy of the sadhaka."

LUST is the desire for sense gratification. When this desire
is unfulfilled or thwarted it turns into ANGER, hence lust and
anger are one and therefore they are mentioned here in the
singular tense.

These desires for sense gratification are again assuming the
forms of greed, illusion, false pride and envy which are related
to the sense objects. In other words, when one is excessively
attracted to sweet flavours and money this behaviour is called
GREED. When this craving makes the intelligence attached to
temporary things it covers our spiritual knowledge and our
knowledge of God and this is called DELUSION. When the

4.
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ignorance accruing from this craving bears the form of self
identification like "I am rich" or "I am learned" then this is
called FALSE PRIDE. When this self-esteem makes one
upset after seeing others” wealth, friends and knowledge, then
this burning sensation is called ENVY or para sri katarata.
Therefore lust or desire is the root cause of all mischief and the
sole enemy of humankind. The main chief of the six
highwaymen-enemies is DESIRE or LUST.

It cannot be said though, that all the s@dhakas in the kingdom
of bhajana have freed themselves completely from the grip of
the highwaymen by giving up all connections with the sense-
objects, considering them to be the only obstacles to bhajana.
Although Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha is an eternal associate of the
Lord he spoke to instruct all the living entities:

"The highwaymen like lust have bound me around the neck

with the ropes of THE DESIRE FOR DISTINCTION".
T am a scholar, I am so qualified, I am a devotee, renunciant,
bhajananandi, premika, everyone will sing my glories, I will
lord it over the society of devotees by gaining the most respect
there.”

These kinds of aspirations are called pratisthasa. Even a
person who gave up everything cannot easily give up the desire
for distinction. This is such a wicked and turbulent desire which
is not so easy to control as are lust and anger and so on.

When a sadhaka begins to identify himself according to his
bhajana then this will drag the boat of his sa@dhana down to hell
(we have discussed this matter properly in the seventh sloka of
Manah Siksa). The target of a sincere devotee, who turns
towards the Lord and who is free from deceit, is only to act for
the love of the Lord. A devotee who is thus adorned with all
great qualities like humility and modesty, can cast the desire for

_5-
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distinction, which is a powerful weapon of the enemies like lust,
far away. Srila Thakura Mahasaya has written:

na koriho asat cesta,  labha puja pratistha,
sada cinta govinda carana
sakala vipatti yabe, mahananda sukha pabe,
prema bhakti parama karana

(Prema Bhakti Candrika)

"Do not endeavour for the false (unreal), like profit,
adoration and distinction. Always think of Govinda’s lotus feet!
All calamities will vanish and you will become very happy. This
is the greatest cause for loving devotion!"

All the calamities of the sadhaka will be destroyed by
thinking of Govinda’s lotus feet. The greatest means of
remembering Govinda’s lotus feet is association with Govinda’s
devotees and attaining their mercy. Therefore Sri Raghunatha
has said: chittva tah samharantas tann aghareh pantu mam
bhatah.

"May the heroic devotees of S11 Krsna sever these ropes of
distinction and protect me by destroying these highwaymen like
lust."

In the company of Sr1 Krsna's devotees, their attributes of
humility and modesty are infused into the consciousness of the
sadhaka. By their grace the desire for distinction flees far away.
By hearing $17 hari-katha from their holy mouths, the enemies
like lust disappear and attachment to bhajana awakens within
the heart of the sadhaka.

apani palabe saba, suniya govinda raba,
simhha rabe yeno karigana
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sakala vipatti yabe, mahananda sukha pabe
yara hoy ekanta bhajana.

(Prema Bhakti Candrika)

"They (these vices) will flee automatically when they hear the
sound of Govinda’s name, just as elephants flee when they hear
the lion’s roar. All calamities will go from one who surrenders
to bhajana and he will attain the topmost bliss."

Thus Sripﬁda Raghunatha teaches the sadhakas who are still
struggling with all these vices by his own example how to pray
to the devotees of Sr1 Krsna:

kamadi patha dasyugana, kare tara vicarana,
e samsare nigiidha bhavete
pratistha rajjura dvara, chaya jane mili tara,
bandhiyache amara golete

"Highwaymen like lust are secretly wandering through the
material world. These six enemies have bound me around the
neck with the ropes of distinction."

krsna bhakta viragana,  dante trna nivedana,
chinna kori tadera bandhana
chaya ripu vadha kori,  raksa koro kese dhari,
krsna boli koriya garjana

"With a straw between my teeth I pray to the heroic devotees
of Krsna to sever the bondage. While roaring out the name of
Krsna they will kill these six enemies and save me by holding
me by the hair."
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VERSE 2:

dagdham vardhaka-vanya-vahnibhir alarh dastarh durandhyahina
biddharh mam atiparavasya-visikhaih krodhadi-sithhair vrtam |
svamin prema-sudhia-dravarh karunaya drak payaya $ri-hare
yenaitan avadhirya santatam ahaih dhiro bhavantarh bhaje l121l

dagdham - burnt; vardhaka - old age; vanya - forest; vahnibhih -
by the fires; alam - greatly; dastam - bitten; durandhya - great
blindness; ahina - by the snake; viddham - pierced; mam - me; ati -
great; paravasya - dependence; visikhaih - by the arrows; krodha -
anger; adi - and others; simhaih - by the lions; vrtam - surrounded;
svamin - O master!; prema - love of God; sudha-dravam - nectar;
karunaya - by the grace; drak - quickly; payaya - cause to drink; sri
hare - O Srt Hari!: yena - by whom; etan - this; avadhirya - ignore;
santatam - constantly; aham - I; dhirah - steadfastly; bhavantam -
You; bhaje - I may worship.

"Q $ri Hari! I am burning in the forest fires of old age,
the terrible snake of blindness is biting me, I am pierced
by the sharp arrows of dependence on others and I am
surrounded by the lions of anger and so forth. O Master!
Please quickly make me drink the nectar of your love, so
that I may ignore all these things and worship You in a
steadfast manner!"

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: From this verse it can be
understood that this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava was written in Sri
Raghunatha’s old age. The more his old age approached, the
more his life-airs began to burn in an intolerable forest fire of
separation from Sri Gauranga and Sri Radharani. Moreover
tears constantly streamed from his eyes like monsoon showers
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out of separation from Sri Riipa and Sanatana Gosvami, causing
his eyesight to vanish.

When old age is nearing one becomes naturally dependent
and when anger arises there will be an obstacle to the continuity
of bhajana, which makes it naturally hard to remain alive.
Although Sr7 Raghunatha has a transcendental parsada-sarira
(body of an eternal associate of the Lord) and thus these
hardships do not have any influence on him, he still is humbly
revealing his deplorable condition in this verse, just to instruct
the sadhakas.

After all, in the Bhakti-Ratnakara one can find a description
of Sri Raghunatha’s extraordinary adherence to the regulative

principles of bhajana:

$ri dasa gosaira kotha kohone na jay;
nirantara dagdha hiya viraha vyathaya
kotha sri svarapa-riapa sanatana - boli;
bhasaye netrera jale viluthaye dhali
ati kstna sarira durbol ksane ksane
koroye bhaksana kichu dui cari dine
yadyapi suska deha batase haloy;
tathapi nirbandha kriya sab samadoy
bhame padi’ pranami’ uthite nahi pare;
ithe ye nisedhe kichu na kohoye tare
prabhu datta govardhana $ila guiija hare;
seve ki adbhuta sukhe apana pasare
diva nisi na janaye sri nama grahane;
netre nidra nai asrudhara du’nayane
dasa gosvamira cesta bujhite ke pare;
sada magna radha krsna caitanya vihare

(Bhakti-Ratnakara, 6th Wave)
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"Srila Dasa Gosvami is indescribable. His heart was always
burning in the fire of separation. While saying: "Where are you,
Sri Svariipa Damodara, Sri Riipa and Sanatanal?", he rolled in
the dust and floated in his own tears. His emaciated body
became weaker at every moment and he would only eat
something every two or four days. Although his body was so
frittle that it could be blown away by the wind, he would still
perform all his important duties. When he fell to the ground to
offer obeisances to someone, he could not get up anymore. But
if anyone (out of concern for him) forbade him to do this, he
would not listen.

He would forget himself out of ecstasy when he worshipped
the Govardhana-sila and the guiija-beads that Lord Caitanya
had given him, and he did not know whether it was day or night
when he chanted the beautiful names of Radha and Krsna.
There was no sleepiness in his eyes that were always full of tears
of love. Who can understand the activities of Dasa Gosvami?
His mind was always immersed in the pastimes of Radha-Krsna
and Lord Caitanya!"

Although he performed bhajana throughout the eight
periods of the day his thirst for more bhajan was never
quenched, as if he was suffering from cholera.' bhakti is by
nature insatiable. As soon as satiation appears in bhajana we
must understand that the lifespan of our bhajan is diminished.
The relish of the flavours of bhajana can be measured
according to the thirst for bhajana. The greater the thirst, the
greater the relish, the greater the relish, the greater the thirst.
They increase and nourish each other.

LA person who suffers from cholera never has his thirst for water
quenched and ultimately dies of thirst.

-10 -
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In the previous verse Sri Raghunatha prayed for the mercy
of the Vaisnavas, so that he could be released from the hands of
his enemies like lust and their great agent distinction, and thus
attain the great fortune of pure bhajana. Then again he thinks:
"Even if T am saved from the grip of enemies like lust and
distinction, still this body of mine obstructs my bhajana. It is as
if the forest fire of old age is constantly consuming my body.
The burning of this fire gradually vanquishes my power of
bhajana."

Although Sri Raghunatha is an eternal associate of the Lord
he gives here a beautiful teaching to the world. Many people
keep their youth reserved for free sense gratification and their
old age for bhajana. But alas! What else is it but crazyness or
foolishness to engage our youthful energy in mortal sense
gratification and to reserve our old age for attaining the
immortal treasure of prema, thus desiring to give the remnants
of maya to the Lord? For this reason Srila Prahlada Mahasaya
told his demoniac classmates:

kaumara acaret prajiio dharman bhagavatan iha
durlabham manusam janma tad apy adhruvam arthadam
yatha hi purusasyeha visnoh padopasarpanam

yad esa sarva bhiatanam priya atmesvarah suhrt
sukham aindriyakam daitya deha yogena dehinam
sarvatra labhyate daivad yatha duhkam ayatnatah

tat prayaso na karmuyo yata ayur Uyayah param
na tatha vindate ksemam mukunda caranambujam

tato yateta kusalah ksemaya bhavam asritah
Sariram purusam yavan na vipadyeta purkalam

(Bhagavata 7.6.1-5)

-11 -
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"O friends! A wise man practises the theistic religion from his

childhood! After all, human birth is very rare and although it
bestows the highest blessing, it can be finished at any time.
In this material world the human birth is most favourable for
surrendering to the lotus feet of the Lord, Who is the dear most
friend of all living beings. O demons! The happiness arising
from sense gratification can be obtained everywhere without
effort, even in the animal species, just as misery can be.
Therefore we should not endeavour for sense pleasures, for this
simply decreases our lifespan.

The auspiciousness arising from the worship of Lord
Mukunda’s lotus feet can never be attained by serving the
senses. Therefore an intelligent person should not endeavour
for temporary sense pleasures, but for the worship of Sri
Govinda’s lotus feet as long as the body is not worn out by old
age, disease and lamentations."

Sripada Raghunatha teaches the living beings: "Don’t save
your old age for bhajana, for there are many problems in old
agel"

He mentions himself as the example of all these problems:
dastam durandhyahina

"I am bitten by the snake of blindness! The poisonous bite of
the snake of blindness is burning up my body, mind and life-
airs. The power of my bhajana is being diminished, and there
is no shelter from this suffering!"

Then again he says: viddha mam ati paravasya visikhaih
"During old age the body and senses become invalid, so the
help of others is needed to accomplish all kinds of perpetual
devotional duties. The body becomes dependent and this is as
miserable as being pierced by sharp arrows."

Sri Raghunatha was the greatest renunciant; when he
renounced his great wealth to come to the Lord’s lotus feet at

-12 -
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Nilacala he began to live there by begging. That day, the Lord
became very pleased with him and told him:

bhalo koila vairagira dharma dacarila;
vairdagi koribo sada nama sankirtana;
magiya khaiya kore jlvana raksana;
vairagi hoiya yeba kore parapeksa;
karya siddhi nahe, krsna korena apeksa

(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 6)

"You have done very well by adhering to the principles of
renunciation. A renunciant is always chanting the holy name,
keeping himself alive by eating begged food. A renunciant who
relies on others will not attain perfection. He will be neglected
by Krsna."

These words from the Lord’s divine mouth are still floating
on the canvas of Sri Raghunatha’s memory, but in old age one
becomes helpless and accepts the help of others. He feels that
he is acting contrary to the Lord’s divine words and this misery
feels to him like the sharp piercing of arrows.

Then again he says: krodhadi simhair vrtam "I am attacked
by the lions of anger and so." In old age, anger naturally
awakens. It is the natural course of the body’s development.
This is striking the heart like the attack of a turbulent lion.
When some traveller is by chance surrounded by a blazing
forest fire and simultaneously bitten by a black snake, pierced
by the sharp arrows of a hunter and attacked by so many lions,
then no one else but the victim himself can understand how it
feels to befall so many calamities at the same time.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I am suffering in a similar way."

- 13-
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Although he is always engaged in bhajana Sri Raghunatha
thinks that his old age is physically impeding it. How great is his
craving for bhajan, although he is already constantly swimming
in the ocean of bhajan!

He thinks to himself: "By drinking nectar, old age vanishes
and the body is given new energy. By drinking nectar the
demigods have become immortal. When old age is gone, all the
conditions connected with it will also be gone and I could be so
fortunate as to resume my bhajan without worries."

Hence he submits this prayer to Sri Govinda’s lotus feet:
svamin prema sudha-dravam karunaya drak payaya sri hare
yenaitan avadhirya santatam aham dhiro bhavantam bhaje

“O Hari! O master! Please swiftly make me drink the nectar
of Your love so that I can ignore all these conditions and I can
always worship Your lotus feet!"

The meaning of these addresses here are as follows: Sri
Krsna is the svami. Without His grace, no one can attain prema
simply on the strength of his own sddhana. sadhana merely
cleanses the heart of the sadhaka and makes it fit for prema to
enter it. St Krsna may mercifully give prema to such a worthy
object of His grace. Then again He is Hari, which means that
He removes (harana) all impediments from the surrendered
sadhaka and steals his mind through prema:

hari sabdera bahu artha dui mukhyatama;

sarva amangala hare, prema diya hare mana
(C.C)

Although the demigods in heaven become immortal by
drinking nectar it is an impediment for the devotees of Krsna.
The transcendental body of their bhajana is being nourished by
the NECTAR OF PREMA.

-14 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

The relish of the flavours of prema makes one forget all
physical conditions. It nourishes the transcendental body of
bhajana and constantly extends the energy of bhajana. When a
sadhaka can attain the relish of the nectar of bhajana in his
heart of hearts, then all unfavourable factors for his bhajan will
be removed and he will be able to continue bhajana forever.
This is the essential teaching of this discussion for the sadhakas.

vardhakya ripa davanale, dagdha kore tile tile,
ksane ksane mana ucatana
andhata-ripa kala sarpa, bhayavaha yara darpa,
damsanete iha acetana

"I am burning in the forest fire of old age at every moment
and this always upsets my mind. I fell unconscious from the bite
of the black snake of blindness, who is very proud of its
terrifying nature."

paravasya riipa bane, hiyara majhare hane,
tahe viddha koriyache more.
krodha ripa simha more, ghiriyache cari dhare,
paldaite keba sakti dhare?

"My heart is pierced by the arrows of dependence and I am
surrounded on all sides by the lions of anger. Who has the
power to escape from them?

he svamin he hare, sad aisvarya sada yare,
dasi hoye nitya seva kore.
premamita koro dana, prana bhari kori pana,

safijivita koroho amare

-15-
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"O master, O Hari, Whom the six opulences are always
serving like a mere maidservant, please give me the nectar of
prema! I will drink it with all my heart! Please revive me thus!"

VERSE 3:

yan madhuri divyasudharasabdheh
smrteh kanenapy atilolitatma |
padmair vrajasthan akhilan vrajam ca
natva svanathau bata tau didrkse II3l|

yad - whose; madhuri - sweetness; divya - divine; sudha - nectar;
rasa - transcendental flavours; abdhel - of the ocean; smyteh - of the
remembrance; kanena - by the drop; api - even; ati - very much; lolita
- restless, or possessed with transcendental greed; atma - self; padyaih
- with verses; vraja-sthan - those who live in Vraja; akhilan - all;
vrajam ca - and the abode of Vraja; natva - bowing down; sva - own;
nathau - two Lords; bata - alas!; tau - these two; didrkse - desiring to
see.

I greatly yearn to see My most beloved king and
queen, Sri Sri Radha-Madhava, the memory of a single
drop from the nectar ocean of Whose sweetness has
made my heart very eager to see Them. Thus through
these verses I bow down to Their abode Vraja and its
inhabitants.

Stavamrta kana vyakhya: Through the previous verse we
can somehow get to know how great Sripada Raghunatha’s
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passionate devotion was, that caused such a great yearning for
bhajana in his old age.

His extraordinary renunciation and his harsh adherence to
the regulative principles of bhajana simultaneously arise in one
place with the tenderness of his loving devotion, always serving
as a shining example for the raga-bhaktas like the pole star

Deeply absorbed in bhajana, Sri Raghunatha is weeping on
the bank of Radhakunda. He cannot remain alive without
seeing the Lord directly. Occasionally a transcendental vision
of the sweetness of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava awakens in him
Whose relish expands a supernatural bliss in his consciousness,
and then a moment later the vision ends and his lamentations
double in intensity.

It is comparable to the momentary lightning strike in a
clouded new moon night, which (afterwards) doubles the
darkness of the traveller’s eyes. What a wonderful condition of
bhava awakens when the premika once relishes the sweetness
of the Lord through his eyes and then this vision vanishes.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada describes this in his
Madhurya-Kadambini-grantha (Sth shower): ...hanta hanta
kena va anirvacaniya bhagyena svayam hasta prapto nidhir
ajani, kena va mahaparadhena tatas cyutam iti, niscetum
niscetano’ham na prabhavami tad badhavadhitadhih kva yami
ki va karomi kam upayam atra kam uha va prechami maha-
sanyam iva niratmakam iva nihsaranam iva dava plustam iva
mam nigilad iva tribhuvanam avaloke

"Alas! Alas! By some indescribable stroke of luck I have
gotten this jewel in my hand! What offence did I commit that
made it fall from my hand again? I am ignorant, so I cannot
ascertain anything myself! I've become like a great fool! Where
shall T go? What shall T do? Whom shall T ask for the solution to
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this? I feel completely empty as if bereft of all relatives, without
shelter as if burning in a forest fire! It is as if the three worlds
are devouring me!"

If a sadhana-siddha-premika experiences this out of want for
the sweetness of the Lord, one can easily imagine how powerful
the condition of separation of a nitya-siddha-parikara like
Sripéda Raghunatha must be.

When his transcendental visions vanish, he feels a strong
want and even during such sphurana-(unfolding) visions he
feels a deep hankering for the direct attainment of the deity. In
such a condition Sripﬁda Raghunatha praised Sridhama Vraja
and the eternal associates of the Lord in this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava,
as a means to directly attain the Lord.

In this verse he says: yan madhuri divya sudha rasabdheh
smirteh kanenapyati lolitatma

"I have become extremely greedy after remembering the
flavour of even one drop from the divine sweet nectarocean of
S17 Sri Radha-Madhava."

The divine nectar of Sri Sr1 Radha-Madhava’s sweetness is
like a billowing ocean. When Sripada relishes a sphurana-vision
of even one drop of this nectar he becomes overwhelmed.
Because he attracts everyone from the material universes up to
Vaikuntha and Goloka, from the mobile and immobile
creatures up to Laksmi Narayana and even Himself, the Lord
of Goloka, with His wonderful sweetness, He is named ‘Krsna’.

vrndavane aprakrta navina madana;

kama gayatri kama bije yara upasana

purusa yosit kiba sthavara jangama;
sarva cittakarsaka saksan manmatha madana
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Srigara rasarajamaya martidhara;
ataeva atma paryanta sarva citta hara

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 8)

"The transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana is
worshipped with the Kama-Gayatri-mantra with the Kama-bija.
He attracts men and women, mobile and immobile creatures,
for He is the enchanter of Cupid Himself. He is the
embodiment of the king of flavours, the erotic flavour, and thus
He steals even His own mind away!"

Along with His all-attractive, ever fresh dense syama-beauty,
the tender Syﬁmasundara Who is an ocean of sweetness and the
root cause of all lustre, there is premera svariipa deha prema
vibhavita; krsnera preyasi srestha jagate vidita.

Who can describe the power of the clash of the billowing
waves of this incomparable ocean of sweetness, the golden
embodiment of mahabhava, that shines like fresh Gorocana-
pigments, Krsna’s dear most beloved Srimati Varsabanavi, with
the Krsna-ocean?

Simply by remembering one drop of this, Sri Raghunatha
becomes exceedingly greedy. Stimat Jiva Gosvamipada gives a
slight hint of this self-manifest sweetness of Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava:

gaura syama rucojjvalabhir amalair aksnor vilasotsavair
nrtyantibhir asesa madana kala vaidagdhya digdhatmabhih
anyonya priyata sudha parimala stomonmadabhih sada
Radha-Madhava madhuribhir abhitas cittam mamakramyatam

(Srt Krsna Sandarbha 581)
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"May Radha and Madhava, Who are shining with a golden
and bluish splendor, Whose eyes are dancing in a spotless
festival of play, Who are anointed with endless cleverness in
erotic artistry, and Who are greatly delighted by the nectarean
fragrance of Their mutual dearness, attack my mind in all
respects with Their sweetness." The purport of this verse is:

"May the combined self manifest, indescribable forms of Sri-
Sri Radha-Madhava arise in my consciousness in such a way
that not even the slightest other awareness will remain. May
that sweetness never leave my consciousness!" - This is
Sripéda’s wish.

He describes this sweetness as a bright golden and bluish
splendor. In other words - The sapphire-like luster of éyﬁma
and the golden luster of S$ri Radha illuminate all directions.

Because of being with the beloved, Sri Radha’s right eye and
Sii Krsna's left eye are gladdened by wonderful gestures,
dancing with indescribable sweetness. The endless manifesting
expertise of Vrsabhanu-nandint’s madanakhya-mahabhava is as
if surrounding Their sublime bodies.

In other words, Their bodies are adorned by the sweetness
of innumerable wonderful pastimes like kissing and embracing,
which are the visible signs of that mdadana-bhava from which
innumerable pastimes become revealed, generating all bhavas,
from rati upto mahabhava.

Then again They are gladdened by the fragrance of
sweetness that anoints Them with the unguents of mutual love
and enchants all the people. In other words, just as the
vermilion and other unguents that adorn a hero and heroine’s
body makes their bodies fragrant and delights Their bystanding
girlfriends, similarly the fragrance of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava’s
mutual love supremely delights Their sakhis.
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Srimat Jiva Gosvami said: "May this sweetness attack my
consciousness in all respects!"

The remembrance of even a drop of this ocean of Sri Si
Radha-Madhava’s very powerful sweetness greatly overwhelms
Sripéda Raghunatha’s heart and mind. He becomes unsteady
when great sacred greed awakens within him. Without directly
being able to relish this sweetness he won't be able to stay alive.
jala vina yeno mina, duhka paya ayuh hina (Like a fish out of
water I suffer like I am lifeless). Such is his condition. He
cannot spend any more time without darsana.

Being thus helpless in his desire to see S$ri-Sri Radha-
Madhava, his king and queen, he praises and honours Sri Vraja-
dhama and its inhabitants in these verses, seeing this as the best
way to attain Their darsana. padyair vrajasthan akhilan vrajam
ca, natva svanathau bata tau didrkse. Hence this stava is called
Vraja-Vilasa-Stava. When Vraja-dhama and the inhabitants of
Vraja are merciful, he will easily attain the direct audience of
his most beloved Sri Sri Radha-Madhava, this is Sri
Raghunatha’s unswayable faith.

yandera madhuri sindhu, smari tara eka bindu
ati lubdha hoiyachi ami.
katipaya sloka kore, vraja-dhama parikare,
bhakti bhare tanha sabe nami.

"Because I have become very greedy even by remembering
a mere drop of the ocean of Their beauty, I am now bowing
down with devotion to Vraja-dhama and Sr1 Sr1 Radha-Krsna’s
associates there in these following verses."

ei vancha hoy prane, nitya kori darasane,
prana mora yugala kisora.
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vrajavdsi sange vasa, ei matra abhilasa,
(seve) ei asa parna koro mora

"I cherish the desire in my heart to always see Them, for the
Yugala Kisora are my very life. I desire only to live with the
Vrajavasis. Please fulfill these desires (for service)!"

VERSE 4:

pradurbhava-sudha-dravena nitaram angitvam aptva yayo-
rgosthe’tiksnam ananga esa paritah krida-vinodarh rasaih |
prityollasayatiha mugdha-mithuna-sreni-vatamsav imau
gandharva giridharinau bata kada draksyami ragena tau l14l|

pradurbhava - appearance; sudha-dravena - with the nectar;
nitaram - always; angitvam - the embodied state; apta - attain; yayoh
- of whom; gosthe - in Vraja; abhiksnam - constantly; ananga - the
disembodied Cupid; esa - this; paritah - everywhere; krida - play;
vinodam - pleasure; rasaih - with flavours; pritya - with love;
ullasayati - gladdens; iha - here; mugdha - bewildered, beautiful,
young; mithuna - pair; Srent - series; vatamsau - the greatest
ornaments; imau - these two; gandharva - Radha; giridharinau - and
Krsna; bata - alas!; kada - when; draksyami - 1 will see; ragena - with
passionate love; tau - these two.

When will I see Gandharva and Giridhari, the crown
jewels of innocent, young and beautiful Couples, Who
gave the disembodied Cupid his body back by sprinkling
him with the nectar waves of Their appearance and Who
are always lovingly expanding Their erotic pastimes of
pleasure, with the eyes of devotional passion?
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: A great longing for the
sweetness of the Yugala awakens within Sripﬁda Raghunatha’s
heart. This intense longing is the very life-force of raga bhajana.
Through his wonderfully artistic sweet poetry Sri Raghunatha
reveals his deep anurdga in these verses.

The river of his kavya-rasa (mellows of poetry) is agitated by
ever new waves of beauty and sweetness and constantly flows
towards the madhurya-sindhu (ocean of sweetness) of Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava, illuminated by the lovely rays of the ever-
fresh moon of bhava and dancing with higher and higher waves
of lalita-lila (lovely pastimes), eager to go down into it.

In the previous verse he has said: "I greatly yearn to see My
most beloved king and queen Radha and Madhava, the memory
of a single drop from the nectarocean of Whose sweetness has
made my heart very eager to see Them. Thus through this
Vraja-Vilasa-Stava I bow down to Their abode Vraja and its
inhabitants."

One may ask here: "Sripéda! In what way do you like to see
the Yugala? The desires of your eyes will already be fulfilled by
seeing Them united just once, won’t they? To answer this
question he speaks this verse: "I want to see this most rasika-
pair enjoying erotic pastimes with Each other."

S17 Krsna is the embodiment of complete erotic flavours and
Sri Radha is the embodiment of complete mahabhava. 1f this
embodiment of condensed erotic flavours and the embodiment
of condensed love are relishable, then I must relish Them in a
playful condition. In this condition I can perceive the pinnacle
of Their exchange of rasa and prema, although generally Their
darsana alone is already the greatest fruit of the eyes for those
who have eyes. Because what to speak of others, They are
Themselves already enchanted simply by seeing Each other. Sri
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Krsna says: radhara darsane amara judaya nayana; amara
darsane radha sukhe ageyana (C.C.)

"The sight of Radha soothes My eyes and when Radha sees
Me, She is beside Herself of bliss." Still, for Sri Radha’s sakhis
and maijaris the highest fulfillment is the sight of the Yugala in
a playful condition.

In this verse Sri Raghunatha is saying: "By sprinkling the
disembodied Cupid with the nectar-rasa of Their appearance,
They have given him his body back?. Thus They always increase
the pleasure of Their pastimes through transcendental flavours
like the Srigara rasa. It is as if the disembodied Cupid becomes
directly embodied by being showered by the nectar of Sri
Radha-Madhava’s Vrndavana lila. The purport of this is that the
mundane Cupid has no power and influence at all in
Vrndavana. Here the Original Personality of Godhead
Vrajendra-Nandana is the TRANSCENDENTAL NEW
CUPID and the most loving Vraja-sundaris serve this
transcendental new Cupid with the supreme essence of prema,
named mahabhava.

This prema is called KAMA here. Seeing the signs of this
kama (gopi-prema), great loving and wise devotees like
Uddhava became astonished and ecstatic and prayed for births
as blades of grass or shrubs in Vraja in order to get showered
with their sacred footdust.

Although Sri Vrajendra-Nandana is the Original Personality
of Godhead and the embodiment of rase and a@nanda, and
although all the people of the world can become free from all
lusty desires and blessed with attaining prema simply by

2 siva kopanala dagdha sarira ityanubhatartha dyotaka etacchabdah
(Banga Bihari Vidyalankara): "Cupid initially lost his body because it
was scorched by the fire of Siva's anger."
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hearing and chanting His holy name, He Himself considers
Himself blessed when He is showered by the countless streams
of lust or topmost love of Sri Radha and the Vraja-gopis, and
the world and Cupid also become fulfilled.

radhikadi loiya koilo rasadi vilasa;
vaiicha bhari asvadilo rasera niryasa
kaisora vayasa, kama jagata sakala;
rasadi lilaya tina korilo saphala

(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4)

"Taking Radhika and others along for the Rasa-dance and
other pastimes He fulfills His desires by extracting the
transcendental flavours from them. He fulfills His adolescence
and satisfies Cupid and the whole world by performing
pastimes like the Rasa-dance."

The purport here is that in lust there is a certain motivation
for selfish sense gratification. One name of lust is anariga or the
disembodied. If this lust, or anarga, is not joined with pure
love, viz. activities only meant to please the beloved, without
desiring personal sense gratification, then ananga can never
become sarnga (embodied).

Because the love of Sri Radhika and the gopis is in all
respects free from all motivations, Ananga has now become
blessed with a new body by revealing his innumerable items like
kissing and embracing through them. Thus he has become free
from the disgrace of his disembodied status. Especially through
Sri Radha’s madanakhya mahabhava-filled pastimes, Madana
(Cupid) has been blessed again with a full embodiment. Hence
Srimat Rﬁpa Gosvami has written:
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harir esa na ced avatarisyan mathurayam madhuraksi radhika ca
abhavisyad iyam vrtha visrstir makarankas tu visesatas tadatra

(Vidagdha Madhava Nataka)

"O sweet-eyed girl! If Sri Hari and Sri Radhika had not
descended in Mathura, then the creation would have been in
vain. Especially the existence of Cupid would have been a
waste!"

Therefore Ananga became sanga, or embodied, as a result of
the appearance of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, and so the flavours
of the pleasure-pastimes of this Rasika-Mithuna (romantic
Couple) are expanding through the erotic flavour and other
love-mellows.

Here we may ask: "The mundane Ananga cannot get a place
in the transcendental loving pastimes of Sri-Sr1 Radha-
Madhava, can he? Ananga may consider himself blessed and
reembodied by taking part in these pastimes because of the
semblance of lust in them, but can the mundane Cupid really
actually nourish or increase the transcendental erotic pastimes
of Sri Radha-Madhava?"

Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has written about this in his Brhad
Krama Sandarbha-commentary on the line uttambhayan rati-
patim ramayam cakdara ("$r1 Krsna created lusty feelings in the
Vraja-sundaris and then made love with them in different
ways") of the Bhagavata-sloka; bahu prasara (Bha. 10.29.46):

vastutastu tasam premaiva sahajikah natu kamah. tad
abhave sa lila surasa na bhavatiti svayam eva tasam asantam
api kamam vardhayamasetyarthah. sa tu kamah prakrto na
bhavati api tu sa eva bhagavan yenamsena kamavataro bhavati
sa evamsas tasam manasyavesitah
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This means: "Actually it is natural for the Vraja-ramanis to
have pure love for Krsna without desiring personal sense
gratification. It is impossible for desires of personal lusty sense
gratification ever to enter into their hearts. But without lust, the
meetings between heroes and heroines are never relishable.
Therefore, although there was no lust in the hearts of the Vraja-
sundaris, the Lord infused lust into them and also increased it.
But this lust is never like mundane lust. Rather, the Lord
infused a particle of this lust in the presiding deity of mundane
lust, with which he bewilders the living entities, in their hearts.
Therefore, although the mundane Ananga has no right to enter
into these pastimes he still considers himself embodied for the
sake of these pastimes, and the transcendental Cupid expands
the flavours of the Yugala-pastimes. Thus it must be
understood."

Sripada Raghunatha said: "Sri Radha-Giridhari are the crown
jewels of all young, wonderful loving pairs in beauty, sweetness,
love and playfulness. Not only of all the pairs in the material
worlds, but also of all the Personalities of Godhead that sport in
the spiritual worlds with Their goddesses of fortune.

vrajendranandana krsna - nayaka siromani,
nayikara siromani - radha thakurani

(c.c)

"Vrajendra-Nandana Krsna is the crown jewel of all amorous
heroes and goddess Radha is the crown jewel of all amorous
heroines." éripﬁda Raghunatha passionately yearns to see this
Sri Radha-Giridhari. Unless this anuraga comes to anoint the
eyes with the devotional power to see, the sweetness of the
confidential pastimes of S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava cannot be
relished. Therefore Sri Raghunatha urges the sadhakas who are
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eager to relish the mellows of the pastimes of Radha-Madhava
to spend their lives practising full-time raga bhajana.

prakatita lilarapa amrta parase
ananga yeno anga labha kori vraje
Srigaradi rasa dvara tiho nirantara
sucaturya vrddhi kore navina lilara
kama krida-rata sei yugala kisora
anurdge sandarsane hoibo vibhora

"Through the nectarean touch of Their manifest pastimes, it
was as if Ananga gained a body in Vraja. He constantly expands
the cleverness of the mellows like srigara-rasa of these ever-
new pastimes. I will become absorbed in passionately
witnessing the Yugala Kisora engaging in Their erotic
pastimes."

VERSE 5:

vaikunthad api sodaratmaja-vrta dvaravati sa priya
yatra $ri-Sata-nindi-patta-mahisi-vrndaih prabhuh khelati |
prema-ksetram asau tato’pi mathura srestha harer janmato
yatra §ri-vraja eva rajatitararn tam eva nityarh bhaje II5ll

vaikunthad - than Vaikuntha; api - even; sodara - brother; atmaja
- child; vrta - surrounded; dvaravati - Dvaraka; sa - she; priya -
beloved; yatra - where; $ri - goddess of fortune; Sata - a hundred; nindi
- belitiling; pattamahisi-vrndaih - with many queens; prabhul - the
Lord; khelati - plays; prema - love; ksetram - field; asau - this; tatah -
than that; api - even; mathura - Mathura; srestha - the greatest; hareh
- of Hari; janmatah - of the birth; yatra - where; sri vraja - Sri Vraja;
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eva - only; rajatitaram - clearly manifest; tam - to her; eva - only;
nityam - eternally; bhaje - I worship.

I eternally worship Mathura-dhama, where the
Supreme Lord personally took His birth, which includes
Vraja and which is even greater than Dvaraka, where the
Lord is always enjoying wonderful pastimes with His
Queens like Rukmini and Satyabhama, Who are the
greatest goddesses of fortune, where He is surrounded
by His brother Balarama and His sons, headed by
Pradyumna, and which is in its turn again greater than
Vaikuntha.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For the fulfillment of his
desires Sripada Raghunatha first praises Sri Mathura-mandala
in this verse.

Sri Vaikuntha is the Supreme Abode. In Srimad Bhagavata
(2.9.10) it is described:

pravartate yatra rajas tamas tayoh
sattvam ca misram na ca kala vikramah
na yatra maya kim utapare harer
anuvrata yatra surasurarcitah

"In 11 Vaikuntha there are no material modes of passion,
ignorance or mixed goodness, nor is there any influence of time
or mayd, what to speak of maya-induced lust and anger. Here
the associates of Lord Visnu reside, worshipped by both gods
and demons."

In the Brhad Bhagavatamrta it is seen that when Si1
Gopakumara went to Vaikuntha, he experienced the spotless
bliss there and said:
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tesu vai drsyamanesu tad brahmanubhave sukham
gacchet sutucchatam sadyo hriyeva viramet sukham
aho sukham kidrg idam duritham aho padam kidrg idam mahistham
aho mahascaryatarah prabhus ca kidrk tathas caryatara krpasya

"When I see this Vaikuntha and all that is there, I consider
the experience of brahma to be insignificant and the bliss of
liberation becomes ashamed and ceases to exist. Aho! How
blissful it is here! How supremely glorious, indescribable and
inconceivable this place is! Aho! How amazing also the Lord of
this abode is and how greatly astonishing is His grace!"

In other words: in Vaikuntha-loka everything is adorned with
the greatest glory. Higher than this supreme abode Vaikuntha,
though, is Dvaravati.

Being a worshiper in the mood of Vraja, Sri Gopakumara
could not be happy by seeing the opulences of Vaikuntha, so
when he gradually proceeded to Ayodhya and Dvaraka he
experienced a happiness superior to that of Ayodhya and
Vaikuntha in Dvaraka and said:

mokse sukham nanu mahattamam acyute yat
tat koti koti gunitam gaditum vikunthe
yaktya kayacid adhikam kila kosalayam
yad dvarakabhavad idam tu katham nirapyam

(Brhad Bhagavatamprta 2.5.37)

"In Vaikuntha there is a bliss which is millions of times
greater than the bliss of liberation, that is ascertained by those
who desire liberation. The devotees of the Lord have
ascertained that the bliss of Ayodhya is again greater than that
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in Vaikuntha, but none of these persons have been able to
measure the bliss of Dvaraka!"

Sripéda Sanatana Gosvami writes in his own commentary on
the next verse (2.5.38): wyatha seva rasa visesa
nisthayayodhyayam vaikunthato’pi  sukhadhikyam ghateta,
tatha dvarakayam api sauhrda rasa visesa nisthayayodhyato’pi
sukha visesah sidhyatyeva

"There is more bliss in Ayodhya than in Vaikuntha because
there is a specific and fixed service-attitude in Ayodhya.
Similarly more bliss is accomplished in Dvaraka than in
Ayodhya because there is a certain attitude of friendship in
Dvaraka."

Thus showing the superiority of Dvaraka over Vaikuntha, SrT
Raghunatha describes fixation in the sauhrd-rasa (attitude of
friendship) and says: "$r1 Krsna shines beautifully in Dvaraka,
surrounded by His brother Balarama and His sons, headed by
Pradyumna, and He enjoys wonderful pastimes with His 16,000
Queens, headed by Rukmini and Satyabhama, all excelling
hundreds of goddesses of fortune and all existing for His
pleasure."

After that he said: "But greater even than Dvaraka is Si1
Mathura, because the Lord advented Himself there. Mathura-
puri shines like the Queen of Queens, being the greatest of the
seven holy places.” Srimat Riipa Gosvamipada has written:

adyavanti patad graham kuru kare maye sanair vijaya
cchatram kaici grhana kasi puratah padaryugam dharaya
nayodhye bhaja sambhraman stuti-katham nodgaraya dvarake

deviyam bhavatisu hanta mathura drsti-prasadam dadhe

(Stavamala - Mathura-stava - 4)
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"O Avanti! Take the spittoon for spitting the chewed betel
leaves in your hands! O Mayapuri! Softly fan her! O Kafici! Hold
the umbrella! O Kasi! Hold the two sandals in front of her! O
Ayodhye! Don’t be afraid anymore! O Dvarake! Do not offer
anymore praises, because Mathura, who has become the Queen
of $17 Krsna Himself, has become pleased with you!"

The glories of Mathura are so great because Sri Krsna, the
Original Personality of Godhead, has advented Himself there.
More glorious than that, though, is that WITHIN THE
DISTRICT OF MATHURA THERE IS VRAJA, THE
ABODE OF PURE LOVE.

The Lord descended in Mathura, but He displayed His
loving pastimes, devoid of all sense of awe and reverence, in
Vraja, the abode of love.

His associates here have forgotten all of His majesty and have
lost themselves in loving Krsna in the mood of

mora putra, mora sakha,
mora pranapati

(c.c.,)

"He is my son, He is my friend, He is the Lord of My heart."

Hence there is no comparison to Vraja, the abode of pure
love. When feelings of awe and reverence arise, they make the
heart contract and this decreases the bliss of love. Love
demands that the beloved is loved without any hesitation.
When reverence or hesitation appear, love’s heart breaks.

In love the devotee and the Lord are embracing each other
in the most intimate way - this is the speciality of love. This
cannot be found anywhere else than in Vraja, the abode of pure
love.
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Therefore in Vraja one wave of the celestial Ganga-river of
love follows the other, and they are flowing in innumerable
directions. This ecstatic love cannot be witnessed anywhere else
but in the pure and sweet ecstatic Vraja-bhava. This is the
exclusive glory or pride of Vraja-prema.

Sri Raghunatha said: "I always worship this Sri Mathura,
which includes Vraja, the abode of love".

pattamahist $rt rukmini satyabhama;
Sata Sata laksmi nahe yahara upama
sahodara baladeva putra parikare;
ye sthanete $ri govinda nitui vihare
sei dhama dvaravati vaikuntha hoite;
adhika mahima boli gaya bhagavate
mathura mandale prema ksetra vrajadhama;
yatha janma angi kore svayam bhagavan
dvaravati hoite srestha mathura mandala
satata bhajana kori sarva sumangala

"Dvaraka-dhama, where Sri Govinda eternally sports with
His Queens S1i Rukmini and Satyabhama, Who cannot be
compared to hundreds of goddesses of fortune, as well as with
His sons and His brother, is greater than Vaikuntha and it is
excessively praised by Srimad Bhagavata. Mathura-mandala,
the abode of love Vrajadhama where the Original Personality of
Godhead took His birth, is even greater than Dvaraka, though.
I always worship this all-auspicious place."
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VERSE 6:

yatra kridati madhavah priyatamaih snigdhah sakhinam kulai-
rnityarn gadha-rasena rama-sahito’py adyapi go-caranaih |
yasyapy adbhuta-madhuri-rasa-vidam hrdy eva kapi sphuret

prestharh tan-mathura-purad api harer gostham tad evasraye 116ll

yatra - where; kridati - plays; madhavah - Krsna; priyatamaih -
with His most dearly beloveds; snigdhah - pleasant; sakhinam kulaih
- with friends; nityam - eternally; gadha rasena - with deep love; rama
sahitah - with Balarama; api - even; adya - today; api - even;
gocaranaih - by tending cows; yasya - whose; api - even; adbhuta -
wonderful; madhuri - sweetness; rasa-vidam - of the rasika devotees;
hrdi - in the heart and mind; eva - only; kapi - anyone; sphuret - is
manifest; prestham - dear; tad - that; mathura-purat - than the city of
Mathura; api - even; hareh - of Hari; gostham - the pasturing fields;
tat - that; eva - only; asraye - take shelter.

I take shelter of the Gostha (the pasturing fields of
Vraja), where even today Madhava, His brother and
Their dearest friends are performing the pastime of
herding the cows with great love, whose indescribable
sweetness is manifest in the hearts and minds of the
sensitive rasika-devotees and which is dearer to Sri Hari
than even Mathura City.

Stavamrta Kana Vyikhya: In the previous verse Sripada
Raghunatha praised the city of Sri Mathura and also mentioned
that Mathura is adorned with the greatest glory because it
contains Vraja-mandala, the most complete abode of Si1
Govinda’s sweet intimate pastimes.
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As $11 Raghunatha thus remembers Vraja-mandala, the self-
manifest pastimes of Vraja appear in his mind. In this verse he
praises the gostha, the pasturing fields of Vraja, remembering
Sri Krsna’s sweet pastimes there with His brother Baladeva and
friends like Sridama.

On the day that $r1 Nanda and the Vrajavasis left Gokula and
entered Sri Vraja-mandala to find a safe haven, the children
Balarama and Krsna became most happy to see this peerless
pasturingland.

vrndavanam govardhanam yamuna pulinani ca;
viksyasid uttama priti rama madhavayor nrpa

(Bhagavata 10.11.36)

S1i Sukadeva told Maharaja Pariksit: "O King! When
Balarama and Madhava saw Vrndavana, Govardhana and the
bank of the Yamuna, They felt the greatest ecstatic love!"

Being attracted to these most enchanting meadows in Their
childhood, Balarama and Krsna commenced Their gostha-
pastimes of tending the cows with Their friends like Subala.
The attraction to this gostha-krida is so strong that even the
affectionate laps of their mothers, fathers and relatives could
not keep them at home.

Sr1 Sukadeva Muni has said:

evam vrajaukasam pritim yacchantau bala cestitaih;
kalavakyaih svakalena vatsapalau vabhavatuh
avidiire vrajabhuvah saha gopala balakaih;
carayamdsatur vatsan nand krida paricchadau
kvacid vadayato venum ksepanaih ksipatah kvacit;
kvacit padailh kinkinibhih kvacit krtrima go vrsaih
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vrsayamanau nardantau yuyudhate parasparam;
anukrtya rutair jantams ceratuh prakrtau yatha

(Bhagavata 10.11.37-40)

"In this way Balarama and Krsna commenced Their pastimes
of herding the cows and calves in Their childhood, increasing
the transcendental bliss of the Vrajavasis with Their different
sweet words. Taking the different items of Their childhood
play, like Their flutes, reeds, horns and balls along, They began
to herd the calves with Their friends like Sridama and Subala,
not far from Nanda’s abode. Sometimes the two brothers
played Their flutes, sometimes They threw Bilva- and Amalaki-
fruits with bats, sometimes They sweetly danced, making the
bells on Their lotus ankles jingle along in time, sometimes They
appeared like cows and bulls by covering Their bodies with
blankets and roared like bulls while fighting each other head-
to-head, and sometimes They imitated the sounds of peacocks,
swans and monkeys. In this way They enjoyed Themselves with
various sweet pastimes, just like ordinary mundane boys."

As They gradually grew up (into the Pauganda-age-group)
Their gostha-vihara also assumed sweeter forms. Then They
could freely go further away from home into the gostha to
perform Their sweet and wonderful pastimes.

Like an expert artist Sripﬁda Suka Muni has drawn a very
enchanting picture of this gostha vihara:

phala prabala stavaka sumanah piccha dhatubhih;
kaca mukta mani svarna bhisita apyabhiisayan

musnanto nyonya Sikyadin jiatanarac ca ciksipuh;

tatratyasca punar daraddhasantasca punar daduh
yadi daram gatah krsno vana sobheksenaya tam;
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aham piarvam aham piarvam iti samsprsya remire
kecid venan vadayanto dhmantah Srigani kecana;
kecid bhrmgaih pragayantah kajantah kokilaih pare

vicchayabhih pradhavanto gacchantah sadhu hamsakaih;
bakair upavisantsca nrtyantas ca kalapibhih

vikarsantah kisa balanarohantas ca tair druman;

vikurvantas ca taih sakam plavantas ca palasisu
sakam bhekair vilanighantah sarit srava samplutah;

vihasantah praticchayah sapantas ca pratisvanan

(Bhagavata 10.12.4-10)

"Although They were already decorated at home by Their
mothers with glass beads, pearls, jewels and gold, when They
came into the forest They still decorated Themselves even
further with fruits, leaves, bunches of flowers, peacock feathers
and mineral pigments. Thus They commenced their gostha-
krida. One hid the flute and reed of another, and when the
captor was caught, he flung it far away. When the owner of the
flute and reed ran to the place where they were thrown to catch
them, one boy who was standing there caught them and threw
them even further away. Then they all laughed and returned
the things to the robbed boy."

"Sometimes Krsna left the cowherd boys, desiring to admire
the sylvan beauty and then the cowherd boys all came running
to Him, calling out: "I will be the first to touch Krsna! I will be
the first to touch Krsnal", everyone floating in transcendental
bliss.

"Some boys were playing flutes, some were playing horns,
some were humming like bees, some were cooing like cuckoos,
some took delight in running fast with the shadows of birds,
some were imitating the walking of the swans, some sat in the
water like ducks and some joined the peacocks in dancing.
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Some boys pulled at the tails of the baby-monkeys who sat in
the branches of the trees, and then joined them in the high
branches, imitating the crazy faces they were making and
climbing with them from one branch to the other. Some
imitated the jumping of frogs and jumped across narrow
brooks, others made fun of their own reflections and again
others cursed their echoes."

While thus describing the various sweet activities of Sri
Krsna and His cowherd boyfriends, Sr1 Suka Muni exclaimed in
blissful astonishment:

ittham satam brahma sukhanubhatya
dasyam gatanam paradaivatena
mayasritanam naradarakena
sarddham vijahruh krta punya puijah

(Bhagavata 10.12.11)

"O King! Only because of having a great amount of pious
merit could these cowherd boys play so many childhood
pastimes with the Original Personality of Godhead, Who is
identified with the undifferentiated bliss of brahma by wise
men and mystics, Who is worshipped as the Supreme Lord by
His servants, and Who is considered no more than a human
child by ignorant people who are attached to sense
gratification."

Although scriptures like the Srimad Bhagavata describe the
deeply loving gostha-pastimes of Sri Krsna and His cowherd
boyfriends in their pauganda-age, the greatest aspiration of
Sripada Raghunatha, who is a maidservant of Sr1 Radharant, is
to see Sri Krsna’s deeply passionate erotic gostha-pastimes in
His kaisora-age (adolescence).

-38 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

When adolescence appears, erotic feelings awaken and Sri
Krsna mainly develops the desire to enjoy in solitude at
Govardhana and Sri Radhakunda together with S$ri Radha, by
Whose form, qualities and pastimes He has become enchanted.
This He expresses through words like rakhala loiya vane, sada
phire dhenu sane, tuya lagi vane vanacart:

"I have become a cowherder in the forest and I am
wandering around with My cows there simply to see You!"

He performs His sweet gostha-pastimes with Baladeva and
His friends and then goes off with His dearest friends like
Subala and Madhumangala on the pretext of admiring the
beauty of the forest just to enjoy sweet passionate pastimes on
the bank of $11 Radhakunda with Sr Radha, with the assistance
of Sri Radha’s girlfriends and maidservants.

The rasa of these pastimes flows into innumerable directions
and inundates the fields of the sensitive rasika-devotees” hearts.
The word nityam proves the eternality of all these pastimes.
Hence Sri Raghunatha has said: yasyapyadbhuta madhuri
rasavidam hrdyeva kapi sphuret:

"The indescribable sweetness of this rasa is manifest in the
hearts and minds of the rasika devotees. These pasturing fields
are even dearer to Sr1 Krsna than Mathura. I take shelter of this
gostha-pradesa."

sridamadi sakha sange krsna baladeve;
gocarane nitya khela gadha anurage
adbhuta rasa keli madhurya visese;
satata lagiche yaha rasika manase
madhupurt hoite srestha sei vrajadhama;
§rt govinda lilabhaimi nayanabhirama
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"Vrajadhama, Sri Govinda’s eye-enchanting playground,
where S17 Krsna and His brother Baladeva eternally play the
pastimes of cowherding with Their friends, headed by Sridama,
with deep love, the special sweetness of Whose rasika-pastimes
is always on the minds of the rasika-devotees, is even greater
than Mathura City."

VERSE 7:

vaidagdhyottara-narma-karmatha-sakhi-vrndaih paritarh rasaih
pratyekam taru-kufja-vallari-giri-dronisu ratrindivam |
nana-keli-bharena yatra ramate tan navya-yinor yugar
tat-padambuja-gandha-bandhurataram vrndavanar tad bhaje 117l|

vaidagdhya - cleverness; uttara - greatest; narma - humorous;
karmatha - expert; sakhi-vrndaih - with girlfriends; paritam -
surrounded; rasaih - with tastes; pratyekam - each and every one; taru
- tree; kufija - grove; vallari - vine; giri - mountain; dronisu - in the
caves; ratrim - night; divam - day; nana - various; keli - pastimes;
bharena - with a multitude; yatra - where; ramate - enjoying love
making; tad - that; navya - youthful; yiinah - pair; yugam - couple; tat
- that; padambuja - lotus feet; gandha - fragrance; bandhurataram -
very lovely; vrndavanam - Vidavana; tad - that; bhaje - T worship.

I worship the very enchanting abode named Sri
Vrndavana, which is made fragrant by the lotus feet of
the Adolescent Couple, Who are surrounded there by
many laughing and joking girlfriends, who are very
expert in all kinds of arts of the amorous mellow and
where the Divine Couple passionately sports day and
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night in the groves, that are surrounded by trees, vines
and fresh leaves and in the caves of the mountains.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Along with the remembrance of
the gostha-lila, the sweet vision of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava’s
passionate erotic pastimes with Their girlfriends awakens in
Sripéda Raghunatha’s consciousness.

He praises Vrndavana, the blissful abode of these rasika
pastimes. The extraordinary speciality of $r1 Krsna in His
feature of akhila-rasamrta-mirti, the embodiment of all
transcendental flavours, is to relish the essential extract of rasa
through and through.

He is rasamaya and karunamaya, full of taste and
compassion, and these two qualities have brought Him down to
earth from the transcendental realm of Goloka Vrndavana with
His eternal companions. This descension of the source of all
descensions (avatari) is a grave mystery.

rasika sekhara parama karuna;
ei dui hetu hoite icchara udgama
(C.C)

Astonishment is the very life-force of rasa and lila. If there is
no astonishment, the pastimes cannot be sweet.

Hence goddess Yogamaya, who is expert in accomplishing
the impossible (aghatana-ghatana-patiyasi) always keeps the
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana absorbed
in transcendental rasa by arranging His meetings and His
resultant astonishing pastimes with His companions when He
descends to the material world.

Of all the pastimes of the different Personalities of Godhead,
the pastimes of Sri Krsna, the Original Personality of Godhead,
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are supreme. Again of all of Sii Krsna's pastimes, the
Vrndavana-pastimes are purely the sweetest. Again of all the
Vrndavana-pastimes, the sweet rasika-pastimes of Gopi-jana-
vallabha with the gopikas, who are all endowed with
mahabhava, are the most astonishing.

S Krsna’s sweet rasika-pastimes with Sri Radharani, Who is
endowed with madanakhya-mahabhava though, are the very
limits of relishable and astonishing pastimes. The abode of
these most rasika-confidential pastimes is Sr1 Vrndavana.

S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s supreme abode of erotic pastimes,
Sr1 Vrndavana, is full enchanting kuiija (grove)-abodes, that are
surrounded by various trees, vines and fresh leaves.

These are not ordinary trees and vines!

radhakrsnau parama kutukat khelato yat talesu
bhunjate yat phalam ati rasam yat prasanadi bhasau;
yacchakhasthaih surucira khagair maunibhir nirnimesaih
pitalapamrta rucisudhau tams tarimscintayami
nanakaran divya nana phaladin radha-krsna pritaye ye vahanti;
nana samsthanodbhavantardhibhajo vande vrndaranya dhanya
drumams tan
radha-krsnanuragan mukula pulakino makarandaugha vaspan
tat tadrg vata cancat kisalaya karato divya nrtyam dadhanah;
sat puspa Srona hasah khaga kula virutaih samstuvantah phalader
bharair namra drumas te mama parama mude santu vrndavaniyah

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 6.11-13)
' meditate on the trees at whose bases St Radha-Krsna most

humorously play, whose very luscious fruits They are eating,
with whose flowers They decorate Themselves or Each other,
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and on whose branches silent enchanting birds are entertaining
Them with the nectar of their prattlings."

"I praise the blessed trees of Vrndavana, who bear many
kinds of divine fruits in different shapes for the pleasure of Sri
Radha-Krsna, and who appear and disappear at different places
in different ways."

"The trees of Vrndavana, that bear goose pimples of ecstatic
love for Sri Radha-Krsna in the form of their sprouts, who
release tears of ecstatic love in the form of oozing honeydrops,
whose fresh hand-like leaves are dancing gently in the soft
breezes, making dancing gestures, who smile through their nice
flowers, whose birds offer complete praise by singing sweetly
and who are laden with ripened fruits, they give me topmost
transcendental bliss."

All these trees and similarly qualified vines and fresh leaves
surround hundreds of kufija-cottages, which extend an
unprecedented beauty in Vrndavana. In all these kunja-
cottages and solitary enchanting cottages, the Adolescent Pair
perform sweet rasika-pastimes day and night.

ratri dina kunja krida kore radha sange;
kaisora boyas saphala koilo krida range
(c.c)

"Day and night Krsna sports with Radha in the groves of
Vrndavana, fulfilling His adolescence with His amorous sports."

Si1 Raghunatha says: "This amazing ocean of $11-Sr1 Radha-
Madhava’s pastimes appears as if agitated at every moment by
the rasa-waves of joking and laughter of Sr1 Lalita and the
sakhis. vaidagdhyottara narma karmatha  sakhi-vrndaih
paritam rasaih. "The sakhis nourish and expand all these
topmost msz’ka—pastimes. "
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Sr1 Radharani is like a boundless ocean of mahabhava and
Syﬁmasundara is like a shoreless ocean of transcendental
flavours. Their meetings are naturally creating waves of bhava
on the oceans of bhava and rasa.

Above that is the whirlwind of the jokes of Sri Lalita and the
sakhis, who are all highly expert in the art of the parihasa-rasa
(the flavours of humour), that makes this ocean highly billowy.
Where is the boat of the Yugala’s hearts getting lost in the
womb of these billowing waves?

Sn‘pﬁda says: "I worship that most enchanting SRI
VRINDAVANA, which is scented by the fragrance of the lotus
feet of S11-Sri Radha-Madhava, Who are always absorbed in
ever-so-sweet pastimes."

priya narma sakhi sane yugala kisora;
ye sthanete vihariche rasete vibhora
keli parayana sei navina yugale;
prati taru, kuiija guhaya latara adale
rasera badara kore hasya parihase;
kufija vana manorama angera suvase
divya cintamani dhama sei vrndavana;
satata bhajana kori loiya sarana

"I always take shelter of Vrndavana, that divine abode of
Cintamani-jewels, where the Adolescent Pair is always
absorbed in rasika-pastimes with Their dear most girlfriends,
where They are playing in the concealment of every tree, grove,
mountain cave and vine, making waves of rasa with Their joking
and laughter and where They scent the groves with Their bodily
fragrance."
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VERSE 8:

yatra $rih parito bhramaty aviratar tas ta maha-siddhayah
sphitah srstir alarh gavam udayani vaso’pi gosthaukasam |
vatsalyat paripalito viharate krsnah pitrbhyam sukhai-
stan nandi$varam alayam vraja-pater gosthottamangarh bhaje 18l

yatra - where; srih - the goddess of fortune; paritah - everywhere;
bhramati - rambles; aviratam - always; tah ta - they; maha - great;
siddhayah - perfections; sphitah - fully blown; srstih - creation; alam
- greatly; gavam - of the cows; udayani - increasing the opulence;
vasah - abode; api - even; gosthaukasam - inhabitants of Vraja;
vatsalyat - out of parental love; paripdlito - protected; viharate -
enjoys; krsnah - Krsna; pitrbhyam - to the parents; sukhaih - with
happiness; tat - that; nandisvaram - Nandi$vara; alayam - abode;
vraja-pateh - of the king of Vraja; gostha - Vraja; uttamangam - the
head; bhaje - 1 worship.

I worship Nandisvara, the abode of the King of Vraja,
the crown jewel of Vraja, where the goddess of fortune
always wanders around everywhere, where the eight
mystic perfections are fully manifest, which has been
created to increase the opulence of the cows, where the
Vrajavisis live in topmost bliss and where Sri Krsna is
enjoying Himself under the protection of His parents.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha’s heart is
immersed in the sweetness of the Vraja-rasa. In some form the
remembrance of the Lord, His devotees and His abode arises
in the consciousness of one in whose heart prema has appeared,
and this prema attains a great savour.

yatha pravrsi trnankurasyodbhedena tad bija sattanumiyate
(Vyasa Bhasya) "Just as we can assume that the earth contains
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seeds when the crops start growing in the monsoon-season, we
can also understand that there is love in the heart of the person
who becomes ecstatic upon hearing, chanting and
remembering the Lord, His pastimes and His abode."

premadimatantu yatha kathaficit smaranam api tatra hetuh
(Sri Jiva Gosvamipada)

"In a jata-rati-sadhaka (a devotee whose love for Krsna has
been born), the slightest relationship with the Lord causes
ecstasy. In the stage of prema, krsna-rati becomes immediately
relishable when it becomes even slightly fit for a certain relish
through even the smallest vibhava (excitant).

Sn‘pﬁda Raghunatha is in the kingdom of mahabhava, so in
his heart an inexhaustible fountain of Vraja-rasa is causing a
flow like the current of the celestial Ganga.

In this verse, the glories of Sri Nandisvara, the parental home
of Sri Krsna, arises in the consciousness of Sri Raghunatha.
First he says: yatra srih parito bhramatyaviratam "At this
Nandisvara the goddess of fortune always wanders around like
a mere maidservant."

After the advent of Sr7 Krsna was described in the Bhagavata,
a doubt arose in the mind of Maharaja Pariksit when he heard
about the countless jewels and other opulences Nanda
Mabharaja was able to donate. He thought: "Even the wealthiest
king of the world would not be able to donate so many jewels.
How could Nanda Maharaja, who was a mere local chieftain in
Vraja-mandala, a small region within the Mathura-district, be
able to donate all this wealth?"

The omniscient Sri Suka Muni, understanding the emperor’s
doubt, then spoke:
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tata arabhya nandasya vrajah sarva samrddhiman
harer nivasatma gunaih rama-kridam abhain nrpa

(Bhagavata 10.5.18)

"O King! Vraja is the eternal abode of the Lord, therefore it
is automatically filled with all opulences. From the day that Sr1
Hari was born here, all opulences came to Nanda’s Vraja."

The purport of this verse is that Vraja is naturally filled with
all opulences, a mere speck of its dust containing the wealth of
innumerable Vaikuntha-planets. This place does not need the
support of Rama, the goddess of fortune! Still the goddess of
fortune constantly roams all over Vraja like a mere maidservant,
thinking that Her service to the companions of $r1 Krsna will
be for the benefit of everyone in all respects. These statements
are made after experiencing the incomparable opulences of
Nandi$vara.

This line can also mean that Sri Radha and thousands of
Vraja-sundaris, whose lotus feet are worshipped by the greatest
goddesses of fortune, are wandering around here every day.

Sri Radharani daily goes to Nandisvara with hundreds and
thousands of sakhis to cook for Krsna. Wandering over
Nandisvara’s slopes, they render different services there to Sri
Krsna.

The Brahma Sambhita describes:
cintamani prakara sadmasu kalpavrksa
-laksavrtesu surabhir abhipalayantam

laksmi sahasra sata sambhrama sevyamanam
govindam adi purusam tam aham bhajami
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"I worship Govinda, the Primeval Lord, Who dwells in
houses made of Cintamani-gemstones surrounded by hundreds
of thousands of wish-yielding trees, Who is tending His
Surabhi-cows and Who is reverentially served there by
hundreds of thousands of goddesses of fortune."

Yet another explanation is that the word §r7 means beauty,
and the embodiment of beauty is wandering around the
Nandisvara Giri. Wherever the eyes go, they can see there the
matchless wealth of Nandisvara Giri’s natural beauty.

There are mango-, jackfruit-, Arjuna-, coconut-, betel-,
Tamala-, Kadamba-, Bakula-, Punnaga- and other trees,
bearing enchanting beauty as they are entwined by Jati-, Yithi-,
fresh Mallika-, clove-, Atimukta and other vines. These trees
and vines bear various kinds of blooming flowers whose
fragrance gladdens all the directions and that attracts hosts of
humming bumblebees flying from flower bunch to flower
bunch to drink the nectar of their honey.

The forest on the mountain is filled with the singing of
cuckoos and other birds. Here and there are lakes and ponds
with clear water that are filled with blooming water flowers like
lotus and Kahlara and singing water birds like Cakravaka-
flamingos, swans, crane-birds and Karandavas.

The periphery of Nandisvara Giri is thus filled with a natural
beauty and the opulences of hundreds of Amaravatis.®
Wherever the eye goes, wonderful sculptures of jewels,
diamonds and pearls can be seen. This city is filled with an
inexhaustible fountain of sweet and all-delightful beauty.

3 Amaravati is the abode of Indra, the king of heaven.
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Then Sri Raghunatha continues by saying: tas ta maha-
siddhayah sphitah. yatra tastah prasiddha animadayo’sto
maha-siddhayah sphitah pariparna vartanta iti Sesah*

"Here the eight mystic perfections, starting with anima, are
fully manifest."

anima, mahima, laghima, prapti, prakamya, vasitva, isitva
and kama-vasayita - these are the eight mystic perfections.
animd is the ability to make one’s body as small as an atom, so
that one is able to even enter into stones. mahima is the ability
to make oneself as big as one wishes. laghima is the ability to
make oneself as light as one wishes. prapti is the ability to touch
even the moon with one’s finger. prakamya is the ability to let
a distant object appear nearby. vasitva is the ability to control
physical objects. isitva is the ability to receive lordship over
physical objects and kama-vasayita is the ability to make a
physical object do anything one wishes.

Those who take shelter of the path of pure devotional
worship never desire such mystic perfections, but they
renounce them, seeing them as obstacles on the way to pure
devotion. If such desires remain on one’s mind one cannot
attain prema, even if one performs bhajana.

bhukti mukti siddhi vanicha mane yadi roy;
sadhana korile-o prema utpanna na hoy
(C.C)

But, although the devotee does not covet such perfections,
they automatically knock on the door of the heart that has
devotion, like maidservants of Bhakti Maharani.

4 The second line of Sanskrit is quoted from the commentary of Sri
Bangabihari Vidyalankara.
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hari  bhakti mahadevyah sarva muktyadi siddhayah.
bhuktayas cadbutas tasyas cetikavad anuvratah (Narada
Paficaratra)

"Liberation and all other amazing perfections follow the
great goddess of Hari-bhakti like mere maidservants, along with
all kinds of sense gratification."

Therefore these great perfections are all fully manifest at
Nandisvara Giri, the place that is filled with all supreme
opulences, desiring to bless themselves.

Then again Sri Raghunatha says: "It is as if this mountain has
been created to increase the opulence of the cows!" srstir alam
gavam udayani. Tt is as if the Sri Giri has advented itself to
increase the nourishment, the bliss and the nectarean flow of
milk of the 900,000 cows of Sri Nanda Maharaja and the
thousands of cows of the other cowherders.

Actually it is said, ananta kamadhenu yaha care vane vane
"Innumerable desire-cows are grazing there in every forest."
Therefore, although there is no question of an increase of
opulence, it is said so in the vision of innumerable cows mooing
in great jubilation and cowherd boys making blisstul noise.

In his Vilapa Kusumanjali (60) Sri Raghunatha has said:

hamvaravair iha gavam api ballabanam

kolahalair vividha vandi kalavatam taih

sambhrajate priyataya vrajardja sanor
govardhanad api gurur vraja vanditad yah

"In Nandisvara, which is worshipable by the people of Vraja
because it is dearer to Krsna, the prince of Vraja, than even
Govardhana, the cows are mooing, the cowherders, the artists
and panegyrists are making different kinds of noise."
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Hence it is the most blissful abode of the people of Vraja:
vaso’pi gosthaukasam. Here the cowherders live with endless
love, bliss and happiness.

Then again he says: vatsalyat paripalito viharate krsnah
pitrbhyam sukhaih "Sri Krsna enjoys here in topmost bliss,
under the deeply loving protection of His mother and father,
Sri Nanda-Yasoda."

According to its kind and the amount, a devotee’s love can
subdue the Lord. The main aim of Sri Krsna, the Original
Personality of Godhead, in His Vraja-lild is to savour the
sweetness of His devotees’ love. When the transcendental
Lord, Who thirsts after the nectar of prema, is poured over with
the buttermilk of Nanda-Yasoda's pure love, He forgets His
endless prowess and majesty and swims around in the ocean of
their parental love in topmost bliss.

It is this capital of Nanda, the king of Vraja, the crown jewel
of the Gostha, or Vraja-Mandala, Sr1 Nandisvara, that Sii
Raghunatha praises -

ye sthanete svayam laksmi martimati hoiya;
itas tatah bule sada sevara lagiya
ye sthanete asta-siddhi seva akanksaya;
paripiirna hoiya ache nanda anginaya
dhenuganera sri-vrddhi satata vihara;
krsna nitya-dhama vraja sukhera pathara
vrajavasigana sukhe avasthana kore;
vatsalyete mata pita lalanadi kore
$rt nandera rajadhani nama nandisvare;
bhajana koribo ei lalasa antare

"I will worship Sri Nanda’s capital named Nandisvara, where
Laksmidevi Herself constantly wanders around, asking for
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service, where the eight mystic perfections are present in full,
desiring devotional service, where the opulence of the cows is
constantly increased, where the Vrajavasis blissfully reside and
where Krsna is cuddled with great parental love by His mother
and father. T always crave for the worship of this eternal abode
of Krsna, which is an ocean of transcendental bliss."

VERSE 9:

putrasyabhyudayartham adara-bharair mistanna-panotkarai-
rdivyanam ca gavarh mani-vraja-yusam danair iha pratyaham |
yo vipran ganasah pratosayati tad bhavyasya vartath muhuh
snehat prechati yas ca tad-gata-manas tarh gokulendraih bhaje [19Il

putrasya - of the son; abhyudayartham - for growing up; adara -
respect; bharaih - filled with; mistanna - sweetmeats; pana - and
drinks; utkaraih - with multitudes; divyanam - of the divine; ca - and;
gavam - cows; mani-vraja - many jewels; yusam - endowed with;
danaih - with donations; iha - here; prati - each; aham - day; yah -
who; vipran - to the brahmanas; ganasah - the hosts; pratosayati -
satisfies; tad - that; bhavyasya - of the welfare; vartam - news; muhuh
- repeatedly; snehat - out of affection; prechati - inquires; yah - who;
ca - and; tad-gata - dedicated; manah - thoughts; tam - him;
gokulendram - the King of Vraja; bhaje - I worship.

I worship SriNanda Mabharaja, the king of Gokula, who
satisfies the brahmanas by respectfully giving them
sweets, drinks, divine cows and jewels in charity every
day for the auspicious growth of his son, and who
affectionately asks them for blessings to his son’s well-
being, being totally absorbed in thoughts of Him.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: When describing Sii
Nandi§vara Giri, Sri Raghunatha remembers Nanda and
Yasoda and thus he praises them in the next two verses.

In Vrajaraja and Vrajesvari, the summit of pure, sweet
parental love for Krsna rests, bereft of any whiff of awe and
reverence towards Him - this is clearly known from scriptures
like Srimad Bhagavata. Even if a huge mountain of aisvarya
falls into the boundless ocean of this parental love, it won’t have
any impact. Hence, when praising Sri Nanda, it is first said:
putrasyabhyudayartham adara-bharair mistanna panotkarair
divyanam ca gavam manivraja-yujam danair iha pratyaham

"Every day he satisfies the brahmanas by respectfully giving
them sweets, drinks, divine cows and jewels in charity for the
auspicious growth of his son."

Even when he sees Krsna’s matchless prowess, S$r1 Nanda
Mabharaja is unswerving in his sweet parental love for Him.
Rather it nourishes his conception of Krsna as his son - this is
elaborately described in Srimad Bhagavata.

When Sri Nanda Mabharaja returned from Mathura after the
killing of the witch Piitana, he saw Piitana’s huge corpse with
his own eyes, and he had heard about these kinds of troubles in
advance from Vasudeva Mahasaya, but still the ocean of his
parental love swelled when he saw Piitanari (Krsna, the enemy
of Piitana) as Si7 Bala Gopala.

nandah sva putram adaya prosyagatam udara-dhih
mardhnyupaghraya paramam mudam lebhe kuradvaha

(Bhagavata 10.6.43)

Sri Sukadeva said: "O Mahardja Pariksit! When the high-
souled Sri Nanda returned from his sojourn to Mathura, he

-53 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

held his son on his lap and felt the greatest bliss by smelling His
head."

Srila Ripa Gosvami said: anubhavah siroghranam "One of
the signs of parental love is the smelling of the head."

On the day of the Autthanika Parva (the festival to celebrate
that the child is able to stand up), Sri Nanda-Nandana lay under
a big cart and crying for His mother’s breast, He kicked His
tender feet up into the air and kicked the huge cart over, thus
killing Sakatasura, the infamous cart-demon with His
inconceivable power.

The cowherd boys then went to Nanda and the cowherd men
and they told them: "Nanda-nandana has thrown over the cart
by kicking it with His feet!", but they did not believe it.

na te sraddadhire gopa bala bhasitam ityuta
aprameyam balam tasya balakasya na te viduh

(Bhagavata 10.7.10)

"Nanda and the cowherders could not believe the words of the
infantile boys, because they did not experience the great
inconceivable powers of Nanda-Nandana out of great parental
love."

Rather, Sri Nanda Maharaja became very worried about
Krsna’s safety and had the Veda-knowing brahmanas perform
all kinds of auspicious rituals for the welfare of his son.

iti balakam adaya samargyajur upakrtaih
jalaih pavitrausadhibhir abhisicya dvijottamaih
vacayitod svastyayanam nanda gopah samahitah
hutva cagnim dvijatibhyah pradad annam maha-gunam
gavah sarva gunopeta vasah srag rukma malinth
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atmajabhyudayarthaya pradat te canvayuiijata
(Bhagavata 10.7.14-16)

"Sri Nanda Maharaja took his boy and made the Veda-
knowing brahmanas bathe Him with water sanctified by
mantras from the Sama-, Rig - and Yajur-Vedas and mixed with
herbs like Kusa, Sarvausadhi and Mahausadhi. After he made
the brahmanas perform other auspicious rites like the Homa-
sacrifice, he fed them a feast. Then he donated golden-laced
garments and milk cows, beautified by gold and garlands for the
welfare (abhyudaya) of his son. Accepting Nanda’s donations,
the brahmanas offered their blessings to Nanda-Nandana."

We can see that out of parental love, Sri Nanda and the
cowherd men acted similarly like this after the killing of
Trnavarta and the breaking of the Yamalarjuna trees.

When Sri Krsna lifted Girirdgja Govardhana for seven days
and nights in front of the Vrajavasis’ eyes, the cowherders were
astonished to see His inconceivable prowess, but when they
told Sri Nanda Maharaja about this inconceivable prowess, it
could not reverse his feelings of pure sweetness at all. Rather,
he destroyed their doubts by quoting Garga Muni, who had told
him previously® that the power of $r7 Narayana was infused into
his son, so that He would be able to protect them from all
calamities and havoc. When the cowherders relished the
nectarean words of Sri Nanda emanating from the ocean of his
pure parental love, the ocean of their own sweet love, in which

5 ya etasmin mahabhagah pritim  kurvanti  manavah;
narayo'bhibhavatyetan visnu-paksan ivasurah

tasman nandatmajo'yam te narayana samo gunaih (Bhagavata
10.8.18-19)
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a mountain of Krsna’s display of prowess was thrown that had
temporarily made waves, returned to its natural and peaceful
status. They also were reassured that Sii Krsna was simply the
son of Sri Nanda and this awareness made them float in the
ocean of topmost transcendental bliss.

When during mathura viraha (when Krsna had left Vraja to
go to Mathurd), the crown jewel of all wise and learned
devotees, Sr1 Uddhava Mahasaya, saw the great parental love of
Sri Nanda-Yasoda, he became astonished and exclaimed:
yuvam  Slaghyatamau  nanam  dehinam iha  manada;
narayane’khila gurau yat krta matir idrst®

"O bestower of honour! Of all the embodied souls you are

the most praiseworthy, for you have developed such a parental
love for Sri Narayana, Who is the Universal Teacher!"
Just to remove their distress, Sri Uddhava Mahasaya had told
them in many different ways that S$r1 Krsna is the Supreme
Lord, but that could not slacken their parental love even
slightly.

We have said: the devotees’ love causes the Lord’s nature to
arise. Thus the Lord forgot all about His own majesty, being
subdued by Sri Nanda Mabharaja’s pure parental love and so He
just considered Himself to be Sri Nanda-Nandana, the son of
king Nanda, and although He is the All-worshipable One, He
devotedly held the dust of His father’s lotus feet on His head.

The Lord, Whose feet are worshipable by Lord Brahma and
Lord.Sh@Wbroughtlim father his slippers by carrying them on
His head, thus making father Nanda float in an ocean of
transcendental bliss.

Hence Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship this king of
Gokula, Sri Nanda Mabharaja, who daily offers different

6 Bhagavata 10:46:30.
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kinds of sweetmeats, jewels and decorated cows to satisfy the
brahmanas for the welfare of His son, and who affectionately
asks the brahmanas for Krsna’s wellbeing, because he is totally

absorbed in thinking of his son."

putrera kalyane yini ati samadare;
nana-vidha mistanna ratna thala bhare
sudivya gabhi-gane ratna alankare;
bhasita koriya dana kore brahmanere
putra snehe tad-gata cintita antare;
mangala jijiasa sada kore brahmanere
putrera mangala lagi vyakulita yini;
gokulendra sri nande bhajana kori ami

"T worship the King of Gokula, Sri Nanda, who very
respectfully offered jeweled plates with different kinds of
sweetmeats and divine cows decorated with jeweled ornaments
to the brahmanas, and asked them for his son’s welfare, being
completely absorbed in thoughts of Him and very anxious about
His well-being."

VERSE 10:

putra-sneha-bharaih sada-snuta-kuca-dvandva tadiyocchala-

gharmasyapi lavasya raksana-vidhau sva-prana-deharbudaih |
asakta ksana-matram apy akalanat sadyah prasateva gau-

vyagraya vilapaty alamh bahu-bhayat sa patu gosthesvari 1101l

putra - son; sneha - affection; bharaih - filled with; sada - always;
snuta - trickling; kuca-dvandva - both breasts; tadiya - her; ucchalad
- arising; gharmasya - of the sweat; api - even; lavasya - of a fraction;
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raksana - keeping; vidhau - in the process; sva - own; prana - life-airs;
deha - body; arbudaih - by billions; dsakta - attached; knana -
moment; matram - only; api - only; akalanat - not seeing; sadyah -
newly; prasiita - born; iva - just like; gauh - cow; vyagra - with anxiety;
ya - what; vilapati - laments; alam - greatly; bahu - much; bhayat - out
of fear; s@ - she; patu - may protect; gonithesvari - the Queen of Vraja,
Yasoda.

May Sri Yasoda, the Queen of Vraja, from whose
breasts an unbroken stream of milk trickles out of
motherly love for her son, who tries to protect Him with
billions of life-airs when she sees even a mere sweatdrop
on His body, who is so attached to Him that if she cannot
see Him even for a moment, she anxiously laments like a
cow with a newly born calf, may she protect me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse, Sripada
Raghunatha described the pure parental love of Sri Nanda
Maharaja and in this verse he praises the complete
embodiment of motherly love, mother Yasoda, taking shelter at
her lotus feet for the fulfillment of his aspirations.

Srimat Riipa Gosvamipada described the shelter of parental
love as follows-

bharyanugraha citena cetasa lalanotkam abhitah krpakulam
gauravena gurund jagad guraur gauravam ganam aganyam asraye

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.9)

"T take shelter of the superiors (guru-gana) of the Universal
Teacher (jagad-guru), who are always very eager to cuddle Him

-58 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

with greatly compassionate hearts and who are greatly moved

by pity."

Then Sri Riipa Gosvami introduced them as follows-

te tu tasyatra kathitd vraja-rajit vrajesvarah
rohini tas ca ballabyo yah padmaja-hrtatmajah
devaki tat sapatnyas ca kuntt canakadundubhih
sandipani mukhas canye yatha-parvam ami varah
vrajesvart vrajadhisau sresthau guru-janesvimau

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.106-11)

"The Queen of Vraja (Yasoda), the king of Vraja (Nanda) (this
also indicates Krsna's paternal uncles and their wives), the gopis
whose sons were stolen by Brahma, Devaki, her co-wives,
Kunti, Vasudeva, Sandipani and other leading sages - these are
Krsna’s superiors, in order of superiority. Of all the superiors,
though, Vrajesvari Yasoda and Vraja-raja Nanda are the
greatest."

From this we can understand that mother Yasomati
embodies the ecrown jewel of parental love. Indeed, she is the
deepest form of all parental love!

tanau mantra-nydsam pranayati harer gadgadamayi
savaspakst raksa-tilakam alike kalpayati ca
shuvana pratyiise disati ca bhuje karmanam asau
yasoda mirteva sphurati suta vatsalya patali

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.14)

"Every morning mother Yasoda uses protective mantras on
Hari with a faltering voice, puts tilaka on His forehead with tear
filled eyes and hangs a protecting string around His wrist. Thus
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Yasoda, whose motherly affection causes milk to ooze from her
breasts, is manifest as the embodiment of parental love."

In the explanation of the previous verse we described the
pure paternal love of Sri Nanda Mabharaja, which is completely
free from any whiff of reverence. In mother Yasoda, these
feelings are present in an even more astonishing way.

When Sri Krsna lifted Govardhana Hill, the cowherders were
moved by an awareness of His prowess, but Sri Nanda
Maharaja made them understand that his son had received
some power from Lord Narayana, so that He was able to
perform all these extraordinary feats.

But Yasomati could not even believe that! How could in her
comprehension the power of Lord Narayana ever be infused in
her tender child? By the grace of Lord Narayana, her child that
was as tender as a Sirisa-flower, had been protected from
different calamities, and even this was the result of Sri Goparaja
(Nanda)’s earnest worship of Lord Narayana.

It was for this reason that at his advanced age, he could still
have this son, Who illuminated the whole world, on his lap.
Here mother Yasoda is superior even to S1f Nanda Maharaja as
the milk-ocean of pure parental love.

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written:

visnur nityam updasyate sakhi maya tendatra nitah ksayam
Sanke patanikadayah ksitiruhau tau vatyayonmalitau
pratyaksam girir esa gosthapatina ramena sarddham dhrtas
tat tat karma duranvayam mama sisoh kenasya sambhavyate

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.7)
S11 Yasoda told one of her heart’s friends: "O sakhi! I think it
is because of the grace of S$r1 Visnu, Whom I have always
worshipped with the Lord of the Gostha (Nanda) that Patana
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and other demons were destroyed and that these two
Yamalarjuna-trees were torn down and uprooted by the wind.
This has nothing to do with our son. It was by Visnu’s grace that
our son was protected. Vrajaraja has also lifted Giriraja by the
grace of Visnu. If my child was able to perform such a work,
then wouldn’t Balarama also be able to do this? Therefore my
child could not possibly have ever performed such heavy tasks!"

Hence St Raghunatha says: putra sneha-bharaih sada snuta-
kuca-dvandva : "Milk constantly flows from mother Yasoda’s
breasts because of her great love for Krsna, that is completely
free from awe and reverence. This sattvika bhava™ exists only in
the motherly love:

niculita giridhatu sphita patravalikan
akhila surabhi-renun ksalayadbhir yasoda
kuca kalasa vimuktaih sneha madhvitkam edhyes
tava navam abhisekam dugdha piraih karoti

(Lalita Madhava Natakam)

"O Krsna! Your beautiful leaf-pictures of mineral pigments
have been wiped out by cowdust, but the pure stream of
nectarean milk of affection oozing from Mother Yasoda’s jug-
like breasts has washed it all away and has given You a new
abhiseka!"

Not even being with $11 Krsna, when mother Yasoda simply
hears about Him, the strong sattvika-bhava of milk trickling
from her breasts is visible on her.

When Krsna had left for Mathura, He sent Sri Uddhava
Mahasaya to Vraja to console Sri Nanda-Yasoda. When

7 Ecstasy of love of God which is shown by clear physical symptoms.
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Uddhava was discussing krsna-katha with Sri Nanda Maharaja,
mother Yasomati, who was emaciated because of not eating for
so long, emitted streams of milk from her breasts.

This is described by Sﬂpﬁda Suka Muni: yasoda
varnyamanani putrasya caritani ca; Srnvantyasranyavasrakstt
sneha snuta payodhara®

"When Srila Vrajaraja described the wonderful activities of
his son to Uddhava, milk oozed like torrents of rain from the
breasts of Mother Yasoda, who overheard it, and tears flowing
from her eyes moistened her clothes."

It is with this kind of motherly love that mother Yasomati
tries to protect her tender son with millions of life-airs and
bodies from even a single sweatdrop, for she becomes very
thoughtful when she sees even one drop of sweat on His body,
thinking that He has overworked.

tadiyocchalad gharmasyapi lavasya raksana vidhau sva
prana deharbudaih Which poet or scholar could describe the
motherly love of mother Yasoda through his poetry or
scholarship without directly experiencing it? It is inconceivable!
Any elucidation or example that may nourish this description of
Sripéda Raghunatha is paltry. There is no doubt about this!
Nothing can compare to the wonderful picture which Sri
Raghunatha, the matchless sculptor of Vraja-rasa, has painted
with words here of mother Yasoda’s motherly love.

Finally he says: ksana matram apyakalanat sadyah prasiteva
gaur vyagra ya vilapatyalam sa patu gosthesvari:"May Sri
Yasoda, the Queen of Vraja, who is so attached to Him that if
she cannot see Him even for a moment, she anxiously laments
like a cow with a newly born calf, protect me."

8 Srimad Bhagavata 10.46.28.
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Thus the mahdjanas have described mother Yasoda’s anxiety
about Sr1 Krsna before He leaves for the forest —

dekho dekho vrajesvart neha
godhana sange,  vijaya koru nija sute
ki koribo na payai theho

"Tust behold the anxiety of Queen Yasoda when she sees her
son leaving with their wealth of cows! I cannot find a
description for it!"

mukha dhari cumbana,  karatahi puna puna,
nayane galaye jaladhara.
stana gata vasana, bhigi padaye ghana
kstra dhara anivara

"She holds His face and kisses Him again and again while
tears stream from her eyes like torrents of rain. Her clothes get
drenched by an unbroken stream of her breastmilk."

vinihita nayana,  vayana kamala para
yaichana canda cakora
dina avasane, kiye puna herabo
anumani hoyato vibhora

"She fixes her eyes on His lotus face, just as a Cakora-bird
fixes his eyes on the moon. She is filled with doubts whether
she will see Him again at the end of the day."

ko vihi adabhuta, prema ghataola,
tahe puna iha paramada
bhana radha mohana, anudina aichana,

hoyoto rasa mariydada
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"Which Creator has created such a love and especially such
an ecstatic love? Radha Mohana dasa sings: These customs of
rasa take place every day."

The closer the evening-time draws near, when Krsna is
expected back from the gostha, the more anxious and worried
mother Yasoda gets out of separation from Him. Then, as she
walks in and out of the house, she exceeds the love of millions
of cows, that have newly born calves.

yantt gehad ajiram ajirad geham ayanty atha ya
susyad vaktranayad ati rujaivantimam yamam ahnah
sa gosthesa tarani tanaye netra-yugmat kucabhyam
jahnoh kanye asrjad iva tam preksya sanum samipe

(Krsna Bhavanamrta 17.12)

"Queen Yasoda spent the evening in great distress, walking
out of her house onto the courtyard and back, her face dried up
from different worries about her son’s delay in returning home.
When she suddenly saw her beloved boy, her eyes emitted a
Yamuna-stream of tears and her breasts a Ganga-stream of
milk."

Nothing can compare to the motherly love of mother Yasodal!
Hence éripﬁda Raghunatha prays:

putra snehe vigalita yahara antara;
stana kstre aikhi nire bhase nirantara
putra ange gharma heri ati vyagra ho’ye;
santi vidhana kore koti deha prana diye
ksana kala adarsane govinda vadana;
prasita gabhira nyaya vyakulita mana
bhaye vyagra hoiya yini korena vilapa;
yasomati raksa koru kori aswrbada
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"May Yasomati, whose heart melts out of affection for her
son, Who constantly bathes in her own breastmilk and tears,
who becomes very anxious when she sees perspiration on her
son’s body and who comforts Him with millions of her life-airs
and bodies, who becomes agitated like a cow with a new calf
when she does not see Govinda’s face for even a moment and
who fearfully laments over Him, protect me with her blessings."

VERSE 11:

putrad uccair api hala-dharat sificati sneha-purair
govindarh yadbhuta-rasavati-prakriyasu pravina |

gopendram ya sukhayati bhaje rohinim i$varim tam II11Il

putrat - than the son; uccaih - great; api - even; haladharat - than
Balarama, the holder of the plough; siiicati - sprinkles; sneha -
affection; paraih - with liquids; govindam - Krsna; ya - that; adbhuta
- wonderful; rasavati - kitchen; prakriyasu - in the activities; pravina
- dexterious; sakhya - friendship; sribhih - with the opulences; vraja-
knowledge of the etiquette; tat - that; gopendram - the king of the
cowherders; ya - who; sukhayati - gladdens; bhaje - I worship; rohinim
- Rohint; #varim - the mistress; tam - her.

I worship Queen Rohini, who sprinkles Govinda with
the nectar of her motherly love even more than her own
son Haladhara (Balarama), who is a most expert cook,
who has a very firm friendship with Yasoda, the Queen
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of Vraja and who increases the love of Sri Nanda, the
king of cowherders, with her good manners.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: It is as if the mind and heart of
Sripéda Dasa Gosvamicarana is floating in the nectar-stream of
Vrajarasa. The endless sweetness of the loving expertise of the
Vrajavasis is playing before Sripﬁda’s eyes.

In this verse he praises mother Rohini and mentions her
motherly love. Amongst the parental lovers, Srimad Ripa
Gosvamipada has mentioned mother Rohini after S$11 Nanda
and Yasoda. In this verse Sri Raghunatha first says: putrad
uccair api haladharat sincati sneha-parair govindam ya

"Mother Rohini sprinkles Govinda with the nectar of her
motherly love even more than her own son Haladhara
(Balarama)."

In his Radha-Krsna-Ganoddesa-Dipika, Srimat Ripa
Gosvami has written:

rohini brhad ambasya praharsarohini sada;
sneham ya kurute rama snehat koti-gunam harau

"Rohini is called @anandamayi, the blissful lady, and Krsna’s
‘big mother’ (brhad-amba). She loves Hari millions of times
more than her own son Balarama."

In Srimad Bhagavata, Sripﬁda Suka Muni desribed how the
elderly gopas and gopis loved $r1 Krsna more than their own
children. To exemplify this he said:
krsnam enam avehi tvam atmanam akhilatmanam?®

9 Syimad Bhagavata 10.14.55.
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"Know Krsna, Who is known as narakrti-para-brahma, the
Supreme Brahman in a human form, to be the Self of the
selves."

All the boys of Vraja are Sri Krsna’s playmates, therefore it is
natural that their mothers and fathers love Sr1 Krsna, Who is
the Self of their selves too, more than their own children, but
although Baladeva is non-different from S$r1 Krsna Himself,
mother Rohini still loves Krsna more than her own son
Balarama.

This indeed is very special. The purport of this is that both
Yasoda and Rohini both consider Krsna and Baladeva to be
their own sons. They don’t see even the slightest difference
between Them.

In the Vaisnava Tosani-commentary of Srimad Bhagavata’s
verse tan matarau nija sutau (10.8.23) it is written: nijau sviyau
sutau iti tayor dvau pratyevam snehabhara uktah nija
nijetyanuktatvat

"Yasoda and Rohini took Krsna and Balarama on their laps as
their own sons".

From this statement it is understood that they felt no
difference between the two boys. If they had seen any
difference, then Sri Suka Muni would have said nija nija putra
instead of nija putra. And not only when They were babies, but
also later, when They were in the Pauganda (5-10 years) and
the Kaisora (10-15)-ages, Sri Suka Muni described the love of
Yasoda and Rohini for Krsna and Balarama as equal:

tayor yasoda-rohinau putrayoh putra vatsale
yathakamam yatha-kalam vyadhattam paramasisah
gatadhvana sramau tatra majjanonmardanadibhih
nioim vasitod ruciram divya srag gandha manditau
jananyupahrtam prasya svadvannam upalalitau
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sanmwisya vara-sayyayam sukham susupatur vraje
(Bhagavata 10.15.44-47)

"Yasoda and Rohini, who were so fond of their sons, provided
Them with excellent food and garments suited to the occasion
and according to the latters” wishes. Relieved of the fatigue
caused by Their pastimes in the forest by bath and massage etc.,
the two Brothers put on charming loin-cloths and were adorned
with exquisite garlands and sandal paste. Then they ate the
delicious sweets brought by the mothers and, cuddled by them,
They lay down to rest and thus slept comfortably in Their
excellent beds, that were as white as the foam on milk, in Vraja."

Although such equal affection is seen everywhere, still in her
heart Rohini cherishes more love for $r1 Krsna than for her own
son Baladeva. Although Baladeva is non-different from Sri
Krsna, still S17 Krsna is the Fountainhead of all personalities of
Godhead and because lovers of Krsna are fixed in Him, mother
Rohini loves $r1 Krsna more than Baladeva.

All the Vrajavasi-companions love their bodies, homes,
children and relatives only because they are connected with Sri
Krsna and not independently.

Sri Brahma told the Lord during his praises:

yad dhamartha suhrt priyatma-tanaya pranasayas tvat krte
(Bhagavata 10.14.35)

"O Lord! The people of Vraja love their homes, wealth and
friends only because of You!"

For this reason mother Rohini loves Sii Krsna even more
than Baladeva.
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Then Sri Raghunatha says: y@'dbhuta rasavati prakriyasu
pravina "She is very expert in cooking."

With great attachment she prepares many wonderfully
relishable dishes of rice and vegetables for Sr1 Krsna-Baladeva.
This is known from the descriptions of Sr1 Sukadeva Muni-

sarit ttra gatam krsnam bhagnarjunam athahvayat;
ramam ca rohint devt kridantam balakair bhrsam
nopeyatam yadahatau kridasangena putrakau
yasodam presayamasa rohini putra vatsalam

(Bhagavata 10.11.12-13)

"A few days after the Yamalarjuna-trees were broken Si1
Krsna played on the bank of a lake. Just then mother Rohini-
devi called Him and Baladeva, but They did not heed the call
since They were absorbed in playing. Seeing this, Rohini, who
greatly loves her son, sent Yasoda to get Them."

In this connection it is written in the Vaisnava Tosani Tika:
rohini tad bhojana sadhanatyasaktaya sri yasodayaiva presiteti
Jjieyam

"The reason that Rohini is called putra-vatsala in the text is
that she sent Yasoda to call Balarama and Krsna because she
herself was too busy cooking for Them."

éripﬁda Raghunatha is Vraja’s nitya siddha manjart - Sr1
Radha’s maidservant, therefore he has ample experience of
Rohini’s glorious expertise in cooking, because Mother Yasoda
daily calls $r1 Radharani to Nandisvara to cook there.

Tulasi Majari always follows Sri Radharani like Her shadow
when She goes to Nandisvara and assists Her in Her duty of
cooking. Therefore she has first-hand experience of how
famous for her skill in cooking mother Rohini is in Vraja.

- 69 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

After this Sii Raghunatha said: sakhya sribhir vrajapura
mahardja rajiim. She maintains a very deep and sweet
friendship with Sr7 Yasoda, the Queen of Vraja. They are like
one soul in two bodies of motherly love, like the highly
auspicious meeting of the Yamuna and Ganga.

Anyone who dives into this extraordinary Triveni-confluence
is eternally blessed with the relish of motherly love of God, of
this there is no doubt!

The friendships between devotees are centered around
Krsna and therefore not temporary like mundane friendships.
These friendships are eternal. Who can therefore describe the
sweetness and eternity of the friendship of the eternal mothers
Yasoda and Rohini, which is centered around Krsna and
Baladeva? What to speak of Yasoda, all the people of Vraja have
a wonderful and genuine loving affection for mother Rohini.
This description can be found in the scripture named Brhad-
Bhagavatamrtam. Although Vasudeva took mother Rohini
along to Dvaraka for taking part in Krsna's Dvaraka-lila and
although she got Balarama and Krsna there as the sons of
Vasudeva, she could not forget the warm affection of Vraja.
When Sri Uddhava told Sri Narada about Sri Dvarakanatha’s
loving ecstasy on remembering the love of Vraja, mother
Rohini, who overheard them, wept and said:

astan sri haridasa tvam maha durdaivamaritan;
saubhagya gandha rahitan nimagnan dainya sagare
tat tad badava vahnyacintapyamanan visakulan;
ksanacinta sukhinya me ma smrteh padavim naya
aham $ri vasudevena samanita tato yada;
yasodaya mahartayas tadanintana rodanaih
gravo’pi rodityasaner apyantar dalati dhruvam;
Jivan mrtanam anydsam vartam ko’pi mukham nayet
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athagatam gurugrhat tvat prabhum prati kificana;
sanksepenaiva tadvritam duhkadakathayam kudhih
na hi komalitam cittam tenapyasya yato bhavan;
sandesa caturt vidyapragalbhah presitah param

(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 1.6.29-34)

"O Haridasa Uddhaval Be at ease, I have become slightly
happy be giving up thoughts about them. Don’t bring the
people of Vraja who are struck by a great calamity, who are
devoid of even a whiff of luck, who are immersed in an ocean
of humility and misery, who are burning in the flames of a great
fire and who are tortured by the burning poison of separation,
back on the path of My memory! When Sri Vasudeva took Me
away from Gokula the weeping of mother Yasoda caused even
the hardest stones to weep along and the diamonds to crumble.
And who can describe the condition of all the other
cowherders, that are like living corpses? O Sriman Uddhava!
When your Lord Krsna returned to Mathura from the house of
His guru Sandipani Muni then I was so stupid to tell Him in
short, and full of distress, about Vraja. My words did not soften
the heart of your Lord, though, because He did not go to Vraja
Himself, but sent you there, because you are such a clever
messenger." This is a shining example of the genuine Vraja-love
of Mother Rohini.

Finally Sri Raghunatha says: nayais tad gopendram ya
sukhayati bhaje rohinim tsvarim tam "She increases the love of
the king of cowherders with her knowledge of good manners."

Seeing the wonderfully good manners of Rohini, the very
chaste wife of Vasudeva Mahasaya who is one in heart with him,
Goparaja Nanda thinks: -
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"Since this very chaste and most well-mannered lady has
come here, I have gotten such a world-enchanting son and I
have experienced such a tremendous increase in happiness."
Therefore he feels very proud to have Rohini in his house and
has become very happy. Sripﬁda Raghunatha praises this SRI
ROHINI, who is an #vari, a form consisting of pure sattva
(transcendence), like Yasoda and Devaki, and desires the
worship of her lotus feet -

baladeva hoite yei adhika anande;
sneha rase abhisikta kore sri govinde
paka karye supravinya vrajete sukhydati;
yara suddha sakhye sukht nanda yasomati
se 1$vari rohintke sada namaskari;
tahara carane bhakti samprarthana kori

"T always offer my humble obeisances to Isvart Rohini, who
blissfully showers Sri Govinda with even more nectar of
motherly love than Baladeva; who is very famous in Vraja for
her expertise in cooking and whose pure friendship delights
Nanda and Yasomati. I pray for devotion to her lotus feet."

VERSE 12:

udyac-chubhramsu-koti-dyuti-nikara-tiraskara-kary-ujjvala-sri-
rdurvaroddama-dhama-prakara-ripu-ghatonmada-vidhvarsi-dagdhah |
snehad apy unnimesar nijam anujam ito’ranya-bhiimau sva-vitarn
tad-virya-jiio’pi yo na ksanam upanayate staumi tath dhenukarim [112II

udyat - rising; subhramsu - moon; koti - millions; dyuti - shining;
nikara - multitude; tiraskara-kari - mocker; ujjvala - bright; srih -
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beauty; durvara - unbearable; uddama - independent, self-perfect;
dhama - abode; prakara - multitude; ripu - enemy; ghata - abundance;
unmdda - false ego; vidhvamsi - destroying; gandhah - whiff; snehad
- out of affection; api - even; unnimesam - for just a moment; nijam -
His own; anujam - His younger brother Krsna; itah - here; aranya-
bhamau - in the forest; sva - own; vitam - leaving behind; tat - His;
vtrya - power; jiiah - knowing; api - even; na - not; ksanam - for a
moment; upanayate - leaves; staumi - 1 praise; tam - Him;
dhenukarim - Balarama, the enemy of Dhenukasura.

I praise Sri Baladeva, the enemy of Dhenukasura,
Whose body shines brightly white like millions of rising
moons, Who easily destroys even a whiff of the false ego
of His invincible turbulent enemies, Who out of great
affection does not leave His naughty little brother Krsna
out of His sight for even a moment when They go out into
the woods, and Who treats Krsna with this affection,
despite of knowing about His divine prowess.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha attains a
stream of transcendental visions of the ecstatic activities of the
Vraja-companions, who are as grave as millions of oceans.

The self-manifest forms and attributes of the Vraja-
companions automatically arise in Sri Raghunatha’s heart,
which is illuminated by visuddha-sattva (transcendence).

In this verse, he mentions and praises some of the forms and
qualities of S1i-Sri Baladeva, Whose body is non-different from
11 Krsna's. First of all he says: udyacchubhramsu koti dyuti
nikara tiraskarakaryujjavala srih

"His body has a white luster, defeating the shining of millions
of rising moons." By comparing His body with millions of
moons, he has revealed its elegance and beauty.
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Sri Riipa Gosvami has written:

subhrah sphatika varnadhyo balaramo mahabalah;
nila vastra paridhano vanamala virajitah

dirgha kesah sulavanyas cada carur manohara;

ratna kundala yugman ca karna-yugme virdajitam
nana puspa maniharah kantha-dese susobhitah;
keyara balayau yugmau bahu-yugme virdjitau

ratna napura yugmam ca pada yugme susobhitam;

vasudevah pita tasya maia ca rohini bhavet

(Sr1 $17 Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika - 70)

"Sri Balarama’s bodily luster is white like a crystal and
because of His great physical strength He is named Balarama.
He wears a blue dhoti, He is beautified by a garland of forest
flowers, He has long hair, He is filled with beauty and elegance,
His crown is beautiful and enchanting, both His ears are
beautified by jeweled earrings, His neck is adorned with
different flower garlands and jewel strings, His arms are
beautified by bangles and bracelets and His lotus feet are
decorated with jeweled ankle bells. His father’s name is
Vasudeva and His mother’s name is Rohini."

"When  Sri Gargacarya performed the name-giving
ceremony, he also mentioned Sri Baladeva’s forms, qualities
and strength:

ayam hi rohint putro ramayan suhrdo gunaih
akhyasyate rama iti baladhikyad balam viduh

yadinam aprthag bhavai sakarsanam usantyapi

(Bhagavata 10.8.12)
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"This son of Rohini has three names: Rama, Baladeva and
Sankarsana. Because He delights His relatives with His
different attributes He is named Rama, because of His
extraordinary strength He is named Bala and because He
manages to keep the Yadavas united in heart and mind He is
called Sankarsana."

Hence Sri Baladeva is an ocean of beauty, attributes and
strength. éﬂfRaghunﬁﬂuiaﬂd:durvdrodddnuldhdnulprakara
ripu ghatonmada vidhvamsi-gandhah "He can easily destroy
even a whiff of pride of all His powerful and turbulent
enemies."

In Vraja, Sri Krsna is lila-purusottama, Who mainly advented
Himself to relish the mellows of sweet pastimes with His Vraja-
companions, that are free from even the slightest whiff of
majesty and prowess. The killing of demons and the lightening
of the burden of the earth is not the duty of the Original
Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna. If Sii Krsna is still seen
killing demons then it is done by Sﬁf\ﬁsnu,through the
transcendental appearance of $r1 Krsna.

svayam bhagavanera karma nahe bhara harana;
sthiti karta visnu kore jagata palana
kintu krsnera yei hoy avatara kala;
bhara harana kala tate hoilo misala
parna bhagavan avatare yei kale;
ara saba avatara tate asi mile
narayana catur-vyitha matsyadyavatara;
yuga-manvantaravatara yoto ache ara
sabhe asi krsna ange hon avatirna;
aiche avatare krsna bhagavan parna
ataeva visnu tokhon krsnera sarire;
visnu-dvare kore krsna asura samhare
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(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4)

"The duty of the Original Lord is not to relieve the burden of
the earth, for it is the maintainer Visnu who protects the
universe. But when it was Krsna’s time to descend, the time to
relieve the burden of the earth had also come. When the
complete Personality of Godhead descends, all the other
descensions appear in and with Him. Thus Narayana, the
quadruple phalanx (Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and
Aniruddha), the ten descensions beginning with Matsya, the
Yuga-avataras (scheduled descensions) and the Manvantaras all
descended along within Sri Krsna’s transcendental body. In this
way the Krsna-descension is the complete God. Therefore it
was through Visnu that Krsna killed all the demons (during His
Vraja-pastimes)."

Just as Krsna destroys the demons through Lord Visnu,
similarly He arranges for the manifestation of His elder brother
Baladeva’s glories by making Him destroy all kinds of turbulent
and powerful demons. Thus Sri Baladeva easily killed demons
like Dhenukasura and Pralambasura, who are so powerful that
even the demigods could not defeat them, in the course of His

playful sports.

In this connection Sri Suka Muni has said:

naitat citre bhagavati

hyananta jagad isvare;
ota protam idam yasmims
tantusvanga yatha patah

(Bhagavata 10.15.36)
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"O King! This killing of Dhenukasura was no miracle for the
almighty Balarama, for He is the Lord of the Universe in whom
this universe is woven warp and woof, just like a piece of cloth
in the threads!"

The purport of this verse is that Sri Balarama is the Lord of
aﬂﬂwunwmwﬂhHeEﬂwsammibnnoﬂheOﬂQmﬂLmdSﬁ
Krsna and the root manifestation of Sankarsana. Hence He is
essentially non-different from Sr1 Krsna. The fragment of this
Sankarsana is the first purusavatara, Mahavisnu, from Whom
the innumerable universes emanate and the innumerable
divine descensions like Matsya and Karma advent.

The fragment of the fragment of this Sankarsana is the
purusa that oversees all the living entities; hence He is the
controller and regulator of the whole creation. For Him
nothing is impossible to accomplish.

During the Great Dissolution, He retracts innumerable
universal globes, all dissolving into Him. Is it so miraculous for
Him to destroy a few insignificant demons? Therefore in the
terms of human(-like) pastimes, this power to destroy demons
is described as being verily miraculous, but considering the
majestic pastimes of the Lord, this is just a trifling matter.

nara-lilayaiva  krtam ityascaryatvena varnyate na tu
aisvarya-lilayetyaha naitad iti (Vaisnava Tosani).

Finally Sri Raghunatha says: snehad apyunnimesam nijam
anujam ito’ranya-bhitmau sva-vitam tad virya-jiio’pi yo na
ksanam upanayate

"..Who out of great affection does not leave His naughty little
brother Krsna out of His sight for even a moment when They
go out into the woods and Who treats Krsna with affection
despite knowing about His divine prowess."

Baladeva’s rasa is one of pure friendship mixed with parental
concern. yara bhava - suddha sakhya vatsalyadimaya (C.C.)
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Baladeva shows such affection for St Krsna on the strength of
His feelings of friendship mixed with great parental love.
According to the amount of His devotee’s love, the Lord reveals
His quality of being subdued by the devotee, and thus S$r1 Krsna
also displays the utmost devotion to His elder brother Baladeva.
In Srimad Bhagavata it is described that Krsna once went into
the woods of Vraja and praised His brother there as follows:

aho ami deva-varamararcitam
padambujam te sumanah phalarhanam;
namantyupadaya sikhabhiratmanas
tamo’pahatyai taru-janma yat krtam
ete’khilanas tava yaso’khila loka tirtham
gayanta adi-purusanupadam bhajante;
prayo ami munigana bhavadiya mukhya
gadham vane’pi na jahatyanaghatma daivam
nrtyantyami Sikhina idya muda harinyah
kurvanti gopya iva te priyam tksanena;
suktais ca kokila gana grham agataya
dhanya vanaukasa iyan hi satam nisargah
dhanyeyam adya dharani trna virudhas tvat
pada-sprso druma latah karajabhimrstah;
nadyo’drayah khaga-mrgah padayavalokair
gopyo’ntarena bhujayor api yat sprha srih

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.15.5-8)

"O best of the gods! Those trees that took their low birth
because of offences committed in their previous lives, are
taking fruits and flowers onto their branch-like heads and offer
obeisances to Your lotus feet to become freed from these
offences. You are concealing Your real form here in Vrndavana
to become carried away by childhood games, but still the great
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devotee-saints have discovered You and like bumblebees they
wander around singing Your glories, that sanctify the world.

When the peacocks see You they dance in topmost bliss and
the does lovingly gaze at You just like the gopis do. The cuckoos
respectfully address You with their sweet songs, because it is
the nature of the saints to greet guests who come to their
houses. The earth and its grass and bulbs have become blessed
by the touch of Your feet, the trees and vines have become
blessed by the touch of Your fingers when You pick their
flowers, and the gopis have become blessed by the touch of
Your chest, which is coveted even by the goddess of fortune!"

Sri Baladeva shows similar affection towards His younger
brother Sri Krsna. He won't let Krsna out of His sight for even
a moment when They ramble in the woods.

Mother Yasomati also places $r1 Krsna in the hands of
Baladeva before they enter into the woods to keep her Gopala
protected.

sridama sudama dama,  suno ore balarama,
minati koriye to sabare
vana gata ati dara, nava trna kusankura
gopala loiya na yaiho dare.

"Listen, O Sridama, Sudama, Dama and Balarama! T beg you
all: don’t take Gopala too deep into the forest, where there are
new Kusa-sprouts and fresh grass!"

sakha-gana age pache,  gopala koriya majhe,
dhire dhire koriho gamana.
nava trnarkura age, ranga paya nahi lage,
prabodha na mane mayera mana
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"Keep Gopala always inbetween the cowherd boys, who
should walk before and behind Him. Walk slowly! Take care
that His reddish lotus feet are not injured by fresh grass and
sprouts! Don’t you care about a mother’s worries?"

gopala amara parana putali
tomare sampiya rama, kichui sandeha nai
tamu prana koroye vyakuli

"O Gopala, puppet of my heart! I place You in Balarama’s
care, so there is nothing to worry about, but still my heart is
filled with anxiety!"

Although Baladeva is aware of all of Sri Krsna’s divine
prowess, out of great affection He is still always worried about
Him in the sweet human-like pastimes. This is the nature of
pure love. Therefore such worries about the beloved’s welfare
and safety are in place in the sweet Vraja-pastimes.

S17 Raghunatha says: staumi tam dhenukarim "1 praise this
Baladeva, the killer of Dhenukasura."

koti-candra jini anga-kantira vaibhava;
durdanta pratapa-ripu mane parabhava
aranya pradese suddha sneha anugata;
caficala govinda sange vihare satata
$rt krsnera bala virya parijiata hoiya;
sada siksa dena jini anuja boliya
sei dhenukari vira $ri baladeve:
sada stuti kori ami apand sodhite

"Tust to purify myself I always praise the heroic killer of
Dhenukasura, Sri Baladeva, Whose bodily luster defeats the
shining of millions of moons, Who destroys the pride of His
turbulent and powerful enemies, Who always plays with pure
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affection with naughty Govinda in the woods, Who is aware of
Sri Krsna’s power and potency, but Who still gives Him
instructions, considering Him His younger brother."

VERSE 13:

parjanya-nama-nija-naptr-garvaih
parjanya-laksanabhito vinindan |
yo narma tanvan ramate’sya karne
namamy aho krsna-pitamaham tam [113ll

parjanya nama - named Parjanya; nija - own; naptr - grandson;
garvaih - with pride; parjanya - rain clouds; laksani - hundred
thousand (a host); abhitah - completely; vinindan - mocking; yah -
who; narma - with joking words; tanvan - manifesting; ramate -
pleasing, or playing; asya - Krsna’s; karne - in the ear; namami - I offer
my obeisances; aho! - Ol; krsna pitamaham tam - unto Krsna’s
paternal grandfather.

"Aho! I offer my obeisances unto the cowherder named
Parjanya, who is Krsna’s paternal grandfather, who
constantly mocks the clouds in his pride of his grandson
and who speaks sweet, delightful and joking words into
Krsna’s ears.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha is an
eternal companion of the Lord, therefore he has direct visions
of the sweet feelings of the Vraja-associates.

Although all the forms of the Lord are certainly full of rasa,
this is a mere rasamsa (a fragment of transcendental flavour),
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for rasa finds its ultimate culmination in Sr1 Krsna, Who is the
akhila-rasamrta-miirti, the embodiment of all nectarean
transcendental flavours.

Similarly, although all the companions of the Lord have
sweet love for Him in their own right, which makes them relish
the sweetness of the Lord, their bhava is called bhavamsa (a
fragment of bhava), for the culmination of this bhava is only
found in Krsna's companions in Vraja, the abode of pure
sweetness.

In this verse Sripéda Raghunatha describes the sweet love of
Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather Parjanya gopa. In Sri Radha-
Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika (15-18) it is described:

pitamaho harer gaurah sita kesah sitambarah;
mangalamrta parjanyah parjanyo nama ballabah
yah surarse nidesena laksmi-bhartur upasanam;
varistho vraja gosthinam sa krsnasya pitamahah
pura nandisvare cakre srestha santati kanksaya;

vag marta tatovyomni pradur asit priyankari
tapasanena dhanyena bhavinah paiica te sutah;
vartyan madhyamas tesam nanda nama bhavisyati
nandanas tasya vijayi bhavita vraja-nandanah;
surasura Sikha-ratna nirdjita padambujah

"Krsna’s grandfather Parjanya is like a rain cloud (parjanya
also means rain cloud) of auspiciousness. His complexion is
golden and his hair is white. He is respected by the whole
community of Vraja. In the past, he worshipped Laksmi-
Narayana at Nandi$vara, on the advice of Devarsi Narada,
because he desired great sons. After performing many
austerities, a very lovely voice in the sky spoke:
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"O Parjanyal As a result of your blessed austerities, five sons
will be born to you. The middle one will be the greatest and he
will be known as Nanda. The son of this Nanda will be
victorious and He will delight all of Vraja. Both demons and
demigods will worship His lotus feet with their crown jewels."

After attaining such a jewel-like grandson, Parjanya became
so proud that he mocked hundreds of thousands, or indeed all
the rain clouds. Although Parjanya was himself already adorned
by all great qualities, his name really became accomplished
when he became a cloud that showered all auspiciousness.

In Sri Gopala-Campt it is known from the descriptions of
Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada:

sa ca $riman parjanyah saujanya varsyendrjitena nijaisvaryendapi
vaisyantarasadharanyamatitaya tac ca ndascaryam; yatah svasrita
desa palakata manyataya vadanyataya ksira-vaibhava plavita sarva
janata labdha pradhanyataya ca parjanya samanyatam apah - yah
khalu prahladah Sravasi, dhruvah pratisruti, prthur mahimani,
bhisma durhrdi, sankarah suhrdi, svayambhii garimani, haris tejasi
vabhiiva

"It is not a miracle that Parjanya has become the greatest of
all vaisyas because of his saintliness and his self-earned wealth.
By showering all the people with the milk-stream of his
dedication to the protection of his land and his generosity, he
has become most respectable, just like a rain cloud. He was like
Prahlada in certainty, like Dhruva in reliability, Prthu in
greatness, Bhisma in destroying the enemies, Sankara in
friendship, Brahma in glory and like Sri Hari in prowess."

Therefore his glories naturally defeat the clouds and on top
of that, the form and attributes of his grandson $r1 Krsna
defeated the clouds in all respects.
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Sii Krsna had made a mockery out of the clouds with His
peerless bluish luster and His extraordinary shower of
nectarean attributes and pastimes.

mukta hara baka panti, indra-dhanu pinicha tati,
pitambara vijurt saficara
krsna nava jaladhara,  jagat sasya upara,
varisaye lilamrta dhara

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"Krsna is like a fresh rain cloud that showers the wheat of the
world with the nectarean streams of His pastimes. His pearl
necklace is like a row of ducks. His peacockfeather crown is like
a rainbow and His yellow cloth is like a lightning strike."

When Krsna was seven years old, He thwarted the Indra-
sacrifice and promulgated the Sri Govardhana-sacrifice. This
made Indra angry and caused him to send his clouds of
universal destruction to Vraja to destroy it. So Sr1 Krsna lifted
S1i Govardhana for seven days and nights, holding it steadily on
His left little finger to protect the Vrajavasis from hail, rain and
claps of thunder and give them great delight. Then Parjanya
jokingly mocked the clouds, saying: "O hey, clouds! My name is
also Parjanya or cloud! What audacity you have to try to
inundate my kingdom as long as I am here! Let me first see you
defeating this little grandson of mine, then I will argue with
you!"

Sri Raghunatha says: "(Parjanya) speaks sweet, delightful and
funny words into Sri Krsna’s ears. $i7 Krsna is most delighted
when His grandfather speaks these joking words, that’s why He
always very eagerly hangs them around his neck to hear them.
There is no end to Rasamaya’s (all-delicious Krsna) desires for
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these rasamaya-joking words. Although the Upanisads describe
Him as full of taste, full of fragrance and full of form, He is still
so desirous for the love of the people of Vraja! Blessed is Vraja-
dhama! Blessed is the Vraja-lila! Sr1 Raghunatha says: "I always
offer my obeisances unto Parjanya, Sri Krsna's paternal
grandfather!"

$rt krsna amara pautra’ ei ahankare;
megha gane diva-nisi ye avajia kore
yahara mukhera vani korite sravana;
$rt govinda atisaya ullasita hon
$ri krsnera pitamaha $ri parjanya nama;
lunthita hoiya pade koriye pranama

“$r1 Krsna is my grandson!” With this pride he slights the
clouds day and night. In obeisance, I roll at the feet of Sri
Krsna’s grandfather Si1 Parjanya, whose words S11 Govinda is
greatly delighted to hear with His ears!"

VERSE 14:

priyasya naptuh sukhato’tigarvat
padau na yasyah patatah prthivyam |
namami narmarcita-naptr-candrarn
variyasith krsna-pitamahirh tam [114ll

priyasya - of the beloved; naptuh - grandson; sukhatah - out of
happiness; ati - greatly; garvat - out of pride; padau - the feet; na -
not; yasyah - whose; patatah - fall; prehivyam - on the earth; namami
- offer obeisances; narma - joking; arcita - delights; naptr - grandson;
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candram - moon-like; vartyasim - Variyast; krsna-pitamahin - Krsna’s
paternal grandmother; t@m - unto her.

I offer my obeisances unto Variyasi, Sri Krsna’s
paternal grandmother, whose feet do not touch the
ground out of pride over the happiness caused by her
beloved grandson, and who always delights her moon-
like grandson with her joking words.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: The lila-sakti paints sweet
pictures of the Vraja-companions’ sweet love in the
consciousness of éripﬁda Raghunatha, who relishes these sweet
feelings himself and leaves his adharamrta (lip-nectar, or
remnants) to the practising devotees of the world.

When the practising devotees hear and chant this topic, their
personal feelings towards their beloved deity will awaken and
the corresponding prema will be infused into their hearts.

ei amrta anuksana, sadhu mahanta megha-gana,
visvodyane kore varisana
ta’'te phale prema-phala, bhakta khaya nirantara,
tara Sese jiye jagajana

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"The great devotee-saints are like clouds that always shower nectar
over the garden of the world and prema sprouts as a result. The
devotees always eat this and the people of the world subsist on their
remnants."

In this verse Srip?lda Raghunatha introduces us to the great love of
the gopt Variyasi for her grandson Sri Krsna. pitamahi mahi-manya
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kusumbhabha harit-pata; variyasiti vikhyata kharva ksirabha-
kuntala™

"Sri Krsna’s paternal grandmother is named Variyasi and she is
greatly respected in Vraja-mandala. Her complexion resembles the
Kusumbha-flower and her dress is green. She is small and her hair is
white like milk."

Out of pride over the happiness caused by her beloved grandson,
her feet do not touch the ground, so it is said by the people.

This pride is not a transformation of the mundane modes of
passion and ignorance, it is a transformation of pure sattva (spirit).
This pride arises from love of God.
pritih ~ khalu  bhakta  cittam ullasayati mamataya  yojayati
visrambhayati, priyatvatisayenabhimanayati, dravayati, sva
visayam pratyabhilasatisayena yojayati - prati-ksanam eva  sva
visayam nava navatvenanubhavayati asamordhva
camatkarenonmadayati ca. (Priti Sandarbha: 84 Anu:)

"Love delights the hearts of the devotees, links through feelings of
possessiveness, bestows confidence and through great feelings of
affection, special pride. It causes one to melt (or soften); it creates a
great craving for the Lord and a resultant attachment to Him; it causes
the lover to experience the Lord as fresh at every moment and
intoxicates the lover with unprecedented feelings of astonishment."

In the bhakti-sastras (devotional scriptures), these feelings are
progressively described as: rati, prema, pranaya, mana, sneha, raga,
anuraga and mahabhava.

Taking this abhimana or pride to heart, Sri Radharani is saying:
bandhu, tomara garave garavint ham! "O friend! I am proud of Your
pride!"

Prema cannot leave this pride for even a moment. premera sadai
abhimana, prema caya sola ana prana. "Prema always has pride,
prema wants 100% of the heart!"

10 Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,20.
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What can a premika be more proud of? Only that the Lord is his
all-in-all! The experienced know how high the price of this loving
pride is! Knowing this to be the soul of prema they want to embrace
it from all sides.

How glorious the prema of Sri Krsna’s grandmother Variyasi is, can
be known from this verse. She always makes fun and jokes with Sri
Krsna and He is floating in an ocean of topmost bliss when He hears
Her jokes.

Seeing that Sr1 Krsna is happy with her jokes and humor,
grandmother calls Him again and again: "O rey Nati-cand (moon-like
grandson)! Come here!"

The acaryas say: "Those who have realized that Krsna is the
Supreme Truth cannot understand Him in full. S1i Govinda, Who is
the embodiment of sweetness, can only be fully realized through a
sweet loving attitude. Though one should not think that the
knowledge of the Lord’s prowess is thereby somewhat lost.
Knowledge of the Lord’s sweetness, which is like the Triveni, (the
confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and Sarasvati) is always inseparably
strewn together with knowledge of the Lord’s prowess.

When separation is experienced all this is being revealed and thus
saves the life of the devotee in separation.

Sri Raghunatha bows down at the feet of Krsna’s paternal
grandmother Variyasi, who is most conscious of His sweetness -

krsna mora nati’ boli garve buka bhara;
krsna sukha sampad heri sukhe atma-hara
pautra garve pd phele na kabhu dharanite;
hasya parihase magna govinda sahite
krsna pitamahi boli yara kautuka katha;
ullasete sune sabe prasanga hoy yatha
sei variyast krsna pitamaht yini;
krpa-lobhe sada pade pranata ye ami
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"Eager for her mercy, I bow down to Krsna's paternal
grandmother Variyasi, whose heart is filled with pride as she
says: ‘Krsna is my grandson!”, whose feet don’t touch the ground
out of pride of Her grandson, who is always immersed in joking
and laughing with Govinda and who gladly speaks of herself as
Krsna’s paternal grandmother, something which is gladly heard
and discussed by all the others."

VERSE 15:

$veta-Smasru-bharena sundara-mukhah syamah krti mantrana-
bhijiiah sarhsadi santatam vraja-pateh kurvan sthitih yo’rcitah |
sva-pranarbuda-khandanair murabhidaih bhratuh sutarh tosayet
sahare nivasan sa-gostham avatan namnopanandah sada ll15l|

Sveta - white; Smasru - moustache; bharena - with a great; sundara -
beautiful; mukhah - face; syamah - black; krit - qualified;
mantranabhijiiah - learned counsellor; samsadi - in the assembly;
santatam - always; vrajapateh - of the king of Vraja; kurvan - doing;
sthitim - staying; yah - who; arcitah - worshipped; sva - own; prana -
life-airs; arbuda - millions; khandanaih - in parts; murabhidam -
Krsna; bhratuh sutam - nephew; tosayet - delights; sahare - in the
village of Sahara; nivasan - resides; sa - he; gostham - Vraja; avatan -
may protect; namna - named; upanandah - Upananda; sada - always.

May Krsna’s uncle Upananda, who delights his nephew
with billions of life-airs; whose face is beautified by a
white moustache; who has a blackish complexion; who is
a wise and learned counsellor; who lives in the village of
Sahara and who always stays in the government of the

-89 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

king of Vraja as a learned scholar, always protect the land
of Vraja!

Stavamrta Kana Vyikhya: In this verse Sripada Gosvamicarana
praises Sri Upananda, the elder brother and minister of Nanda
Maharaja.

upanando’bhinandas ca pitroyau puarvajau pituh. pitroyau tu
kantyamsau syatam sannanda nandanau (Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa
Dipika 1,32):

"Nanda’s elder brothers are Upananda and Abhinanda, and his
younger brothers are Sannanda and Nandana". They are all Krsna’s
uncles.

Upananda was the oldest son of Parjanya Mahargja, and the third
son Nanda inherited the kingdom only because of Upananda’s
magnanimity. In the scripture Sri Gopala Campii it is described that
when Parjanya Maharaja considered the qualifications of his sons he
decided to hand over the responsibility of the kingdom to his eldest
son Upananda. He had become eager to perform Sri Hari-bhajana
and had thus attained peace of mind. !t

He had the royal class headed by Vasudeva and the brahminical
class headed by Garga called into the assembly and gave his oldest son
Sri Upananda the royal tilaka'? there.

sah punah pitur ajnam angikrtya krta-krtyas tasyam eva sri
vasudevadi sambalita mahanubhavanam sabhayam ahuya
sabhavam utsanga sanginam vidhaya madhyamam eva
nijanujam tena tilakena gokula rajataya sabhajayamasa.

atha tatranuje sankucati sarva eva ca jane vismayam sa ca
mane pitari ca rocamanelocane sacovéaca - mayedam navicaram
acaritam yatah sarva eva sneha paramparayah paradhinah; sa

1 Having handed the kingdom into Upananda's able hands he could
now worship Sri Hari free from worries.

12 A ceremony in which the old king hands his kingdom to his
rightful heir.
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ca sad gunyasya tac ca sarva Samaﬁjasatdydh sa catra yathd
tatha na mad vidhe saiva ca khalu sarva vasikaritayam svari
itam arhati

kim ca sarvantaryamyapyenam evoraricarikaroti. drsyatam
asyam  bhasamanayam sabhayam sarvesam netra-patalt
satpada vallilayamana kevalam asya mukham kamalam iva
sambalate. tatha prathamatah eva tadanukalyam atrakalpyate
parikalpyatam apidam mama namnaiva; tasmad asmad ayam
eva rajeti. athabhavat kusumajavrstibhih samam sphuta-
dhvanir divam anu sadhu sadhviti sabhasadam iha ca vikasi
drstibhir yathasphuraj jaya jaya sabda mangalam

(Gopala Campi Piirva 3.31-34)

'S Upananda kept the order of his father on his head (he
followed it), considering himself blessed. Then in the presence
of Vasudeva and other great souls, he called his younger
middle-brother Nanda into the assembly, embraced him
lovingly and gave him the kingdom of Gokula by putting on him
the royal tilaka. Afterwards he honoured him as the new king
of Gokula."

“Seeing this inconceivable behaviour of his elder brother,
Nanda Maharaja became shy. Those present in the assembly
were struck with wonder and father Parjanya Maharaja looked
at the two men with eyes wide of bliss

(Actually, Parjanya had been desirous to give the kingdom to
Nanda, having seen his countless attributes, but he had thought
it better to just follow the etiquette and give the kingdom to his
oldest son).

Seeing this Sri Upananda said: "This is not a thoughtless
action of mine, because everyone is controlled by feelings of
affection. The proper thing was done, considering Nanda’s
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glorious attributes. This is not a whimsical action on my behalf,
the great qualities of Nanda just have an overwhelming, all-
controlling effect."

"Besides, this is the arrangement of St N arayana, the
Overseer of all living beings. This is because everyone’s bee-
like eyes drink the honey of Sri Nanda’s beautiful lotus-like
face. This has been Sri N arayana’s decision long ago. Also, his
name is Nanda, while my name is Upananda (sub-Nanda). Upa
means inferior and assisting. Hence he is the king of Gokula,
and I am his assistent."

"Hearing these words of Upananda, the demigods showered
flowers from the sky and sang ‘sadhu sadhu (glory, glory!)’. The
lotus-like eyes of everyone present began to blossom and the
auspicious sounds of jaya jaya!” filled the universe.

From that day on Nanda, the mine of all great qualities was
the king of Gokula and Upananda was appointed as his
minister."

Therefore it was said: Upananda is a learned and expert
counsellor. His body has a deep blackish complexion and his
face is beautified by a white moustache, which are signs of a
learned and expert counsellor. His expert advise was the source
of an increase in Nanda’s bliss in all respects. When the demons
caused havoc in Gokula, it was Upananda who gave the advise
to leave Gokula and move to the safe haven Vrndavana', just to
save his nephew Sr1 Krsna, Who was dearer to him than millions
of lives.

It was on his advise also that the safe haven Nandisvara-Giri
was established as the capital of the king of Vraja. When the
people of Vraja are safe, then Sripﬁda Raghunatha is also safe

13 See Srimad Bhagavata 10.11.22-23
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and his aspirations will be fulfilled - that is the secondary
meaning transcending the first meaning of the verse.
Sveta Smasru-bhare yara vadana sundara;
Syama ruci anga Sobha ati manohara
mantranaya maha-vijiia nanda sabha majhe;
pijita hoyena yini pandita samdje
bhratusputra $ri govinde kolete koriya;
santosa vidhana kore marama bujhiya
sei krsna pitroya $ri upananda nama;
gostha-raksa korun tini ei nivedana

"I pray that Krsna’s uncle, who is named Si1 Upananda,
whose face is beautified by a white moustache: whose body
shines with an enchanting blackish luster; who is the very expert
counsellor in the assembly of Nanda Maharaja; who is
worshipped in the assembly of scholars; who takes his nephew
Sri Govinda on his lap and makes Him happy by understanding
his feelings, may protect the gostha!"

VERSE 16:

gaurah komala-dhir udara-caritah snigdho vrajendranujah
$yama-$masrur alam tadiya-carane bhaktah sunanda-pita |
yah pranaih parimaichya madhava-sukhaih dadhna mahisyah parar
sannandas tanute sa patu nitaram nah kasarinam patih 1161l

gaurah - golden; komala - tender; dhih - mind; udara - generous;
caritah - behaviour; snigdhah - pleasant; vrajendra - the king of Vraja;
anujah - younger brother; syama - black; smasruh - moustache; alam
- greatly; tadiya - his; carane - lotus feet; bhaktah - devotee; sunanda
- Sunanda; pita - the father; yah - who; pranaih - with his life-airs;
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parimaiichya - worships; madhava - Krsna; sukham - happiness;
dadhna - with yoghurt; mahisyah - of the buffaloes; param - greatest;
sannandah - Sannanda; tanute - expands; sa - he; patu - may protect;
nitaram - constantly; nah - unto us; kasarinam - of the she-buffaloes;

patih - the lord (keeper).

May Sannanda, the keeper of the she-buffaloes, who
has a golden complexion; whose mind is filled with
tenderness; who is very generous and kind; whose face is
beautified with a black moustache; who is deeply
devoted to Sri Nanda Mabharaja; who worships Madhava
with his very life and greatly delights Him by treating
Him on buffalo-yoghurt and who is Sri Nanda’s younger
brother and Sunanda’s father, protect us.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Vraja-dhama is enriched by
different companions of the Lord who all have different
feelings and attitudes and these eternal companions each relish
Sri Krsna’s sweetness according to their own feelings,
emanating from their self-perfect prema-rasa.

nija bhave kore krsna rasa asvadane (C.C.). Even Sri Krsna,
Who is the object of their love, forgets about His own prowess
and completeness and considers Himself blessed if He can
relish their self-perfect sweet love, according to their own
individual feelings.

This is the speciality of Vraja-prema. Wherever there is the
full maturity of sweetness, we also find the greatest blossoming
of rasa. This truth can be directly experienced when we discuss
the pastimes of Vraja. The more the heart of a practising
devotee gets purified by practising the Vraja-bhava-updasand,
the more his heart ascends the staircase (of love) and the more
he becomes blessed with the experience of pure sweetness. The
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best way of practising this Vraja-bhava- upasana is the hearing,
chanting and remembering of the sweet feelings of the
companions of Vraja.

In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises the younger brother of
Vraja’s king Sri Nanda Mahargja and the father of Sunanda,
Sannanda.

sunandapara paryaya sannanda kunda pandarah; syama-
celah sita dvitri  keso’yam kesava-priyah (Radha-Krsna-
Ganoddesa-Dipika 1, 35)

"Another name of Sannanda is Sunanda. His complexion is
fair, he wears black and white clothes, two or three of his hairs
are white and he is very dear to Kesava."

He keeps buffaloes because he thinks that Sr1 Krsna’s body
will be nourished by their milk. Therefore he is the Mahisapati,
the buffalo-keeper. He loves all things only if they bring
happiness to Krsna. He worships Sr7 Krsna through his buffalo-
yoghurt. This worship is a great event of love, in which all
mishap and inauspiciousness of the beloved is wiped out.
Beloveds are worshipped with ingredients that are auspicious
and that are very dear to them. Buffalo-yoghurt is very dear to
Krsna and it is naturally a very auspicious product, hence He is
worshipped with buffalo-yoghurt. Sri Raghunatha says: yah
pranaih parimainchya madhava-sukham dadhna mahisyah
param

"He expands Madhava’s happiness by worshipping Him with
his very life and with buffalo-yoghurt. When seeing his worship
one thinks he is not doing it with yoghurt but with his very life-
airs! That is why Madhava, Who is dedicated to relishing the
love of His devotees finds so much happiness in it!

Although Madhava generally means the Original Lord of the
goddess of fortune or all wealth, Krsna only hankers for the
purely sweet love of the people of Vraja. When Sr7 Krsna killed
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Patana, Aghasura and Bakasura, when He lifted Govardhana
Hill, subdued the Kaliya-serpent, swallowed the forest fire and
danced the Rasa, He showed such vast prowess that no one can
conceive of it.

But even all that prowess drowns in a bottomless and
fathomless ocean of sweetness and simply serves to nourish this
sweetness. This endless sweetness is established on the
foundation of endless prowess and its glory attracts all people.
This is only because of its proximity to the pure, sweet love of
the Vrajavasis.

That is why Lord Brahma, Uddhava and others were
astonished when they saw this extraordinary sweet love of the
Vrajavasis and then prayed for birth in Vraja even as a blade of
grass or a bulb, so that they could be showered by their
footdust.

In this verse, the tender feelings, the generous activities and
the gentleness of Sannanda are mentioned - all these great
glories arise automatically as a result of rendering loving
devotional service. This is proclaimed everywhere.

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavatyakificana sarvair gunais tatra
samasata surah (Bhagavata 5.18.12) "All the demigods and their
godly qualities eternally reside in anyone who has unswerving
devotion to the Lord."

Sri Raghunatha prays:

gaura varna sukomala, udara carita;
nandera kanistha bhrata ati sneharita
Syama varna $masru-bhare sri-mukha sundara;
nanda prati bhakti yara ati gadhatara
sunanddra pita boli vrajavdsi jane;
prana pane dadhi diya kore krsna nirdjane
mahist raksaka se sannanda nama yara;
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raksa korun more ei minati amara

"May the buffalo-keeper named Sannanda, who has a golden
complexion; who is very tender-hearted and generous; who is
Nanda’s very affectionate younger brother; whose face is
beautified by a black moustache; who has very deep devotion
to Nanda; who is known by the Vrajavasis as Sunanda’s father
and who worships Krsna with buffalo-yoghurt and his very life,
may he protect me. This is my prayer."

VERSE 17:

$yamah siiksma-matir yuvati-madhuro jyotir-vidam agranih
pandityair jita-gispatir vraja-pateh savye krtavasthitih |
krsnarh palayatiha yah priyatama pranarbudair apy alarn
mantrenapy upananda-sinum iha tamh pritya subhadram numah

Syama - black; siiksma-matih - fine intelligence; yuva - young; ati
madhurah - very sweet; jyotirvidam - astrologers; agrani - the leader;
pandityaih - by learning; jita - defeating; gispatih - Brhaspati;
vrajapateh - the Lord of Vraja; savye - on the left; krta - doing;
avasthitih - situated; krsnam - Krsna; palayati - protects; iha - here;
yah - who; priyataya - out of love; prana - life-airs; arbudaih - with
millions; api - even; alam - greatly; mantrena - with mantras; api -
even; upananda sinum - the son of Upananda; iha - here; tam - unto
him; pritya - with love; subhadram - Subhadra; numah - offering
obeisances.

I offer my loving obeisances unto Subhadra, the son of

Upananda, who has a blackish complexion; who has a fine
intelligence; who is young and sweet (handsome); who is
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the best of astrologers; who defeats even Brhaspati in
learning; who stands on the left side of the Lord of Vraja
Nanda Maharaja; who protects Krsna with billions of life-
airs and who always offers Him advise.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Vraja-dhama is the great
transcendental centre where the Lord and His devotees relish
the sweetness of each others’ love.

The companions in Vraja are unrivalled relishers of the love
of Sri Govinda, Who is the embodiment of complete
transcendental bliss. What's more, they are the embodiments
of pure love! The Lord Who is Self-satisfied is attracted to the
blissful love of the pure devotees and becomes completely
engrossed with these devotees, up to the point that He loses
Himself in it. This indicates how much ecstasy there is in loving
devotion for both the devotee and the Lord. Therefore the
Lord solely desires this pure love of the devotees, which is
completely free from hesitation and reverence. What to speak
of the loving devotees of Vraja, even from the reverential
devotees the Lord likes to hear talks that are free from
hesitation and reverence.

In the Haribhakti-Sudhodaya, we find the following words of
the Lord to Sr1 Prahlada:

sabhayam sambhramam vatsa mad gaurava krtam tyaja;
naisa priyo me bhaktesu svadhina pranayi bhava
api me pirna ka‘masya navam navam idam priyam;
nihsanka pranayad bhakto yan mam pasyasi bhasate
sada mukto’pi baddho’smi bhaktesu sneha rajjubhih;
ajito’pi jito'ham tair avasye’pi vastkrtah
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"O child! Give up this reverence that simply causes fear and
respect to awaken within you! I don’t like this kind of reverence
towards Me by My devotees! Please show some free feelings of
love towards Me! The devotees see Me and speak with Me with
love and without fear. Although I am Self-satisfied, I experience
this as ever-fresh. Although I am eternally liberated, this ties
Me to the ropes of My devotees’ affection. Although I am
invincible, I am thus defeated and although I am ever-
independent, they manage to subdue Me completely!"

In this way one can understand the great glories of the love
of the Lord’s companions in Vraja. The love of the people of
Vraja is the deepest because of the absence of hesitation and
reverence within it.

They are completely absorbed in loving Krsna purely as the
laukika-sad-bandhu, the good worldly friend. The dcaryas call
this ragatmika bhakti. Each and every Vraja-companion
receives a share of this great sacrifice of raga-bhakti.

In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises Subhadra, the son of
Upananda:

sucikkanau nila-varnah subhadro diptiman bhavet;
pita vastra paridhana nanabharana sobhitah
upanandah pita tasya tula mata patiorata;
paramojjvala kaisorah patni kundalata bhavet

(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 2, 26-27)

"Subhadra’s complexion is glossy, blue and brilliant. He
wears a yellow dhott and various ornaments. His father is
Upananda and his mother the greatly chaste Tula. Subhadra’s
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age is filled with the most brilliant adolescence and his wife is
named Kundalata.s"

His complexion is syama, he is of fine intelligence, he is
young and handsome and he is the best of astrologers. His
knowledge of astrology has been accomplished because he
centers it around Krsna and his love for Him. The purport of
this is that the great teacher of astrology, Mahamuni Sri
Gargacarya came to Gokula on the instigation of Vasudeva to
perform the name-giving ceremony of Sr1 Krsna-Baladeva.

Seeing the pure parental love of Nanda-Yasoda for Krsna,
Gargacarya’s reverential attitude was stunned. During Sri
Krsna’s name-giving ceremony, he left the dignity of their love
unaffected and made his knowledge of astrology perfect by
describing Sr1 Krsna’s glories in an unequivocal way. But
Subhadra is actually worried about Sri Krsna having some
accident, so he anxiously draws charts to calculate Sri Krsna’s
luck and bad luck.

In this way he made his knowledge of astrology perfect in the
realm of sweet love. That is the speciality of his knowledge of
astrology and that is why he is called the greatest of all
astrologers. He defeats even Brhaspati in learning and
intelligence.

This is what the people say when they see Subhadra’s
learning and sharp intelligence. Otherwise from the natural
point of view, the learning and intelligence of all the people of
Vraja is peerless, because the Lord personally told Uddhava:

14 She is one of the most important assistants in Sr1 Radha-Krsna's
erotic pastimes. She is praised in verse 32 of this Vraja Vilasa Stava.
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esam buddhimatam buddhir manisa ca manisinam;
yat satyam anrtencha martyenapnoti mamatam

(Bhagavata 11.29.22)

"The intelligence of the intelligent and the wisdom of the wise
lies in My bhajana, because in this temporary and uncertain
human birth, bhajana is real and immortal and through bhajana
a human being can become blessed by attaining Me."

Who will therefore ignore the intelligence of the people of
Vraja?

He stands by Vrajapati Sri Nanda’s left side, always serving
him with advise and he protects and advises Sri Nanda-
Nandana with millions of life-airs. Although all transcendental
and other knowledge is always serving Him, the Original
Personality Of Godhead Si7 Krsna acts only according to the
advise of Subhadra - this is the nature of lovel!'s

Sri Raghunatha says: "I lovingly bow down to this son of
Upananda, named Subhadra!"

Syama varna sitksma mati navina yauvana;
Jyotirvid supandita priya darasana
brhaspati jini yara panditya pratibha;
vrajapati nanda vame koriteche sobha
prana priya $ri govinde koriteche raksa;
upadesa chale dana kore nana siksa
sei upananda putra subhadra yara nama;
nirantara stava kori padete pranama

15 Mother Yasoda also asks Subhadra every morning where her
Gopala should herd his cows that day.
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"T always praise Upananda’s son named Subhadra, who has a
blackish complexion; who is of fine intelligence and fresh
youthful beauty; who is an expert astrologer, a great scholar who
defeats even Brhaspati in learning; who stands beautifully at
Vrajapati Nanda’s left side and who protects Sri Govinda on the
pretext of giving him different advises and teachings, by bowing
down at his feet."

VERSE 18:

daityad bhiter ativikala-dhih komalangasya sanoh
krsnasyoccaih satatam avane vatsala vyagra-citta |
krechrair ambar bahubhir abhito hanta santosya sarar
daitya-ghnam ya sutam ajanayat sambika patu dhatri

daityad - from demons; bhiteh - of fear; ati - very; vikala - upset;
dhih - consciousness; komala - tender; angasya - of the body; sanoh -
of the son; krsnasya - of Krsna; uccaih - greatly; satatam - always;
avane - for protecting; vatsala - parental love; vyagra - anxious; citta
- heart; krechrail - with hardships; ambanm - mother; bahubhil -
with many; abhitah - in all respects; hanta - alas!; santosya -
satisfying; siram - a hero; daitya- demons; ghnam - killer; ya - who
(fem.); sutam - the son; ajanayat - gave birth to; s@ - she; ambika -
Ambika; patu - may protect; dhatri - wetnurse.

May Ambika, Krsna’s wetnurse, who was very anxious
out of fear of the demons and who performed many
harsh austerities for Krsna’s protection with which she
satisfied the universal mother Bhagavati, who granted
her a heroic son who is able to kill all the demons, protect
us.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa
Gosvami draws a love-picture of Krsna’s wet nurse Ambika,
who is a vessel of pure parental love for $11 Krsna.

ambika ca kilimba ca dhatrke stanya datrike (Radha-Krsna
Ganoddesa Dipika) "Ambika and Kilimba are two wet nurses
who breastfed Krsna. The greater of them is Ambika. She is
Vrajesvari Yasoda’s dear girlfriend."

ambikeyam tayor mukhya vrajesvaryah priya sakhi (ibid.)
She worshipped Dirga-devi and by her grace got a heroic son
named Vijaya.

atradhyakso'mbika sanur vijayakhyas tapasyaya. yah
kilambikaya lebhe dhatryopasya sadambikam (ibid.) "Vijaya is
the leader of the older boys who serve as Sri Krsna's
bodyguards. His mother Ambika performed penances to please
Ambika or Parvati to get a heroic son like him."

Out of fear of the demons she is very anxious at heart to keep
tender Krsna safe and protected. Wet nurse Ambika is always
carried away by worries that any calamity might befall i1
Krsna. She is always worried about the safety of ST Krsna, who
is Himself the guardian of the world. This is the work of pure
transcendental parental love.

Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has written: It is love only that
causes apprehension of harm - yasmin jate tat
sambandhabhasenapi ~ maha-vaspadi ~ vikarah  priya
darsanddyatrptasya parama samarthyadau satyapi kosancid
anista-sanka ca jayate (Priti Sandarbha)

"When sneha awakens even the slightest relationship with
the Lord creates tear-filled emotional transformations. The
devotee is never satisfied by seeing the Lord and he always
apprehends harm befalling Him, although He is omnipotent."

This apprehension of harm is especially strong in parental
love, where the devotee observes the tenderness of St Krsna’s
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body. Therefore mother Ambika is always afraid at heart of the
demons.

"T think that a demon is coming, I think he’s going to kill
Krsna!" - tormented by these apprehensions mother Ambika
desperately began to perform harsh austerities to please
goddess Durga with the aim of getting a heroic son who would
protect i1 Krsna.

On the path of pure devotion it is an impairment to the
principle of pure devotion if one worships other gods and
goddesses, especially if it is for benefits like wealth and
children. But the Vrajavasis’ worship of other gods and
goddesses and their praying to them for boons like children is
nothing else but another form of their love for Sr1 Krsna.

The Gosvamis have given the following conclusion about the
Vraja-kumaris (virgin-gopis)” worship of Katyayani-devi to get
Sr7 Krsna as a husband:

tato vrajasya lokavalilatvat mayopdasanam eva labhyate,
tasam ca parama premollasa vilasitam eva tathopdsanam
premnaiva ca tatha tat praptir na tathopasanena iti
vivektavyam. atra kecid anyan manya yad anyatha manyante
te na tadiya prema gandha sambandha gandhavaham api
sprsanti sarvatra suddha bhagavat premaiva hi purusarthah.
sarvam ananya daivatopasanadikam tu tat sadhanam eveti
srimad  bhagavata siddhantah (Vaisnava Tosani Tika of
Bhagavata 10.22.4)

"Because the pastimes of 11 Krsna and His companions in
Vraja are human-like, it is seen that the Vraja-companions
worship Mayadevi for getting wealth and sons and so on
(although Katyayani is the Lord’s cicchakti or spiritual potency,
when her worshippers ask her for wealth and children she gives
it through her maya-sakti), but these should be understood to
be their most blissful loving pastimes. Their worship is also
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nothing but prema, because as a result of their worship they do
not attain Katyayani-devi but the Supreme Lord.

Therefore if someone forgets the means and the goal and
thinks: “The Vraja-devis were also worshipping Katyayani-devi,
therefore there is no other means to get Sr1 Krsna and love of
Him than to worship her’, or “The worship of Katyayani is the
only means and goal’, they will never even catch a whiff of the
wind carrying the breeze of Krsna-prema. The only means of
attaining the Lord is pure and exclusive worship of and
meditation on Him."

Basically the worship of the different gods is also worship of
the Supreme Lord, because He is the aggregate of all the
gods'®: this is the philosophical conclusion of scriptures like
Srimad Bhagavata.

There is no question of the self-perfect loving eternal
companions of Krsna in Vraja having to perform any sadhana.
Therefore, when mother Ambika of Vraja who is constantly
swimming in the ocean of pure parental love, saw Vraja being
repeatedly attacked by demons, she became very apprehensive
about Krsna's safety and pleased Bhagavati-devi with her
penances, desiring to get a son who could kill all the demons.

By Devi’s grace she was then blessed with a heroic son
named Vijaya.

16 Kysna is attained by worshipping different gods and goddesses,
because He is the aggregate of all the gods, but He is not attained by
those who worship them with desires other than Him. Therefore the
worship of other gods and goddesses is considered a impairment of
exclusive devotion. Those who are very upset with apprehension of
harm becoming to Sr1 Krsna may worship other gods and goddesses,
but this behaviour of Krsna's companions in Vraja is
incomprehensible for an ordinary sadhaka.
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Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: " May that goddess Ambika always
protect us!"

vatsalye vyakula citta daityera bhayete;
komalanga putra krsnera satata raksarthe
vyakulita hoiya yei kore upavasa;
jagan mata bhagavatira mage asirvada
tara anugrahe yini daitya-ghatt putra;
prasava korilo krsna rakst supavitra
$r1 krsnera dhatri-mata nama se ambika;
sada raksa korun more vatsalye adhika

"May $11 Krsna’s wet nurse named Ambika, who, out of
motherly love, is very frightened of demons; who fasted out of
anxiety over the protection of her tender son Krsna, praying for
the blessings of the universal mother Bhagavati, and who, by
the goddess’ grace, gave birth to a pure son who protects Krsna
by killing the demons, always protect me with great motherly
love."

VERSE 19:

nadair yasya sphutati parito divya-vidhy-anda-kotih
ke te tavat kila diti-sutah ksudrakat ksudra-jivah |

snehan matra vijayam abhito raksane samniyuktarh

krsnasyarat param iha bhaje hanta dhatri sutarh tam

nadaih - with sounds; yasya - whose; sphutati - burst; paritah - in
all respects; divya - divine; vidhi - Brahma; anda - egg; kotih -
millions; ke - who; te - they; tavat - as long as; kila - certainly; diti-
sutah - sons of Diti (demons); ksudrakat - more insignificant than;
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ksudra - insignificant; jivah - living beings; snehat - out of affection;
matra - of the mother; vijayam - Vijaya; abhitah - always; raksane - in
the protection; sanniyuktam - engaged; krsnasya - of Krsna; arat - in
the vicinity; param - highest; iha - here; bhaje - 1 worship; hanta -
alas!; dhatri-sutam - son of the wetnurse; tam - unto him.

I worship Vijaya, the son of Krsna’s wet nurse in Vraja,
whose roars cause millions of divine universes to burst,
what to speak of the demons, who are more insignificant
than insignificant and who is engaged by his mother
Ambika in always staying near Sri Krsna to protect Him.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Vijaya, the son of Krsna’s wet nurse.

The nectarean, fearlessness-granting lotus feet of the
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana have been
prayed to for protection against the hands of different kinds of
calamities since time immemorial by all intelligent people, but
now His wetnurse Ambika, apprehending some calamity
befalling Him, has anxiously worshipped goddess Gauri for His
sake.

Truly, truly, her worship has been a success, for by the grace
of Devi she has gotten a heroic son, the intimate friend (suhrd-
sakha) of Krsna named Vijaya.

Srimat Riipa Gosvami has written:

vatsalya gandhi sakhyas tu kificit te vayasadhikah;

sayudhas tasya dustebhyah sada raksa parayanah
subhadra mandalibhadra bhadra-vardhana gobhatah;
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yaksendra-bhata bhadranga virabhadra maha-gunah
vijayo balabhadradyah suhrdas tasya kirtitah

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.22-23)

"The suhrd-sakhas have a whiff of parental love for Him.
They are a little older than Krsna and they always take care to
protect Him with their weapons. Subhadra, Mandalibhadra,
Bhadra-vardhana Gobhata, Yaksa, Indra-bhata, Bhadranga,
Virabhadra, Maha-guna, Vijaya and Baladeva are amongst
Krsna’s suhrd-friends."

During Krsna’s gostha-lila, they hold different weapons to
constantly protect Him. As soon as there is any doubt about His
safety, they run forward with their weapons in their hands.

Sri Rapa Gosvami has written the following verse to
examplify these friends:

dhunvan dhavasi mandalagram amalam tvam mandalibhadra! kim
gurvtm naryal gadam grhana vijaya! ksobham vrtha ma krthah
Saktim na ksipa bhadravardhana! puro govardhanam gahate
garjann esa ghano bali na tu balivardakrtir danavah

(ibid.24)

"O Mandalibhadra! Why are you running around with this
spotless sword? O Arya! Don’t pick up this heavy mace!
O Vijaya! Don’t be agitated for nothing! O Bhadra-vardhanal
Don’t throw this sakti for no reason! These are just some clouds
rumbling above Govardhana Hilll This is not a large bull-
demon (like Aristasura)!"

Sﬁpﬁda says: "Millions of divine universes burst when Vijaya
shouts like a lion, indicating his heroism."
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This is not at all astonishing, because the companions are just
as qualified as Sri Krsna Himself is. Then, just as Sri Krsna's
prowess is revealed in a sweet way in Vraja-dhama, meaning
that if the cowherd boys see $r1 Krsna killing a demon or so,
there will be no awe and reverence in their minds. Rather they
will just think: "My friend is so powerful, so we won't have to
fear when we freely ramble in the forest!", thus nourishing the
sweet pastimes. Similarly Vijaya also nourishes the sakhya-rasa
(feeling of friendship) by roaring in a way indicating his
heroism. To the demons though, this is truely terrifying and
therefore Sri Raghunatha has said: "What are those demons,
who are the most insignificant living beings, before the energy
of Vijaya?"

Mother Ambika, who is totally overwhelmed by affection,
keeps Vijaya always near Krsna and has placed Krsna under his
protection. For the Vrajavasis, their bodies, homes, children
and relatives are all offered for Krsna’s pleasure.

yad dhamartha suhrt priyatma tanaya pranasaydas tat krte
(Bhagavata 10.14.35)

Whatever they have, it is all for ST Krsna, and whatever they
don’t have they hope to get, just for Krsna’s pleasure. Blessed
is this wonderful spotless expertise of Vraja-prema!

ksudrad api ksudra sei diti-putragana;
keva tadera vira boli koroye ganana?
brahmanda koti yara huhunkara svare;
sphutita hoilo boli sabe mane kore
sneha paratantra hoiya krsnera palane;
janani ambika dila raksanaveksane
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sei dhatri-suta vira vijaya yara nama;
satata bhajana kori - koro paritrana

"T always worship Vijaya, the heroic son of the wet nurse
Ambika. Who can mention the heroism of the demons who
become most insignificant in front of him? When he shouts
everyone thinks that the universe is bursting! Subdued by
affection, he protects Krsna, because his mother has placed
Him under his protection. O Vijaya! Save me also!"

VERSE 20:

mantra-nyasair iha muraripos tat-purodhah purastat
sarvangani prakata-nigamo bhagurir yo’bhiraksya |
asirbhis ca pratidinam aho tac-chiro jighratidam
vande tavan munisurapates tasya padabja-yugmam

mantra-nyasaih - reciting mantras; iha - in Vraja; muraripoh - of
Krsna; tat - His; purodhah - priest; purastat - before; sarvangani - on
all the limbs; prakata - manifest; nigamah - the Vedas; bhaguri -
Bhaguri; yah - who; abhiraksya - protecting; aswrbhih - with blessings;
ca - and; prati dinam - every day; aho - Ol; tat - His; Sirah - head;
jighrati - smelling; idam - this; vande - obeisances; tavat - thus; muni
- sage; sura-pateh - the king of; tasya - his; padabja - lotus feet;
yugmam - pair.

I worship the lotus feet of Sri Bhaguri, the king of
sages, who is the priest in Nanda’s Vraja; who daily places
mantras on Sri Krsna’s different limbs and offers Him
words of blessings; who performs rituals for the
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protection of each of Sri Krsna’s limbs; who smells His
head and of whom the personified Vedas take shelter.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises Vraja’s priest Mahamuni Bhaguri.

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: mahi-suras tu
dvividha gokulantar vasanti ye; kulam asritya vartante kecid
anye purohitah. veda garbho maha-yajva bhaguryadyah
purodhasah (Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,64)

"The brahmanas who live in Vraja are divided into two
classes: some have taken shelter of Sri Krsna’s family and others
are priests.

The Vedagarbhas are the great knowers of the Vedas and the
Mahayajvas are priests like Bhaguri Muni who are performing
great sacrifices."

Vraja’s priest Sri Bhaguri Muni has pure parental love for Sri
Krsna and in this verse the characteristics of his pure parental
love are described.

Desiring Krsna’s welfare, Sr1 Nanda’s priest Si1 Bhaguri
Muni is always coming to Nanda’s house to give S$r1 Nanda-
Nandana His raksa-bandhana (protecting bracelet) and to offer
Him words of benediction.

Sri Nanda, Yasoda and other loving devotees in the pure
parental mood believe that all these brahmanas are devoid of
fault finding, falsehood, arrogance, envy, violence and false
pride and that the blessings of brahmanas who are fixed in
truthfulness, transcendental consciousness and knowledge of
the Vedas never go in vain.

ye’suyanrta dambhersya himsa mana vivarjitah
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na tesam satya-silanam asiso viphalah krtah
(Bhagavata 10.7.13)

For this reason Nanda and YaSomati, afraid of any
disturbance caused by demons, always call the great Veda-
knower Bhaguri Muni to Nandalaya to perform protective
rituals and offer Him words of benediction.

When the king of munis, Sri Bhaguri, enters Nandalaya, Sri
Nanda-Yasoda and others think that the embodiment of all the
Vedas is residing amongst them. Factually the Vedas
themselves take shelter of Nanda’s priest in order to get blessed
with even the slightest devotional service to Sri Nanda-
Nandana, Who is the goal of all Vedic knowledge.

Although the Personified Vedas take shelter of the king of
munis Bhaguri, he himself has not even the slightest feeling of
awe and reverence towards Sri Nanda-Nandana, for he
considers Him to be just a Vrajavasi. In a feeling of purely sweet
love, he enters Nandalaya and first offers protective mantras to
each of Murari $r1 Krsna’s limbs before offering Him words of
benediction and smelling His head with great parental love.

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada describes the anubhavas
(external symptoms) of the parental-rasa as follows:

anubhavah siroghranam karenangabhimarjanam
asirbado nidesas ca lalanam pratipalanam
hitopadesa danadya vatsale parikirtitah
(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.41)

"Smelling the head, rubbing the body with the hands,

offering words of benediction and permission, cuddling,
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rearing and giving instruction for the child’s benefit - these are
the activities of parental love."

In this verse Sri Raghunatha has called SriKrsna ‘Mura-ripu’,
or the enemy of the demon named Mura. This means that the
lovers of Krsna who take shelter of the pure mood of parental
love which is devoid of even the slightest whiff of awe and
reverence, are worried about His safety and therefore place a
protecting bracelet on His wrist. Although the burning power
of fire is present everywhere, it is stunned by the Candrakanti-
gem.

Revealing the extraordinary power of Mother Yasoda’s
parental love, Sﬁpéda Suka Muni has said:

trayya copanisadbhis ca
sankhya-yogais ca satvataih
upagiyamana m(ihdtmyam

harim samanyatatmajam

(Bhagavata 10.8.45)

"Yasoda considered Sri Hari, Whose glories are always
praised by the three Vedas, the Upanisads, Sankhya, Yoga and
the Satvata-scriptures, to be just her son."

Such is the power of pure parental love of God and it is in
this consciousness that Sri Bhaguri considers $11 Krsna to be
Nanda’s son.

Sﬁpﬁda says: "I praise the lotus feet of this king of sages, Sri
Bhaguri!"

purohita srestha yei ei vraja-dhame;
mantra pathe asisa kore sri nandanandane
govindera santi hauk vasana antare;
mastaka aghrana kore ati sneha bhare
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nikhila nigama sastra martiman hoiya
yare asraya koreche dhanya ho’bara lagiya
se munindra bhagurira yugala carana;
pratyaha vandana kori loiya sarana

"T daily praise and take shelter of the lotus feet of Bhaguri,
the king of Munis, the greatest priest of Vraja, who blesses Sri
Nanda-Nandana by reciting mantras on His limbs, desiring in
his heart: ‘May Govinda be in peace!’; who smells His head with
great affection and of whom the embodied Vedic scriptures
take shelter to have themselves blessed."

VERSE 21:

krsnasyoccaih pranaya-vasatih sampravinah sakhinam
§yamangas tat-sama-gunam vayo-vesa-saundarya-darpabh |
snehad andhah ksanam akalanaj jayate yo’vadhaitah
sridamanarh hari-sahacaram sarvada tam prapadye

krsnasya - Krsna’s; uccaih - greatest; pranaya - love; vasatih -
abode; sampravinah - highly expert; sakhinam - of all the boyfriends;
syama - blackish; anigah - body; tat - Krsna’s; sama - same; guna -
attributes; vayah - age; vesa - dress; saundarya - beauty; darpah -
pride; snehat - out of affection; bandhoh - of the friend; ksanam - for
a moment; akalandt - because of not seeing; jayate - becomes; yah -
who; avadhiitah - unsteady; Sridamanam - unto Sridama; hari
sahacaram - Hari’s friend; sarvada - always; tam - of Him; prapadye
- I take shelter.

I always take shelter of the feet of Hari’s best friend
Sridama, who is the greatest object of Krsna’s love; who
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is the most expert of His friends; who is of blackish
complexion; who is very proud of having the same
qualities, age, dress and beauty as Sri Krsna and who
becomes very unsteady when he is separated from His
friend for even a moment.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: With the support of the Vedic
scriptures, the Gosvamis have preached the most intimate
spiritual truth to the world that in Him, Who always sports in
evergreen pastimes in Vrndavana as the topmost embodiment
of rasa, immersed in relishing the flavours of love with His
companions, the summit of rasa is present.

By hearing and chanting about the various wonderful and
sweet exchanges of love between rasa-ghana-vigraha
Syﬁmasundara (the embodiment of condensed spiritual
flavours) and His companions in Vraja, this self-manifest
transcendental rasa also becomes infused within the practising
devotees. This is the teaching of the Gosvamis, that becomes
accomplished by hearing and chanting this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava.
In this verse Sri Raghunatha dasa describes the great love of
Krsna’s best friend Sridama.

vayas tulyah priya-sakhah sakhyam kevalam asritah;
sridama ca sudama ca dama ca vasudamakah
kinkini stoka-krsnamsu bhadrasena vilasinah;
pundarika vitankaksa kalavinkadayopyami
ramayanti priyasakhah kelibhir vividhaih sada;
niyuddha danda yuddhadi kautukair api kesavam

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.36-38)
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"Those who equal Krsna in age and have exclusive fraternal
love for Him are called priya-sakhas. Sridama, Sudama, Dama,
Vasudama, Kinkini, Stoka-krsna, Amsu, Bhadrasena, Vilasi,
Pundarika, Vitanka and Kalavinka are amongst those priya-
sakhas who constantly delight SiT Krsna with games like arm-
wrestling and stick-fighting."

esu priya vayasyesu sridama pravaro matah (ibid. 40) "The
greatest of these priya sakhas is Sridama."

About Sridama’s form Srila Riipa Gosvami has written:

vasah pingam vibhratam sriga-panim
baddha spardham sauhrdan madhavena
tamrosnisam syama dhamabhiramam
sridamanam dama-bhajam bhajami

(ibid. 41)

"I worship Sridama, who wears a pinga (a mixture of blue and
yellow) dress; who holds a bugle-horn in his hand; who wears a
copper-coloured turban; whose complexion is blackish and very
enchanting; who wears a garland of forest flowers around the
neck and who lovingly exchanges challenges with Madhava."
His friendship is also most extraordinary.

toam nah projjhva kathora yamuna tate kasmad akasmad gato
distya drstim ito’si hanta nividdaslesaih sakhin pranaya
bramah satyam adarsane tava mandak ka dhenavah ke vayam

kim gostham kim abhistam ityaciratah sarvam viparyasyati

(ibid. 42)
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"O cruel One! Why did You abandon us so suddenly on the
bank of the Yamuna? Fortunately we found You now again!
Aho! Satisfy Your friends with a firm embrace! O Krsna! I tell
You the truth: out of separation from You, the cows, we
ourselves, the gostha and indeed all desirable objects become
unattractive within a moment!"

Therefore it is said in the verse: snehad bandhoh ksanam
akalanaj jayate yo’vadhitah

"Out of love he feels very unsteady when he does not see his
friend (Krsna) for even a moment."

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has described such great
affection and exclusive dedication of Vraja’s friends for Krsna -
ksanadarsanato dinah sada saha viharinah; tad eka jwitah
prokta vayasya vraja-vasinah. “The friends in Vraja are always
enjoying with Him and they are extremely upset when they are
separated from Him for even a moment, for Krsna is their very
life.”

krsnasyoccaih pranaya-vasatih "Sridama is the greatest
object of Sri Krsna’s love."

The advanced stage of prema called visrambha turns into
pranaya — “visrambhah priyajanena saha sasyabheda
mananam’:

“visrambha means that the lover feels as if he is non-different
from the beloved.” This means that the limbs like the hands and
the feet of the beloved are felt as non-different from one’s own
hands and feet.

pranaya is the birthplace of sakhya rasa and Sridama is the
leader of the priya-sakhas, so he also holds the chief post in
pranaya. Thus it is said: tat sama guna vayo vesa saundarya

darpah "
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He is proud of having the same qualities, dress, age and
beauty as Krsna.

Actually those who are equal to Sri Hari in form, qualities
and dress do not have any feeling of hesitation and reverence
like the servants and because they have deep faith they are
glorified as vayasya (friends)."

ripa vesa gunadyais tu samah samyag ayantritah; visrambha
sambhrtatmano vayasyas tasya kirtitah (B.R.S: 3.3.8)

"Although this is said about all the friends of Krsna there is a
special part about Sridama: the different servants know this.
Thus Krsna’s friends told Him when He lifted Govardhana Hill

unnidrasya yayus tavatra viratim sapta ksapas tisthato
hanta santa ivasi niksipa sakhe sridama panau girim
adhi vidhyati nas tvam arpaya kare kim va ksanam daksine
dosnas te karavama kamam adhund savyasya samvahanam

(ibid - 18)

"O friend! You have spent seven nights standing here without
sleeping; aho! You must be tired now, so hand the mount over
to Sridama. We feel distressed when we see You suffering like
this. Otherwise, just hold the mount with Your right hand for a
while and we will nicely massage Your left arm."

The purport of the sakhas™ suggestion that Sr1 Krsna should
now hand Giriraja over to Sridama is, that of all the sakhas
Sridama is equal to Sr1 Krsna.

In the sloka, the pride of Sridama is mentioned: this is a
saficari-bhava (transitory ecstasy) of fraternal love. That which
moves the course of ecstatic love is called a saficari-bhava.
Utsaha-rati (enthusiasm) is infused in the mood of friendship
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and in games like wrestling, the friends make Sr1 Krsna happy,
who is dearer to them than millions of lives.

kalindi tata bhuvi patra sSrga vamsi
nikkvanair iha mukhari-krtambarayam
visphurjjann aghadamanena yoddhu-kamah
sridama parikaram udbhatam babandha

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.5.59)

"On the bank of the Yamuna, the sky was filled with sounds
of leaves, horns and flutes as Sridama showed his pride by
tightly tying his scarf around his waist and preparing to fight Sri
Krsna."

How this pride nourishes dual fights like wrestling can be
best known from the book named Sri Krsna Bhavanamrta:

are kim sridaman vadasi mama dor-argala balat
tati lothi-ghatta praghatana nipistakhila tano
viramyajer namno pyapasara madadambabalava
sphutat karno’bhyarnad yadi sapadi sam vaichasi bhrsam
jayasrih sridamni prathita mahasam dhamni sahasa vyarajid
rajisyaty avakalaya rajaty api sada
tavaivamsah sakst bhavati tad api tvam bhajasi kim
mukhatopi kopt sva mahima vilopt capalatam
bakim matrair vipra nidhanam anayat yah punar aghas
tad antaras tvam sarve vayam api na kim hanta yayima
bakah kair va ganyo girir api tad estah svayam aho
viyaty asthadastaujasi bhavati garvah katham abhat
sa ittham tat pranarbuda niyuta nirmafnicha kiranau
ranotsdham sahankrti bhanita piyasa prsataih
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samam mitrair dvi trair upasarid amandam vipulayana
ksanam ninye marta pranayasya eva pranayibhih

(Krsna Bhavanamrta 16,5-8)

(While playing ball, Sridama spoke proudly to Krsna, so
Krsna told him:) "A-re Sridaman! What are you saying® Don’t
you remember that the stories of my glories bust open your ears
and that I almost crushed your whole body with My bolt-like
arms, wielding a rod? If you desire your own welfare, then you
should get out right after hearing the word ‘armfight’!"

Sridama said: "Sridama, who is famous as the abode of
power, has been victorious, is victorious and will remain
victorious. This can be seen on Your shoulders (Sridama sat
there after defeating Krsna in a game, see Srimad Bhagavata
10.18.24), but You still diminish Your own glories by showing
Your restlessness with Your angry and proud face? You're so
proud of killing all these demons but for no reason, because the
brahmanas killed Patana with their mantras. And by the way,
did You enter Aghasura’s belly alone or what? Who will even
count Bakasura? And if You say: T lifted Govardhana Hill’, then
I'll say it went up in the air by itself, being pleased with our
Govardhana paja (You only had to stand under it, touching the
bottom with Your hand)! Why are You so proud?"

"O sakhis", Candana-kala said, "in this way Krsna became
very enthusiastic to fight with His friends, who worshipped His
splendid rays with millions of hearts by sprinkling Him with the
nectardrops of their proud words. Being love personified, He
spent some time with two or three of these friends on the bank
of the Yamuna."

Sri Raghunatha said: "I take shelter at the lotus feet of this
dear friend of S Krsna, named Sridama!"
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$ri krsnera atisaya priya-patra yini
vayasya-gana madhye yare supravina gani
saundarya, guna vesa vayasa samana;
sarvada anande yei kore abhimana
ksanakala $ri govinda ho’le adarsana;
snehete adhika yini vyakulita hon
$ri govinda priya-sakha sridama nama yara;
sarvada tahare pai akanksa amara

"I pray that I may always attain Sri Govinda’s dear friend
named Sridama, who is the object of Sr1 Krsna’s great love; who
is counted as the leader of all of Krsna’s friends; who is always
blissfully proud of the fact that he is equal to Krsna in beauty,
qualities, dressing and age and who is very much agitated by the
pangs of loving unsteadiness when he does not see Sri Govinda
for even a moment."

VERSE 22:

gadhanuraga-bhavato virahasya bhitya
svapne’pi gokula-vidhor na jahati hastam |

yo radhika-pranaya-nirjhara-sikta-ceta-
tam prema-vihvala-tanurh subalarh namami

gadha - deep; anurdga - passionate love; bharatah - filled with;
virahasya - of separation; bhitya - with fear; svapne - in dreams; api -
even; gokula vidhoh - of the moon of Gokula; na - not; jahati - leaving;
hastam - hands; yah - who; radhika pranaya - Radhika’s love; nirjhara
- stream; sikta - sprinkled; cetah - consciousness; tam - him; prema -
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love; vihwala - overwhelmed; tanum - body; subalam - Subala; namami
- I offer my obeisances.

I offer my obeisances unto Subala, the embodiment of
overwhelming love, who loves Krsna, the moon of
Gokula, so much that even in his dreams he won’t let go
of His hand, afraid he will be separated from Him, and
whose heart is showered by the stream of Sri Radhika’s
love.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Krsna's priya-narma-sakha Sri Subala. The
priya narma sakhdas are Krsna’s greatest friends in Vraja, and of
them Subala is the chief.

priya narma vayasyas tu parvato pyabhito varah;
atyantika rahasyesu yukta bhava visesinah;
subalarjuna gandharvas te vasantojjvaladayah.

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.43)

"The priya narma sakhas are greater even than the suhirt-
sakhas and priya-sakhas, because they have a special mood
towards Krsna (an absorption of sakhi-bhava) and are engaged
in very intimate services (like secretly assisting Krsna's
sweethearts). Subala, Arjuna, Gandharva, Vasanta, Ujjvala and
Madhumangala are some of Krsna's priya-narma-friends."

Their intimate friendship is depicted as follows:

radha-sandesa-vrndam kathayati subalah pasya krsnasya karne
syama kandarpa-lekham nibhrtam upaharatyujjvalah pani-padme
pali tambilam asye vitarati caturah kokilo mardhni-dhatte
tara-dameti narma pranayi sahacards tanvi tanvanti sevam
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(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.44)

"One of Krsna’s datis (girl-messenger) told another one:
‘Look, Subala is whispering news about Radha into Krsna’s ear.
Ujjvala places Syﬁmﬁ’s love-letter into His lotushand in a secret
place. Catura places a pan in His mouth from Pali and Kokila
places a garland made by Tara on His head. In this way the
priya-narma-sakhds remain engaged in Sr1 Krsna’s service!"

priya narma vayasyesu prabalau subalojjvalau (ibid.- 45)
"Subala and Ujjvala are the greatest of the priya-narma-
sakhas."

Subala’s beauty is extraordinary -

tanu ruci vijita hiranyam hari-dayitam harinam harid vasanam
subalam kuvalaya-nayanam nayanandita bandhavam vande

(ibid 46)

"I praise Hari’s dear friend Subala, whose bodily luster
defeats gold; who wears a necklace and a green dhott; whose
eyes resemble blue lotus flowers and who delights his friends!"

Sri Raghunatha says: "...he who loves Krsna, the moon of
Gokula, so much that even in his dreams he won't let go of His
hand, afraid he will be separated from Him." A great lover
cannot tolerate separation from the beloved.

In sakhya-bhava, the separation from the beloved is
naturally felt very strongly. For a santa-bhakta, there is neither
meeting nor separation. They know that the Lord, Who is the
Supreme Brahman, pervades the world warp and woof.
Therefore their hearts are peaceful and still like the quiet
ocean. The ocean of their hearts is not stirred by waves of
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meeting and separation. They are always satisfied by seeing the
Lord in their hearts. The dasa-bhaktas (servant-devotees)
however cannot be satisfied simply by seeing the Lord within
the heart. They are anxious to attain the service of His lotus
feet. Therefore they experience meeting and separation.

Still, under the influence of hesitation and reverence, they
think that they cannot remove these feelings of separation by
themselves without the grace of the Lord and so they look
towards the Lord for His merciful glance and get back some
peace of mind.

But the Lord’s friends in Vraja almost die of misery and
lamentation when they don’t see Him even for a moment. Of
them again Subala is called gadhanuragi, which means that not
only in the daytime, when he is awake, he is afraid to be
separated from Krsna, but even in his dreams he does not let
go of His hand!

$17 Krsna is called Gokula-vidhu or the moon of Gokula,
because like the moon, he cools off the senses (go-kula) of Sri
Subala, who is afflicted by feelings of separation from Him.

When S17 Krsna sports with SrT Radha and other sweethearts,
the lila-sakti arranges for Him to be separated from His
cowherd boyfriends for a while. But the priya-narma-sakhas
like Subala, who have taken shelter of sakhi-bhava, are not even
separated from Sr1 Krsna when He unites with His sweethearts.

Therefore $17 Raghunatha says: yo radhika pranaya nirjhara
sikta cetah "Subala is always showered by the stream of Sri
Radhika’s love."

$r1 Radharani loves Subala even more than Her own life-airs,
because he is Her greatest assistant in meeting Sri Krsna. Si1
Subala, who takes shelter of sakhi-bhava in the ultimate stage,
is blessed with the qualification to render many intimate

-124 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

services during Sr1 Radha-Krsna’s pastimes of meeting, by
Srimati’s grace.

pratyavartayati prasadya lalanam krida kali-prasthitam
sayyam kunija-grhe karotyaghabhidah kandarpa-lilocitam
svinnam vijayati priya hrdi parisrastangam uccair amum
kva sriman adhikaritam nah subalah seva vidhau vindati

(Ujjvala Nilamani 2.14)

i1 Ripa Maijari addressed a girlfriend who was very
devoted to Subala, saying: "Sakhi! For which services to Sri
Krsna is Sriman Subala not eligible® When a quarrel arises
between Sii Krsna and His beloveds in the course of their
pastimes, Subala goes to Krsna’s sweethearts and pacifies them
with different humble words, thus convincing them to return to
Him. He makes a wonderful playbed fit for erotic pastimes for
Sri Krsna in the kufija-cottages and when Krsna becomes tired
of love making and falls on His beloved’s (Sri Radha’s) breasts
being exhausted, Subala picks up a fan and fans Them."

Another explanation we have already mentioned: the word
pranaya means that the beloved considers his own hands and
feet to be non-different from the hands and feet of the beloved.
The lila-sakti works so wonderfully that there is an amazing
similarity between Subala’s face, hands and feet and the same
limbs of Sri Radharant, so that Subala can wear Radha’s dress
and stay in Jatila’s house, while Sri Radha can go out to meet
Sr1 Krsna dressed like Subala without Jatila or Kutila noticing

anything.!?

17 This pastime is narrated in detail by padakarta Dinabandhu dasa.
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Because Subala renders such wonderful services by which he
saves virahint Radha’s life, Sr1 Radha constantly showers him
with the stream of Her love. Sri Raghunatha offers his
obeisances to this St Subala, who is called prema-vihvala-tanu,
the embodiment of ecstatic loving devotional service.

gadha anurage yei viraha bhayete;
svapne-o govinda hasta na pare chadite
$ri radhara aphuranta pranaya nirjhare;
citta abhisikta yara suddha kalevara
krsna prestha se subala sakhaya namaskara

'T offer my obeisances unto Krsna’s dear friend Subala, who,
out of great loving fear cannot let go of Govinda’s hand even in
dreams; whose heart is constantly showered by the endless
stream of Sri Radha’s love and whose pure transcendental body
is filled with prema."

VERSE 23:

krtvaikatra gavarh kulani paritah krsnena sardharh muda
hastahasti vinoda-narma-kathanaih khelanti mitrotkarah |
premambhodhi-vidhauta-gaurava-maha-pankas tad-ankarcita-
stat-padarpita-citta-jivita-kala ye tan prapadyamahe

krtva - having done; ekatra - together; gavam - cows; kulani - the
herd; paritah - everywhere; krsnena sarddham - with Krsna; muda -
happily; hastahasti - hand in hand; vinoda - pleasure; narma - joking;
kathanaih - with words; khelanti - they play; mitra - friend; utkarah -
with a multitude; prema - love; ambhodhi - ocean; vidhauta - washing;
gaurava - pride or honour; mahda - great; panka - mud; tad - His; anka
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- signs like the reed, flute, horn etc.; arcitah - beautified; tat - His;
pada - feet; arpita - offered; citta - heart; jivita - lives; kala - wealth;
ye - who; tan - they; prapadyamahe - 1 take shelter.

I take shelter of Sri Krsna’s friends who gather the
cows scattered here and there; who play and joke with
Krsna hand in hand; who have washed off the great mud
of awe and reverence with the water from the ocean of
their pure fraternal love; who are decorated with all the
apparel of cowherd boys, like flutes, horns and reeds and
who have offered their lives, hearts and wealth to Sri
Krsna’s lotus feet.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa
Gosvami praises all of ST Krsna’s friends who have taken
shelter of Vraja’s pure fraternal love and with whom He
accomplishes His sweet and wonderful gostha-vihara
(pasturing-pastimes), immersed in laughter and joking:

nija sama sakha sange,
godhana carana range;
vrndavane svacchanda vihara
(C.C)

"He plays on an equal level with His friends, tending the
cows and enjoying freely in Vrndavana." With their wonderfully
sweet love they delight $r1 Krsna.

kecidesu sthira jatya mantrivat tam updasate;
tam hasayanti capalah kecid vaihasikopamah
kecid arjava sarena saralah silayanti tam;
vama vakrima cakrena kecid vismayayanty amum

- 127 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

kecit pragalbhah kurvanti vitandam amundsamam;
saumyah sunrtaya vaca dhanya dhinvanti tam pare
evam vividhaya sarve prakrtya madhura ami;
pavitra maitrt vaicitri carutam upacinvate

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.53-56)

"Some friends are naturally steady and they give wise council
to S17 Krsna. Some are very naughty and light hearted and laugh
while making Krsna laugh. Some are very innocent and delight
Krsna with their sincere behaviour. Some astonish Him with
their crooked nature. Some boldly challenge Him in a debate
and some gentle and blessed friends give Him love with their
sweet words. In this way, all these friends expertly serve Krsna
with their different sweet natures, born from their pure
fraternal love."

In this verse Sr1 Raghunatha praises the cowherd boyfriends
and describes their sweet activities, remembering the time
when Sii Krsna takes His herd of cows back home in the
afternoon (uttara-gostha).

The cowherd boys leave the cows to graze in Sr7 Vrndavana’s
extensive pasturing fields and all become absorbed in playing
with S1 Krsna. Then the time for Uttara-gostha approaches
and by addressing Sridama, St1 Krsna tells His friends:

pdla jada koro sridama, sana deo singaya
saghane visama khai, nama kore may
aji mathe amadera vilamba dekhiya
heno bujhi kande maya patha pane caiya
beli avasana hoilo colo yai ghare
maye na dekhiya prana kemon jani kore
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balarama dasa kohe suni kanaira bola
sakala rakhala majhe pade utarola

(Pada Kalpataru)

"0 Sridama! Collect the herd by blowing your horn! My
mother was repeatingly calling Me in great anxiety.

I understand that My mother is weeping and looking out for
Me over the forest path seeing that we are returning late from
the meadows! Time is up! Come on, let’s go home! How can I
remain alive without seeing My mother?"

Balarama dasa says: "Hearing Kanai’s words all the cowherd
boys made a great tumult."

Hearing Sr1 Krsna’s words, the cowherd boys collected the
cows that were wandering here and there in the woods.
Breathing deeply in and out because of the hard work, these
friends play all kinds of delightful games like holding hands with
Krsna or they show great ecstasy while massaging His hands
and head on the way home. Meanwhile they are taking their
cows along, playing and making many funny jokes.

When Krsna returns home from the meadows, the greatest
gods like Brahma and Siva daily appear before Him, offering all
kinds of reverential prayers and praises unto Him. Then they
return to their own abodes.

While the gods offer these praises to Krsna, the cowherd
boys stand by and listen. When the gods have left, they come
before Krsna and imitate their gestures and words, joking about
them and making thus Krsna laugh. These friends who have
taken shelter of the feelings of pure fraternal love think to
themselves:

"How well do these gods know our friend? When they see Si1
Krsna killing a demon or so, they mistakenly think Him to be
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the Supreme Lord and praise Him as such. But only we know
the secrets about Him. As a result of Vrajaraja Sri Nanda’s
worship of Lord Narayana, our friend Sr1 Krsna has been
empowered by Lord Narayana so that He was able to kill all
those demons. Because the gods are not aware of this secret
they call our friend Isvara (God)! If our friend was really God,
then why would He snatch food already eaten by us (ucchista)
from our hands? And how could He be defeated by us in
play?"s Those friends who have taken shelter of pure fraternal
love thus make Krsna laugh with their joking imitations of the
gods’ prayers.

Sri Raghunatha says: premambhodhi vidhauta gaurava maha
pankah "The great mud of their awe and reverence has been
washed off by an ocean of pure fraternal love."

They have given their wealth, minds, hearts and everything
to Sri Krsna’s lotus feet. What to speak of wakefulness, even in
their dreams they do not know anything else but Sri Krsna.
When He lies on His mother’s lap at night they call out ‘Kanai!
Kanai!” and He wakes up with a startle.

Sri Raghunatha desires the shelter of the lotus feet of these
friends of SrT Krsna who are so sweetly decorated with clothes
and ornaments like horns and reeds for their duty of herding
the cows.

viksipta gabhigane ekatra koriya;
govindera sange yara anande matiya
hastahasti kori yara govinda sahite;
hasya parihase khele kautuka vakyete
krsnera parama mitra khyati sarva kale;
abhimana mahapanka premambhodhi jale

18 This pastime is described in chapter 19 of $rf Govinda Lilamrta.
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praksalana koriyache yadera suddha mana;
gocarana vesa yadera angera bhiisana
yard nija mana, prana, saravasa dhana;
$rt govinda pada padme koreche arpana
sei krsna sahacare sri vrndavane;
bhajana koribo ami ara koto dine

"How many days still before I can worship Sri Krsna’s friends
in Vrndavana who collect their scattered cows; who are mad of
ecstasy to be in Govinda’s association: who hold hands with
Him; who joke and play with Him, speaking funny words; who
are always famous as Krsna's greatest friends; whose pure
minds have washed the great mud of awe and reverence off
with water from the ocean of pure love; who are dressed and
ornamented like cowherd boys and who have offered their
minds, life-airs and wealth to the lotus feet of $11 Govinda?"

VERSE 24:

miirto hasya-rasah sadaiva sumanah kamarh bubhuksaturah
prana-prestha-vayasyayor anudinam vag-deha-bhangy-utkaraih |
hasyam yo madhumangalah prakatayan sambhrajate kautuki
taih vrndavana-candra-narma-sacivar prityasu vandamahe

martah - embodiment; hasya-rasah - of the mellow of laughter;
sada - always; eva - only; sumanah - blissful mind; kamam - desire;
vubhuksa - desiring to eat; aturah - overwhelmed; prana - life-airs;
prestha - dear; vayasyayoh - of the two friends; anudinam - every day;
vak - words; deha - body; bhangi - gesture; utkaraih - with a
multitude; hasyam - laughter; yah - who; madhumangalah -
Madhumangala; prakatayan - reveals; sambhrajate - shines; kautuk -
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funny; tam - him; vrndavana candra - Krsna, the moon of Vrndavana;
narma - intimate, or joking; sacivam - friend; pritya - with love; asu -
swiftly; vandamahe - we praise.

We lovingly praise Madhumangala, the funniest friend
of Vrndavana-Candra (Krsna), who is the embodiment of
the mellow of laughter; who is always happy; who is
always very hungry and who always immerses his dear
most friends Sri Radha-Krsna in the mellow of laughter
with his funny words and the many funny movements of

his body.

Stavamrta Kana Vyikhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises Madhumangala, Sr1 Krsna's dear friend and hasya
rasika (connoisseur in joking).

In relation to him the following is written in Sr1 Radha-
Krsna-Ganoddesa-Dipika (2.63-65):

isac chyamala varno’pi $ri madhumangalo bhavet
vasanam gaura varnadhyam vanamala virdjitah
pita sandipanir devo maia ca sumukhi satt
nandimukhi ca bhagini paurnamast pitamahi
vidasakah krsna-sakhah sri madhumangalah sada

"Sr1 Madhumangala who always serves as Sr1 Krsna's
clownish friend has a slightly blackish complexion. He wears a
golden dress and around his neck he has a garland of forest
flowers. His father is the brahmana Sandipani Muni and his
mother is the chaste Sumukhi. His sister is named Nandimukhi
and his grandmother is Paurnamasi."
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vikrtanga-vaco-vesair hasyakart vidiisakah "As a real clown,
he deranges his body, words and dress and thus makes everyone

laugh."

kusuma vasantadyabhidhah karma vapur vesa-bhasadair
hasyakarah kalaha ratir vidasakah syat svakarmajiiah

(Sahitya Darpana)

"A clown is usually named after a flower or a season like the
spring. He can create the hasya-rasa with his activities, body
(gestures), clothes, ornaments and words and he is always fond
of quarrelling. A friend with such qualities is called a vidiisaka
or clown (he is very fond of eating also)."

In Vraja the greatest shelter for hasya-rasa is
Madhumangala. He is like the embodiment of laughter. In
other words, even when Madhumangala is not present, his
mere remembrance causes St1 Krsna to relish the sweet hasya-
rasa when He talks about him with His friends or with Sri
Radha and the Vraja-sundaris. And when he is present, his
natural way of dressing and ornamenting, the movements of his
limbs, his choice of words or his changing of his voice are the
greatest incitements for laughter. What to speak then of when
he really starts his funny gestures and words!

We have said that all of Sii Krsna’s friends are naturally
endowed with sweet natures and that they naturally delight
Him with their various feelings and activities. hdsya is a
secondary bhakti-rasa and it is relishable as one of the shelters
of the five rasas, like santa-rasa, thereby attaining the status of
saficari-bhava (transitory ecstasy):

santa dasya sakhya vatsalya madhura rasa nama;
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krsna bhakti rasa madhye e paiica pradhana
hasyadbhuta bira karuna raudra vibhatsa bhaya;
paiica vidha bhakte gauna sapta rasa hoy
paiica rasa sthayt vyapi rohe bhakta mane;
sapta gauna agantuka paiye karane

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Ch.19)

“There are five basic flavours in Krsna-devotion: tranquility,
servitude, friendship, parental love and sweet (amorous) love.
There are seven secondary flavours in each of the main five:
laughter, wonder, chivalry, pity, anger, disgust and fear. (One
of) These five main flavours dwells in the devotees’ mind, while
the seven secondary flavours are coming as “visitors™ *.

When the heart is blooming due to some perversion of the
words, dress or activities, then this is called laughter. This
causes a widening of the eyes and a tremor in the nose, lips and
cheeks. hasa-rati is a kind of bliss originating from activities
related to Krsna and that is blessed (nourished) by rati, which
has itself a nature of contraction (hesitation).

ceto vikaso hasah syad vag vesehadi vaikrtat
sa drg vikasa nasaustha kapola spandanadi krt
krsna sambandhi cestotthah svayam saikucad atmana
ratyanugrhyamano’yam haso hasa ratir bhavet

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.5.52 and 53)

Hasya-rasika Batu Madhumangala is always happy and he is
always very hungry for nice food. In books like Govinda-
Lilamrta and Krsna-Bhavanamrta, one can find descriptions of
how bhojana-lampata (the greedy eater) Madhumangala makes
Sr1 Krsna-Baladeva, Sri Radharani and Her sakhis and mothers
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like Yasoda and Rohini relish a wonderful hasya-rasa when they
are having breakfast in Nanda’s abode in the morning.

S1i Madhumangala also immerses Sti Krsna-Baladeva during
their morning gostha-pastimes and S17 Radha-Krsna and Their
sakhis during Their midday-pastimes in the water of
Radhakunda, during Their picknick, the game of dice and the
Stirya Paja in a wonderful hasya-rasa.

Sn‘pﬁda Raghunatha said: "We lovingly praise the funniest
friend of S17 Vrndavana-Candra, S1i Madhumangala."

martiman hasya rasa sada hrsta mana;
bubhuksara paravasa yei jana

vag deha bhangt dvara yei prati dina;
vrndavane pranadhika yugala navina
hasya rase nimagana koriteche sada;
kautuka lilara sahaya vrajete sarvada
kautuka priya yei vrndavana candra;

tanhara ananda data koriya prabandha

madhura mangala nama $rt madhumangala’;
sabe dake ‘batu batw’ ativa sarala
suddha sakhya bhave yei govinda sangete;

sarvada vihare sada vandiye tanhake

"We always praise the happy fellow who embodies the
mellow of laughter; who is completely overwhelmed by greed
for nice food; who always immerses the Adolescent Pair of
Vrndavana, Who is dearer to him than life in the mellow of
laughter with his crazy words and gestures; who always assists
Vrndavana-Candra (Krsna); who is so fond of having fun in all
kinds of humorous games and thus always delights Him; who
bears the sweet and auspicious name Sri Madhumangala, but
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whom everyone always simply calls ‘Batu!” and who always
sports with Govinda in pure fraternal love."

VERSE 25:

gidham tat-suvidagdhatarcita-sakhi-dvaronnayanti tayoh
premna susthu vidagdhayor anudinarh manabhisarotsavah |
radha-madhavayoh sukhamrta-rasarn yaivopabhunkte muhur
gosthe bhavya-vidhayinim bhagavatim tarmh paurnamasith bhaje

gitdham - secretly; tat - Their; suvidagdhata - cleverness; arcita -
worshipped; sakhi - girlfriend; dvara - through; unnayanti -
increasing; tayoh - of the two; premna - with love; susthu - nicely;
vidagdhayoh - of the two clever ones; anudinam - every day; mana -
loving pique; abhisara - love-journey; utsavam - festival; radha-
madhavayoh - of Radha and Madhava; sukha - bliss; amrta - nectar;
rasam - flavour; ya - who; eva - only; upabhunkte - enjoys; muhuh -
repeatedly; gosthe - in Vraja; bhavya - auspiciousness; vidhayinim -
unto the establisher; bhagavatim - the holy lady; tam - unto her;
paurnamasim - Paurnamast; bhaje - I worship.

I worship the holy mother Paurnamasi-devi, who
always arrranges for Vraja’s welfare; who secretly makes
Lalita and the most expert sakhis lovingly and nicely
nourish Sri Radha-Krsna’s festivals like mana (pique) and
abhisara (love-journey) and who always relishes the
resultant nectarean blissful flavours.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises the holy mother Sr1 Paurnamasi-devi, who

- 136 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

is  Si Krsna’s  Yogamaya-potency, who is expert in
accomplishing the impossible (aghatana ghatana patiyasi):

paurnamasi bhagavati sarva siddhi vidhayin;
kasaya vasana gauri kasa kesi darayata
manya vrajesvaradinam sarvesam vraja-vasinam;
devarseh priya-sisyeyam upadesena tasya ya
sandipanim sutam prestham hitvavantt purim api;
svabhista daivata premna vyakula gokulam gata
pitd surata devas ca mata candrakala sati;

prabalas tu patis tasya maha-vidya yasaskart
bhratapi devaprasthas ca vraje siddha siromanih;

nand sandhana kusala dvayoh sangama-karini

(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,67-69 and 2,90-91)

"The holy mother Paurnamasi brings about all perfections
(she arranges all of Sri Krsna's pastimes, because she is
Yogamaya). Her dress is white, her complexion golden, her hair
as white as a Kasa-flower and her body is slightly tall.

She is respected by the king of Vraja and all other Vrajavasis.
She is Devarsi Narada’s dear disciple and on his advice she left
her son, the famous Sandipani Muni (the teacher of S17 Krsna-
Baladeva) behind in her abode Avantipura to come and live in
Gokula, overcome by feelings of love for her beloved Lord Sri
Krsna.

Her father is named Surata-deva and her mother is the
chaste Candrakala. Her husband is named Prabala. She is very
famous for her magic arts and her knowledge and she is known
in Vraja-mandala as Siddha or Yogindrani. Her brother is
named Devaprastha. She is expert in investigating in different
matters and she brings about all the intimate meetings of Sri-
Sr1 Radha-Krsna."
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Vraja-dhama is like an enchanting garden full of different
flowers of love. Each associate there is a love-flower filled with
the honey of bhava, always intoxicating the heart of the Krsna-
honeybee.

In the scriptures it is seen that although the Lord is endless,
before the devotee He becomes finite and although He is
unlimited He becomes limited when He is held by the rope-
like arms of His devotees. Although He has no (mundane) form
He reveals His completely delicious form before the loving eyes
of His devotees.

There is no limit to the good fortune of the Vraja-associates!
Here, according to human customs, the Vraja-associates have
out of great love completely accepted the Original Personality
of Godhead Sri Krsna in the mood of mora-putra, mora-sakha
more-prana-pati ("He is my son, He is my friend, He is the
lover of My heart"), thus covering the awareness of all of His
divine prowess.

The holy mother Paurnamasi Yogamaya brings all this
about, for she is expert in accomplishing the impossible
(aghatana ghatana patiyast).

In the Vraja-lila more than anywhere else, aghatana ghatana
patiyast Yogamaya can enchant and stimulate the Lord. There
can be no lila if there is no forgetfulness of svariipa, the divine
status. Just as the conditioned soul plays his samsara-lila, his
game of material life, forgetting his real status (svaripa) under
the influence of maya, similarly the yoga-maya-potency, which
is a part of the Lord’s svariipa-sakti (intrinsic energy) makes the
Lord and his devotees forget their own divine status and lets
them engage in their most blissful eternal intrinsic
transcendental pastimes.
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The holy mother Yogamaya Paurnamasi covers the Lord’s
entire intrinsical prowess before His associates in Vraja so that
they can mould Him as they like. This is her eternal welfare-
work. Therefore she is called bhavya-vidhayini in the gostha.

Although Bhagavati Paurnamasi is greatly assisting in all of
Sri Krsna’s Vindavana-pastimes, she is renders most of her
service within the intimate erotic pastimes of Si1 Gopinatha and
the Sri Gopikas.

mo visaye gopiganera upapati bhave;
yogamaya koribeka apana prabhave
amiho na jani taha - na jane gopigana;
donhara ripa gune donhara nitya hare mana
dharma chadi rage donhe koraya milana;

kabhu mile, kabhu na mile daivera ghatana
(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi ch.4)

“Through her own power Yogamaya makes the gopis
consider Me their paramour. I do not realize this, nor do the
gopis realize it. We always steal each others” minds with our
qualities and forms. Out of passion, she makes us give up
religious principles and meet each other. Sometimes we meet
and sometimes we don't - it is up to providence (in the form of
Yogamaya).”

Although intrinsically the Vraja-gopis belong to Sr1 Krsna’s
internal transcendental svariipa-sakti-potency, they have such
a passionate exchange of love with Him that it causes them to
give up religious principles and forget what is proper and
improper.

Plain (divine) passionate eagerness accomplishes their
meeting. The Vraja-devis thus see Krsna as their paramour and
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this is the most relishable position for a lady love. Such a
meeting is the highest state of sweet amorous love: parakiya
bhave ati rasera ullasa(C.C.)

"The highest joy of rasa is found in an extramarital affair."

Such a relish and bliss cannot be found in a free meeting
between a hero and heroine. Unless there are many obstacles
in a meeting there will be no assistance of feelings of great
eagerness and without a great eagerness to meet, the relish of
the meeting will be dimmed.

But how do Sii Krsna’s consorts who belong to His intrinsic
potency become aware of this feeling of adultery and how does
the eagerness and anxiety for meeting swell in Sr1 Krsna and
the gopis, so that this meeting will be accomplished? The full
burden of this responsibility lies with the holy mother
Yogamaya Paurnamasi.

It has been arranged that billions of gopis perform pastimes
like the Rasa-dance with Sri Krsna just to nourish the bhava of
Vrsabhanu-nandini $ri Radharant, Who is the crown jewel of
Krsna’s lovers.

bahu kanta vina nahe rasera ullasa (C.C.)

"There can be no joy of rasa without the presence of many
lady loves."

Every day Paurnamasi-devi arranges for $11-S11 Radha-
Krsna’s pastimes such as mana (pique), abhisara (love-journey)
or milana (meeting) through the agency of Lalita and her most
clever sakhis and thus she most blissfully drowns in the rasa-
ocean of Yugala-lilas.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship the lotus feet of this holy
mother Paurnamasi-devi." The devoted practitioners also
thoroughly need to worship Yogamaya because she is the
presiding goddess of the samvid-amsa (consciousness-particle)
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of the Lord’s svarapa sakti (innate energy) called bhakti that
spontaneously causes the devotees to experience and realize
the truth about God within the heart.

This yogamaya-potency which reveals the practising
devotee’s loving transcendental body through its dravya-vrtti
(materialising faculty) and which establishes the practising
devotee’s self-identification with either dasya, sakhya, vatsalya
or madhurya-rasa through its guna-vrtti (attributing faculty),
which infuses the spiritual body in the womb of a gopi at the
time the practising devotee attains perfection and that blesses
the practising devotee by bestowing direct devotional service in
Vraja’s human-like pastimes on him/her, this potency is
manifest in Vraja in the personal form of Sri Paurpamasi.
Hence her mercy is indispensible for the practising devotee if
he wishes to reach perfection.

vaidagdhya catura sakhi lalitadi dvare;
caturye korana yini mana abhisare
navina $ri yugalera milana rasa range;
upabhoga kore yei parama anande
ei vraja-mandalera kalyana kamana;
ei yara vrata, dhyana, ei to sadhana
sei paurnamasira $ri carana bhajibo;
vraje radha-krsna seva tabe to paibo

"T worship the lotus feet of Paurnamasi, who most blissfully
makes the Navina Yugala enjoy Their rasika pastimes of
meeting, mana and abhisara through the most clever sakhis like
Lalita and whose only vow, meditation and practice is based on
the desire for Vraja-Mandala’s welfare. In this way I will attain
the service of Radha-Krsna in Vraja."
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VERSE 26:

kharva-smasrum udaram ujjvala-kulam gauram samanarh sphurat-
paficasattama-varsa-vandita-vayah-krantith pravinam vraje |
gosthesasya sakhayam unnatatara-sridamato’pi priya-
s$ri-radharh vrsabhanum udbhata-yaso-vratam sada tarh bhaje

kharva - small; smasrum - moustache; udaram - generous; ujjvala
- brilliant; kulam - family; gauram - golden; samanam - respectable;
sphurat - manifest; paficasattama - fifty; varsa - years; vandita -
praised; vayah - age; krantim - attacked (by time for 50 years);
pravinam - expert; vraje - in Vraja; gosthesasya - of the king of Vraja;
sakhayam - friendship; unnatatara - more elevated; sridamatah - than
Sridama; api - even; priya - dear; §ri radham - Sri Radha; vrsabhanum
- Vrsabhanu; udbhata - great; yaso-vrata - abundance of fame; sada -
always; bhaje - I worship.

I always worship the greatly famous king Vrsabhanu,
who - has a small moustache, is very generous, comes
from a brilliant dynasty, has a golden complexion, is
greatly respected, is fifty years old, is very expert in
Vraja; who is the greatest friend of Vraja’s king Nanda
and who loves his daughter Sri Radha even more than his
son Sridama.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For the fulfillment of his own
aspirations Sripéda Raghunatha is praising Maharaja
Vrsabhanu in this verse.

Maharaja Vrsabhanu is Sr1 Radha’s father who shines in all
respects like the sun in the month of Jyestha (May-June, the
sign of Taurus).

vrsabhanu pita tasya vrsabhanur ivojjvalah (Radha-Krsna
Ganoddesa Dipika 2,168). Maharaja Vrsabhanu is a great
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reservoir of parental love and Sr1 Krsna’s dearmost beloved Sii
Radharani, Who is the Original Laksmi, has advented as his
daughter. Without getting some insight into the glories of Sri
Radha one cannot understand the glories of Vrsabhanu-raja.

radhika hoyena krsnera pranaya vikara;
svarapa sakti ‘hladint’ nama yahara
hladint koraya krsne anandasvadana;
hladint dvaraya kore bhaktera posana
hladinira sara - ‘prema’,
prema-sara - bhava’;
bhavera paramakastha - nama mahabhava
mahabhava svarapa - $ri radha thakurani;
sarva guna khani krsna kanta siromani

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"Radhika is a transformation of Krsna’s love, namely His
intrinsic energy named ‘Hladint’. Hladini causes Krsna to relish
transcendental bliss and nourishes the devotees. The essence
of Hladini is prema (love of God) and the essence of prema is
bhava. The summit of bhava is called mahabhava and the
embodiment of mahabhava is Sr1 Radharani. She is the crown
jewel of Krsna’s lovers and a mine full of attributes."

Just as the aggregate of form, flavour, scent, touch and sound
is manifest in the Original Personality of Godhead S$iT Krsna,
similarly if no fully blown mahabhava-eyes, tongue, nose, skin
and ears are revealed, these complete and absolute sense-
objects cannot be fully relished. And again: without a complete
root-energy, no one is able to bear this full mahabhava. Is there
any limit to the glories of the man who has $r1 Radharani for a
daughter, Who is relishing the full sweetness of Krsna, Who
enters into all the innumerable devotees as a faculty to nourish
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them by giving them prema, Who simultaneously makes Sri
Krsna inwardly enjoy His own bliss as the Hladini-force and
outwardly makes Him relish various pastimes in a personal
form, Who is the very personification of Mahabhava, the
essence of prema and Who is a mine of all qualities and the
crown jewel of all of Krsna’s consorts?

Sripéda Raghunatha has said: "The dynasty of Vrsabhanu
Raja is very splendid".

Sri Nanda Maharaja’s dynasty is certainly also very bright,
because the Original Personality of Godhead Sr1 Krsna has
advented in it, but the dynasty of Vrsabhanu Maharaja is even
more brilliant, because in his dynasty, prema Herself has
advented. This is because even when one has attained the Lord
one will remain deprived of relishing His sweetness without
prema. Therefore the Lord Himself has established prema as
being more important than He Himself.

Who can describe the glories of Vrsabhanu’s dynasty, in
which the Original Prema-Laksmi, the embodiment of
complete love, Sri Radha Herself, has advented as a daughter?

Sripada Raghunatha says: sridamo’pi priya sri radham "He
loves his daughter Sri Radha even more than his son Sridama."

Her glories are so great that even the Original Personality of
Godhead cannot find their limits- yara sad guna ganera krsna
na pana para (C.C.)

She has descended in his house in the form of a daughter and
since Maharaja Vrsabhanu has not even the slightest feeling of
awe and reverence he cuddles and rears Her just like his little
daughter with purely sweet love.

In the Patala-Khanda of the Padma-Purana it is written how
Devarsi Narada saw Sii Radha as a little girl:

"When S$ri Radha Who is overwhelmed by love for 11 Krsna
descended, She decided not to look at the world before seeing
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Sri Krsna, so She remained there with eyes closed. Then, one
day, Devarsi Narada himself came to see Her and when he told
Maharaja Vrsabhanu that he wanted to cure the little girl,
Vrsabhanu told him:

ekasti putrika deva devapatnyupama mama
kaniyasi sisor asya jadandha badhirakrtih
utsahad buddhaye yace tvam varam bhagavattama
prasanna drsti-matrena susthiram kuru balikam

(Padma Purana)

"O Lord! I have a daughter who is equal to the
demigoddesses and She is younger than this child (Sridama),
but She is dumb, blind and deaf. O greatest of saints! I am very
eager to cuddle and rear Her so I pray to you for this boon:
Please cure this child with your satisfied glance!"

After Narada entered the house and saw Sri Radha, he
became overwhelmed by great feelings of love and began to
offer her praises in both sweet and reverential manners:

ahaya bhanum provaca naradah sarva sobhanam
evam svabhava baleyam na sadhya daivatair api
kintu yad grham etasyah pada cihna vibhisitam
tatra narayano devah sarva-devaganaih saha
laksmis ca vasate nityam sarvabhis caiva siddhibhih
adyah enam vararoham sarva bhiisana bhisanam
devim iva param gehe raksa yatnena sattama

(Padma Purana)

Sr1 Narada called Vrsabhanu and told him about his most
beautiful little girl: "O King! This is the nature of this little girl!
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Even the demigods are unable to cure Her! But in whatever
house She places Her feet there Lord Sii Narayana, the
goddess of fortune Laksmi and all mystic perfections reside! O
great saint! Now you should keep this girl with Her nice hips
Who is the ornament of ornaments carefully in your house like
the supreme goddess!"

Although Sri Narada thus spoke different reverential words
about devi Sri Radha, it could not agitate the ocean of Maharaja
Vrsabhanu’s parental love at all. Vrsabhanu just affectionately
cuddled and reared Her like his little girl.

Introducing this Vrsabhanu Raja to us, Srila Gosvamipada
says: "I always worship the greatly famous king Vrsabhanu, who
has a small moustache, is very generous, on the strenght of
whose love Prema-Laksmi advented in his house as his
daughter to bless the people of the world by giving them the
treasure of prema, who has a golden complexion, is greatly
respected, is fifty years old, is very expert in Vraja and who is
the greatest friend of Vraja’s king Nanda."

kharva smasru udara carita sad vamsa jata;
gaura varna sambhranta yara boyos pancasata
vraja madhye hon yini ativa pravina;
$ri nandera parama sahaya khyatite kulina
sridama hoyena priya yara jyestha-santana;
(tathapi) kanistha sri radha prati ati snehavan
samunnata kirti yara vrsabhanu nama;
sarvadd tahare bhaji parna hobe kama

"I always worship the greatly famous Maharaja Vrsabhanu,
who has a small moustache, is very generous, who hails from a
good dynasty, has a golden complexion, is greatly respected,
who is fifty years old and very expert in Vraja, who is known as
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the greatest friend of Sri Nanda of noble birth and who loves
his younger daughter Sri Radha even more than his eldest son
Sridama. In this way my (devotional) desires will be fulfilled."

VERSE 27:

anudinam iha matra radhika-bhavya-vartah
kalayitum atiyatnat presyate dhatrikayah
duhitr-yugalam uccaih prema-para-prapaificair
vikala-mati yayasau kirtida savatan nah

anudinam - every day; iha - in Vraja; matra - by the mother;
radhika - Radhika; bhavya - welfare; varta - news; kalayitum - for
seeing; ati - greatly; yatnat - endeavouring; presyate - sending;
dhatrikayah - of the nurse; duhitr - daughter; yugalam - pair; uccaih
- greatly; prema - love; para - filled; prapancaih - by the creations;
vikala - agitated; mati - discriminating intelligence; yaya - by her; asau
- she; kirtida - Kirtida; sa - she; avatad - protect; nah - us.

May mother Kirtida who anxiously, carefully and
lovingly sends two daughters of her nurses daily to Sri
Radhika’s abode in Vraja to inquire about Her welfare
protect us.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha praises Sri
Radha’s mother Kirtida and takes shelter at her feet.

Kirtida is verily a bestower of fame (kirti=fame and
da=bestower).

On the bank of the Godavari-river, Sriman Mahaprabhu
asked Srila Ramananda Raya:
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kirti-gana madhye jivera kon bodo kirti?

"What is the greatest fame for a living being?", to which
Rama Raya replied:

krsna prema bhakta boli yara hoy khyati (C.C.)

"He who is known as a devotee and who loves Krsna (is the
most famous)."

In the whole world the lovers of Krsna are verily the most
famous. Mother Kirtida has bound the presiding goddess of
love or Prema-Laksmi, Sri Radharani, in the net of her
motherly love as her daughter and thus has given all the
sadhakas of the world the lucky opportunity to attain prema.
In this way she has verily become the bestower of fame (kirtida)
to the world.

Sri Raghunatha says: "When Sri Radha stays in her in-laws’
abode at Yavata, mother Kirtida, agitated by feelings of
motherly love, daily sends there two daughters of her nurses to
inquire about Her welfare.

One name Sii Raghunatha mentions in the praise of Sri
Radhika’s 108 names is ‘matr sneha piyisa putrika: Sri
Radharani is the embodiment of mother Kirtida’s nectarean
feelings of motherly love.

Although She is the embodiment of love of God and can
bestow the highest welfare on the whole world by bestowing
prema, mother Kirtida is still always anxious that some
inauspiciousness would be happening to Her.

This is the nature of love. The lover is always awake with
worries about the beloved’s welfare. Along with the constant
thoughts about the beloved’s welfare there is always the fear:

‘T know some accident has happened, I know some accident
has happened!” in the heart.

anista-sankini bandhu hrdayani bhavanti hi (Abhijiana
Sakuntala Nataka - 4)
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"Apprehension of mishap always dwells in the heart of the
friend."

In this play we also find the words sineho papamasankadi.
This is prakrta-language. In Sanskrta it is: snehah papam
asaiikate, or: "Affection causes apprehension of sin
(inauspiciousness in general). One is always afraid something
inauspicious may happen to the beloved.

Because mother Kirtida is always worried and overwhelmed
by loving anxiety she most lovingly and diligently sends two
daughters of her nurses to Yavata to inquire about S$i1 Radha’s
welfare. Mother Kirtida who is the embodiment of deep
motherly love knows that apart from her who can desire the
welfare of Sri Radha or look after Her?

Mother Kirtida never wants to lose Sri Radharani out of her
sight but: “Alas! Why has the Creator created this subservient
woman’s life?

Thinking like this, mother floats in tears of love and lovingly
and diligently sends out two daughters of her nurses to find out
if She is allright.

The closer a river comes to the ocean, the more turbulent it
gets. Similarly, mother Kirtida is very close to the Radha-ocean
of love, that can be heard from Sri Radharani’s own mouth:
sisukala hoite mayera sohage, sohagini bodo ami

"From My childhood T was always dearly beloved by My
mother."

Hence the worries about auspiciousness or inauspiciousness
befalling to S$r1 Radha are like a garland of waves eternally
billowing on the river of Mother Kirtida’s heart.

When the daughters of the nurses return and tell her that
everything is well with Sri Radha, mother finds peace and takes
her bath and her meal.

Sri Raghunatha says: "May that mother Kirtida protect us!"
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§rt radhara kusala varta janibara tare;
ativa vyakula hoiya cintita antare
priti sahakare pathaya dhatri-kanya-dvaye;
prati dina iha yara karya sact hoye
vraja majhe khyati yara sri radhara mata
amare korun raksa se mata kirtida

"May mother Kirtida, who is very anxious at heart to know
about Sri Radha’s welfare and therefore lovingly sends two
daughters of her nurses to Her abode to inquire about Her
every day and who is famous in Vraja as Sri Radha’s mother,
protect us."

VERSE 28:

prathama-rasa-vilase hanta rosena tavat
prakatam iva virodhar sandadhanapi bhangya
pravalayati sukhaimh ya navya-yinoh sva-naptroh
param iha mukharaim tarh miardhni vrddharh vahami

prathama - first; rasa - flavour (erotic mellow); vilase - in pastimes;
hanta - alas!; rosena - with anger; tavat - thus far; prakatam - manifest;
iva - as if; virodham - obstacle; sandadhana - placing; api - even;
bhangya - cleverly; prabalayati - strengthens; sukhai - happiness; ya
- who; navya - fresh; yinoh - of the pair; sva - own; naptroh -
grandchildren; param - supreme; iha - in Vraja; mukharam -
Mukhara; tam - her; miirdhni - on the head; vrddham - the old
woman; vahami - I carry.

I carry the old lady Mukhara, who gives her
grandchildren, the fresh adolescent Pair Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava, boundless bliss by cleverly and angrily
opposing Their erotic pastimes on my head.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: A boundless upsurge of the
nectar of the Vraja-associates™ ecstatic love arises in Sii
Raghunatha’s heart, that is filled with visuddha-sattva (pure
goodness, or transcendence).

In this verse he praises Sri Radha’s maternal grandmother
Mukhara.

Knowingly or unknowingly the people of Vraja all take their
share in helping the nourishment of the sweetness of Sri-Sr
Radha-Madhava’s erotic pastimes. This is the conclusion of the
acaryas, which is based on their profound experiences. Just as
there are visible assistants nourishing the pastimes of the
Adolescent Pair like Sri Radha’s sakhis and maiijaris, the
‘hostile’ (rival-) consorts like Candravali, who nourish Sii
Radha’s pique and so on, as well as the friendly party and the
neutral party of gopis and the priya-narma-sakhas like Subala,
similarly the mothers, fathers, fathers-in-law, mothers-in-law,
relatives, grandfathers and grandmothers are all invisible
assistants.

The extramarital love is always supplied with fresh impetus
and nourishment because this kind of love is secret. The lovers
rarely attain each other and there are many obstacles.

Although they all relish the sweetness of Krsna’s flavours in
their own way, each of the Lord’s associates in Vraja is engaged
by the lila-sakti in accepting his/her own beautiful role in the
nourishment of the emperor of transcendental flavours, the
srigara (erotic)-rasa.

The role of grandmother Mukhara is unprecedented. In this
verse Mukhara is called the maternal grandmother of both Sri
Radha and Krsna. Because Radha and Krsna are essentially one
at heart, Sr1 Radha’s maternal grandmother is also Sri Krsna’s
maternal grandmother. Another explanation is that some
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elderly gopis are generally known as everyone’s maternal
grandmother in Vraja.

bharunda jatila bhela karala karavalika
gharghara mukhara ghora ghanta ghoni sughantika
dhakkini dhondika dhandi dindima pundavanikah

damint damart dumbi danka matamahi samah
(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,54)

"Bharunda, Jatila, Bhela, Karala, Karavalika, Gharghara,
Mukhara, Ghora, Ghanta, Ghoni, Sughantika, Dhakkini,
Dhondika, Dhandi, Dindima, Pundavanikah, Damini, Damari.
Dumbi and Danka - they are all equal to maternal
grandmothers."

Old granny Mukhara publicly opposes with certainty the
meeting of Sri-Si Radha-Krsna, but in a clever way (bhangya)
she is also nourishing (encouraging) this meeting.

Externally she angrily chastises Them, but in her heart she
approves of Them meeting each other. In this way Mukhara
pleases S11 Radha-Madhava in the greatest way.

In the morning the cowherd village is filled with the sounds
of brahmanas reciting the Vedas, the bellowing of cows, the
churning of curd and the milking of the cows. The sun is rising
on the eastern horizon. It is as if the bride of the eastern
direction wears a red spot of sindiira on the forehead. All the
Vrajavasis are waking up.

In Yavata Sr1 Radha is lying in Her bedroom, accompanied
only by Her friends like Lalita, still sleeping out of exhaustion
from performing pastimes like the Rasa-dance at night.

naptri mukhambuja vilokana jivitayam
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tatropasrtya sahasa mukharabhidhayam
vatsalya ratna patalibhiita petikayam
radhe kva putri bhavastti samahvayantyam

(Krsna Bhavanamrta 3.13)

Mukhara, whose very life is the sight of her granddaughter
Radhika’s lotus-like face and who is like a box full of jewels of
parental affection, came in and called out: "O Radhe! O My
daughter! Where are You?"

Seeing Mukhara, Jatila then also comes to quickly wake up
her daughter-in-law and desiring the welfare of her son, she
requests Mukhara to engage Her in Surya-paja. Mukhara
repeatedly calls out: "Granddaughter! Granddaughter!" while

entering into Her bedroom. Then she says:

uttistha vatse sayanat pramugdhe
uyasmdri varo ’dya raves toaya kim
snatva prabhatarghya vidhanam asmai
pajyopahdmm racaydsya casu

(Govinda Lilamrta 2,49)

"O my girl! Get up from bed now! O bewildered girl, have
You forgotten that it is Sunday today? Take Your bath and
quickly prepare Your paraphernalia for worshiping the sungod
with morning-oblations!"

Hearing Mukhara’s voice, Visakha and other sakhis wake up
and also awaken Srimati, Who, stunned with fatigue, slowly sits
up in Her bed. When Mukhara suddenly sees Sri Radha’s limbs
covered with a yellow garment she says:

druta kanaka savarnam sayam etan murarer
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vasanam urasi drstam yat sakhi te vibharti
kim idam ayi visakhe ha pramadah pramado
vyavasitam idam asyah pasya suddhanvayayah

(Govinda Lilamrta 2,54)

"Visakhe, look! What is this? Yesterday evening I saw this
bright golden cloth on Murari’s chest, but now your friend is
wearing it! Alas, alas] How could this happen to a pure
housewife?"

Hearing Mukhara’s words, Visakha shows her the sunrays
entering the house through the windows and touching Sri
Radha’s blue cloth, that covers Her brightly shining golden
limbs, thereby making it seem golden.

Being addressed like this by Visakha, Mukhara leaves the
room. She walks out carefully, because what a mishap it would
be if by chance hostile elements like Jatila would see it!

Sri Raghunatha says: "I carry Sri Radha’s maternal
grandmother Mukhara, who gives the greatest delight to the
young pair Sri Radha-Madhava with such a sweet undercurrent
of her stream of love on my own head!"

vmja mdjhe navya yuvd navind yuvati;
radha-krsna duhu jana hoy yara nati
Srigara rasa-keli navina yugale;
bhangi kori badha-dana koribara chale
parokse ananda dana koriche dohare;
matamahi radhara mukhara nama yara
anande magana hoiya amara mastake;
tahare bohon kori atwa kautuke

"With great joy, eagerness and humor I carry Radha’s
maternal grandmother named Mukhara, who uses different
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pretexts to obstruct the erotic pastimes of her grandchildren,
the beautiful young girl Radha and the beautiful young boy

Krsna, but who thus secretly gives Them great bliss, on my
head."

VERSE 29:

sandra-prema-rasaih pluta priyataya pragalbhyam apta tayoh
prana-prestha-vayasyayor anudinarh lilabhisaram kramaih
vaidagdhyena tatha sakhim prati sada manasya siksam rasair
yeyaih karayatiha hanta lalita grhnatu sa mam ganaih

sandra - deep; prema - love; rasail - by flavours; pluta - inundated;
priyataya - lovingly; pragalbhyam - boldness; apta - attained; tayoh -
of them both; prana - heart; prestha - beloved; vayasyayoh - of the
two friends; anudinam - every day; lila - pastimes; abhisaram - love-
journey; kramaih - gradually; vaidagdhyena - cleverly; tatha - and
then; sakhim - girlfriend; prati - towards; sada - always; manasya - of
loving pique; siksan - teaching; rasaih - with flavours; ya - who; iyam
- this; karayati - causing; iha - in Vraja; hanta - alas; lalita - Lalita;
grhnatu - may accept; sa - she; mam - me; ganaih - with the parties.

May Lalita, who is immersed in the mellow of deep
love, who takes shelter of an audacious mood simply out
of love, who assists in accomplishing her heart’s beloved
Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna’s pastimes like Their abhisara (love-
journey), and who always cleverly teaches her own
girlfriend Radha the art of loving pique, accept me
within her own party.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyikhya: In the previous verse Sripada
Raghunatha praised Mukhara, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s secret
assistant in Their erotic mellows and in the following verses,
now that he anyway perceives the erotic mellow, he praises the
sakhis and marjaris, the most rasika-assistants in the sweet
pastimes of the divine Pair.

Srimat Riipa Gosvamipada has written: prema lila viharanam
samyag vistarika sakhi; visrambha-ratna-pett ca tatah susthu
vivicyate (Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 1)

"The sakhis fully expand the love, the pastimes and the erotic
union of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava. They are like jewelboxes of
trust and confidence, and in this way they are nicely divided."
Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada comments as follows on this
verse in his Ananda Candrika-commentary:

na kevalam ditya eva tasam sakhinam pradhanyam kintu
rasasya sarva eva nirvahas tan nidanaka evetyaha premeti.
vistaro’tra vikhyapanam vivardhanam ca. tatra nayakasya
prema nayikayam nayikayah prema nayake sakhya vikhyapate
tata eva vivardhate ca. lila cabhisaradibhih prapta milanayor
nayakayoh svasthitya nayika-vamyatisayotthapanena ca hasa
parihasadibhis ca vivardhate sthanantare samayantare ca
vikhyapyate ca. viharas ca samprayogatmako guru patyadi
sarva  samadhanangikarena  sahasa  danad  vivardhyate
samayantare ca sambhuktaya nayikaya saha rasodgarad
vikhyapyate ceti samyag iti svabhiyogadau vinapi sakhim tat
tat siddher asamyakatvam ity arthah

"It is not that the sakhis are just the chief messengers who
accomplish the meeting of Radha-Krsna, they are actually the
final causes of Their rasika-acccomplishments in all respects.
This is ascertained in this verse prema lila viharanam.
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The word vistara means: proclaiming or increasing. The
sakhis tell the hero of the heroine’s love and the heroine of the
hero’s love and thus they increase the love. The word lil@ means
that they help the Divine Pair to meet Each other through love-
journeys. They increase the pride of the heroine who is in their
midst, increase the flavour of the pastimes through laughter
and joking. They also proclaim it in other places and at other
times and solve all problems in relation to sexual intercourse,
superiors and the heroine’s husband.

In this way the sexual enjoyment increases with their
assistence. They also proclaim the heroine’s rasodgara
(amorous recollection). The word samyak means that without
the aid of the sakhis, the flavours of amorous meetings and so
can never be accomplished."

In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises Lalita, the greatest of Sri
Radharant’s girlfriends, and their leader. Lalita is so deeply
absorbed in madiyatamaya-premabhimana (a loving pride in
having controlled the lover, with the conception of ‘he is mine’),
that she always considers her friend Sri Radha to be under the
control of Sri Krsna. She wants to keep Krsna equally
controlled, so she carefully sends Sri Radha on Her abhisara
(love-journey) and when she sees an imbalance of power (in
favour of Sr1 Krsna), her loving pride strikes heavily. Then she
always instructs her girlfriend Sri Radha in the finesses of loving
pique and opposition. For this reason, Lalita is called an
adhika-prakhara-sakhi, a more audacious girlfriend.

prema saubhdgya sad gunyadyadhikyad adhika sakhi

durllanghya vakya prakhara prakhyata gauravocita

(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 3)
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"A girl who is superior in love, good fortune and great
attributes is called adhika, and a girl whose words are
insurmountable is called prakhara, a girl who is always very
proud."” When such an adhika-prakhara-sakhi sees even the
slightest flaw in Sr1 Radha’s total control over Sii Krsna she will
teach Her mana, or loving pique, and she will not tolerate any
slackening of that mana. For instance:

mugdhe tusnim bhava satha-kala-mandalakhandalena
toam mantrena sphutam iha vasikrtya tenanusista
kufije govardhana Sikharino jagarenadya radham
drstvapyuccaih sakhi yad asi me catu-vade pravrtta

(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 15)

"When Lalita saw Citra-sakhi endeavouring to pacify Sri
Radha’s proud huff, she told her: "O stupid girl! Shut up! I know
that this king of cheaters (Krsna) has subdued you with His
instructions! How amazing! I praise your nature!" Did you also
use such flattering words even while seeing that Radha was
spending the whole night in wakefulness on Govardhana Hill
(vainly waiting for Krsna)? Anyway, so far so good. There’s no
more need for any more flattering words! Quickly get out of
here!"

When Lalita instructs Radha in pique, then Radha cannot
give up that mana without Lalita’s permission, not even out of
Her own free willl Hence one of Sri Radha’s names is lalita-

19 Citra has the opposite nature of Lalita, she is very submissive.
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bhiti-manin® This pique of Sri Radha is Lalita’s greatest
contribution to the service of St1 Krsna.

vamya svabhave mana uthe nirantara; uhara vamye uthe
krsnera ananda sagara (C.C.)

Just to make the ocean of Sri Radha’s love swell up
unlimitedly and to give Sr1 Krsna the sweet relish of Sri Radha’s
sweet love Lalita instructs Srimati in mana. This is one of her
special dexterities of love. Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has
written the following definition of mana’s nature:

snehas tatkrstatavaptya madhuryam manayan navam
yo dharayatyadaksinyam sa mana iti kirtyate

(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 96)

"When sneha reaches its climax it makes the lover experience
a fresh sweetness. When it carries a crooked kind of
unsubmissiveness it is called mana."

Consequently mana arises to keep the course of love
relishable, fresh and dynamic. Mana makes something which is
anyway always enjoyable, sweet and desirable in its novel
sweetness, hence Si7 Lalita is known as she who is most expert
in tastefully nourishing S$ri Radha’s mood of opposition and
pique.

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says: "May that Lalita accept me in her
own party!"

nimagana hoiya yei gadha prema rase;
priyata hetu kificit auddhatya prakase

20 She who is angry with Krsna out of fear of Lalita (Raghunatha dasa
Gosvam's 'Sri Radhikastottara-sata nama stotram").
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$rt radha-govinda lilara pustira karana;
rasa vakyavali sada karoye varsana
vamyera maryada sada vrddhira karana;
$ri radhaya mana siksa dena vilaksana
sei to lalita more nija gana madhye;
grahana koriya kobe krtartha koribe

"When will Lalita, who is absorbed in deep feelings of love,
who shows her audacity out of that love, who always showers
Sri Radha-Govinda with rasika words that nourish Their
pastimes, who always increases the ways of love-in-opposition
and who teaches Sri Radha the special art of loving pique, bless
me by accepting me within her own party?"

VERSE 30:

pranaya-lalita-narma-sphara-bhamis tayor ya
vraja-pura-nava-yunor ya ca kanthan pikanam |
nayati param adhastad divya-ganena tustya
prathayatu mama diksarh hanta seyarh visakha

pranaya - love; lalita - lovely; narma - joking; sphara - extended;
bhamih - ground; tayoh - of Them both; ya - who; vrajapura -
Vrajapura; nava - new; yiinoh - pair; ya - who; ca - and; kanthat - of
the voice; pikanam - of the cuckoos; nayati - takes; param - greatly;
adhah - below; tai - that; divya - beautiful/divine; ganena - with a
song; tustya - satisfying; prathayatu - may extend; mama - my; diksam
- initiation; hanta - alas; sa - she; iyam - this; visakha - Visakha.

May Visakha, who is the great object of love and humor
of the youthful pair Radha and Krsna and who defeats
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even the singing of the cuckoos with her divine artistry
of song, be pleased with me and teach me the art of
singing.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In his true intrinsic nature
(svaripa), éripéda Raghunatha dasa is an eternally perfect
maiijart in Vraja.

He has descended along with Sri Gaurasundara, the
combined form of rasardja, Krsna, the king of relishers, and
mahabhava, Radha, the embodiment of supreme love of God,
to teach the practising devotees in the material world the
meditation on the mellows of Vraja and to take them along to
the nikunja-abode of Vraja in the form of Sri Radha’s
maidservants.

11 Krsna's sweetness and Sri Radha’s mahabhava have, of
course, been discussed and described from the scriptures in the
past, but they could not be conceived by human beings at that
time. The Gosvamis have built a huge jewelled palace of sweet
Vraja-bhajana on the unshakeable foundation of their own
genuine transcendental experiences and scriptural evidence.

In this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, Sripada Raghunatha describes the
sweet and perfect love of the Lord’s eternal companions in
Vraja, by following in whose footsteps the practising devotees
will gain entrance into that jewelled temple and become
blessed by receiving the desired loving devotional service of Sii
Radha-Madhava.

In the previous verse, Sri Raghunatha described the great
love of Lalita, one of Sri Radha’s best girlfriends. In this verse
he describes the mood of Sri Visakha and reveals to her his
aspiration to learn the art of singing from her.
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First of all he says: ‘pranaya lalita narma sphara bhamis
tayor ya' She is the abode of love and humor for Sri-Sri Radha-
Krsna. In Sri Visakhanandana-Stotram, he has said: bhava-
nama gunadiam aikyat sri radhikaiva ya

"She is just like Sri Radhika in mood, name and attributes."
Because of her outspoken boldness, Sri Radha and Madhava
may still deal with Sri Lalita with some fear and reverence, but
in S$11 Radha’s yatha (party), Sri Visakha has attained the bhava
of adhika-madhya (holding the balance between the left-wing
and the right-wing gopis in mood), hence she is not only
respected by all because of her love, good fortune and great
attributes, but she is also the object of love and humour for the
Divine Couple because she is non-different at heart from Sri
Radha.

visakha gadha narmokti jita krsnarpita smita

narmadhyaya varacarya bharati jayi vagmita
visakhagre rahah keli kathodghataka madhavam

tadayanti dvirabjena sa-bhrubhangena lilaya

(Visakhanandada Stotram 105 and 106)

"$r1 Radhika smiles when She sees that Krsna is defeated by
Visakha's intimate joking words. She is the best teacher in
joking and she defeats even Sarasvati-devi in eloquence. When
Madhava speaks about His intimate pastimes before Visakha,
Sr1 Radha frowns Her eyebrows and playfully beats Him with
her play-lotus."

From this we can understand how Sri Visakha is the object
of the Divine Couple’s love and humor.

In his ‘Krsnahnika-Kaumudr’, Sriman Mahaprabhu’s beloved
companion Srila Kavi Karnapura has drawn an enchanting
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emotional picture of Sri Visakhas joking discussions with Sri
Radha before Sr1 Krsna with great poetic expertise.

etadiya kusumam sakhi heyam krsna paksa sarasa latikeyam;
ya runandhi vasanam tava sakha paninetyupajahasa visakha
sukla-paksa-nibha puspa-visesa krsna paksa sarasa kathamesa;
mad viyogam asahisnur iyam mamarunandhi mama kautuka kama
mugdha eti madhupo mukha-candram svaditum kamaladhis tava
sandram;
tat tvaya’vahitataya bhavitavyam syamalasya caritam nahi bhavyam
toadrsam mukha saroja samdje susmite sati katham dvija raje;
hanta gandha rahite katham asya svada esa bhavita madhupasya

(Krsnahnika Kaumudi 4.42-45)

"Visakha jokingly told Srimati Radharani, Who was picking
flowers: ‘Sakhi! Don’t pick the flowers from this vine, because
this vine is krsna-paksa-sarasa (blooming in the dark lunar
fortnight, or, surrendered to Krsna and thus luscious) and will
obstruct Your garment with its hand-like branches (they will
give You a hint to go and meet with Krsna)’. $11 Radha smiled
and replied: “Sakhi Visakhe! This vine is bearing flowers that
bloom in the bright lunar fortnight! Why do you call them
krsna-paksa-sarasa (blooming in the dark lunar fortnight)? This
vine is unable to tolerate separation from Me and is obstructing
Me simply for fun!” Visakha said: ‘O Mugdhe (naive girl)! Just
see! A bee (Krsna) is coming to relish Your moon-like face,
taking it to be a lotus flower, so be careful! Those who have a
blackish complexion (like Syﬁmasundara) don’t have a good
character!” Hearing this, Sri Radha said: ‘Alas! When you girls
are here with your blooming lotus-like faces, then how will this
bumblebee ever come to relish My moon-like face, that has no
scent at all?
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In this way Visakha is the abode of Sr1 Radha-Krsna's
relishable joking conversations.

Sri Raghunatha says: "May Visakha, who defeats the cuckoos’
singing in the fifth note with her love-drenched voice, that sings
enchanting divine songs having Sri Radha-Krsna's sweet
pastimes as their subject, be pleased and satisfied with me and
teach me the art of song!"

Sripada Kavi Karnapura has written: "The extraordinary
transcendental art of singing as well as the voices of the
Vrajasundaris are all beyond Brahma’s creation, therefore they
cannot be compared to anyone’s voice within Brahma’s
creation. Vrnda-devi explained to one of Radha’s sakhis, named
Sangita Vidya, what the difference is between the singing of the
Kinnari Matangi, who is the @carya of the science of song, and
the singing of the Vraja-devis, saying:

ayi sangita vidye! sangita vidyeyam anaya devya
caturmukha-mukha nirgataiva vyakhyata, khyata ceyam vo
virifici  prapaiicata eva hi bahir iti tad ubhayam eva
niravadyam (Ananda Vrmdavana Campii)

"O Sangita Vidye! The science of song that Matangi-devi is
explaining, emanates from Brahma’s mouth (which means that
it is a part of the mundane creation), and the singing of the
Vrajadevis that you speak about is from beyond Brahma’s
creation. Therefore there is consistency between your words
and Matangi’s words!"

In this Stavavali, Sripﬁda Raghunatha repeatedly reveals his
desire to learn the art of singing about Radha and Krsna from
Visakha and to please S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava with these sweet
songs.

pranarbuda koti prestha yugala mirati;
tandera pranaya madhu kautukera patri
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$ri radha-govinda donhara yugala madhuri
yara prema-kanthe divya sangita lahari
kokila kakali yiho parajaya kore

se visakha divya gana siksa dena more

"May Visakha, who is the object of the honey-sweet
humorous love of the Yugala Miirti, Who are dearer to her than
millions of lives; whose loving voice creates a wave of divine
songs that defeats the singing of the cuckoos and that describe
the dual sweetness of Sri Radha-Govinda, teach me that divine
art of song."

VERSE 31:

prati-nava-nava-kuiijath prema-purena parna

pracura-surabhi-puspair bhasayitva kramena |
pranayati bata vrnda tatra nilotsavam ya

priya-gana-vrta-radha-krsnayos tarh prapadye

prati - every; nava nava - fresh and new; kuiijam - groves; prema -
love; pirena - with an abundance; piarna - full; pracura - abundant;
surabhi - fragrant; puspaih - with flowers; bhiisayitva - having
ornamented; kramena - gradually; pranayati - making; bata - indeed;
vrnda - Vinda; tatra - there; lila - pastimes; utsavam - festival; ya -
who; priyagana - beloveds; vrta - surrounded; radha-krsnayoh - of
Radha and Krsna; t@m - unto her; prapadye - 1 surrender.

I surrender to the lotus feet of Sri Vrnda, who, steeped
in great love, decorates the many ever-fresh play-groves
with fragrant flowers and expands the festival of sweet
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and blissful pastimes of Sri Radha-Krsna, who are
surrounded by Their girlfriends.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises the sylvan goddess S$r1 Vrnda, the presiding
goddess of $r1 Vrndavana and surrenders at her lotus feet.

In the scripture ‘Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika’ (2.87-88),

Sr1 Vrnda is introduced as follows:

pawrnamasi vira vrnda vamsi nandimukhi tatha
vrndarika tatha mena muraladyas ca datikah
nana sandhana kusala tayor milana karini
kunijadi samskriyabhijia vrnda tasu variyasi

"Paurnamasi, Vira, Vrnda, Vamsi, Nandimukhi, Vrndarika,
Mena and Murali are among ST Krsna’s female messengers.
They are very expert in various researches, in accomplishing the
meetings between Sr1 Krsna and His sweethearts and in
maintaining trysting places like the kuiijas. The greatest in all
these activities is Vrnda."

Vrnda is thus described:

tapta kaficana varnabha vrnda kantir manohara;
nilavastra paridhana muktapuspa virdjita
candrabhanuh pita tasyah phullara janani tatha;
patir asya mahi-palt manjart bhagini ca sa
vrndavana sadavasa nanakelt rasotsuka;
ubhayor milanakankst tayoh premaparipluta

"Vrnda’s complexion is as enchanting as molten gold! She

wears a blue dress, a pearl necklace and a flower garland. Her
father is named Candrabhanu, her mother Phullara, her
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husband Mahipala and her sister Maiijari. Vrnda always lives in
Vrndavana and is eager to play different rasika pastimes. She is
eager to establish the meeting of the Divine Couple and is
immersed in love for Them."

Sr1 Vrndavana is the abode of sweet love. The name of
Vrndavana causes agitation in the mind and heart of both the
Lord and His devotees. Here the devotees forget all of the
Lord’s opulences and become eager to establish their own
personal relationships with Him according to their individual
feelings. The Lord also forgets His own nature here and allows
Himself to be bound by the ropes of His devotees’ passionate
love for Him. And again, in this Vraja, the passionate love like
the one of the gopis cannot be found described in any scripture.
In this Vraja, their naughty passion causes them to fall from the
path of virtue and fidelity and flow towards gyﬁmasundara
forcefully and without interruption, like the currents of the
Yamuna and the Ganga.

Because this passion is ever-fresh, it causes Sri Krsna, the
object of their love, to relish the wonderful ever-fresh essence
of the erotic mellow. Above all, the madana-rasa of Sri Radha,
who is the very embodiment of madanakhya-maha-bhava,
makes the transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana forget
Himself in all respects. His nikuiija-pastimes with S$r1 Radha
continue day and night.

ratri-dina kuiija krida kore radha sange; kaisora vayasa
saphala koilo krida range (C.C.)

"Day and night He sports with Radha in the kufjas and with
these playful amusements, He makes His youth a success."
Assisted by her girlfriends Sr1 Vrnda-devi, who is the teacher of
thousands of vanadevis (sylvan fairies) decorates Sri Vrndavana
and the kuiijas, the playgrounds of S$1i-S11 Radha-Madhava, in

EVEer-new ways.
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Vrnda, the presiding goddess of this kingdom of sweet
pastimes, decorates this naturally beautiful and sweet unique
abode of the enjoyments of the Yugala with her loving hands,
thus making it even sweeter. Thinking: "The deities of my heart
will play here!", she keeps the kunijas nicely decorated and
scented by a variety of floral decorations. Just as a loving
pajarint keeps the temple fragrant with incense sticks and
aguru-perfumes, similarly prema-pajarini Vrnda scents each
kufija-mandira, that is the playground of her heart’s deities, Sri
Sri Radha-Madhava, with the sweet aroma of an abundance of
flowers.

Just as an expert sculptor attracts his employer with his
artistic work, similarly Vrnda, the sculptress of love, intoxicates
the hearts of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis with
playful feelings and with her loving expertise in decorating
Vrndavana and the kufijas.

Sri Vrnda’s cleverness in relaying messages is most
wonderful! With her clever words, the lady-messenger Vrnda
always awakens a passionate attachment to a tryst in the hearts
of the lovers.

For instance, when Srimati Radharani sets out for
Radhakunda on Her noontime love-journey (divabhisara) with
Her sakhis eager to meet Syamasundara, Sr1 Krsna is
impatiently waiting for Her in the woods around the kunda,
eager to meet Srimati.

Meanwhile the forest becomes delighted by Sri Radha’s
bodily fragrance and Sr1 Krsna sends Vrnda out to quickly bring
Srimati to Him. When Sr Radha sees Sri Vida, they have the
following discussion:

kasmad vrnde priya sakhi hareh padamalat kuto’sau
kundaranye kim iha kurute nrtya siksam guru kah

- 168 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

tam tvan martih prati taru-latam dik-vidiksu sphurantt
Sailusiva bhramati parito nartayanti sva pascat

(Govinda Lilamrta 8,77)

"O Vrnde, where have you come from?"

Vrnda replied: "From Hari’s footsoles".

Radha: "Where is He?"

Vrnda: "In the forest by Your lake!"

Radha: "What is He doing there?"

Vrnda: "He is learning how to dance"

Radha: "Who is His teacher?"

Vrnda: "Your very form, which is like a dancing girl whom He
sees in each direction. He is simply wandering around, dancing
behind You!"

With many of such clever words, Sri Vrnda-devi extends a
wonderful sweet flavour of blissful pastimes for Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava, Who are surrounded by Their girlfriends.?'

Sr1 Raghunatha takes shelter of the lotus feet of this Vrnda-
devi.

prema rase nimagana ho'iyd yei jana;
sajaiyeche madhura ei $ri vrndavana
nava nava kufija yoto sugandhi kusume;
susobhita bohe yaha malaya pavane
vrndara racita sei $ri vrndavana;
$rt radha-govinde koraya lild uddipana
nirantara sei vrndara bhaji bhakti bhare;
vrajavasa radhda-krsnera seva-siddhi tare

21 In books like Sri Govinda Lilamrta and Sri Krsna Bhavanamrta
Vrnda can be seen nourishing these transcendental pastimes in
various wonderful ways.
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"T always devotedly worship Sr1 Vrnda, who is absorbed in
ecstatic love while sweetly decorating S1i Vrndavana’s ever-
green kufijas with beautiful flowers, whose fragrance are
carried by the southern breezes and that incite amorous
feelings in the hearts of Sri Radha and Govinda, so that T will
be able to live in Vraja and reach perfection in Radha-Krsna’s
devotional service there."

VERSE 32:

sakhyenalarh parama-rucira narma-bhavyena radharm
pakartharh ya vraja-pati-mahigy-ajiiaya sarhnayanti |
premna Sasvat pathi pathi harer vartaya tarpayanti
tusyatv etarh param iha bhaje kunda-parvam latam tam

sakhyena - with friendship; alam - greatly; parama - greatest; rucira
- beautiful; narma - joking; bhavyena - with auspiciousness; radhan -
Radha; pakartham - for the sake of cooking; ya - who; vrajapati - the
king of Vraja; mahist - queen; gjiiaya - on the order; sannayanti -
taking; premna - with love; sasvat - constantly; pathi pathi - on the
way; hareh - of Hari; vartaya - with topics; tarpayanti - offers; tusyatu
- may be satisfied; etam - this; param - greatly; iha - in Vraja; bhaje - 1
worship; kunda parvam latam - named Kundalata; tam - her.

I worship Kundalata, who, on the order of Queen
Yasoda, daily comes to take Sri Radha to Nanda’s abode
to cook for Krsna; who always greatly delights Radha by
lovingly having joking discussions about Hari with Her
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on the way and who is herself also most satisfied with
this.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
worships Sri Kundalata, the special nourisher of Syi-Sri Radha-
Madhava’s pastimes.

We have already said that Vraja is like a beautiful garden full
of flowers of love. The minds and hearts of the worshippers are
scented by the loving expertise of the various companions of
Krsna in Vraja. Although the fragrance of the flowers causes
everyone’s heart to blossom, the rasika-bee is as if intoxicated
by the relish of this honey.

In the same way, although everyone’s heart is delighted to
hear about the great love of the Vraja-companions, the heart of
the jata-rati-madhuryopasaka, the worshipper who is in the
amorous mellow and whose rati or bhava is born, becomes even
more intoxicated by rasa.

S17 Raghunatha is in the kingdom of mahabhava, so in his
heart a wonderful current of relish of the wonderful and great
love of the Vraja-companions is flowing. After he has relished
it, he records everything for the rasika-bhagavatas (great
aesthetic devotees) so they can relish it afterwards.

In this verse, S1i Raghunatha praises the wife of Krsna’s
cousin, Kundalata. Because of the boon of the sage Durvasa, Sri
Radharani has become amyrta-hasta (whatever Her hands touch
while cooking turns into nectar). The vegetables and grains She
cooks are not only delicious, they also bestow appetite and a
certain extension of the lifespan.

For this reason, Sri Yasoda, out of love for her son, daily
sends Kundalata to Jatila to ask her permission to bring Si1
Radha to her home to cook for Sr7 Krsna. Kundalata relays the
request of the Queen of Vraja to mother Jatila and then goes to
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Sri Radha and Her sakhis, who are already floating in oceans of
bliss.

This is described in $rf Krsna Bhavanamrta:

anyonya darsana samudgamana smitadhya
Sastanuyoga rabhasonnati sidhu vrstih
sadyo vabhiiva yata eva tada tadali-
vrndam nananda sama sauhrda hrdya rocih
vrajapura paramesvart prasadam
mayi sakhi vakti tavodayo hyakasmat
na Sisira rucind vinaiva pirvam
disam adhiratri sameti kapi laksmih
tad aham anumime nidesa dambhat
kim api krpamrtam eva sa vyatarit
yad idam anupalabhya yan mamatma
svam api sakhedam avaityanatmaninam
ajani rasavati vidhapanartha rasavati te gatir ity avaimi
nanam atha kim itaratha javadayasth
pmthamito ‘nunayanty amim madﬁryﬁm
iti sudrg uditamrtam pibanti smita
subhagam nijagada kundavalli
tad ayi sakhi vidhehi tatra yairam
akrta vilambam itah sahalivrnda

(Krsna Bhavanamrta 4,110 and 5,1-4)

The sakhis, who are all equal to Sri Radhika in affection,
kindness and luster, all became ecstatic when they experienced
the nectar-shower of Radhika’s and Kundalata’s meeting, their
exchange of smiles and their inquiry about each others’ welfare.
(Sr1 Radhika got up to welcome Kundalata and told her):
"Sakhi! By Vrajesvari’s grace you have quickly come here! Your
arrival is as indescribably beautiful as the moonrise in the east
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at nightfall! I understand that Queen Yasoda showers Me with
the nectar of mercy by giving this order! If T had not gotten this
order (to cook for Krsna), My mind would be so sad that it
would have been better for Me to leave My body! O Rasavati
(humorous girl or good cook)! I see you have come to take Me
there for cooking, but first go to My superiors and ask them for
permission and then quickly come back!”

Drinking the nectar of fair-eyed Radhika’s words, Kundalata
blissfully smiled and said: "Sakhi! You know it all, so don’t delay
and come along with me and take Your friends along!"

Jatila also follows the order of the Queen of Vraja and sends
her daughter-in-law to Nanda’s house, giving Her various
beneficial instructions:

jarati yatano kori, kohe suno sundari,
sakhi sange koroho payana.
udant yodant mathe, dekhiya colibe pathe,
lakhite na pare yeno ana.

"Jatila carefully said: Listen, O beautiful girl! Go now with
Your sakhis. Keep Your veil on Your head, so that no one else
will see You while You walk down the road."

bodura jhiyari bata, kule sile naha chota
saba gune hao paravina.
thakiho sabara majhe, bujhiba apana kaje,
ami ara jia koto dina

"You are a high-born daughter. Indeed, Your dynasty and
Your customs are not lowly! You are full of great qualities. Stay
together in the midst of all the other girls and understand Your
duties. After all, how much longer will T live?"
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sadaye vidaya kore, jatila colila ghare,
ulasita rasavati radhe
rangini sangini tara, lei saba upahara,

cololi paraite sadhe.

"Pitifully taking leave, Jatila went back home and blissful
rasika-Radha and Her playful girlfriends took all their
paraphernalia along and went to fulfill their desires."

gajendra gamana jini, cole rai vinodini,
sughada sakhira heli anga.
kohoye sekhara ray, puchite puchite yaya

rajani vilasa rasa ranga
(Padakarta Raya Sekhara)

"Rai Vinodini thus left, walking like the king of elephants,
leaning against Her sakhis. Raya Sekhara says: ‘While walking
along with Her, the sakhis asked Her about Her amorous
pastimes of the previous night.” "

While they were on the way to Nanda’s house, Kundalata
jokingly told S$ri Radha:

malyanitopasaryds tri-catura divasan prosya sandhyagatas te
bharta gobhih sva gosthe ghatayitum akhilam ratrim eva nyavatsit
vaksah prodyan nakhankavali citam adharah spasta danta ksato yat
tat sadhvyas te satitvam samucitam adhuna vyaktam ullalasiti
antar giidha smitotphulla kinicit kuficita locanam
sva sakhim lalitalokya kundavallim athabravit
karaka-phala dhiyasyah kanane dhrsta kirah
stanam anu vinivistah pakka bimba bhramena
adasad adharam uccais tan nakhacotitam tad
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dhrdayam idam amusyah kim vrtha sankase tvam
sakhi vacah smarita krsna sarga lilocchalat kampa tarangitangim
tam viksya padmakaram tksamana jagau punah kundalata sahasam
ananda kampottaralasi mugdhe
ki bho vrtha padmini kundavallyah
na devaras tvam madhustadano’sau
bhramyan punah pasyasi bhuktam uktam

(Govinda Lilamrta 3:29-33)

"O Radhe! Even though Your husband was out for three or
four days to have the newly purchased fertile cows inseminated
by the bulls, he came home last night and slept alone in his own
room! Still we can see that Your breasts are full of nail marks
and Your lips are full of bite marks! We are all very happy that
You show such clear signs of fidelity to Your husband now!"

Seeing Radha’s hidden smile and Her wide, slightly squinted
eyes, Lalita told Kundalata:

"Why are you causing needless anxiety to Radha’s heart?
Yesterday some bold parrot in the forest sat on Her breasts,
thinking them to be pomegranates (and scratched them) and
then he bit Her lips, thinking them to be bimba-fruits. That’s
why She is bruised like this!"

Kundalata saw that Radhika’s body shivered after hearing
Lalita’s words, billowing on waves of playfulness while
remembering Her pastimes with Krsna the previous night.
Slightly smiling, Kundalata looked at a nearby pond and said, as
if addressing a female lotus:

"O bewildered Padmini! Why are you vainly shivering out of
ecstasy? Kundalata’s (a vine of Kunda-flowers or Krsna's niece)
devara (brother-in-law Krsna or bestower of joy) Madhustidana
(Krsna, or a bee), showing his own restlessness, has already
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enjoyed you (leaving you after drinking your honey). Now will
he drink your nectar again? (rest assured that he won't!)"

By being immersed in such joking discussions with Her,
Kundalata immerses Sri Radha in the pinnacle of bliss and is
herself similarly absorbed in the relish of this bliss.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship this Kundalata."

vrajapati mahist yasodara ajiate;
radhare anena yiho pakera nimitte
sakhya bhave radhikaya pathe kautukete;
paritrpta korena $ri krsna prasangete
krsna kotha rasotsave dagamagi yini;
sei kundalataya nirantara bhaji ami

"I constantly worship Kundalata, who, on mother Yasoda’s
order, brings Radha to the abode of the Queen of Vraja; who
satisfies Radhika on the way there by making fun with Her
about Krsna in a friendly mood, and who is always immersed in
an ocean of nectarean Krsna-katha."

VERSE 33:

vraje$varyanitarh bata rasavati-krtya-vidhaye
muda kamarh nandi$vara-giri-nikuiije pranayint |
chalaih krsnah radhaih dayitam abhi tarh sarayati ya
dhanistham tat-prana-priyatara-sakhirh tam kila bhaje

vrajesvarya - by queen Yasoda; anitam - being brought; bata -
indeed; rasavatt - kitchen; krtya - duties; vidhaye - for the sake of;
muda - gladly; kamam - for their own pleasure; nandisvara giri - the
mount Nandi$vara; nikufije - in a grove; pranayini - loving girl; chalaih
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- with tricks; krsnam - Krsna; radham - Radha; dayitam - beloved;
abhitam - close; sarayati - bringing; ya - who (fem.); dhanistham -
Dhanistha; tat - Their; prana - life; priyatara - dearmost; sakhim -
girlfriend; t@m - her; kila - certainly; bhaje - I worship.

"I worship Radha and Krsna’s dear most girlfriend
Dhanistha, who, under different pretexts, joyfully
arranges for Sri Radha and Krsna’s meeting in a kunja
on Mount Nandisvara, after Sri Radha was brought to
Nandis$vara town in the morning by Yasoda, the Queen of
Vraja, to cook for Krsna."

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sr1 Raghunatha’s heart is filled
with the sweetness of the companions of Vraja who have taken
shelter of the amorous mellow madhura rasa. adya eva paro
rasah "The greatest of transcendental mellows is the amorous
one."

Sri Krsna is amorous-rasa personified: Spigarah sakhi
martiman iva madhau mugdho harih kridati (Gita Govindam)

"O sakhi Radhe! In this sweet spring, Hari plays as if He is
erotic mellows personified!"

This embodiment of transcendental eros is fulfilled when He
relishes the mellows of the Vrajasundaris’ mahabhava. The
transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana is especially
fulfilled when He relishes the madana-rasa of Vrsabhanu-
nandini. In this regard 11 Radha’s heart’s friend Dhanistha is
the greatest support. In this verse Sr1 Raghunatha praises this
Dhanistha.

According to Si1 Ujjvala Nilamani, 11 Radha has five kinds
of sakhis: sakhis, nitya-sakhis, prana-sakhis, priya-sakhis and
parama-prestha-sakhis.
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Dhanistha is a sakhi and she is known to have a greater love
for Sr1 Krsna. sakhyah kusumika vindhya dhanisthadyah
prakirtitah (Ujjvala Nilamani)

"Kusumika, Vindhya and Dhanistha are sakhis. They are
known for their greater love for Sri Krsna.

"yah parvam sakhya ityuktas tas tu snehadhika harau
(Ujjvala Nilamani)

Dhanistha and Kundalata nourish the flavours of the Yugala-
pastimes by residing in Nanda’s abode. They are known as those
who expand Sr1 Krsna’s ecstatic love.

namami gunamdalam sri dhanistham subha rapinim. $ri
kundalatikam  krsna premananda vivardhinim (Paddhati
Pradipa)

When Kundalata takes Sri Radharani to Nanda’s abode to
cook, Dhanistha comes out of her inner quarters, where she was
waiting for 17 Radha. She then takes Srimati to Sri Yasoda.

In Sri Vilapa-Kusumaiijali-stava (61), Sri Raghunatha has
written:

praptam nija pranayini prakaraih paritam
nandisvaram vraja mahendra mahalayam tam
dare nirtksya mudita tvaritam dhanistha
tvam anayisyati kada pranayair mamagre

"When You arrive at Nandisvara, the great abode of Nanda,
the king of Vraja, You are surrounded by Your loving friends.
When will I then see Dhanistha quickly and lovingly taking You
inside in front of me, after she sees You coming from afar?"

In Nanda’s abode, all of Sri Radha’s activities, such as
cooking, eating Krsna’'s nectarean remnants and taking rest are
accomplished by Dhanistha.
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After Krsna and His friends have eaten and rested and Sii
Radha and Her girlfriends have eaten and taken rest, Dhanistha
accomplishes Sr1 Radha-Krsna’s amorous meeting in the Giri-
nikuiija-grove on Nandisvara Hill:

kinicid aice visakhayah karne tat-sanvamanyata
radhapy anumimite’sma tad dvayoh smita viksaya
sakhyau yad yuvayoh karnakarni sasmitam tksyate
mugdhayah kulavadhoa me tannatra Sreyast sthitih
ity utthaya svagehaya yantya vavre visakhaya
proce Sanka misenesta sprha kim sakhi siicyate
hasa khela’ssva savayo vrtetyaha vrajesvart
bhuktva ksanam avisramya yantt tam khedayisyasi
niskramyatam sakhi maya saha sadhu-paksa
dvarena satvaram imah khalu katacaryah
tad bandhujiva sumano nayana sprha’pi
parna bhavisyatitaram nirapayam eva
na jidsyate vrajapuradhipaya vrtha tvam
kim sankase sva grham evanayaiva vithya
ity adarad giri-guha sukha-sadma ninye
tam krsna kanti ruciram catura dhanistha

(Krsna Bhavanamrta 6.111-116)

Sri Vrajesvari cuddled Sri Radhika, giving Her different
garments, ornaments and unguents. Tungavidya whispered
something in Visakha's ear, making her giggle and shake her
head. Sri Radhika, Who saw this, understood what was on their
minds and said: "O sakhi Visakhe! O Tungavidye! I should not
stay here seeing you whispering in each other’s ears and
exchanging naughty glances with each other like that! You're
just infatuated housewives!"
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Then She got up to go home, but Visakha (stopped Her and)
said: "O sakhi! Are You indicating Your desires with this show
of fear? Why are You so disturbed by our whispering? Sakhi!
Vrajesvari told You to freely play, joke and lie down with Your
vayas (sakhis or Krsna)! Now, why do You make her sad by
disobeying this order, going straight home without even taking
a little rest after eating? Just make us happy by following her
order and by playing with Your vayas."

Then clever Dhanistha came and told Sii Radhika: "Sakhi!
Don't stay with them, they are very crooked! Come with me
through this secret side-door, quickly! Your desire to pick
Bandhujiva-flowers for sirya paja, or the desires of Krsna's
heart, (bandhu = Your friend Krsna and jiva = His heart, eyes
and mind to unite with You) will be fulfilled without hindrance!
O Sakhi! The Queen of Vraja will not find out. Don’t be vainly
afraid! Just come along with me down this path!", the clever
Dhanistha said and made Sri Radhika meet beautiful Krsna in
a blissful abode in a (solitary) cave of Nandi$vara Hill, behind
Vrajaraja’s garden, thus fulfilling Krsna’s long standing desire
to meet His hearts’ beloved Sri Radhika in a lonely place.

S17 Raghunatha says: "I worship this Dhanistha, who is Sri
Radha’s heart’s friend!"

paka karya anusthane yasoda radhake;
nityai anena $ri nandisvara parvate
kon chale srt radhaya nikuiija kanane;
nitya abhisare milaya $ri krsnera sane
radhikara prana sakhi sei to dhanistha;
tahare bhajibo ami hoye eka nistha

"T steadily worship Radhika’s heart’s friend Dhanistha, who
always brings Radha to the Sri Nandisvara Mount to cook for
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mother Yasoda and who always uses some pretext to unite Sri
Radha with Sri Krsna there in the mountain-woods."

VERSE 34:

avantitah kirteh sravana-bharato mugdha-hrdaya
pragadhotkanthabhir vraja-bhuvam urikrtya kila ya
muda radha-krsnojjvala-rasa-sukham vardhayati tai
mukhiih nandi-piirvai satatam abhivande pranayatah

avantitah - from Avantt; kirteh - of the glories; sravana - hearing;
bharatah - filled; mugdha - enchanted; hrdaya - heart; pragadha -
deeply; utkanthabhih - with great eagerness; vraja-bhuvanam - Vraja;
urtkrtya - having accepted; kila - certainly; ya - who; muda - gladly;
radha-krsna - Radha-Krsna; ujjvala - splendid (erotic); rasa - mellow;
sukham - happiness; vardhayati - increases; tam - her; mukhim nandi
parvam - named Nandimukhi; satatam - always; abhivande - praise;
pranayatah - with love.

I lovingly praise Nandimukhi, who became enchanted
after hearing about the great glories of Vraja-bhami and
left her native place Avantipura with great eagerness to
settle in Vraja, and who always joyfully increases Radha
and Krsna’s blissful erotic enjoyments.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: The sweetness of Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava’s most intimate pastimes can only be known through
the scriptures and it is directly experienced in the minds of the
great rasika swan-like saints who can relish Vraja-rasa.
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They see these pastimes through their love-saturated eyes,
relish them with their rasika-natures and float on the billowing
waves of transcendental bliss. The jiianis consider themselves
blessed when they experience brahman and the yogis consider
themselves blessed when they encounter the Witness, the
Paramatma. They are deprived, though, of the relish of the
pastimes of the Supreme Lord.

But even the devotees who worship the Lord with awe and
reverence cannot relish the sweet flavours of Vraja. The
sweetness of Vraja is the relishable wealth of the
madhuryopasakas, those who meditate on this transcendental
sweetness. When they experience this sweetness just once, they
consider everything else insignificant.

When Sandipani Muni’s daughter Nandimukhi became
greedy for that relishable sweetness she left her native place
Avantipura and vowed to live in Vraja.

Srila Riipa Gosvamipada introduces Nandimukhi to us as
follows:

nandimukhi gaura varna patta-vastra vidharini
sandipanih pita tasya mata ca sumukhi satt
bhrata madhumangalo’syah pawrnamast pitamahi
nana ratna bhasitangi kaisora vayasojjvala
nand sandhana kusala nana silpa vidhayini
dvayor milana naipunya sada prema yuta bhavet

(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 2, 98-100)

"Nandimukhi has a golden complexion and wears a silken
garment. Her father is Sandipani Muni and her mother the
chaste Sumukhi. Her brother is named Madhumangala and her
paternal grandmother Paurnamasi. She is decorated with
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different jewels and is shining with youthful beauty. She is
expert in establishing different meetings and various kinds of
sculpture, and she is always immersed in love for Radha and
Krsna."

Sri Raghunatha says: "Hearing about the glories of Vraja,
Nandimukhi became enchanted and eagerly left her native
place Avantipura to settle down in Vraja-dhama.

Eternal associates of the Lord, like the holy mother
Paurnamasi (who actually is Yogamaya, who can accomplish the
impossible in the Vraja-lila), her adolescent granddaughter
Kisori Nandimukhi and her grandson Madhumangala, the
embodiment of the mellow of laughter and the dear most friend
of $17 Krsna, they all appeared in Avantipura.

In due course of time, they all left Avanti-nagara to come to
Vraja and render their own favourite services. Still, to
accomplish the mellows of the human-like pastimes, they think
that they have come to Vraja-dhama, becoming attracted after
hearing about its great glories and thus they have settled down
there.

Such a deep attachment between the Lord and His devotees
cannot be found manifested in any other divine abode.

In Dvaraka-dhama, the Lord performs His pastimes
surrounded by His own energies (wives), but although it is said
in the Brahma-Sarhhita (sriyah kantah kantah paramah
purusah) that 11 Krsna is surrounded in Vrndavana by His
internal potency too as He performs His pastimes, still they are
performed in a pure extramarital mood.

Vraja-lila shows a much greater sweetness and a much
greater cleverness and variegatedness than the majestic Si1
Goloka-pastimes or the legally wedded pastimes of Dvaraka.

In Sri Vrndavana, $r1 Krsna performs His sweet pastimes by
taking shelter of His transcendental potency Yogamaya, who is
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expert in accomplishing the impossible. This Yogamaya creates
such an illusion in Sri Krsna’s innate potency, Sr1 Radha and the
Vrajasundarts, that they always consider themselves to be other
men’s adulterous wives and Krsna to be their paramour. i1
Krsna in return also considers them to be other men’s wives.

In this way Yogamaya assists $r1 Krsna and His energies in
relishing the mellows of transcendental pastimes by covering
over their awareness of Their true divine status.

There is no pastime that cannot be accomplished by Sri
Krsna, the master of yoga, who possesses inconceivable
opulences, but due to the great sweetness of His pastimes, He
forgets His own status and simply relishes the mellows of pure
love. Because Yogamaya accomplishes this work, she is said to
be able to accomplish the impossible.

In this way, the pastimes of pure love are possible only in
Vraja-dhama and therefore this Vraja-dhama is superior in
sweetness to all holy abodes.

And again, according to the particular love of His
companions, Sii Krsna performs a particular pastime: tatrapi
rasa visesa visista parikara vaisistyenavirbhava vaisistyam
drsyate (Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu)

One of the companions who nourish and create these kinds
of wonderfully relishable pastimes is Nandimukhi. Accepting
the role of one of $11-S17 Radha-Krsna’s friends in Their sweet
and relishable pastimes, Nandimukhi constantly causes the
ocean of Their erotic bliss to swell and increase and she herself
is also constantly lost in swimming in this ocean of bliss and
relish.

Just as the brahmana-lad Madhumangala plays a special role
amongst the cowherd boys, similarly the adolescent brahmana-
girl Nandimukhi plays a special assisting role amongst the
sakhits in many different relishable pastimes.
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All this can be beautifully experienced by reading lila-
granthas  like Sri Govinda-Lilamrta and S Krsna-
Bhavanamrta?.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I lovingly praise this Nandimukhi!"

vrajera mahima suni avanti chadiya;
vraje vasa kore yei gune mugdha hoiya
navina yugalera Srigara rasa keli;
vardhana korena yini hoiya kutaholi
vrajete vikhyata nama sei ‘nandimukhi’;
vandand koribo ami hoiya bodo sukhi

"In great joy I will praise Nandimukhi, who is very famous in
Vraja and who left her native place Avantipura to move to Vraja,
after having heard of its glories and thus becoming enchanted
by them, and who eagerly increases the blissful erotic pastimes
of the Adolescent Pair."

VERSE 35:

muda radha-krsna-pracura-jala-keli rasa-bhara-
skhalat-kastari-tad-ghusrna-ghana-carcarcita-jala
pramodat tau phana-smita-muditam Grmi-sphuta-kara-
$riya sificantiva prathayatu sukhar nas taranija

muda - happily; radha-krsna - Radha-Krsna; pracura - abundant;
jalakelr - water sports; rasabhara - filled with rasa; skhalat - falling;
kastirt - musk; tat - Their; ghusrna - vermilion; ghana - deep; carca -

22 Unfortunately we cannot elaborate on these pastimes,being afraid
that our book will become too large.
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unguents; arcita - worshipped; jala - water; pramodat - out of
jubilation; tau - they; phena - foam; smitam - smile; uditam - arises;
armi - waves; sphuta - manifest; kara - hands; sriya - with beauty;
sificanti - sprinkles; iva - as if; prathayatu - may expand; sukham -
happiness; nah - of us; taranija - the daughter of the sun.

May Yamuna, the daughter of the sun, whose waters
are muddled and scented by the musk and vermilion that
is washed off Radha and Krsna’s bodies as They play
great rasika-water sports there; who blissfully and mildly
smiles at Them with the smile of her foam and who softly
splashes Them with the hands of her waves, expand my
happiness!

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises the most fortunate daughter of the sun $ri Yamuna. aho
abhagyam tasya na pitam yamuna-jalam. go gopa gopika sange
yatra kridati kamsaha. yamuna-jala kallole sada kridati
madhava iti (Padma Purana) "O how unfortunate are they who
do not drink the water of the Yamuna, where Karhsa’s enemy
Krsna eternally sports with the cows, cowherd boys and
cowherd girls."

Madhava eternally plays in the billowing waters of the
Yamuna. Because the verb kridati’ is in the present tense, it
proves the eternality of Sri Krsna’s pastimes in the Yamuna.

The holy dhama is transcendental, beyond the mundane
creation, devoid of any material element, all-pervading,
omnipresent and great —

sarvaga ananta vibhu krana tanu sama (C.C.)

Actually the Yamuna is not just a river filled with water,
which is one of the five material elements. She carries
transcendental nectar. The Lord says in the Brhad-Gautamiya
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Tantra- pafica yojanam evasti vanam me deha-riapakam;
kalindiyam susumnakhya paramamrta vahini

"This Vrndavana, which extends over an area of ten miles, is
My very body and the Yamuna, which carries the topmost
divine nectar, is its spine."

This Yamuna, the carrier of the greatest nectar, is always
absorbed in the mellows of the ecstatic service to Sri Krsna and
exists in Vrndavana as the object of His great love. From the
words of the Sri Vrajasundaris, we also learn how Yamuna and
other rivers carry a sweet kind of love for Krsna:

nadyas tada tad upadharya mukunda gitam
avarta laksita manobhava bhagna vegah
alingana sthagitam armibhujair murarer
grhnanti pada-yugalam kamalopaharah

(Bhagavata 10.21.15)

"O sakhis! When the Yamuna, Manasa Ganga and other
rivers hear the flute song of Mukunda their minds are
enchanted and this causes their waves to stop moving and to
form whirlpools. They use their arm-like waves to embrace
Madana-Mohana’s lotus feet and offer lotus flowers to them,
carrying His lotus feet on their bodies."

Just as the loving devotees perform krsna-bhajana
themselves and thus increase the devotion of the devotees who
have taken shelter of them, similarly, Yamuna herself is
relishing the bliss of Krsna’s service and in this way also
increasing the devotion of the devotees.

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written:

mathurena mandalena carunabhimandita
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premanaddha vaisnavadhva vardhanaya pandita
armi dorvilasa padmanabha pada vandini
mam pundtu sarvadaravinda-bandhu nandini

(Stavamala)

"May the daughter of the friend of the lotus flowers (the sun),
who is beautifully decorated by the Vraja-mandala, who always
increases the raga-bhakti of the loving Vaisnavas and who is
dedicated to praising Padmanabha (Krsna)’s lotus feet with the
arms of her waves, always purify me."

$r Vrndavana’s river $r1 Yamuna is Sri Krsna’s most lovely
playground, and there is no comparison to her wealth of natural
beauty. From the descriptions in Gopala Campt, we learn that
Sri Nanda and the Vrajavasis decided to abandon Gokula when
they saw that different demons and monsters were constantly
threatening Sri Krsna. When they came to the bank of the
Yamuna in $r1 Vrndavana, the beauty of Vrndavana attracted
Sii Krsna’s heart even more.

rama-krsnau ca baddha trsnavasadi tatiropakanthavutkanthaya
bhuvi sakatad utplutau pluta samplutahvanatah sukha samanvitam
sakhinanvagvidhaya pratyagram api pratyagrayamana-vaicitri-
gahanam gahanam avagahamanau savyapasavyayoh pasyantau
carana caritam evdacaritavantau. tada kim anyad varnaniyam
samastam vrndavanam api krsnena sprstam hrstam eva nirniya
paramystam. tatra ca-
yad ganam vipinasya kokila kale nrtyam lata vibhrame
romnam utthitam ankure ca kavitam yogyan nidanad rte
tan mithya yadi krsna sangati vasat tasmins tatha varnyate
satyam tarhi sadapi tat tad akhilam yasmaddaridrsyate

(Ptrva Campih 9.63)
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"When Nanda and the other cowherders came to Vrmndavana
in their bullock-carts, they were very eager to see Vrndavana’s
beauty. Eagerly, Krsna and Balarama jumped from the cart and
loudly called Their friends. They ran forwards and plunged into
the ocean of Vrndavana’s natural beauty, looking left and right
in blissful astonishment as They wandered around. Vrndavana
reciprocated by horripilating of ecstasy when being touched by
S$i7 Krsna's lotus feet."

This is only relishable for the rasika-devotees when it is
confined to a poet’s poetic descriptions such as:

"The cuckoos sang in the fifth note, the vines playfully
danced in the wind and the sprouts showed goose bumps of
ecstasy".

Actually there is no reality in this at all. As soon as it becomes
Tinked’ to S17 Krsna the poetry of the poet crystallises and
reveals the real beauty of Vrndavana to the eyes."

In His pauganda-age (5-10 years), Sr1 Krsna chose the most
enchanting bank of the Yamuna to have a picknick with His
friends.

This is described in Srimad Bhagavata:

aho’ti ramyam pulinam vayasyah
sva keli sampan mrdulaccha balukam
sphutat saro gandha hriali patrika
dhvani pratidhvana lasad drumakulam

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.13.5)

"O friends! How enchanting is this beach! Everything
required for our games can be found here! There is soft and
clear sand here, the bees are buzzing, being attracted to the
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fragrance of the blooming lotus flowers, and there are rows of
trees here that are filled with birds whose songs echo all over
the place!"

In Krsna’s kaisora-age (10-15), the bank of the Yamuna was
the place where the crown jewel of all of Krsna’s pastimes, the
Rasa-lila, took place.

tah samadaya kalindya nivisya pulinam vibhuh.
vikasat kunda mandara surabhyanila sat-padam
Saraccandramsu sandoha dhvasta dosatamah sivam.
krsnaya hasta taralacita komala balukam

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.32.11-12)

"Desiring to enjoy the Rasa-lila, 11 Krsna took the gopis
along to the bank of the Yamuna, where the autumnal moon
extended his soft rays and removed the darkness of night, where
the wind carried the fragrance of blooming Kunda- and
Mandara-flowers that attracted the humming bees that
wandered from flowerbunch to flowerbunch, and where the
soft sand of the beach is equally spread out by Yamuna’s wave-
like hands."

After performing the most rasika-Sri-Sri Rasa-lila on the
bank of the Yamuna, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava performed water
sports in her waters with the gopis. S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava
played extensively in the water like a mad elephant and she-
elephant, and so the water of the Yamuna became muddled and
scented with the vermilion, musk and sandalwood pulp that was
washed off Their bodies. With a most blissful heart Yamuna
attended the water sports of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their
gopi-friends and sprinkled Their bodies with the hands of her
waves, that were beautified with the smile of her foam.
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Sripﬁda Raghunatha dasa says: "May that daughter of the
sun, Kalindi, increase the wealth of my ecstatic love".

Sripﬁda Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written: kalindi salile
ca tat kuca-tatt kasturika pankile snayam snayam aho
kudehaja-malam ~ jahyam  kada nirmalah (Radha Rasa
Sudhanidhi 60)

"When will I wash off the dirt from my dirty body (and my
identification with it) while repeatedly bathing in the water of
the Kalindi, which is muddled by the musk coming from Sri
Radharant’s nipples, and be blessed by relishing the mellows of
devotion with a pure heart and deep absorption in my siddha-
svaripa?"

paraspara anandete $ri radha govinda

yamunaya jala keli korile arambha
kasturt kunkuma candana duhun anga hoite;
skhalita hoiya pade jala pravahete
anande phena ripa mrdu manda hasye;

taranga rapa hasta dvara atwa ullase

$ri radha govinde yiho abhiseka kore;

bhagyavatt pravahini sei to yamund;

sukha sampad vrddhi koro ei to prarthana

"May the fortunate river Yamuna, who is also known as
Kalindi, the daughter of the sun, where Sri Radha-Govinda
blissfully begin Their water sports; whose current washes the
vermilion, musk and sandal paste off Their bodies and who
most blissfully sprinkles S$ri Radha-Govinda with the hands of
her waves, increase the wealth of my ecstatic love - this is my
prayer!"
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VERSE 36:

sarvananda-kadambakena harina prag yacita apy amah
svairam caru riramsaya rahasi yah krodhad anadrtya tam
prana-prestha-sakhim nijam anudinam tenaiva sardharh muda
radham sarhramayanti tah priya-sakhi miardhna prapadyetaram

sarvananda - all-blisstul; kadambakena - by an abundance; harina
- by Hari; prag - before; yacita - begged; api - even; amith - them;
svairam - own; caru - lovely; riramsayda - with the desire to make love;
rahasi - in private; yah - who; krodhad - out of anger; anadrtya - have
disrespected; tam - Her; prana - life-airs; prestha - beloved; sakhim -
girlfriend; nijam - own; anudinam - every day; tena - by him; eva -
certainly; sarddham - along with; muda - gladly; radham - Radha;
samramayanti - makes love; tah - they; priya - beloved; sakhih -
girlfriends; mardhna - on the head; prapadyetaram - follow.

I carry Sri Radha’s dear most girlfriends, who blissfully
make Sri Radhika everyday meet Sri Hari, the reservoir
of all transcendental bliss, although He previously
begged them for separate personal meetings with Him,
on my head.

Stavamrta Kana Vyiakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Sri Radha’s sakhis.

yathayos tu yayoh santi koti-sankhya mrgi-drsah (Ujjvala
Nilamani) "There are millions of doe-eyed sakhis in the parties
of both Radha and Candravali."

Following this statement of Ujjvala Nilamani, it is impossible
to praise the innumerable different sakhis of Sri Radha by
name, so they are praised collectively in this verse.

The love of the gopikas is completely devoid of desires for
personal happiness.
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atma-sukha duhke gopira nahika vicara;

krsna sukha hetu cesta mano vyavahara.
krsna lagi ara saba kori parityaga;

krsna sukha hetu kore suddha anuraga

(c.Cc)

"The gopis don’t bother about their own happiness or
distress. Their thoughts and endeavours are just fixed on
Krsna’s happiness. For Krsna’s sake, they have given up
everything else. For Krsna’s pleasure, they love Him with pure
passion."

yad asyam krsna saukhyartham eva kevalam udyamah
(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu)

"All their activities are performed simply for Krsna's
pleasure."

Just as Sr1 Radha and the Vrajasundaris only desire the
happiness of Sri Krsna, similarly, $r1 Radha’s girlfriends only
desire the happiness of $1i-S17 Radha-Krsna.

The love of those who desire the sweet amorous mood of a
Yathesvari (gopi-groupleader), who is a nayika-bhavavatt
(amorous heroine) is known as sakhi bhava. The sakhis are
happy when they can arrange for the meeting with their own
Yiathesvari with Krsna; they do not desire independent
meetings with Him.

sakhira svabhava eka akathya kathana;
krsna saha nija llaya nahi sakhira mana
krsna saha radhikdara lila ye koraya;
nija keli hoite tahe koti sukha paya
radhara svaripa - krsna prema kalpalata;
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sakhi gana hoy tara pallava puspa pata
krsna-lilamrta yadi latake sificaya;
nija seka hoite pallavadyera koti sukha hoy

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 8)

"The nature of the sakhis is really indescribable - they do not
desire personal pastimes with Krsna. They find millions of
times more happiness in the pastimes they arrange between
Radhika and Krsna than in their own pastimes with Krsna.
Radha is by nature a wish-yielding vine of love for Krsna and
the sakhis are the tender leaves and flowers on this vine. When
the nectar of Krsna's pastimes is sprinkled on this vine, it
pleases the leaves and flowers millions of times more than if
they were sprinkled themselves."

sakhyah $ri radhikaya vraja kumuda vidhor hladini nama sakteh
saramsa-premavalyah kisalaya-dala puspadi tulyah svatulyah
siktayam krsna lilamrta rasa nicayair ullasantyam amasyam

jatollasah svasekacchata gunam adhikam santi yat tan na citram

(Govinda Lilamrta 10.16)

(Nandimukhi told Vrnda:) "These girlfriends, who are equal
to Sri Radhika, are the pleasure potency (hladini-sakti) of Sri
Krsna, Who is like the moon for the lily-like gopis. The essence
of this potency is prema, love of God. This love is personified
by Sri Radha and they are the sprouts, leaves and flowers of this
vine. When this love-vine is sprinkled by the nectar of Krsna’s
pastimes, they become a hundred times happier than if they
would be sprinkled themselves! This is not so astonishing!"

nirupadhi priti-para sadrst sukha duhkayoh
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vayasya bhavad anyonya hrdayajiia sakht bhavet

(Alankara Kaustubha 5.279)

"They who have dedicated themselves to causeless love, who
are equal and happiness and distress and who know each other’s
hearts due to their loving mutual friendship, are called sakhis."

svatmano’pyadhikam prema kurvananyo nyam acchalam
visrambhint vayo-vesadibhis tulya sakht mata

(Ujjvala Nilamani Dati Prakarana 70)

"They who love each other greatly and unambiguously, who
can trust each other completely, and who are equal in age and
dress are called each others’ girlfriends."

Vrndavanesvari Radha has five kinds of sakhis:

sakhis, nitya-sakhis, prana-sakhis, priya-sakhis and parama-
prestha sakhis.

Kusumika, Vindhya, Dhanistha and others are sakhis,
Kasturi, Mani Maiijari and others are nitya-sakhis, Sasimukhi,
Vasanti and others are prana-sakhis, Kurangaksi, Sumadhya
and others are priya-sakhis and Lalita, Visakha and others are
parama-prestha-sakhis.

In previous verses Si1 Raghunatha has praised the sakhis like
Lalita, Visakha and Dhanistha, and after this verse he will also
praise the manjaris, who are nitya-sakhis and prana-sakhis.
Therefore, in this verse, he praises all of 11 Vrndavanesvarts
different other sakhis collectively.

The joyful meeting between $r1 Krsna and Sri Radha is the
pinnacle of bliss to them. They do not covet personal meetings
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with SiT Krsna. If by chance such a situation arises, in other
words, if S17 Krsna privately expresses His desire for intimacy
with them, then they disrespect Him with loving anger and float
in an ocean of bliss while arranging for the meeting of Si1
Radhika and Sri Krsna. Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I always
carry these dear most girlfriends of Sr1 Radha on my head."

sarvananda $ri govinda ekanta nirjane;
svacchanda vihara lagi kore nivedane
kintu yara pranaya kope kore pratyakhyana;
sri radhaya milaiya ullasita hon
prandadhika sri radhara sei sakhigane;
mastake bohon kori ati harsa mane

"With a blissful mind I carry Sri Radha’s heart-friends, who
may be petitioned in private by the all-blissful $ri Govinda for
free enjoyment, but who will then refuse Him with loving anger
and blissfully arrange for His meeting with Sri Radha instead,
on my head."

VERSE 37:

premna ye paribantanena kalitah seva-sadaivotsukah

kurvanah paramadarena satatarh dasa vayasyopamah |

varmsi-darpana-datya-vari-vilasat-tambila-vinadibhih
pranesai paritosayanti paritas tan patri-mukhyan bhaje

premna - with love; ye - who; paribantanena - by dividing; kalitah
- accepted; sevah - devotional service; sadd - always; eva - only;
utsukah - eager; kurvanah - doing; paramadarena - with the greatest
respect; satatam - constantly; ddsa - servants; vayasya - friend;
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upamah - comparing; vamsi - flute; darpana - mirror; datya -
message-carrying; vari - water; vilasat - shining; tambila - betel
leaves; ving - a stringed instrument; adibhih - and through other
means; pranesam - the Lord of their life; paritosayanti - they please;
paritah - everywhere; tan - they; patri - Patri; mukhyan - leading;
bhaje - T worship.

I worship Sri Krsna’s servants, headed by Patri, who
always please Him by handing Him His flute, a mirror,
water, camphor-scented betel leaves, by playing the Vina
(a stringed instrument) or by carrying messages for Him;
who have lovingly divided all these services amongst
each other; who are most affectionally dedicated to the
service of the Lord of their lives with body, mind and
words and who are equal to His friends, although they
are always eager to serve Him.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Raktaka, Patraka and all the other servants
of Krsna in Vraja.

dasas tu prasritas tasya nidesa vasa vartinah. visvastah
prabhutajinana vinamrita dhiyas ca te (Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu
3.2.16)

"The servants keep their eyes lowered, follow the orders of
the Lord, are trustworthy, and have a very humble attitude,
considering Krsna to be their Lord."

According to Srila Riipa Gosvamipada, Sr1 Krsna has four
kinds of servants - adhikrta, asrita, parisada and anuga. catur
dhami adhikrtasrita parisadanugah (ibid,18).

Brahma, Mahadeva and Indra are amongst the adhikrta-
dasas. There are three kinds of asritas: saranya, jiianicara and
seva-nistha.
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Kaliya and the kings who were imprisoned by Jarasandha are
among the Saranyas, Saunaka and other sages are among the
jhanicaras, Candradhvaja, Harihaya, Bahulasva, Iksvaku,
Srutadeva and Pundarika are among the seva-nisthas and
Uddhava, Daruka and Jaitra are among the parisadas.

There are two kinds of anugas: those in Dvaraka and those
in Vraja. Sucandra and Mandana are among the servants in
Dvaraka, and Raktaka, Patraka, Patri, Madhukantha,
Madhuvrata, Rasala, Suvilasa, Premakanda, Marandaka,
Ananda, Candrahasa, Payoda, Bakula, Rasada and Sarasa are
some of Krsna’s servants in Vraja. Their forms are just as
beautiful as their names —

manimaya vara mandanojjoalangan

purata java madhulit patira bhasah
nija vapur anurapa divya vastran

vrajapati nandana kinkaran namami

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.2.43)

"T offer my obeisances unto Sri Nanda-Nandana’s servants,
whose bodies are brightened by shimmering jewelled
ornaments, who possess enchanting complexions of gold, Java-
flowers (blood-red), bumblebees, sandalwood and others and
who are beautified by divine garments exactly fitting their

bodies."

Their service is also full of eagerness:

drutam kuru pariskrtam bakula! pita pattamsukam
varair agurubhir jalam racaya vasitam varida
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rasala parikalpayor agalata dalair vitikah
paraga patali gavam disam arundha paurandarim

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.2.44)

"O Bakula! Quickly wash this yellow silken dhoti! O Varida!
Scent this water with the most excellent aguru-perfume! O
Rasalal Prepare betel leaves, for the eastern direction is
covered with dust thrown up by the hooves of the cows!"

Because the service of the servants in Vraja is full of deep
affection, Sripﬁda Dasa Gosvami has called them
vayasyopamah, "just like friends".

According to Srila Ripa Gosvamipada, the sthayi-bhava of
dasya-rasa is sambhrama-priti, and he has defined that
sambhrama-priti as follows:

sambhramah prabhuta jianat kampas cetasi sadarah.
anenaikyam gata pritih sambhrama-pritir ucyate. esa rase’tra
kathita sthayi-bhavataya budhaih (B.R.S. 3.2.76)

"When the heart trembles out of respect for the Lord, it is
called sambhrama, and the love that attains oneness with this is
called sambhrama-priti. This sambhrama-priti is called the
sthayi-bhava of this rasa (dasya-rasa)."

It is therefore certain that there is some awe and reverence
in dasya rasa. But Srimat Jiva Gosvami has written —

§ri vraja-sthanam tu madhuryaikamaya eva. athapyesam
priter bhaktitvam $ri  goparaja kumara parama guna
prabhavatvadi naivadara sambhavat.

"But the sthayi-bhava of the servants in Vraja consists of
service rendered only in a mood of sweetness".

One may argue here: "Without some feeling of awe and
reverence, a servant-attitude can simply not come to pass. If
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there is no feeling in the servants of Vraja that Krsna is the
Lord, then how can their dasya-bhakti be accomplished?"

For this reason Sri Jiva says; "Although they feel a sweet love
for Krsna, their service attitude is accomplished because they
honour Krsna as the son of the king of Vraja, who is very
qualified and powerful."

Not one of the Vrajavasis can see Krsna as God. In dasya-
rasa, there is some respect for Him, though, as the son of the
king, therefore Sri Raghunatha das Gosvami has called them
vayasya-tulya or equal to His friends.

They lovingly divide the services for Krsna amongst each
other: such as handing Him His flute or His mirror, carrying
messages for Him, serving Him water or camphor-scented
betel leaves or by playing the Vina for Him.

In this way, they accomplish Krsna’s satisfaction.

S17 Raghunatha says: "I worship these servants, headed by
Patri, who are always eager to render devotional service."

premavese krsna-seva kore ratri dine;
paraspara sevd karya koriya bantane
vamst, darpana, datya-kriya, karpara, tambala;
paricarya kore yara samayanukila
suvasita jala bhogya upakarana yoto;
vinag-vadya yantra yaha krsna abhimata
krsnera marama bujhi paricarya kore;
bhagyavan krsna dasa brahmanda bhitore
sei vayasya tulya patri adi dasa gana;
sarvada bhajibo ami ei mora mana

"I wholeheartedly worship Patri and the other servants of Sri

Krsna, who lovingly engage in Krsna’s service day and night and
who have divided these services amongst each other. They hand
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Him His flute and His mirror, carry messages for Him and
serve Him camphor and betel leaves as is fit for the time of the
day or year. They give Him enjoyable things like scented water
and play the Vina exactly as Krsna likes it. They serve Krsna
perfectly because they know exactly how He feels. These
servants of Krsna, who are comparable to His friends, are the
most fortunate creatures of the world!!"

VERSE 38:

tambualarpana-pada-mardana-payo-danabhisaradibhir
vrndaranya-mahesvariih priyataya yas tosayanti priyah |
prana-prestha-sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita-bhamikah
keli-bhiimisu ripa-maiijari-mukhas ta dasikah sarsraye

tambila - betel leaves; arpana - offering; pada - feet; mardana -
massaging; payah - water; dana - giving; abhisara - love-journey;
adibhih - and with various other things; vrndaranya - Vrndavana;
mahesvarum - the great queen; priyataya - out of love; yah - who
tosayanti - please; priyah - beloveds; prana - life; prestha - beloved;
sakhi-kulad - than all the girlfriends; api - even; kila - certainly;
asankocita - free from hesitation; bhamikah - the objects; keli - play;
bhamisu - on the grounds; ripa manjart mukhah - headed by Ripa
Maiijart; ¢a@ - they; dasikah - maidservants; samsraye - I take shelter.

"I take shelter of Sri Radhika’s maidservants, headed
by Ripa Manjari, who always engage in serving betel
leaves, massaging the feet, serving water, and arranging
for the Divine Couple’s secret trysts. These maidservants
are even more dear to the great Queen of Vrndaranya

(Sri Radhika) than the prana-prestha-sakhis (the
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girlfriends who are dearer to Her than life), and She is
therefore not at all shy before them!"

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada Dasa
Gosvami praises the maiijaris, the maidservants of Sri Radha
who have a greater love for Radha and who are led by Ripa
Mafijar.

Of the aforementioned five kinds of sakhis, they are the
prana-sakhis and the nitya-sakhis.

yah parvam prana-sakhyas ca nitya sakhyas ca kirtitah.
sakhi-snehadhika jiieyas ta evatra manisibhih

(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 134)

"The sakhis who 1 previously glorified as prana-sakhis and
nitya-sakhis are considered to be more affectionate towards the
heroine."

tadiyatabhimaninyo yah sneham sarvadasritah.
sakhyam alpadhikam krsnat sakhi snehadhikam tu tah

(ibid. 131)

"Any sakhi who thinks ‘we are yours’, who thus always shows
affection for Sri Radha, and who has a little more affection for
17 Krsna’s beloved Sii Radha than for Sri Krsna Himself, is
called sakhi-snehadhika."

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has given this example:

viramatu tava vrnde datya caturya caryd
sahacari vinivrtya bruhi gosthendra sainum
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visama visadhareyam sarvari pravrsenya
katham iha girikufije bhirur esa praheya

(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 132)

"One of Sri Radha’s foremost prana-sakhis forbade Vimda to
send Her on Her love-journey, saying: ‘O friend Vrnde! Let
your clever message-carrying rest here! Go away from here and
tell Gosthendra-Nandana that this is a monsoon-night and
there are poisonous snakes slithering around! How can we send
our frightened friend Sr1 Radha to that mountain-cave? He is
able to defeat snakes like Kaliya, so let Him come this way
Himself in secret!™

These prana-sakhis and nitya-sakhis, who have a greater love
for Radha, are known as masijaris. Although they belong to the
five classes of sakhis they are maidservants who are always
engaged in the service of S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava. Hence it is
said:

tambalarpana  pada-mardana  payodanabhisaradibhir
vrndaranya mahesvarim priyataya yas tosayanti priyah

"By offering Her betel leaves, massaging Her feet, giving Her
water and escorting Her on Her love-journeys, they always
satisfy the great queen of Vrndavana!"

Srila Thakura Mahasaya has written:

caudike sakhira majhe,  radhikara ingite,
ciruni loiya kore dhari

kutila kuntala sab, vithariya ancarab
bonaibo vicitra kavari
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"While I am surrounded by sakhis, I take a comb in my hand,
and on Her indication, I start to comb all of Radhika’s curly
hairs with a comb, binding it into a wonderful braid."

mrgamada malayaja, sab ange lepabo,
poraibo manohara hara
candana kunkume, tilaka bonaibo,
herabo mukha sudhakara

"T will anoint Her whole body with musk and sandalwood
pulp and adorn Her with an enchanting necklace. I will make a
tilaka for Her with sandalwood pulp and vermilion and look at
Her moon-like face."

nila pattambara, yatane pordibo,
paye dibo ratana maijire
bhrigarera jale, anga carana dhoyaibo,

muchdaibo apana cikure

"I will diligently dress Her in Her blue silken sadi and place
jewelled anklebells on Her feet. I will wash Her reddish feet
with water from a jug and dry them off with my hairs."

kusuma komala dale, Seja vichaibo,
Sayana korabo donhakare
dhavala camara ani, myrdu mrdu vijabo,
charamita duhuka sarire

"T will make a bed of soft flower petals for Them both and

then I will make Them lie down, bring a white whisk-fan and
start softly fanning Their exhausted bodies."
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kanaka samputa kori, karpara tambala bhori,
yogaibo donhdra vadane
adhara sudharase, tambiila suvase,

bhokhabo adhika yatane
(Prarthana)

"I will fill a golden box with camphor and betel leaves and
place these delicacies in Their mouths. Afterwards I will enjoy
even more diligently after Their lip-nectar has scented these
betel leaves."

The maiijaris consist of nothing but the transcendental
mellow of devotional service. Their hearts are dedicated to
devotional service, and without service they do not know
anything else. Because of their steadiness and fixation in the
mellow of service, we can see that they are even more trusted
by the Yugala in Their coming and going to Their private places
of kunija-vildsa than the sama-sneha® parama-prestha-sakhis
like Sr7 Lalita.

prana prestha sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita bhamikah kel
bhamisu. The purport of this is that all the five kinds of sakhis
that we have discussed in the past are happy to arrange for Si1
Radharants meeting with $17 Krsna and none of them either
desire or endeavour to have independent meetings with Him.
Nevertheless Sri Radha sometimes desires to arrange for Sri
Krsna to have intercourse with Lalita and the sakhis -

yadyapi sakhira krsna sangame nahi mana;
tathapi radhika yatne koraya sangama

23 sama-sneha sakhis have equal affection for Radha and Krsna. ed.
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nana chale krsne preri savigama koraya;
atma-krsna-sanga hoite koti sukha paya

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Chapter 8)

"Although the sakhis have no interest in personal intercourse
with Krsna, still Radhika carefully arranges for their meetings
with Him. With different pretexts, She urges Krsna to have
intercourse with them and thus She attains millions of times
more happiness than if She would personally unite with Krsna."

But although the maiijaris are in the class of the sakhis, they
never have sexual intercourse with Krsna, due to their fixation
in a pure service-attitude. Even if Sr1 Krsna makes a pass at
them or even if their own Yithesvaris are eager for them to do
this, they never desire personal intercourse with Sr1 Krsna.

ananya $ri radha padakamala dasyaika rasadhi
hareh sange rangam svapana samaye na’pi dadhati
balat krsna karpasakabhidi kim apy acarati ka-

py udasrur meveti pralapati mamatma ca hasati
(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 16,94)

"The maidservants, who are exclusively devoted to the
service of Sri Radha’s lotus feet, which are like an ocean of
nectar, do not enjoy with Sri Hari even in their dreams. When
Krsna forcibly pulls at their bodices, they cry out: ‘No, nol’,
while Radhika watches and laughs."

By laughing, Sr1 Radha shows that she approves of SriKrsna’s
actions.
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In his Ananda-Candrika-tika of Sri Ujjvala Nilamani,
Nayaka-Sahaya-Bheda-prakarana, verse 15, Srimat Visvanatha
Cakravartipada has written —

yadyapi sakhyo hi sva sva yathesvarinam sri radhadinam
eva $ri krsnanga sanga-sukhena sukhinyah na tu svasam, tad
api tah samanyato dvidha bhavati - prema-saundarya-
vaidagdhyadinam adhikyena $ri krsnasyati lobhaniya gatryas
tesam nyiinatvena tasyanati-lobhantya gatryas ca. tata eva sva
yathesvarinam apyagrahadhikyac ca kadacit sri krsnanga
sanga sprhavatyo’pi bhavanti, tas ca lalitadyah parama prestha
sakhydadayah. uttaram tu tad dvayabhavat kadapi krsnanga
sanga sprhavatyo na bhavanti, tas ca kasturyadayo nitya
sakhyah

"Although the sakhis are happy when they can arrange for
the meetings of their Yathesvaris with $11 Krsna and do not
desire the bliss of personal union with Him, still we can
generally distinguish two kinds of them. To the first belong
those who have bodies that are very attractive for Sr1 Krsna
because they have more love, beauty and cleverness, and to the
second belong those whose bodies are not so attractive to Him
because they have less love, beauty etc.

Of them, the first are Lalita and other parama-prestha-
sakhis, who desire bodily intercourse with S Krsna because of
the great eagerness of their Yathesvaris, and the second group
is never eager to meet with Krsna, even if He requests it and
their Yathesvaris are eager to accomplish their meetings also.
They are the nitya-sakhis or maiijaris like Kasturi."

The purport of this is that, according to the kind and the
amount of the devotees’ love, the Lord is greedy to taste the
flavours of his/her love. The love of the sama-sneha-sakhis can
allow their Yathesvari Radha to agree with their bodily
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intercourse with SiT Krsna, and the desire to unite with them
may also awaken in the heart of Sr1 Krsna.

But the love of the maiijaris, who are exclusively fixed in a
service-attitude, will not make them desire to unite with Sri
Krsna even in dreams, what to speak of in a wakeful state!
Therefore Sii Krsna will also never desire to unite with them.
If He requests them to unite with Him, than it is only an
external show, or done as a joke, it is never real.

S Radha’s efforts to make them unite with Krsna should
similarly be seen as an external act or as a mere joke.

Because of the complete purity of their attitude, Sri Radha
has accepted the maifijaris as Her own Self, so that they
automatically gain free access to all the places where the Sri
Yugala meets and performs pastimes.

The Sri Yugala considers them to be like the embodiments
of Their absorption in Their erotic pastimes. Because of this
exclusive privilege, the manjaris are situated in the highest
position in the kingdom of prema. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas
perform their bhajana in allegiance to them. This is the
unprecedented merciful gift of Sriman Mahaprabhu.

$ri rigpa manjari sara, $ri rati manijari ara,
labanga manjari manjulali

§rt rasa maiijari sange,  kasturika adi range,
prema sevd kore kutithole

"T will eagerly render loving service with Sii Riipa Maiijari,
Sri Rati Maiijari, Labanga Mafijari, Manjulali Maiijari, Sri Rasa
Maiijari, Kasturika and others. "

e sab anuga hoiya, prema seva nibo caiya,
ingite bujhibo sab kaje.
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riipa gune dagamagi, sada hobo anuragi,
vasati koribo sakht majha

"Following all of them, I will beg for devotional service,
understanding what to do simply by receiving their hints. I will
always float in the forms and attributes of the Divine Pair and
live amongst the sakhis."

vrndavane dui jana, catur dike sakhigana
samaya bujhiya rasa sukhe
sakhira ingita hobe, camara dhulabo kobe,
tambala yogabo canda mukhe

"The Divine Pair of Vrndavana is surrounded by Their
girlfriends. Understanding the time has come, I will, by the
indication of the sakhis, fan Them with a whisk-fan or place
betel leaves in Their moon-like mouths in rasika-bliss."

yugala carana sevi, nirantara ei bhavi,
anuragi thakibo saday
sadhane bhavibo yaha,  siddha dehe pabo taha,

raga pathera ei se upaya

"I will always think about the lotus feet of the Yugala Kisora
and remain passionately devoted to them. Whatever I think of
during my practice I will get in my siddha-deha. These are the
ways of raganuga bhakti."

éripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of these
maidservants of Sri Radha, headed by Rupa Maiijari!"

In many ways and many places in this Stavavali, one can see
Sri Raghunatha thus speaking of the Yugala-seva and Sri
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Rapanugatya-bhajana. All this will become known to us at the
proper places.

tambala dana, pada mardana, jala danadite;
nitya abhisare radhaya kore paritrpte
prana prestha yoto sakhi lalita pradhana;
tanhdadera ho’te yara sevate praving
nihsankoca citte tai rahah keli sthane
sevd karye kore yara gamanagamane
$§ri rapa manjart adi radha dasigane;
asraya loiya bhaji ei mora mane

"In my mind I worship Sri Radha’s maidservants, headed by
Sri Riipa Manjari, who satisfy Her by serving Her betel leaves
and water, massaging Her feet and escorting Her on Her love-
journeys. They are even more expert in devotional service than
Sri Radhika’s heart’s friends, headed by Lalita, and they can
freely come and go in and out of the places, where the Divine
Pair perform Their intimate pastimes, to render their services
there."

VERSE 39:

troikrtya spharam sukha-jaladhi-saram sphutam api
svakiyarh premnarh ye bhara-nikara-namra muraripoh
sukhabhasam $asvat prathayitum alarh praudha-kutukad
ghatante tan dhanyan param iha bhaje madhava-ganan

trntkrtya - making it insignificant like a blade of grass; spharam -
increasing; sukha - bliss; jaladhi - ocean; saram - essence; sphutam -
fully blooming; api - even; svakiyam - own; premnam - with love; ye -
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what; bhara - filled; nikara - multitude; namra - humble; muraripoh
- of Krsna; sukha - happiness; abhasam - manifestation; Sasvat -
constantly; prathayitum - to manifest; alam - greatly; praudha -
increased; kutukad - out of eagerness; yatah - from where; te - they;
tan - them; dhanyan - the fortunate ones; param - greatly; iha - in
Vraja; bhaje - I worship; madhava - Madhava; ganan - the group.

I worship the most fortunate associates of Madhava,
who consider the nectar of their own happiness to be as
insignificant as blades of grass and who always humbly
and lovingly strive to expand Krsna’s happiness.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises all the associates of Krsna in Vraja, both the
famous and the less well-known.

Forgetting all their desires for personal happiness they have
dedicated their bodies, minds and hearts to Sri Krsna's
pleasure.

yad dhamartha suhrt priyatma tanaya pranasayas tvat krte
(Bhagavata 10.14.35)

"These Vrajavasis have engaged their bodies, homes, wealth,
children and hearts all for $17 Krsna."

na gani apana duhka, sabe vaiichi tara sukha,
tara sukhe amara tatparya

(C.Cc)

"I do not count my own sorrow. I just desire His happiness.
His happiness is my goal!"
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Only the Vrajavasis can say that, no one else. It is the nature
of devotion that the devotees’ thoughts are centered around the
Lord’s happiness.

visayanukalyatmakas tadanukalyanugata tat sprha tad anubhava
hetukollasamaya jiana visesah priyata
(Priti Sandarbha - 61 Anuh)

"To accomplish something favourable (i.e. happiness) for the
object of love is the very life of love. The desire then awakens
in the lover to arrange for anything which is favourable to the
beloved’s happiness.”

Then, when the devotee feels that Krsna is happy, he/she is
also happy. The devotee has no independent desire for
happiness. Above that, in Vraja-bhakti there is no awareness of
the Lord’s opulence and majesty. All this prowess and majesty
is forgotten, so according to his/her own relationship with the
Lord, the devotee thinks: mora putra mora sakha mora prana-
pati "He is my son, He is my friend, He is my lover."

Then all kinds of anxiety about Krsna’s welfare awaken
within the heart of the Vraja-lover.

"How will I accomplish Sri Krsna’s happiness?"

The devotee’s consciousness is absorbed in this thought.
Thus they consider their own happiness as insignificant as
blades of grass and only show great endeavours to expand Sri
Krsna’s happiness. Gradually their whole consciousness
becomes centered around thoughts of Sri Krsna’s happiness,
and they forget all about their own happiness. Hence the
mahdjanas have said:

vrajera visuddha prema,
yeno jambunada hema,
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atma sukha yaha nahi gandha
(c.c,)

"The love of Vraja is as pure as Jambunada-gold - there is not
even a whiff of personal happiness here."

Just as there is no stain in Jambunada-gold, there is also no
stain in the love of Vraja, that is completely unmotivated and
free from desires for personal happiness.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship these fortunate
associates of Sr1 Krsnal"

Sripﬁda Prabodhananda Sarasvati has shown a certain
distinction between the different devotees who perform
bhajana in allegiance to the Lord’s associates in Vraja-

dhanyo loke mumuksur hari bhajana paro dhanya dhanyas tato’sau
dhanyo yah krsna padambuja rati paramo rukminisa priyo’tah
yasodeya priyo’tah subala-suhrt ato gopi-kanta priyo’tah
$ri vrndavanesvaryati rasa vivasaradhakah sarva mirdhni

(S Vrndavana Mahimamrta 2.34)

"Those who desire liberation from this world are certainly
fortunate; those who worship Lord Hari are more fortunate,
and those who are most attached to Krsna’s lotus feet are again
more fortunate. More fortunate than them are the beloveds of
the husband of Rukmini; more praiseworthy than them are the
beloveds of the son of Yasoda; more fortunate than them are
the beloveds of the friend of Subala, and again more fortunate
than them are those who surrender to the worship of Gopijana-
Vallabha (Krsna, the lover of the gopis). But above all of them
are the worshippers of the most overwhelming supreme rasa of
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the Queen of Vrndavana. In other words: the devotees who are
in the mood of Sri Radha’s maidservants!"

Absorbed in the feelings of the Lord’s associates in Vraja, Sri
Raghunatha desires their worship.

trna tulya tuccha bhavi nija sukha yoto;
prema bhare hoye yara sada avanata
pranandatha govindera sukha pusti tare;
satata ananda mane koto yatna kore
$ri krsnera parivara dhanya bhaktagane;
bhajana koribo sada ei mora mane

" always yearn to worship the blessed devotees in SriKrsna’s
entourage, who consider any kind of personal happiness to be
as insignificant as blades of grass; who always bow down in
loving humility and who always ecstatically endeavour to
nourish the happiness of the Lord of their lives, Govinda."

VERSE 40:

tasyah ksanadarsanato mriyante
sukhena tasyah sukhino bhavanti |
snigdhah pararh ye krta-punya-puiijah
pranesvari-prestha-ganan bhaje tan

tasyah - theirs; ksana - moment; adarsanatah - from not seeing;
mriyante - they are dying; sukhena - with happiness; tasyah - her;
sukhina - happy; bhavanti - they are; snigdhah - pleasant; param -
greatest; ye - who; krta - done; punya - grace, or merit; pufijah -
abundance; pranesvari - queen of the heart; prestha - beloveds; ganan
- the hosts; bhaje - I worship; tan - them.
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I worship Sri Radha’s beloved maidservants, who are
like dead when they don’t see Her for even a moment;
who consider themselves to be most happy when Sri
Radha is happy; who are very softhearted and who have
performed so many pious activities.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises the most intimate friends of Srimati
Radharani.

Before this, all of Sri Radha’s girlfriends and maidservants
have been praised. It seems that there is a special reason why
they have been praised here with the words pranesvart
presthaganan.

First of all, these beloveds of S$ri Radha are defined as
follows: tasyah ksanadarsanato mriyante

"When they don’t see Sri Radha for even a moment they are
almost like dead."

In  his Vrndavana-Mahimamrta  (8.23-24) éripﬁda
Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written this about Sri Radha’s
maidservants or manjaris:

ksanam carana vicchedyac chrisvaryah prana-harinim
sai ! Y yan prar !
padaravinda samlagnatayaivaharnisam sthitam
bahuna kimh svakantena kridantyapi lata-grhe
v o
paryankadhisthapitam va vastrair vacchaditam kvacit

"The maidservant feels like dying when she is separated from
her Srisvart’s lotus feet for even a moment. She’s staying by Her
lotus feet day and night. What more can I say? When Srimati
enjoys with Her lover in the vine-cottage She seats Her
maidservant on the bed or covers her with Her sheets!"
Therefore, if they don’t see their I$vart for even a moment they
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are like dead. Their forms embody devotional service, and if
they are deprived of that devotional service it is as if they lose
their lives.

radha padabja sevanya sprha kala-trayojjhitam
radha priti sukhambhodhav apare buditam sada
radha padambujad anyat svapnante’pi na janatim
radha sambandha samdhavat prema sindhaugha-malinim

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 8.35-36)

"In past, present or future she does not covet anything else
but Radha’s lotus feet and she’s always immersed in a boundless
ocean of blissful love for Her. Even in dreams she doesn’t know
anything else but Sri Radha’s lotus feet and she’s like a river
that swiftly runs towards the ocean of Sri Radhal" Following
these quotations we assume that the marfijaris, whose very
hearts are dedicated to Sri Radha, are indicated in this verse.

Then again it is said: sukhena tasyah sukhino bhavanti
"When Sri Radha is happy they are happy." Just as the buds
(manijaris) and fresh sprouts automatically blossom when a vine
is sprinkled, the marjaris or maidservants of Sri Radha blossom
up with great bliss when the Radha-vine is sprinkled by the
nectar of S11 Krsna’s nectarean pastimes. Sri Radha’s happiness
and distress is reflected on them as if they are mirrors.

patatyasre sasra bhavati pulake jata pulakah
smite bhati smera sumalimani jate sumalinah
anasvadya svalir mukuram abhiviksya sva vadanam
sukham va duhkam va kim api kathaniyam mrga drsah
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Sii Krsna says: "O fawn-eyed girls! As long as you did not
meet your girlfriends you can see in the mirror whether you are
happy or sad, but when your girlfriends stand before you, then
what is the use of mirrors for you? They are just like mirrors
themselves! When tears are falling from your eyes they also fall
from their eyes, when you have goose pimples on your body,
they also have them, when you laugh, they also laugh and when
you are morose they are also sad!" In Sr1 Govinda Lilamrta

(11.137) it is described:

sprsati yadi mukundo radhikam tat sakhinam

bhavati vapusi kampa sveda romaiica vaspam

adhara madhu mudasyas cet pibaty esa yatnad
bhavati bata tad asam mattata citram etat

"How amazing! When Mukunda touches Radhika, Her
girlfriends cry of ecstasy and their bodies tremble, perspire, and
are studded with goose pimples, and when Krsna blisstully
drinks the honey of Radhika’s lips (by kissing Her), then they
all become mad!" Again, even after a long search one can not
find any happiness comparable to the happiness the mafjaris
feel when they behold the sweetness of $ri-Sri Radha-
Madhava’s amorous pastimes through the windows of the
kufija:

radha nagara keli sagara nimagnali-drsam yat sukham
no tal lesa lavayate bhagavatah sarvo’pi saukhyotsavah

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 1.54)

"The entire festival of bliss in the kingdom of God is not
comparable to even a drop of the bliss the sakhis feel when their
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eyes drown in the ocean of Sri Radha’s lover’s pastimes." The
maidservants can experience Sr1 Radharani’s happiness more
than others.

Finally it is said: snigdhah param ye krta punya puiijah
pranesvari prestha-ganan bhaje tan

"T worship Pranesvari S1i Radha’s most beloved ones, who
have very soft hearts and who have performed many pious
activities."

Because Sri Radha’s maidservants show the limit of
selflessness, they are soft-hearted like no one else in the circle
of sakhis. They are in name maiijari and in nature also maiijart
(buds). They will never allow the bumblebee to enjoy them.
Just as the buds increase the bee’s thirst for the flowers by
surrounding these flowers, similarly the mafijari-buds always
increase Madhustidana’s (the Krsna-bee’s) thirst for the flower-
like Sri Radha.

Here they have been called krta-punya-punjah: girls who
have performed many pious acts. But there is no kind of pious
merit that can bring about the good fortune of attaining the
service of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava.

In his Laghu-Tosani-ttka on the final words *krta punya
puiijah’ of the Bhagavata-verse ittham sukham brahma-
sukhanubhatya (10.12.11), Srimat Jiva Gosvami has written

atas tebhyah sarvebhyah krta punya puija iti lokoktih.
vastutastu krtanam caritanam bhagavatah parama prasada-
hetutvena punyas caravah puiija yesam te ityarthah. punyas tu
carvapityamarah:

Sri Suka Muni repeatedly praised the cowherd boys who
enjoyed with Sr1 Krsna as being more pious than the previously
mentioned jiianis, the devotees with a reverential service-
attitude and those people who have taken shelter of maya.
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This is just a customary saying. Actually there is another
meaning to the word punya (pious merit) and that is caru or
enchanting. This can be seen in the Amara-Kosa-dictionary.
The word krta means ‘pastimes’ .

In other words, $17 Krsna is completely controlled by those
who can perform such enchanting pastimes with Him. Here
also the marijaris have been called krta-punya-puiijah because
they are so fixed in a service attitude towards the Yugala and
they have such beautiful characters because they are free from
even the slightest fragrance of personal desire.

Sn‘pﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship Sri Radha’s most
beloved maidservants!"

ksana kala sri radhara adarsana hole;
mirta praya hoy - yara viraha anale
$ri radhara sukhe yara hoy atma-hara;
ki vicitra punya puija koriyache tara
pranesvarira snehardra citta prestha-gane
bhajana koribo ami ei vaicha mone

"T yearn for the worship of Pranesvari Radha’s beloveds,
whose hearts melt with affection; who almost die in a fire of
separation when they do not see Her for even a moment, and
who are beside themselves of ecstasy when Sri Radha is happy.
What wonderful pious activities they have performed!"

VERSE 41:

sapatnyoccaya-rajyad-ujjvala-rasasyoccaih samudvrddhaye
saubhagyodbhata-garva-vibhrama-bhrtah sri-radhikayah sphutam |
govindah smara-phulla-vallava-vadhii-vargena yena ksanam
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kridaty esa tam atra vistrta-maha-punyarh ca vandamahe

sapatnya - rivalry; uccaya - great; rajyad - manifesting; ujjvala -
erotic; rasasya - of the flavour; uccaih - greatly; samudvrddhaye - for
increasing; saubhagya - fortune; udbhata - bold; garva - pride;
vibhramah - motions; bhrtah - carrying; sri radhikayah - of Sii
Radhika; sphutam - clearly; govindah - Govinda; smara - Cupid;
phulla - blossoming; ballaba-vadhii-vargena - by the host of
cowherdwomen; yena - by whom; ksanam - a moment; kridati - plays;
esa - He; tam - him; aira - here; vistrta - extended; maha - great;
punyam - piety; ca - and; vandamahe - we praise.

I praise the highly fortunate gopis headed by
Candravali. Govinda makes these gopis who are
blossoming with amorous desires assume positions of Sri
Radhika’s rivals by briefly enjoying with them, just to
nourish Sri Radhika’s fortune, great pride, ecstatic
bewilderment and other characteristics of an amorous
heroine.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Gosvamicarana praises Candravali and other gopis from the
vipaksa (the party that is hostile to SrT Radha).

In Vraja, Sr1 Krsna, Who is the king of erotic mellows, is
enjoying without interruption with Sri Radha, the embodiment
of complete mahabhava.

Sﬁpﬁda Suka Muni has written: reme taya catma-rata
atmaramo’pyakhanditah (Bhag. 10.30.34)

"Although the Lord is Self-satisfied and Self-delighted, He
still made love with Her (Radha) without interruption."

ratri-dina kunja krida kore radha-sange (C.C.) "Day and
night He enjoys in the kuiija with Radha."
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Just to nourish and increase the sweetness of Krsna’s
enjoyments with Sr1 Radharani, Candravali and other gopis
assume a competitive and hostile attitude towards Her.

In Ujjvala Nilamani (Harivallabha 1 and 2), Srimat Ripa
Gosvami has written:

asam caturvidho bhedah sarvasam vraja-subhruvam

syat sva-paksah suhrt paksas tatasthah pratipaksakah
suhrt paksa tatasthau tu prasangikatayoditau

dvau svapaksa vipaksakhyau bhedaveva rasapradau

"According to their species and moods, there are four kinds
of fair-browed Vraja-gopis: svapaksa (own party), suhrt-paksa
(friendly party), tatastha-paksa (neutral party) and pratipaksa
(enemies’ party). Of these, the svapaksa and vipaksa give
special flavours."

Actually, there is no comparison in Vraja to the love of Sri
Radha, Who embodies the madanakhya-maha-bhava. But for
awakening Sri Radha’s tasty dispositions such as khandita,
mana and kalahantarita, Vraja’s srngara-rasa has created
feelings of rivalry in gopis like Candravali, who thus feel that
they are equal to Sri Radha.

namso’pyanyatra radhayah premadi guna sampadam
rasenaiva vipaksadau mithah samyam ivarpyate

Ujjvala Nilamani (Harivallabha 51)

The gopikas, who are expert in the flavours of pure love,
delight Sr Krsna, Whose form is full of pure love and Who is
subdued by pure love, with service rendered with different
emotional ingredients. Actually, the moon of the gopikas’ love
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causes the ocean of Radha’s ecstatic love to swell in various
ways and Sr1 Krsna enjoys swimming in that ocean of increased
love in so many particular ways.

premamaya vapu krsna bhakta premadhina;
suddha premarasa gune gopika pravina
gopikara preme nahi rasabhasa dosa;
ataeva krsnera kore parama santosa
‘vama eka gopigana ‘daksina’ eka gana;
nand bhave koraya krsne rasa asvadana
gopigana madhye Srestha radha thakurani;
nirmala ujjvala rasa prema ratna khani
vayase ‘madhyama’ tenho - svabhavete ‘sama’;
gadha prema bhave teriho nirantara ‘vama’
vamya-svabhave ‘mana’ uthe nirantara;
uhara vamye uthe krsnera ananda sagara

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 14)

"Krsna's body is full of pure love and He is subdued by His
devotees’ love. The gopikas are expert in the attributes of the
flavours of pure love. In the gopikas’ love, there is no fault of a
semblance of rasa, therefore they give Krsna the greatest
satisfaction.

One group of gopis is left wing (unsubmissive) and the other
is right wing (submissive). They make Krsna relish rasa in
various ways. Amongst the gopis, Radha Thakurani is the
greatest. She is a virtual mine of the flavours of spotless erotic
love. She is of middle (adolescent) age and is equipoised by
nature. Because of Her deep love She is constantly left-wing
(unsubmissive). This left-wing mood continuously creates
mana (jealous anger) and that vamya causes the ocean of
Krsna’s bliss to swell."
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Sri Radha, the jewel-mine of erotic mellows, is a ‘middle’-
heroine, sarva eva rasotkarso madhyayam eva yujyate (U.N.
Nayikabheda -42)

"The middle-class heroine reveals the highest rasa in all
respects. Because of her deep love, She is constantly left-wing
and She always has a feeling of ‘Krsna is Mine!” (madiyatamaya
bhava)

For this reason good fortune, pride and loving delusion are
manifest in Her in wonderful ways. The saiicari-bhava named
‘pride’ is manifest for bhavas like fortune and bewilderment.

saubhagya nava tarunya guna sarvottamasrayaih. ista-
labhadina canya helanam garva irsyate (Bhakti Rasamrta
Sindhu 2.4.41)

"When one disregards another because of one’s own good
fortune, beauty, youthfulness and qualifications, because of
being the greatest shelter or because of having attained one’s
desired goal, it is called pride."

vallabha  prapti  velayam madanavesa  sambhramat.
vibhramo hara malyadi bhiisa sthana viparyayah (U.N.
Anu.pr. 39)

"When one places the garlands and necklaces on the wrong
places out of erotic eagerness, knowing that the time to meet
the lover has come, it is called vibhrama."

In this way, premamayt Sri Radha is adorned with so many
bhavalankaras (ornaments of ecstatic love) and thus increases
the waves in the ocean of S17 Krsna’s bliss.

krsnera darsana yadi paya acambite;
nand bhava vibhasane hoy vibhisite
asta sattvika harsadi vyabhicari ara;
sahaja prema vimsati bhava alatikara
kila kificita, kugtamita, vilasa, lalita;
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vivvoka, mottayita, ara maugdhya cakita
eto bhava bhasaya bhasita radha anga;
dekhile uchale krsnera sukhabdhi tarariga

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 14)

"When Radha suddenly sees Krsna, She becomes adorned
with different ornaments of ecstasy. Natural love has twenty
ornaments, like the eight sattvika ornaments and the
vyabhicari-bhavas such as joy. Radha’s body is adorned with
ornaments of ecstasy such as kila-kificita, kuttamita, vilasa,
lalita, vivvoka, mottayita and maugdhya-cakita. When Krsna
sees this, the waves on the ocean of His bliss swell."

In this way, $r1 Krsna awakens various waves like mana
(jealous anger) and kalahantarita (remorse after a quarrel) on
the ocean of Sri Radha’s love in order to relish the sweetness of
that ocean, by briefly enjoying with Candravali, who is disposed
of a daksina (submissive) nature, although He is actually
completely subdued by Sri Radha.

In truth, Candravali and all the other gopis, who are
blooming of erotic ecstasy, are Sri Radha’s phalanx-expansions,
increasing and nourishing the sweetness of Sri Radha’s flavours.

laksmi-gana tara vaibhava vilasamsa-riapa;
mahisi-gana vaibhava prakasa svaripa
akara svabhava bhede vrajadevi-gana;
kaya vyiiha rapa tara rasera karana
bahu kanta vina nahe rasera ullasa;
lilara sahaya lagi bahuta prakasa

(Caitanya Caritamrta)
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"The goddesses of fortune are Her (Radha’s) vaibhava-
vilasa-partial manifestations and the Queens of Dvaraka are
Her vaibhava-prakasa-forms. The gopis of Vraja with their
different forms and dispostions are the cause of Her flavours in
the form of Her phalanx. Without the presence of many lovers,
no joy is derived from rasa; hence there are many
manifestations (of lady-lovers) to assist in the transcendental
pastimes."

Still, to make Sri Krsna relish Sri Radha’s billowing
sweetness, rasa has brought a feeling of rivalry to Candravali
and other gopis towards Sri Radha.

Sn‘pﬁda Raghunatha says: "I praise these greatly pious
adversaries of Sri Radha, headed by Sri Candravali."

These words are spoken in sadhakavesa. Sri Raghunatha is
an eternal maidservant of $r1 Radharant, and when he is in
siddha-svariipa, he shows an adverse mood towards Srimati’s
enemies like Candravali.

In Bhakti Ratnakara (5th wave) it is written:

dasa name eka vrajavasi etha roy;
dasa gosvamira tare sneha atisoy
teho eka dina sakhi-sthalt grame gela;
brhat palasa patra dekhi tuli’ nila
dasa gosvamira kotha mone mone kohe;
annddika tyaga koila daruna virahe
eka dona takra piye niyama tahara;
ithe kichu atirikta hoibe ahara
aiche mone kori ghare asi dona koila;
tahe takra loiya raghundatha age aila
navya patra dona dekhi’ jijiiase gosdai;
e brhat patra @ji paila kon thai
dasa kohe - sakhi-sthali genu gocarane;
paiya uttama patra aninu ekhane
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sakhi-sthali nama suni’ krodhe piarna hoila;
takra saha dona diire phelaiya dila
koto ksane sthira hoiya kohe dasa prati;
se candravalira sthana - na yaiba tathi
iha suni dasa vrajavasi sthira hoiya;
janilena sadhaka dehete siddha-kriya

"There was one Vrajavasi (inhabitant of Vraja) named Dasa

who loved Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami very much. He went to
the village of Sakhisthali (close to the town of Govardhana) and
found a big leaf cup there, which he brought along, thinking of
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, who had given up eating all solid
food out of coarse separation from Radharani. Dasa thought: ‘It
is Raghunatha Dasa’s rule to drink only one cup of buttermilk
a day. When I give Him this bigger leafcup he can eat a little
more’, and so he brought some buttermilk from his house to fill
up the big leafcup.
When he came before him, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, seeing
the new cup, asked him: “Where did you get this big leafcup
from? Dasa replied: ‘T went to Sakhi-sthali to herd my cows and
I found this good leafcup there and brought it to you!” Hearing
the name “Sakhi-sthali’, Raghunatha Dasa became filled with
anger and threw the leafcup with the buttermilk far away. After
some time he calmed down and told Dasa: ‘That is the place
where Candravali lives! Don’t go there!” Hearing this, the
Vrajavasi Dasa became steady. He understood that these were
transcendental activities performed in a s@dhaka-body."

There are two ways through which the Lord can be relished:
one is through tattva and the other is through rasa. Although
from the tattva-point of view Candravali and others, who assist
in nourishing the sweetness of Sri Radha’s rasa and who are
Her phalanx-expansions, are praiseworthy for Sri Raghunatha,
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in the kingdom of rasa, while being absorbed in his siddha-
svariipa, he shows malice and envy towards them because they
are his I$varT’s adversaries.

But in this way, the relish of rasa is beautifully accomplished.
This is something that should be known.

saubhagya, garva, vibhrama, gunadi vicitra;
$ri radhara sSrgara rasa pustira nimitta
$r1 krsna sapatnya-bhave yadera sahita;
ksana-kala krida kore samaya ucita
bhagyavati candravali adi vrajangana
tahadera pada-padma koriya vandana

"I praise the lotus feet of fortunate gopis like Candravali, who
briefly enjoy with Sri Krsna according to time and who are thus
accepting a mood of rivalry with Sri Radha, in order to nourish
Her wonderful erotic expressions like fortune, pride and
delusion."

VERSE 42:

brahmandat param ucchalat sukha-bhararh tat koti-sankhyad api
premna krsna-suraksitah pratimuhuh praptah pararh nirvrtah |
kamarh tat-pada-padma-sundara-nakha-pranta-skhalad-renuka
raksa-vyagra-dhiyah sphuranti kila ye tan gopa-varyan bhaje

brahmandat - than the universe; param - great; ucchalat - swelling;
sukhabharam - full bliss; tat koti - ten million; sankhyat - than the
number; api - even; premna - with love; krsna - Krsna; suraksitah -
protected; prati - each; muhuh - moment; praptah - attained; param
- greatest; nirvrtah - bliss; kamam - as much as desired; tat - His;
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pada-padma - lotus feet; sundara - beautiful; nakha - nails; pranta -
edges; skhalad - falling; renuka - dust; raksa - protecting; vyagra -
eager; dhiyah - consciousness; sphuranti - revealed; kila - certainly;
ye - who; tan - them; gopa-varyan - greatest cowherders; bhaje - 1
worship.

I worship the best of cowherders, who have attained
the greatest happiness that can be achieved in the entire
universe; who are protected by Krsna with more love
than He feels for millions of universes, and who are
themselves always eager to protect even the particles of
dust falling from the edges of Krsna’s beautiful lotus-
toenails.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises all the great cowherders of Vraja.

They are Krsna's eternal associates and they have gotten
Him, Whom they love millions of times more than themselves,
nearby as their own relative. Although they can see Krsna’s
unrivalled prowess when He kills demons and so, their
conception of Him as Nanda’s son is not even slightly
slackened. Their passionate love for Him which they cannot
give up simply increases at every moment. Hence Srimat Jiva
Gosvami has written:

tad evam parama madhuryatisayanubhava svabhavatvena
parama jianitvam eva $ri gopalanam angikrtam tesam api yat
svabhavatvena sakala priti jati ciadamani-riapa para pritih
svabhavata evodayate. yat svabhavatvenaiva cagantukad anya
jaanat nasau pritir vyabhicarati. pratyuta tad eva tiraskaroti.
tenantaraya prayena varddhate ca. visayinam visaya pritir iva.
yato visayinam visayesu sadosatve Srute drste’pi raga prapta
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gunavattva buddhih prabala drsyate (Priti Sandarbhah 100
Anuh)

"By nature the cowherders are able to experience the
abundant sweetness of Krsna; hence they are accepted as the
greatest scholars and wise men. Because they have such
dispositions, the greatest love which is the crown jewel of all
kinds of love, naturally arises within them. Their love will not
be adulterated by any other awareness that may come
inbetween. Rather, their natures will defeat any incoming
‘alternative feeling™.

Sense-enjoyers begin to love their favourite sense objects
even more when some alternative feeling arises and disturbs
their enjoyment. Although they know that their favourite sense-
objects are full of faults, since they have seen and heard that,
their strong love and their attachment for their sense-objects
make them consider them all very glorious. This conception will
be very strong.

In the same way, the cowherders natururally experience the
great sweetness of S Krsna the most. Even if they witness Sri
Krsna’s great prowess, it does not change their love for Him,
which is based on experiencing His sweetness. Rather, such
experiences simply increase their love for Him, just as someone
loves his beloved even more after seeing his peerless prowess."
Sr1 Suka Muni described the Vrajavasis’ point of view of the
Goloka-world as follows:

nandadayas tu tam drstva paramananda nirvrtah
krsnam ca tatra chandobhih stayamanam suvismitah

(Bhagavata 10.28.17)
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"When the cowherders headed by Nanda, saw how Krsna
was being praised by the Personified Vedas, they were most
astonished and floated in an ocean of topmost transcendental
bliss."

tad evam madhurya jnanasyaiva balavat sukhamayatve
sthite tasmins ca $ri gopanam eva svabhavikataya labdhe
brahmatvesvaratvanubhavam atikramya tesam eva bhagyena
$ri Sukadevo’pi  yuktam eva camatkrtim avapa  (Priti
Sandarbhah - 100 Anuh)

"In this way, the bliss of their sweet conceptions was fixed
and the naturally sweet conception of the cowherders thus
transcended the jianis™ bliss of the experience of the non-
personal brahman and the reverential worshippers™ bliss of
serving the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The cowherders’
great bliss, being derived from their experience of Krsna’s
sweetness, astonished even Sri Suka Muni, and that is also
correct."

Repeating Lord Brahma’s words Sr1 Suka Muni said:

aho bhagyam aho bhagyam nanda gopa vrajaukasam
yan mitram paramanandam parnam brahma sanatanam

(Bhagavata 10.14.32)

"Aho how fortunate! Aho, how fortunate are the Vrajavasis
headed by Nanda Gopa, because the eternal full brahman, Who
is inconceivable to the mind and words, has become their friend
(as St1 Krsna)!"

Hence Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha has said:

“Having gotten the most blissful transcendental truth as their
own, the Vrajavasis consider themselves most happy. They have
gotten a bliss reaching far beyond the material universe!"
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Then again he says: "$r1 Krsna protects them perfectly with
a love greater than the love He feels for millions of universes.
They are even eager to protect just a particle of dust that drops
from the edge of His beautiful lotus-like toenails."

We have said that the love of the devotees determines the
disposition of the Lord. Just as the Vrajavasis forget all about
the Lord’s prowess and opulence and consider Him to be most
soft and tender, so in their eagerness to protect Him, they
worship even the luster of the edges of His toenails with
millions of hearts.

Similarly, according to the principle of ye yatha mam
prapadyante tams tathaiva bhajamyaham®* (Gita 4.11), Sri
Krsna is also unlimitedly eager to protect the Vraja-cowherds
with a love transcending the love He may feel for millions of
universes, since He considers them to be His own.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship these best of cowherds!"

brahmandatita pracura sukha asvadane;
sukht boli nija yara bhave anuksane
ananta brahmanda krsna koriya upeksa;
samadhika preme yadera koriteche raksa
krsna pada-padma sundara nakha-mani kone;
skhalita ye renu-kana tahara raksane
vyagra citta hoiya yara avasthana kore;
niyata bhajana kori gopa parivare

"T always worship the cowherd clans, that relish a bliss
reaching far beyond the material universe and that are anxious
at heart to protect even a particle of dust dropping from the

24 "I the way anyone worships Me, I worship that devotee, in
perfect reciprocation."
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edge of Krsna’s beautiful lotus-like toenails with a love that
waits for unlimited worlds."

VERSE 43:

pranebhyo’py adhikaih priyair api param putrair mukundasya yah
snehat pada-saroja-yugma-vigalad-gharmasya bindoh kanam |
nirmafichyoru-sikhanda-sundara-$§iras cambanti gopyas cirarn
tasam pada-rajamsi santatam aharh nirmafichayami sphutam

pranebhyah - than life-airs; api - even; adhikail - more; priyaih -
dearer; api - even; param -greatly; putraih - than sons; mukundasya -
of Mukunda; yah - who; snehat - out of affection; pada-saroja - lotus
feet; yugma - pair; vigalat - trickling; gharmasya - of sweat; bindoh -
of the drop; kanam - drop; nirmanchya - worshipping; uru - great;
sikhanda - peacockfeather; sundara - beautiful; Sirah - head;
cumbanti - kisses; gopyah - gopis; ciram - for long; tasam - of them;
pada - feet; rajamsi - of the dust; santatam - constantly; aham - I

nirmaichayami - I worship; sphutam - manifest.

I worship the footdust of the elderly gopis, who are
endowed with motherly love; who most lovingly worship
the sweat drops trickling from the lotus-feet of Sri
Mukunda, whom they consider millions of times more
dear than their own sons, and who kiss His head, which
is beautified by a peacockfeather-crown.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada

Raghunatha praises those most fortunate elderly gopis, who are
endowed with parental love for Krsna.
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In the Brahma-Vimohana-lila®, it was tested whether they
would love S11 Yasoda-Nandan even more than their own sons,
who are dearer to them than their life, and if they would
recognize Sr1 Krsna as such.

When Lord Brahma stole Sri Krsnas cows, calves and
cowherd boyfriends and S$iT Krsna personally entered into the
cowherd-abodes, assuming the forms of innumerable cows,
cowherd boys and calves, then the love for Krsna of the elderly
gopis, that was as pure as molten gold, became manifest in their
natural love for their sons, who were actually just
manifestations of Krsna.

Sripﬁda Suka Muni describes it as follows:

tan mataro venu ravatvarotthita
utthapya dorbhih parirabhya nirbharam
sneha snuta stanya payah sudhasavam
matvd param brahma sutanapayayan
tato nrponmardana majja lepana-
lanikara raksa tilakasanadibhih
samlalitah svacaritaih praharsayan
sayam gato yamayamena madhavah

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.13.22-23)

"When Krsna daily returned home from cowherding in the
meadows with His friends, the mothers of the cowherd boys,
the cowherd women with great motherly love, gave up their
household duties as soon as they heard their bugle horns. They
came out on their courtyards where they stared down the road
with thirsty eyes. As soon as they saw Krsna coming, the

25 The pastime described in chapters 13 and 14 of the Tenth Canto
of Srimad Bhagavata.
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mothers ran out, held Him to their chests, smelled His head
and kissed His face, as their garments were moistened by tears
from their eyes and milk from their breasts. Then Mother
Yasoda took Krsna along inside her house, and the mothers too
ecstatically took their own sons into their own houses, where
they spent the night in blissful Krsna-consciousness. They
thought to themselves: ‘If Krsna was our son, how blessed
wouldn’t we be by being able to rear and cuddle Him!” *

On the day that Sr1 Krsna fulfilled their desires during the
Brahma-mohana [ila by assuming the forms of innumerable
cows, calves and cowherd boys, the elderly gopis came running
out of their houses onto their courtyards like everyday when
they heard His flute.

This time, however, they did not run quickly towards Krsna
with spread-out arms, as they were doing every day, but they
took their own sons on their laps and locked them into a tight
embrace, making the Supreme Brahman, Who had attained the
forms of their sons, drink the delicious nectarean beverage of
their breast milk.

Then they took them (Him) to their homes, massaged them
with fragrant oils, bathed them, anointed their bodies with
unguents like sandal paste, dressed them with fine clothes and
ornaments, made a protective tilaka on them, fed them their
meals and lay down with them. In this way they were drowning
in an ocean of transcendental bliss by hearing from them about
their day’s adventures in the gostha.

With this they showed that they had a greater love for Sri
Krsna than for their own sons, who were already dearer to them
than life. And like this, they had Sr1 Krsna for themselves for
one year.

Sri Raghunatha says: "With the topmost love they worship
the honey-like sweat drops that trickle from Sri Mukunda’s

-234 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

lotus feet (by wiping them off) and kiss His head, which is
beautified by a peacockfeather." These are all signs of motherly
love.

Sri Riipa Gosvami has written:

anubhavah siroghranam karenangabhimarjanam
asirbado nidesas ca lalanam pratipalanam
hitopadesa danadya vatsale parikirtitah
cumbasleso tathahvanam nama grahana parvakam
upalambhadayas catra mitraih sadharanah kriyah

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.41,44)

"Smelling the head, rubbing the body with the hands,
offering words of benediction and permission, cuddling,
rearing and giving instructions for the child’s benefit - these are
the activities of parental love. The ordinary activities of
fraternal and parental love consist of kissing, embracing, calling
the child by name and chastising him."

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Just as the elderly gopts wipe out
all kinds of misfortune for Sri Krsna, I will also wipe off the dust
from the lotus feet of these elderly gopis with my head!"

pranddhika putrapeksa adhika snehete;
priya jiiana yahadera ei mukundete
pada-padma vigalita gharma-bindu-caya;
ati siksma-vastra dvara marjana koroya
sikhanda sobhita mastaka koriya cumbana;
ananda samudra-majhe ho’teche magana
sei sab gopikara pada-padma dhili;
marjandate kori yena nitya snana keli
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"May I eternally bathe in the dust of the lotus feet of the
elderly gopis, who love Mukunda even more than their own
sons, who are already dearer to them than life; who wipe off the
sweat drops that trickle from His lotus feet with very fine
clothes and who drown in an ocean of bliss when they kiss His
head, being beautified by a peacockfeather, by polishing these
feet with my head."

VERSES 44-45:

indra-nila-khura-rajitah param
svarna-baddha-vara-sringa-rajitah
pandu-ganda-giri-garva-kharvikah
pantu nah sapadi krsna-dhenavah

yasam palana-dohanotsava-ratah sardhar vayasyotkaraih
kamar rama-virajitah pratidinarh tat-pada-renijjvalam

pritya sphita-vanoru-parvata-nadi-kacchesu baddha-sprho
gosthakhandala-nandano viharate tah saurabheyir bhaje

indranila - sapphire; khura - hooves; rajitah - shining; param
- greatest; svarna - gold; baddha - bound; vara - best; srnga -
horns; ranjitah - coloured; pandu - white; ganda - cheek; giri -
mountain; garva - pride; kharvikah - smashing; pantu - may
protect; nah - us; sapadi - soon; krsna-dhenavah - Krsna’s cows.
yasam - whose (fem.); palana - herding; dohana - milking;
utsava - festival; rata - dedicating; sarddham - with; vayasya -
friends; utkaraih - with a multitude; kamam - desire; rama -
Baladeva; vir@jitah - shining; prati - every; dinam - day; tat -
their; pada - feet; renu - dust; ujjoalam - brilliant; pritya - with
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love; Sphita - great; vana - forest; uru - great; parvata -
mountain; nadi - river; kacchesu - on the shores; baddha -
bound; sprha - desire; gostha - the meadows; akhandala - the
king; nandana - the son; viharate - enjoys; tah - they;
saurabheyih - the cows; bhaje - T worship.

May Krsna’s cows, who have very beautiful blue
hooves that shimmer like sapphires; whose horns are
painted golden and whose complexions (and shapes)
destroy the pride of small white mountains, protect us.

I worship the cows, who are the daughters of Surabhi;
who always engage Vrajendra-Nandana, Baladeva,
Sridama and the cowherd boys in a festival of herding
and milking them; who are decorated by the dust thrown
up by their own hooves and who lovingly sport in the
deep forests, on the mountains and on the banks of the
rivers (where they are being herded).

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In these two verses, Sri
Raghunatha praises the cows, that accompany Sri Krsna in His
pastimes.

Who can describe the fortune of these cows, whom the
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana, the
attainment of the dust of Whose lotus feet is ascertained by all
the Vedic scriptures as the highest goal of all spiritual practises,
herds while wandering from forest to forest?

During this time, He plays His flute while leaning against
these cows, lovingly caressing and massaging their bodies, his
body becoming most lovely when it is greyed by the dust
thrown up by their hooves?
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If Gopala does not go out into the woods, the cows will also
not go. When the other cowherd boys engage in protecting
them, the cows will loudly bellow and simply return to the
gosalas (cowpens).

When Sri Krsna sets out for the woods, mother Yasoda weeps
with a heart agitated by fear of separation from Him

- ore mora jivana dulaliyal kiba ghare nahi dhana, keno va
yaibe bana; rakhale rakhibe dhenu loiya (Pada Kalpataru)

"O child of my heart! Don’t we have any wealth at home?
Why are You going out into the woods? Let the cowherd boys
take the cows out and herd them!"

Krsna then says: "O mother! If I don’t go out, your wealth of
cows will also not go out into the woods!"

Mother Yasomati has no answer to that, so she must grant
Her son, Who is dearer to her than life, leave for tending the
COWS.

Being subdued by the sweetness of the love of His cows,
Gokula-mani goes out into the woods to herd them.

surabhir abhipalayantam (Brahma Sarhhita)

Sri Jiva Gosvami comments on this verse: abhi-
sarvatobhavena  vana-nayana  carana  gosthananayana
sambhalana prakarena ‘palayantam’ sasneham raksantam

"He herds the cows in Sr1 Vindavana in all respects, which
means that He brings them into the forest, herds them there,
brings them back to their barns and collects them. In this way
He maintains them".

The Brahma Sarnhita also says: sa yatra ksirabdhih sravati
surabhibhyas ca sumahan

"The cows inundate Sr1 Vindavana with the stream of milk
automatically trickling from their udders."
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In his commentary on this line, Sri Jiva has written:
surabhibhyas ca sravatiti tadiya vamsi-dhvanyadyavesad iti
bhavah

"The cows issue such streams of milk as a loving reaction to
hearing Krsna’s flutesong."

$11 Suka Muni has also described how ecstatic the cows were
upon hearing $17 Krsna’s flutesong:

gavas ca krsna-mukha nirgata venu gita pryasam uttabhita
karna putaih pibantyah (Bhaga. 10.21.13)

"With the cups of their pricked-up ears the cows relish the
song that emanates from Krsna's flute."

When Si7 Krsna plays in the meadows with His pals and the
cows freely wander through the extensive meadows of
Vrndavana, getting more and more distant from Krsna as they
graze, Krsna collects them all by playing His flute.

aju bone ananda badhai!
patiya vinoda khela, rakhala hoila bhola,
diira bone gelo sab gai

"Today the bliss in the forest increases! As the cowherd boys
get carried away by their blissful games, the cows go far into the

forest!"
dhenu na dekhiya bone,  sthakita rakhala-gane,
sridama sudama adi sabhe.
kanai kohiche bhai, khela bhanga yabe nai,

anibo godhana venu rave

"The cowherd boys, like Sridama and Sudama, become
stunned when they do not see the cows in the woods anymore,
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but Kanai (Krsna) says: "O brothers! Don’t interrupt the game!
I will get our wealth of cows back by playing My flute!"

sab dhenu nama koiya,  adhare murali loiya,
dakiya parilo ucca svare.
Suniya venura rava, dhaya dhenu vatsa sab,
puccha pheli’ pithera upare

"Taking His Murali-flute to His lips Krsna loudly called each
cow by name. Hearing the sound of the flute, the cows and
calves came running with their tails going up on their backs."

dhenu sab sari sari, hamoa hamwva rava kori,
dadailo krsnera nikate
dugdha sravi’ pade bante,  premera taranga uthe,
snehe gabhi syama anga cate

"Moving in line, the cows then came to Krsna’s side, mooing
and bellowing. Waves of love arose from the streams of milk
that trickled from their udders. Affectionately Syéma scratched
their bodies."

dekhi’ sab sakhagana, aba aba ghane ghana,
kanura korilo alingana

prema dasa kohe vani,  kanaira murali Suni,
pasu pakhi pailo cetana

(Pada Kalpataru)
"Seeing this, all the cowherd boys tightly embrace Krsna.

Prema dasa says: ‘Hearing the song of Krsna’s Murali-flute all
the animals and birds become conscious’."
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ananta  kama-dhenu yaha cara vane vane (C.C.)
"Innumerable desire-cows wander there from forest to forest."
These are all wish yielding cows, not ordinary cows. Thus
Sripéda Raghunatha describes their beauty —

"Their hooves are blue like sapphires, their horns are
studded with gold and they defeat the beauty of small white
mountains with both their complexions and their shapes. May
these cows of SiT Krsna swiftly protect me. In other words: may
they protect me from fear of material existence by granting me
prema."

Sn‘pﬁda speaks these words in sadhakavesa (when his
consciousness is absorbed in his external form as a practitioner
of bhakti). The cows of Vraja have feelings of motherly love for
Sri Krsna just as Vraja’s elderly gopis do. They thus bless the
world by bestowing prema.

When Brahma stole Krsna’s cows, calves and cowherd
boyfriends during the Brahma-Mohana-lila and Krsna re-
entered the cowherd-abode assuming the forms of all these
cows, calves and cowherd boys, the cows showed the same love
for their calves as they previously showed for Krsna, just as the
elderly gopis now showed the same love for their sons as they
previously did for Krsna.

gavas tato gogtham upetya satvaram

hunkara ghosaih parihata sangatan

svakan svakan vatsataran apayanan
muhur lihantyah sravadaudhasam payah

(Bhagavata 10.13.24)

"When the cows returned to the gosala in the evening, they
suckled their calves with the overflowing milk of their udders,
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licking them again and again when they approached them on
being called with their soft, but deep mooing."

In Srimad Bhagavata it is also described that the cows were
just as upset as the Vrajavasis when they witnessed Krsna’s bold
pastime of entering into the poisoned lake of the Yamuna to
subdue the Kaliya-snake:

gavo vrsa vatsataryah krandamanah suduhkitah
krsne nyasteksana bhita rudatya iva tasthire

(Bhagavata 10.16.11)

"The cows, bulls and calves that were present at the Kaliya-
lake mowed loudly in great misery and shed tears while fixing
their gaze on Krsna in great fear."

In times of danger and distress, the cows also took shelter of
S Krsna, just like the Vrajavasis:

tam apatantam parito davagnim
gopas ca gavah prasamiksya bhitah
iicus ca krsnam sabalam prapanna
yatha harim mrtyu-bhayardita janah

(Bhagavata 10.19.8)

"When the cows and cowherds saw the forest fire quickly
closing up on them from all directions, they became very much
afraid and took shelter of Krsna and Balarama, just as living
beings who are afraid of death take shelter of Lord Hari."

In this way, we can learn about the love for Krsna of Vraja’s
cows in so many different situations. That is why the Lord, Who
is subdued by love, remains engaged in herding them, takes
part in the festival of milking them and lovingly wanders with
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them through the woods, over the mountains and on the banks
of the rivers along with Baladeva and His friends. All the while,
His body is decorated by the dust thrown up by their hooves.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship these cows, that are
protected by Sr1 Krsna!"

indranilamani tulya khura krsna-varna;
rafijita Sriga yadera jadita suvarna
subhra varna deha yadera ativa ujjvala;
ganda-giri garva jini kore jhalamala
$ri krsnera sei sab priya dhenugana;
e prarthana raksa korun more sarva ksana

"I pray that Sri Krsna’s dear cows, whose hooves are coloured
black like sapphires, whose horns are coloured golden and
whose bodies defeat the pride of white mountains in great
splendour, may always protect me."

vrajendra-nandana nitya baladeva sange;
sridamadi vayasyagana sange atirange
palana dohana kore yahadera nitya;
ei to utsava mane $ri krsnera krtya
yadera pada-renute ujjvala kalevare;
vana parvate vihare priti sahakare
surabhi-nandini sei yoto dhenugana;
nitya nava bhave bhaji ei mora mana

"In ever-fresh ways, I always worship the cows, who are the
daughters of Surabhi; who are always blissfully herded and
milked by Vrajendra-Nandana, Balarama and Their friends,
headed by Subala. All these blissful activities of Sr1 Krsna are
like festivals! Krsna’s body is brightened by their footdust as He
lovingly sports with them in the woods and on the mountains!"
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VERSE 46-47

mani-khacita-suvarna-glista-srnga-dvaya-$rir

asita-mani-manojha-jyotir udyat-khuradhyah
sphurad-arunima-gucchandola-vidyoti-kanthah
sa jayati baka-satroh padma-gandhah kakudmi

mrdu-nava-trnam alpam sa-sprhaih vaktra-madhye
ksipati parama-yatnad alpa-kandam ca gatre
prathayati mura-vairi hanta yad vatsakanar
sapadi kila didrkse tat-tad-atikanani

mani - jewel; khacita - studded; suvarna - gold; slista - embraced;
sriiga - horns; dvaya - couple; srih - the beauty; asita - blue, dark;
mani - jewel; manojiia - enchanting; jyotih - light; udyat - shining;
khura - hooves; adhyah - enriched; sphurat - splendid; arunima -
red; guccha - clusters; andola - swinging; vidyoti - shining; kanthah -
neck; sa - he; jayati - is victorious; baka-satroh - of Krsna; padma-
gandhah - named Padmagandha; kakudmi - bull. mrdu - soft; nava -
fresh; trnam - grass; alpam - small amount; sasprham - with desire;
vaktra - mouth; madhye - within; ksipati - throws; parama - greatest;
yatnat - carefully; alpa - lightly; kandum - scratching; ca - and; gatre
- on the body; prathayati - does; muravairt - Krsna; hanta - alas; yad
- that; vatsakanam - of the calves; sapadi - suddenly; kila - certainly;
didrkse - desiring to see; tat - that; tad - that; atikanani - leaping
movements.

All glories to Krsna’s pet bull Padmagandha, whose
horns are very beautiful because they are studded with
gold; whose hooves are extremely charming because they
are endowed with a sweet bluish sapphire luster, and
around whose neck a brilliant red necklace swings!
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I like to see the calves of Krsna jumping around. Krsna
lovingly places small amounts of fresh soft grass in their
mouths and lightly scratches their bodies.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In these two verses, Sripada
Raghunatha praises Krsna's pet bull Padmagandha and His
calves.

padmagandha pisangaksau balivardavati priyau (Dipika)

"Krsna’s dearmost bulls are Padmagandha and Pisangaksa."

Krsna has a natural love for bulls and calves and they too have
a natural love for Krsna. Sr1 Suka Muni has mentioned this
when he described Krsna’s ririgana-lila (childhood-pastimes of
crawling).

In the verse starting with srigyagni damstryahi jala-dvija-
kanthakebhyah (Bhagavata 10.8.25), it is described how Sri
Balarama and Krsna were crawling on the courtyard of Sri
Nanda and how they quickly went up to a bull when they saw
one.

Seeing the world-enchanting beauty of SrT Rama-Krsna; the
bulls most blissfully lowered their heads, slowly swung their
heads and became immersed in Sr1 Krsna’s sweetness.

S17 Krsna then stood there, holding the horns of the bulls
with both His hands. And sometimes pragrhita pucchaih
vatsair itas tata ubhavanukrsyamanau (Bhagavata 10.8.24)
When the two brothers; Balarama and Krsna; saw the tails of
the cows and calves; They forcibly held on to them. The calves
were startled when they felt their tails being held and they
stood up.

Balarama and Krsna did not let go of their tails, though, but
instead began to pull them hard. This made the calves flee,
pulling the boys along with them all over Nanda’s courtyard.
The elderly gopis then came running, took the boys” hands off
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the tails and quickly placed Them on their laps, wiping Their
bodies and kissing Them.

Then again they went up to the calves with spread-out hands.
Seeing the boys’ love for the calves, Sri Nanda Maharaja
engaged Them in herding them.

We have mentioned how the cows relished the mellows of
Krsna’s flute song, and in the Bhagavata there is also a
wonderful description of how the calves loved the sweetness of
Krsna’s flute:

savah snuta stana payah kavalah sma tasthur govindam
atmani drsasru-kalah sprsantyah (Bhagavata 10.21.13)

When the cows saw their calves, milk began to trickle from
their udders and just when the calves wanted to start drinking
that milk, $r7 Krsna played His flute. When the calves heard the
flute, the milk remained in their mouths. They could not
swallow it, nor could they throw it out. All their senses were
overwhelmed and they became completely motionless and
quiet. Seeing them, it seemed as if they had gotten the touch of
this delicious éyﬁma—luster. Otherwise, why would they be
standing there so silently and inert and why would tears trickle
from their eyes?

Sri Raghunatha describes the enchanting beauty of the bull
Padmagandha as follows:

"All glories to Krsna's pet bull Padmagandha, whose horns
are very beautiful because they are studded with gold, whose
hooves are extremely charming because they are endowed with
a sweet bluish sapphire luster, and around whose neck a
brilliant red necklace swings!"

The word jaya here means ‘may the bull Padmagandha be
supreme’, or it can mean T offer my obeisances unto him.’ Sri
Raghunatha offers his obeisances unto that bull.
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Here it is described, how much SiT Krsna loves the calves.
With the greatest love, Sri Gopala carefully places bunches of
fresh soft grass in their mouths and makes them eat it, while He
softly scratches their bodies. Receiving the touch of the
embodiment of transcendental bliss, the calves began to jump
around in topmost bliss.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha yearns to see their jumping. The
confidential meaning of this is that, as a girl-messenger for Sri
Radha, he/she goes into the forest to search for Sr1 Krsna.
Seeing the calves jumping around like that, she can understand
clearly where Govinda’'s whereabouts are.

After relaying Srimati’s message to Govinda, she hears from
Him where the trysting- kusija will be and brings that message
to Srimati.

In this way, she expertly accomplishes the meeting of the Sri
Yugala. At that time, the frolicking of the calves will be
experienced as a harbinger that establishes the meeting of the
Yugala.

mani khacita svarne yara srmga-dvaya;
susobhita hoiyache mahojjvala-maya
nila kanta manite yara khura catustaya;
manohara kanti chataya ramantya hoy
arunima ujjvala hara yara kanthe dole;
padmagandha vrsera jaya boli bahu tuli

"Raising my arms, I proclaim the victory of the bull named
Padmagandha, whose jewelstudded horns have become greatly
effulgent and beautiful by being coloured gold; whose four
hooves shine like sapphires in an enchanting and lovely way and
around whose neck a brilliant red necklace dangles."
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govinda yadera mukhe mrdu nava trna;
prite alpa alpa kori korena arpana
sayatne yadera patra kanduyana kore;
go vatsaganera bhagya ke bolite pare
sei sab go-vatsera ullamphana gati;
dekhite amara sadha hoy niti niti

"I yearn to see the calves jumping and frolicking around.
Govinda lovingly puts small bunches of soft fresh grass in their
mouths and carefully carresses them. Who can describe the
fortune of these calves?"

VERSES 48-49

naktarh divarh muraripor adharamrtam ya

sphita pibaty alam abadham aho subhagya
$ri-radhika-prathita-manam apiha divya-
nadair adho nayati tarh muralith namami

datibhir bahu-catubhih sakhi-kulenalarh vaco-bhangibhih
padante patanair vrajendra-tanayenapi kruddhali-ganaih
radhayah sakhi sakyate davayituih yo naiva mano yaya
phutkrtyaiva nirasyate sukrtinirh varn$im sakhirh tarh numah

naktam - night; divam - day; muraripoh - of Krsna; adhara - lips;
amyrtam - nectar; ya - who; sphita - eagerly; pibati - drinks; alam -
greatly; avadham - unobstructed; aho - Ol; subhdgya - fortunately; sri
radhika - Sri Radhika: prathita - manifested; manam - pride; api -
even; iha - in Vraja; divya - divine; nadaih - with sounds; adhah -
downward; nayati - takes; tam - her; muralim - the flute; namami - 1
offer my obeisances. datibhih - by girl-messengers; bahu - many;
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catubhih - with flattering words; sakhi-kulena - by the girlfriends;
alam - greatly; vacah - words; bhangibhih - with gestures; padante -
at the footsoles; patanaih - by falling; vrajendra-tanayena - by the
prince of Vraja Krsna; api - even; krudha - angry; ali-ganaih - by the
sakhis; radhayah - of Radha; sakhi - O girlfriend!; sakyate - is able;
davayitum - to rout; yah - who; na - not; eva - only; manah - pride;
yaya - by whom; phutkriya - by sputtering; eva - only; nirasyate -
removes; sukrtinim - of the fortunate; vamsim - the flute; sakhim - the
girlfriend; tam - her; numah - obeisances.

Aho! I always offer my obeisances unto the most
fortunate Murali-flute, who is nourished by drinking the
nectar of Krsna’s lips day and night without obstruction
and who takes away Sri Radha’s great loving pique with
its sweet sounds!

Vrnda and other girl-messengers used many flattering
words, Madhumangala and other boyfriends used many
joking words, Sri Krsna Himself fell at Her feet and Her
girlfriends used intimidating threats - nothing could
pacify Sri Radha’s turbulent loving pique but the sound
of Krsna’s flute. I always praise this most fortunate sakhi,
the Vamsi-flute.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now in these two verses,
éripﬁda Raghunatha praises Sr1 Krsna’s Murali and Varsi-flute.

hasta dvaya mitayama mukha randhra samanvita; catuh
svara cchidra yukta murali caru nadini (Bhakti Rasamrta
Sindhu 2.1.367)

"A flute which is two hands long, which has a hole for the
mouth and four sound-holes and which makes beautiful sounds
is called a Murali."
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$11 Krsna’s Varsi-flute is described as follows:

ardhangulantaronmanam taradir vivarastakam;
tatah sardhangulad yatra mukha randhram tathangulam
Siro vedangulam puccham tryangulam sa tu vamsika;
nava randhra smrta sapta dasangula mita budhaih
dasangulantara syac cet sa tara mukha randhrayoh;
mahanandeti vikhyata tatha sammohiniti ca
bhavet siryantara sa cet tata akarsint mata;
anandini tada vamsi bhaved indrantara yadi
gopanam vallabha seyam vamsuliti ca visruta;
kraman manimayi haimi vainaviti tridha ca ya

(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.1.368-72)

"A flute which has a distance of half a finger between each of
the holes, which has eight sound-holes, whose mouth-hole is
one and a half finger away from the first soundhole, whose
frontpiece is four fingers long and backpiece is three fingers
long, which has a total of nine holes and which is seventeen
fingers long is called a Varnsi. When there is a distance of ten
fingers between the mouth-hole and the sound-holes of a
Vamgi, it is then called Mahananda and Sammohini. When
there is a distance of twelve fingers, it is called Akarsini and
when there is a distance of fourteen fingers, it is called
Anandini. This Anandini-flute is very dear to the cowherders
and is famous as the Vamsuli.

The Sammobhini is made of jewels, the Akarsini is golden and
the Varh$uli is made of bamboo."

Sri  Raghunatha  says:  naktandivam — madhuripor
adharamprtam ya sphita pibatyalam avadham aho subhagya

"This fortunate flute is greatly nourished by drinking the
nectar of Krsna’s flute day and night without any obstruction."
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Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: krsna vaktrendu
nisthyutam murali  ninadamrtam uddipananam sarvesam
madhye pravaram irsyate (Ujjvala-Nilamani, Uddipana
Prakarana 65)

"The nectarean flute-sound emanating from Krsna’s moon-
like mouth is the greatest of all uddipanas (incitations of
ecstatic love)."

The sweetness of the flute is one of the four kinds of
sweetness® that is innate in Sii Krsna."

trijagan manasakarsi murali kala kajitah "The inarticulate
sounds of the Murali attracts the minds of the three worlds."

This is one of Sri Krsna’s extraordinary qualities, which
maddens the world. Only the flute-playing in Vrndavana can
madden the world. The sound of transcendence emanates from
the flute at Vrajendra-Nandana’s mouth.

sabda brahmamaya venum vadayantam mukhambuje That
sound, that tune, that gamut is one of the great treasures of the
kingdom of God! That inarticulate sound is like an all-attractive
mantra that causes the kama-bija® to vibrate.

se dhvani caudike dhaya, anda-bhedi vaikunthe yaya,
Jjagatera bole poise kane
sabha matoyala kori, balatkare ane dhari,
visesata yuvatira gane

26 The four kinds of sweetness manifest in Vraja are: sweetness of
pastimes, sweetness of love, sweetness of the flute and sweetness of
the form.

27 Lit: seed of desire. Transcendental sound that invokes

confidential Krsna-mantras. Ed.
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"This sound spreads in all directions, pierces the covering of
the universe and ascends to Vaikuntha. It forcibly enters into
the ears of everyone in the world. It maddens everyone and
brings them to Him by force. This counts especially for the
young girls."

dhvani bodo uddhata, pativratara bhange vrata,
pati kole hoite kadhi ane
vaikunthera laksmigane, yei kore akarsane
tara age kiba gopigane

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 21)

"This sound is very audacious and breaks the vows of chaste
wives, dragging them out of their husbands™ laps. If it even
attracts the goddesses of fortune from Vaikuntha, then what to
speak of the gopis?"

The flute has the greatest influence on the Vraja-Kisoris, who
have sweet amorous feelings for Krsna. In his svariipa, Sripada
Raghunatha is the maidservant of Sri Radharani, the crown
jewel of Vraja-Kisoris. Therefore he glorifies the Murali in the
same way as the Vrajasundaris do it. The Vrajasundaris think
that the Murali is constantly drinking the most precious nectar
of Krsna’s lips, without any obstruction, and that is not a small
merit. They are eager to know what great pious acts this flute
performed to attain such a great fortune.

gopyah kim acarad ayam kusalam sma venur
damodaradhara-sudham api gopikanam
bhunkte svayam yad avasista-rasam hradinyo
hrsyattvaco’sru mumucus taravo yatharyah

(Bhagavata 10.21.9)
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“One Vrajasundari, who was enchanted by the sweetness of
Krsna’s flute-playing, said: “O sakhis! I do not know what great
pious activities this dry wooden flute has performed, as a result
of which he is freely and unlimitedly enjoying the nectar of
Damodara’s lips, which is actually only enjoyable for the Vraja-
gopikas! The rivers horripilate in the form of their blossoming
lotus flowers when they behold this good fortune and the trees
issue streams of honey as tears of ecstasy, just as the elders of a
family shed tears of ecstasy when they see that some crown
jewel of devotees has taken birth in their dynasty.™

Srila Kavirgja Gosvamipada has given a wonderful
explanation of this verse when he describes Sriman
Mahaprabhu’s talks of ecstatic incoherence (pralapa):

gopiganal koho sabhe koriya vicara!
kon tirtha, kon tapa, kon siddha mantra japa,
ei venu koilo janmantare

"O gopis! Tell me after due consideration! In which holy
place has this flute bathed? What penances did he perform, or
what perfect mantra has he practised in a previous birth?"

heno krsnadhara sudha, ye koilo amrta mudha,
yara asaya gopi dhare prana
e venu ayogya ati, eke sthavara purusa jati,
sei sudha sada kore pana
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"Although this flute is so unqualified, being a motionless
being of the male sex®, he always drinks the nectar of Krsna’s
lips, that defeats ordinary nectar, the aspiration for which keeps
the gopis alive."

yara dhana na kohe tare, pana kore balatkare,

pite tare dakiya janaya
tara tapasyara phala, dekho ihara bhagya bol,
ihara ucchista mahajane khaya

"He forcibly drinks the wealth that does not belong to him
and then calls the gopis, thus telling them about the result of
his penances. Just see how fortunate he is! Even the great saints
eat his remnants!"

manasa ganga kalindi, bhuvana pavana nadi,
krsna yadi tate kore snana
venura jhutadhara rasa, hoiya lobhe paravasa,
sei kale harse kore pana

"When Krsna bathes in world-sanctifying rivers like Manasa
Ganga and Yamuna, they become overwhelmed with greed and
blissfully drink the saliva emanating from His flute."

e to nari rahu diire, vrksa sab tara tire,
tapa kore para upakart.
nadira Sesa rasa paiya, — miala dvare akarsiya
keno piye, bujhite na pare

28 Previously, the flute was described as female, because the Murali-
flute is a female flute, but this pada glorifies the Venu, which is a male
flute. Ed.
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"What to speak of the women (rivers), even the trees on the
banks of these waters, which perform penance for the welfare
of others drink this saliva, which is the nectarean remnant of
the rivers, by sucking it up through their roots. Why they are
drinking it, they cannot understand."

nijankure pulakita, puspa hasya vikasita,
madhu mise bohe asru-dhara
venuke mani nija jati, aryera yaiche putra nati,
vaisnava hoile ananda vikara

"They horripilate through their sprouts, smile through their
blooming flowers and shed streams of tears through their
oozing honey. Considering the flute to belong to their species,
they show these signs of ecstasy just as a noble man is ecstatic
when his son or grandson becomes a Vaisnava."

venura tapa jani yabe, ei tapa kore tabe,
o to ayogya, amara yogya nari.
ya na paiya duhke more, ayogya piye sahite nari,

taha lagi tapasya vicari
(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya Ch.16)

"When we know what penance this Venu performed, we will
also do it. He is, after all, unqualified and we are qualified
because we are young women. We die of misery because we
don’t get it and we cannot tolerate that this unqualified flute
gets it, so we ourselves consider to perform penance."

éripﬁda ascertains the qualifications of the Murali by saying:
$§ri radhika prathita manam aptha divya nadair adho nayati
tam muralim namami
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"T offer my obeisances unto this Murali, who removes even
Sri Radhika’s turbulent pique with her sweet sounds."

phutkrti vidhuta manah sa bhavatu vijayt harer venuh
(Ujjvala Nilamani Srﬁgﬁra bheda 140)

"Sri Krsna’s Venu is supreme, for Sr1 Radhika’s pique is
destroyed simply when Hari blows through it."
manasyopadhyayi prasida sakht rundhi me sruti-dvandvam.
ayam uccatana mantram siddho venur vane pathati (ibid 141)

Lalita teaches Sri Radha mana and Sri Krsna plays His
Murali. Manamayi Sri Radha then admonishes Her dear friend
Lalita, saying:

"O teacher of the science of pique! Be pleased with Me and
block My ears! Just listen! This flute is like a master of yoga that
utters a persecuting mantra in the woods! When this mantra
enters into My ears I won’t be able to maintain My pique
anymore!"

Remembering this wonderful ability of the flute to break
(Radhika’s) pique, he remembers a pastime, which was
revealed to him in his siddha-svariipa one day. This pastime is
desribed in verse 49.

One day, $17 Radha is pouting in a kufija and Her pique is
hard to conquer. She was eagerly waiting for Her lover in a
kuiija, when He came to Her with the signs of enjoyment of
another heroine on Him, and this caused Her pique.
Everybody, Nagara (Krsna) as well as the sakhis, was aggrieved
because of Manini’s longlasting pique. The different clever and
flattering words of Vrnda and her girl-messengers could not
remove Her pique. The different funny and suggestive words
of Madhumangala and his buddies were unable to remove
Srimati’s pique and finally, the guilty Nagara Himself fell at
ManinT’s foot soles and cajoled Her in so many ways, floating in
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His own tears, but still Srimati’s pique was not broken. Sitting
with Her back towards Him, She completely rejected Him.
Seeing that both Radha and Syﬁma were suffering hardships,
the sakhis also undertook different efforts to break Radha’s
pique:
nayanera nira, nijhare jharaye,
canda nirakhaye taya.
tohari vadana, sonari tokhona,
murachita gadi yaya.

"Streams of tears gush from His eyes when He sees the
moon, for then He remembers Your face and falls in a swoon."

rama he! tejaho kathina mana!l
purukha viraha, duhsaha kathina,
ebara rakhoho prana

"O lady-love! Give up Your harsh pique! This man is no
longer able to tolerate the harsh separation from You! Now save
His life!"

kusuma-lata dhari, alingaye hari,
tuya kalevara bhane
parase vivasa, bhoi gelo madhava,
muruche madana bane

"Hari embraces a flower vine, taking it to be Your body.
Madhava becomes overwhelmed by that touch and faints from
the onslaughts of Cupid’s arrrows."

Sirisa kusume, Seja vichaiya,
kama sare ageyana
garala adhika, candana lepana,
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tejite cahe parana
(Pada Kalpataru)

"He makes a bed of Sirisa-flowers and faints because of
Cupid’s arrows. The sandalpulp anointing His body feels hotter
to Him than poison. Thus He wants to give up His life." Even
these petitions of the sakhis could not break Srimati’s mana.

Then they tried to persuade Her with different intimidating
words.

Lalita said: "Come, Visakha! Come, my friends! We're all
going home! Our hero has already left in despair. Let Her stay
there alone in that kufija, holding on to Her pride!"

Still Srimati’s mana did not go. Manini silently sat there
weeping and breathing deeply. Everyone is upset with anxiety
and anguish. Just then, one sakhz told éyﬁma:

"éyﬁma! Have You forgotten the glories of Your flute? Take
shelter of Your flute just once and let’s see what will happen!"

Syamasundara then took His Murali to His flower-like lips
and blew in it. Syz‘lma’s heartache of separation from Sri Radha
became manifest in the unclear sweet sounds of the flute, and
as soon as that sound entered into SrimatT’s earholes She
became unsteady. Gone was Her pique!

The sakhis then glorified the fortunate Murali, who was able
to remove Srimati’s pique and establish the meeting of the
Divine Pair for that day.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I praise that sakhi, who appears as
Krsna’s flute!"

krsnera adharamrta diva-rairi pane;
atisaya paripusta yei bhagyavane

radhara utkata mana yara divya nade;
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apanayana koriteche nitya pade pade
$ri krsnera kore sei mohana murali;
namaskara kori tare ho’ye kutaholi

"T eagerly offer my obeisances unto Sr1 Krsna’s enchanting
Murali-flute, who is so fortunate to drink the nectar of Krsna’s
lips day and night and thus become greatly nourished, and
whose divine sounds always remove Radha’s harsh pique."

nana vidha catuvakye vrndadi ditigana;
asamartha hoy yaha korite khandana
madhumangaladi sakha parihasa vakye;
sithila korite nare ye mana-granthike
pranata hoiya pade vrajendranandana;
durjaya mana nirasane asamartha hon
vibhisika pradarsane yoto sakhigana;
yara prasamane tara-o pardjita hon
phutkara koriba-matra se durjaya mana;
apasarana kore yei trnera samana
saubhagya salint sakhi svaripa vamsike;
nitya stava kori ami pranata mastake

"T bow down my head before the fortunate Varmsi, who
appears like a sakhi. Simply by blowing into her, Krsna
managed to remove $r1 Radha’s turbulent pique, which Vrnda
and her girl-messengers could not break with their different
flattering words, which Madhumangala and his buddies could
not unravel with their joking words, which Vrajendra-Nandana
could not remove by bowing down to Her, and which the sakhis
could not pacify by threatening to abandon Her.

Even they could not defeat Radha’s pride, but the flute
removed it just like a blade of grass. I eternally praise this flute."
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VERSE 50:

sphitas tandaviko harer muralika-nadena nrtyotsavain
ghiirnac-caru-sikhanda-valgu-sarasi-tire nikuifijagratah
tanvan kuifija-viharinoh sukha-bharam sampadayed yas tayoh
smrtva tarh Sikhi-rajam utsukataya badharh didrksamahe

sphitah - blooming; tandavikah - Tandavika; hareh - Hari’s;
muralika - Murali; nddena - by the sound; nrtya - dance; utsavam -
festival; gharnat - turning; caru - beautiful; sikhanda - peacock; valgu
- lovely; sarasi - lake; tire - on the bank; nikuiija - grove; agratah -
before; tanvan - extending; kunija viharina - the enjoyers in the grove;
sukha-bharam - great joy; sampadayet - accomplishes; yah - who;
tayoh - of Radha and Krsna; smytva - having remembered; ¢am - him;
Sikhi-rajam - the king of peacocks; utsukataya - eagerly; badham -
increased; didrksamahe - we desire to see.

We eagerly yearn to see Tandavika, the king of
peacocks, remembering how he bloomed of joy when
hearing Hari’s flute song and how he delighted the
enjoyers of the kunja, Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna, by spreading
out his feathers and engaging in a festival of dance
before the gate of the nikuiija on the bank of Sri
Radhakunda.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises Sr1 Krsna’s beloved peacock Tandavika.

All the animals, birds, trees and vines in Vraja are Sri Radha-
Madhava’s playmates, and the Divine Pair considers them all
Theirs. They have a sweet relationship with each of them, and
thus the flavours of Their pastimes are nourished.

- 260 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Tandavika is S1i Krsna’s beloved peacock. When Tandavika
hears Sri Krsna’s flutesong, he spreads out his feathers and
shows the wonderful sweetness of his dancing.

From Srimad Bhagavata’s ‘Venu-Giti'-chapter we learn how
the Vraja-gopis, in their parva-raga (preliminary stage of love)
experienced the sweet dancing of the peacocks when they
heard Sri Govinda’s flute —

govinda venum anu matta mayara nrtyam  preksadri
sanvaparatanya samasta sattvam (Bhag. 10.21.10)

The purport of this verse is, that when $11 Krsna came to the
forest and began to play His flute, the peacocks took Him to be
a fresh monsoon cloud, His dress to be the fresh lightning and
His flute song to be the soft rumbling of the clouds. Thus they
began to dance in ecstatic love, extending their feathers.

Then Si1 Krsna increased their enthusiasm by playing His
flute even more blissfully. In this way, Sri Krsna’s flute-playing
and the dancing of the peacocks exhibit a wonderful
transcendental bliss, which causes all the different birds and
animals of the forest to become immersed in topmost bliss.
Speechless and motionless they stand in the table land of
Govardhana Hill, relishing the mellows of S$r1 Krsna’s flute-
playing and the dancing of the peacocks as spectators.

When the peacocks blisstully spread out their feathers and
start dancing, some of their feathers fall off, making Sr1 Krsna
think:

"These peacocks are pleased with My flute-playing and are
giving Me presents in the form of these nicely coloured peacock
feathers. It is as if they are saying:

"Ohe Vrajendra-Nandana! We are just birds! We don’t have
any jewels and money, but the people love our feathers. Being
pleased with Your flute-playing, we are offering You these
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coloured peacock feathers as presents. Will You accept this
humble offering?"

Vraja-raja-Nandana then devotionally wears these loving
offerings on His head. Hence He is called Sikhi—piﬁcha—mauh
(He Who wears peacock feathers).

When S$17 Krsna tucks these peacock feathers in His crown,
all the mobile and immobile creatures become enchanted by
His beauty and the peacocks, considering themselves fortunate,
dance in even greater loving ecstasy!

This verse praises Vrndavana’s greatest peacock Tandavika.
Tandavika plays a very beautiful role in the pastimes of the
Divine Pair.

During the kunja-bhanga-pastime®, he awakens the fear in
Their hearts that some unwanted, adverse person is coming by
crying out ke-o” ke-o’, and thus he urges Them to return home.
When the Divine Pair meets, he awakens in Them desires to
make love with his dancing.

And how much bliss he gives to the Divine Pair and Their
sakhis when he is put at stake during gambling matches like the
dice-game! And then again, when Sri Radha and Her girlfriends
see Tandavika when they are separated from S$i7 Krsna, they
can understand that Krsna must be around there.

This verse depicts the remembrance of a sweet pastime that
was perceived one day. The Divine Pair was once enjoying
Themselves freely and sweetly in the woods around Si1
Radhakunda at noontime. Sri Radha-Madhava entered into the
forest named Varsaharsa (joy of the monsoon), where the sky
was covered by garlands of monsoon clouds, rain was pouring

29 Radha and Krsna's pastime of awakening between 3.36-6 a.m.,
described in the opening chapters of Govinda-Lilamrta and Krsna-
Bhavanamrta.

- 262 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

down incessantly and the directions were filled with Kadamba-,
Arjuna- and other trees.

The sakhi of the monsoon-season arrived to render her
service to the Divine Pair, wearing a black dress in the form of
a garland of monsoon clouds, intertwined by golden threads of
lightning, a pearl necklace in the form of a row of ducks and
jeweled ornaments in the form of the rainbow with its multi-
coloured beams of blue, yellow and red.

After admiring the beauty of the monsoon-forest, the Divine
Pair sat down on a jeweled throne in a kuiija, where the sakhis
and maijarts became absorbed in their devotional services.
Meanwhile Tandavika, the king of peacocks, entered the
courtyard of the kurija and began to dance sweetly, to inspire
the Divine Pair to perform Their erotic pastimes.

How wonderfully sweetly the deep rumbling of the clouds is
decorated by the soft sound of the fresh Krsna-cloud’s Murali-
flute! In the sky there is a garland of clouds inset with restless
lightning strikes, and ahead, in the kuiija, is a fresh Krsna-cloud
embraced by ST Radha, Who has the luster of millions of steady
lightning strikes!

There is no limit to Tandavika’s joy! The king of peacocks,
Tandavika, dances in an enchanting way, turning along an
abundance of enchanting flowers. Kuiija-enjoyers S$ri Radha-
Madhava are fascinated when They behold Tandavika’s dance.
Remembering  this  pastime, Sri Raghunatha  says:
"Remembering this Tandavika I eagerly yearn to see him!"

Along with seeing Tandavika’s dancing, $17 Raghunatha is
eager to see the sweetness of the pastimes of the Divine Pair.

mohana murali nade radhakunda tire;
paranande matiya ye nikufijera dvare
puccha pasariya ghuri nrtyotsava range;
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sukha dana koriteche $ri radha govinde
sei Sikhi-raja srestha ‘tandavika® nama;
nitya darasana lagi akulita prana

"With an anxious heart I always yearn to see the greatest king
of peacocks named ‘Tandavika’, who delights Sr1 Radha-
Govinda by spreading out his tail and wiggling around in a
festival of ecstatic intoxicated dance in front of the nikuiija-gate
on the bank of Radhakunda, following the enchanting sound of
the Murali-flute."

VERSE 51:

saptaharh mura-mardanah pranayato gosthaika-raksotsuko
bibhran-manam udara-pani-ramanair yasmai salilath dadau
gandharva-murabhid-vilasa-vigalat-kasmira-rajyad-guha-
tat khattayita-ratna-sundara-silo govardhanah patu vah

sapta - seven; aham - days; muramardanah - Krsna; pranayatah -
out of love; gostha - Vraja; eka - only; raksa - protection; utsukah -
eager; vibhrad - carrying; manam - worshipable; udara - enchanting;
pani - hand; ramanaih - through the lovely motions; yasmai - by
whom; salilam - with pastimes; dadau - giving; gandharva-murabhid
- Radha-Krsna; vilasa - pastimes; vigalat - melted off; kasmira -
saffron; rajyad - shining; guhah - cave; tat - its; khattayita - couch;
ratna - jewel; sundara - beautiful; silah - rock; govardhanah -
Govardhana; patu - may protect; vah - you.

May Govardhana Hill, who was lovingly held up on the
graceful hand of Sri Krsna, Who was eager to protect
Gokula, for seven days; who was thus given the honour
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of a worshipable personality by the Lord; whose caves
are coloured by the saffron, which has fallen from Sri
Gandharva and Giridhari’s bodies during Their loving
pastimes and whose boulders are like beautiful jeweled
couches for the Divine Couple to sit on, protect you.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Giriragja Sii
Govardhana is being praised.

Sri Giriraja is Vraja's saubhdagya-tilaka (the mark of glory and
fortune), and because of him, St Vrndavana is so lovely.

aho vrndavanam ramyam yatra govardhano girih (Skanda
Purana)

By aborting the cowherders’ traditional sacrifice to Indra and
by establishing the worship of Giriraja instead, the Lord has
personally announced the glories of Giriraja to the world. He
extended the net of logical arguments before His worshipable
father S11 Nanda Maharaja to make him lose confidence in the
worship of Indra and then preached the worship of Govardhana
Hill.

Finally Indra became angry and began to cause mischief to
Vraja by pouring down rain and thunderbolts upon the area,
and the Lord callously held up Giriraja with His left hand, thus
protecting the people of Vraja.

One of $r1 Krsna’s names is Muramardana, which means that
He easily killed a demon named Mura, who was adverse to the
demigods, headed by Indra.

He could have protected Vraja through so many other means
also, but just to establish the glories of Giriraja, Sr1 Krsna lifted
His beloved mount and thus protected Vraja by providing its
inhabitants, who were attacked by Indra, a place of shelter
under it.
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Not only that, He Himself worshipped Govardhana Hill with
His lotus hands for seven days and nights without interruption.

Just as the means of worshipping the deity is laid down in the
scriptures, that show how to make pure mudras with the hands,
indicating one’s expertise in ritual worship, similarly Sri
Giridhari held Sri Giriraja on the little finger of His left hand
and worshipped Girirgja as if He were a worshipper Himself,
by holding it continuously for seven days and nights, showing
pure mudras with His left hand.

By thus personally worshipping Giriraja, who is also known
as Haridasa Varya, the best of Hari’s servants, the Lord taught
the people of the world how to worship a devotee.

The Lord personally told S$r1 Uddhava:

mad bhakta pijyabhyadhika (Bhag. 11.19.21) "One of the
causes of attaining devotion unto Me is to know that it satisfies
Me even more if My devotee is worshipped than if T am
personally worshipped."

For this reason also the Lord told His beloved associate
Arjuna in the Adi-Purana:

ye me bhakta janah partha na me bhaktas ca te janah
mad bhaktanam ca ye bhaktas te me bhaktatama matah

"O Partha! Those who are only My devotees are actually not
My devotees, but those who are the devotees of My devotees, I
consider them to be My topmost devotees!"

Sriman Mahadeva also told Devi:

aradhananam sarvesam visnor aradhanam param
tasmat parataram devi tadiyanam samarcanam

(Padma Purana)
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"O Devi! Of all the worship of gods, the worship of Visnu is
the greatest. Even greater than the worship of Visnu is the
worship of His devotee!"

The reason is:

siddhir bhavati va neti samsayo’cyuta sevinam
nihsamsayas tu tad bhakta paricaryaratatmanam

(Varaha Purana)

"There may still be doubts about whether or not one attains
perfection simply by serving Acyuta, but there is no doubt
about it that perfection is attained when the devotee of Acyuta
is served."

Thus:

krsna seva hoite-o vaisnava seva bodo;
bhagavata-adi sab sastre koilo dodho
eteke vaisnava seva parama upaya;
bhakta seva hoite se sabai krsna paya
sevakera dasya prabhu kore nijanande;
ajaya caitanya simha jine bhakta vrnde

"The service to the Vaisnavas is even greater than the service
to Krsna. All this has been firmly concluded by scriptures like
the Bhagavata. The service to the Vaisnavas is the greatest
means to attain Krsna. The Lord Himself revels in the service
to the devotees. Thus the devotees subdue the invincible
Caitanya-lion."

Then Sr1 Raghunatha shows how Si1 Giriraja Govardhana is
the greatest of all of Lord Hari’s servants by saying: gandharva-
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murabhid vilasa vigalat kasmira rajyad guhas tat khattayita
ratna sundara silo govardhanah patu vah

"May Govardhana Hill, whose caves are coloured by the
saffron that has fallen from Sri Gandharva and Giridhari’s
bodies during Their loving pastimes, and whose boulders are
like beautiful jeweled couches for the Divine Couple to sit on,
protect you."

There are many devotees known as Haridasa in this world,
but no one like Giriraja Govardhana can offer a lovely
playground to the Lord with his own body. The most lovely
solitary caves of Sri-Sri Giriraja are decorated by the saffron
that has fallen off Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s bodies during Their
amorous pastimes. This shows that the most intimate pastimes
of the Divine Pair take place there.

In this way Sri Giriraja has become blessed by carrying
hundreds of charming caves and groves on his body, that are
decorated with Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s necklaces, bangles
and garlands, which were broken during Their amorous battles.
Srimat Rﬁpa Gosvami has written:

gandharvayah keli kala bandhava!
kunije ksunnais tasyah kankana haraih prayatanga
rasa krida-manditayopatyakayadhya!
pratyasam me tvam kuru govardhana parnam

(Stavamala)

"0 Govardhana! You are the assistant in Gandharva Sri
Radha’s artistic pastimes. Your body has been decorated with
Sri Radha’s broken bangles and garlands and your valleys have
been enriched by having been adorned with 11 Radha-Krsna’s
Rasa-pastimes. Please fulfill all my desires!"
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In this way Giriraja’s boulders are like beautiful jewelled
couches for Sri Radha-Krsna, where the playful Pair can
blissfully sit and enjoy a little rest. Srimat Ripa Gosvami has
written: prajya rajir yasya virajatyupalanam krsnenasau
santatam adhyasita madhya

"O Govardhana! Your garland of boulders shines very
beautifully because Sri Krsna always sits on them!"

Sripﬁda Dasa Gosvami says:

"May that Govardhana, whose boulders are like beautiful
jeweled couches for the Divine Couple to sit on, protect you!"
In other words:

"May he protect the surrendered soul by giving him prema!"
This is Sﬁpﬁda Gosvamicarana’s merciful blessing upon the

world.
mura-nasana sri govinda, raksa lagi kori chanda,
prana priya vraja vrndavana
yara paja jandite, nija manohara hate,

sapta dina korilo dharana
yugala vilasa kale, duhun anga sveda jale,

vigalita kunkuma candane
yara guhd suraijita, ratna-khatta sila-yuta,

raksa korun sei govardhane

"May Govardhana Hill, who was held for seven days on the
enchanting hand of Mura-nasana S$ri Govinda, Who wanted to
protect His heart’s beloved Vraja-Vrndavana and Who wanted
to show the world how to worship Giriraja, whose caves are
coloured by the saffron that has melted off the sweat-studded
bodies of the Divine Pair during Their amorous pastimes, and
who has boulders like jeweled couches, my that Govardhana
Hill protect you."
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VERSE 52:

nipais campaka-palibhir nava-varasokai rasalotkaraih
punnagair bakulair lavanga-latika vasantikabhir vrtaih
hrdyam tat-priya-kundayos tata-milan-madhya-pradesam param
radha-madhavayoh priya-sthalam idam kelyas tad evasraye

nipaih - by Kadamba-trees; campaka-palibhih - by rows of
Campaka-vines; nava - fresh; vara - best; asokaih - by Asoka-trees;
rasala - mango-trees; utkaraih - by a multitude; punnagaih - by
Punnaga- or Naga Kesara-trees; bakulaih - by Bakula-trees; labanga-
latika - by clove-vines; vasantikabhih - by Madhavi-vines; vrtaih -
surrounded; hrdyam - pleasant; tat - Their; priya - dear; kundayoh -
of both ponds; tata - the bank; milan - meeting; madhya - middle;
pradesa - area; param - greatest; radha-madhavayoh - of Radha and
Madhava; priya - dear; sthalam - place; idam - this; kelyah - plays; tad
- that; eva - only; asraye - 1 take shelter.

I take shelter of the central area where Radhakunda
and Syamakunda meet (the Sangama), which is Radha
and Madhava’s dear most playground and which is very
charming due to being surrounded by Kadamba-trees,
Campaka-vines, excellent Asoka-trees, mango-trees,
Naga-Kesara-trees, Bakula-trees, clove-vines and
Madhavi-vines.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: After praising St Govardhana,
éripﬁda Raghunatha now praises Sr1 Radhakunda, the most
lovely crown jewel of Vraja, which is situated at the base of Sri
Govardhana and which is his exclusive sanctuary. He starts with
the Sangama, the place where Sr1 Radhakunda and
Syﬁmakur}da meet.
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After Sri Krsna killed the bull demon Aristasura, He struck
the ground with His left heel and created Syﬁmakur)da on the
pretext of purifying Himself. Then He called all the holy waters
of the world to come and enter into it.

When He challenged Sr1 Radharani in this way by making a
kunda that contained all the holy waters, Srimati Radharani,
seeing a large hole on the western side of Syﬁmakunda that
Aristasura had made at the time of death by kicking it with his
hooves, began to make S$r1 Radhakunda there by digging out the
soil with Her girlfriends.

In this verse, Sripﬁda Raghunatha praises the Sangama, the
place where Sri Radhakunda and Syamakunda meet. This
Sangama-place is extremely charming due to being surrounded
and covered by different trees and vines.

The mere sight of this place fills the minds of the Playful Pair
Sri-Sr1 Radha-Madhava with a strong desire to make love.

In Sri Vmdavana Mahimamrtam (4.102-107) Srila
Prabodhananda Sarasvati describes the wealth of the natural
beauty that surrounds Sr1 Radhakunda and Syamakunda:

praphulla divya mallika labanga jati yathika
kadamba campakavali sthalaravinda vithibhih;
sirtsa kunda ketakt kusumbha kimsukadibhir
manojita madhavi latadyananta puspa vallibhih
priyangu naga kesarair asoka karnikarakaih
sphutatimukta saptala suvarna yathikadibhih;
vicitra bheda jhintika sugandha bandhujiwakair
hayari kubjakadibhih praphullitair vicitritam
vicitra pallavodgamair vicitra puspa sambhrtair
vicitra patra maijarir vicitra guccha jalakaih;
vicitra saurabhodayair vicitra sidhu varsibhir
vicitra rocir ujjoalaih parais ca sakhibhir vrtam
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"All around the two kundas are blooming divine jasmine-
vines, clove-vines, Jatis, Yathikas, Kadamba-trees, rows of
Campaka-trees, landlotuses, éirisa—, Kunda-, Ketaki-,
Kusumbha- and Kimsuka-flowers; innumerable flower vines
like the Madhavi-latas, Priyangu-, Naga-Kesara-, Asoka-, and
Karnikara-trees, blooming Madhavi-vines, fresh jasmines,
golden Yathikas and so on; different kinds of Jhintikas, fragrant
Bandhuka-flowers, Hayari-, Kubjaka- and other trees.

The woods around the kunda are decorated with wonderfully
effulgent trees bearing wonderful budding sprouts, an
abundance of wonderful flowers, wonderful leaves and buds
and wonderful garlands, which are spreading a wonderful scent
and are creating a wonderful shower of honey."

And then again:

radha-krsna raha kathanuvadanad ascarya madhuryavad
dhvanaih sri suka sarika-vyatikarair ananda sarvasvadam
karnakarsi kuhith kuhar iti kalalapair vrtam kokilair
nrtyan matta mayaram anya vihagais cananda kolahalam
tan madhye nava manju kuiija valayam sobha vibhityasama-
nordhvam divya vicitra ratna latikadyananda puspa sriya
antastalpa varam varopakaranair adhyam samantad dadhad
radha-madhava bhukta bhogyam akhilanandaika samrajya-bhah
madhyaitadrsa kuija mandalam aho kundam maha mohanam
sandrananda maha-rasamrta bharaih svacchaih sada sambhrtam
ratnabaddha catustatt vilasitam sad ratna sopanavat
tirtham $ri tata sat kadambaka talacchaya mani kuttimam

"The kunijas give great delight with their sweet and amazing
male and female parrots who loudly repeat S$r1 Radha-Krsna’s
intimate talks. They are decorated with cuckoos who delight the
ears with their unclear sweet singing of kuhii kuhii, intoxicated
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peacocks who beautify the place with their dancing and various
birds who make a great ecstatic tumult.

These fresh groves have attained a peerless status with their
treasure of beauty and the blissful flowers of the wonderful and
divine jeweled vines. Here again are the greatest couches,
which are endowed with the most excellent ingredients for the
enjoyment of Sri Radha and Madhava.

In this way, nothing else can be perceived anywhere but the
kingdom of transcendental bliss".

"In the middle of these kuiijas is a charming pond, which is
always filled with clear, nectar-like water that crystallises the
strong flavours of deep bliss. Its four banks are studded with
jewels, the ghats (landingplaces) are beautified by
superexcellent jeweled staircases and enchanting jeweled
platforms that lie in the shade of Kadamba-trees."

In this way, the Sangama, the place where the two kundas
meet and the place which is endowed with the most amazing
natural beauty, is Sri Sri Radha-Madhava’s dear most
playground, where Their wonderful sweet pastimes take place.

The two kundas are non-different from Sri Srt Radha-Syama.
This sweet meeting place of the two kundas awakens desires for
amorous pastimes in the hearts of the Youthful Pair and thus
makes Them unsteady.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of this most confidential
playground of the Sri Yugala."

This playground is transcendental and the reservoir of all
compassion. The kundas will be merciful to anyone who is
sincerely and earnestly surrendered and it will bless such a soul
by showing him the pastimes that are taking place there. This is
the main purpose of surrender.

kadamba campaka-sren, abhinava asoka sren,
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bakuladi amra nagesvara
labanga madhavt dvara, cari dike ache ghera,
ye sthanera sobha manohara
radhakunda syamakunda, madhye ratna bhiamikhanda,
yetha nitya yugala vihara.
divya cintamani dhama, sangama sthala yara nama,
asraya kori vasana amara

"I yearn to take shelter of the divine Cintamani-abode called
the Sangama, the jewelled grounds that connect Radhakunda
and Syamakunda, where the Divine Pair always enjoys and
which is beautifully surrounded by enchanting rows of
Kadamba-, Campaka-, Asoka-, Bakula-, mango- and Nagesvara-
trees as well as clove- and Madhavi-vines."

VERSE 53:

§ri-vrnda-vipinaih suramyam api tac chriman sa govardhanah
sa rasa-sthalikapy alam rasamayi ki tavad anya-sthalam
yasyapy amsa-lavena narhati manak samyarh mukundasya tat
pranebhyo’py adhika-priyeva dayitarh tat-kundam evasraye

§rt vrndavipinam - Sri Vrndavana; suramyam - very lovely; api -
although; tat - that; sriman - beautiful; sa - he; govardhanah -
Govardhana; s - she; rasa-sthalika - the place of the Rasa dance; api
- even; alam - greatly; rasamayi - full of flavour; kim - what; tavat - so
far; anya - other; sthalam - places; yasya - whose; amsa - particle;
lavena - with a fraction; na - not; arhati - should; manak - slightly;
samyam - equality; mukundasya - of Mukunda; tat - that; pranebhyah
- than the heart; api - even; adhika - more; priya - dear; iva - as if;
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dayitam - dearly beloved; tat - that; kundam - pond; eva - only; asraye
- I take shelter.

The delightful forest of Vrndavana, beautiful
Govardhana Hill and the nectarean arena of the Rasa-
dance, what to speak of other places, are not equal to
even a single particle of one of the atoms of Sri
Radhakunda. I take shelter of that divine lake, which is
dearer to Mukunda than His own life breath.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Srimat Dasa
Gosvamipada, who has taken shelter of Sri Radhakunda,
describes the glories of Vraja’s crown jewel S$11-S11 Radhakunda
and reveals his exclusive attachment to the shelter of the kunda.

yatha radha priya visnos tasyah kundam priyam tatha. sarva
gopisu saivaika visnor atyanta ballabha (Padma Purana)

"Tust as Srimati Radharani is dear to Krsna, so is Her pond
Radhakunda. Of all the gopis, She alone is very dear to i1
Krsna."

On the day the kunda advented itself, $17 Krsna personally
said:

proce harih priyatame tava kundam etat
mat kundato’pi mahimadhikam astu loke
atraiva me salila kelir ihaiva nityam

snanam yatha tvam asi tadvad idam saro me
Sri Hari said: "O Dearest One! May Your kunda be even
more glorious in this world than mine! Here I will always bathe
and play in the water, because this lake is as dear to Me as You

are!"
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sarva gopt hoite radha krsnera preyast;
taiche radha-krsna priya - priyara sarast
yei kunde nitya krsna radhikara sange;
jale jalakeli kore - tire rasa range
sei kunde eka bara yei kore snana;
tare radha sama prema krsna kore dana
kundera madhurt yena radhara madhurima;
kundera mahima yeno radhara mahima

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 18)

"Of all the gopis, Radha is Krsna's most beloved and
similarly, Her lake is most dear to Him. Anyone who bathes
even once in this lake, in which Krsna eternally plays water
sports with Radhika and on whose banks He dances the Rasa-
dance with Her, will receive a love for Krsna that equals the
love of Radhika! The sweetness of the kunda is like Radha’s
sweetness and the glories of the kunda are like Radha’s glories."

Although there are thousands and thousands of holy waters
in Vraja, no such glorification can be heard of any other holy
water. For this reason, Radhakunda is the crown jewel of Vraja.
S1i Raghunitha says:

"In the 168 miles circumference of Vraja, Sri Vindavana is
very charming!"

In the Adi Purana it is written:

yatra vrndavanam nama vanam kama dughair drumaih
manorama nikuiijadhyam sarvartu sukha samyutam
yatra nirmala paniya kalindi saritam vara
ratna baddhobhaya tata hamsa padmadi sankula

"There (in Vraja-dhama) is Vrndavana, which is enriched by
charming arbours that are filled with wish yielding trees, and
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where the six seasons spread delight. Here flows the best of
rivers, Kalindi, which is filled with clear spotless water and
blooming lotus flowers, where swans are swimming and whose
banks are studded with jewels."

In the Padma Purana it is written:

idam vrndavanam ramyam mama dhamaiva kevalam
paiica yojanam evdsti vanam me deha rapakam
kalindiyam susumnakhya paramamrta vahini
tejomayam idam ramyam adrsyam carma caksusa

"This charming Vrndavana is My only abode and with its ten-
mile circumference, this forest is My body. The Kalindi, which
carries the greatest nectar, is also known as the Susumna (spine
of Vraja). This charming Vrndavana is very powerful (and
effulgent), but is invisible to the physical eyes."

There is written more in the Padma Purana about the
loveliness of Vrndavana:

nitya natana puspadi raijitam sukha sankulam
svatmananda sukhotkarsa sabdadi visayatmakam
nana citra vihangadi dhvanibhilh pariraijitam
nand ratna latasobhi mattali dhvani manditam
cintamani paricchannam jyotsna jala samakulam
sarvartu phala puspadhyam prabalaih sobhitam pari
kalindi jala samsargi vayuna kampitarm muhuh
vrnddavanam kusumitam nanda vrksa vihangamaih
samsmaret sadhako dhiman vilasaika niketanam

"An intelligent and attentive practitioner should fully
remember flowery Vrndavana, which is the only abode of
transcendental pastimes. This Vrndavana is coloured by
evergreen flowers, it is filled with transcendental bliss which is
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greater than the bliss experienced by those who perceive the
Paramatma and which is revealed through transcendental
sounds, touches, forms, flavours and fragrances.

Vrndavana is beautified by the sounds of different kinds of
birds and decorated by different jeweled vines with humming,
intoxicated bees.

It is pervaded by a transcendental light which is diffused by
Cintamani-jewels, filled with fruits of all the six seasons and
beautified with coral rocks.

In this flowery Vrndavana, which is beautified with various
trees and birds, the wind makes soft ripples on the water of the
Kalindi. Such are the opulences of Vrndavana."

And in Vrndavana, again the most beautiful place is the
delicious Rasa-sthali.

sasvad rasa rasonmattam yatra gopi-kadambakam. tat
kadamba madhyasthah kisorakrtir acyutah

"Here Sri Acyuta always dwells in an adolescent form,
surrounded by a circle of gopis who are intoxicated by the
flavours of the Rasa-dance."

"In this $17 Vrndavana, the opulence of Govardhana’s beauty
is yet again greater.

yatra  govardhano nama  sunirjharadariyutah.  ratna
dhatumayah sriman supaksi gana sankulah (ibid.)

"Here in Vrndavana lies Govardhana, which is beautified
with the most excellent brooks, caves and sweetly singing
jeweled birds."

Therefore it is by nature even more beautiful than
Vrndavana.

Sri Raghunatha says: "What to speak of other places? Even
the most charming Sri Vrndavana, the most beautiful
Govardhana Hill and the most delicious place where the Rasa-
dance took place cannot equal even a fraction of Sri
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Radhakunda, for this lake is as dear to Mukunda as His heart’s
beloved, Sri Radharani."
Srimat Riipa Gosvami has also written:

vaikunthajjanita vara madhupurt tatrapi rasotsavad
vrndaranyam udara pani ramandt tatrapi govardhanah
radhakundam ihapi gokulapateh premamirtaplavanat
kuryad asya virajato giritate sevam vivekt na kah

"Greater than Vaikuntha is Mathura and greater than that is
Vrndavana, where the Rasa-festival took place. Greater than
that even is Govardhana, which was beautified by the charming
hand of Giridhari. But greatest of all is Radhakunda, which is
inundated by the nectarean love of the Lord of Gokula.

Which intelligent person will not serve this Radhakunda,
which is situated at the base of Giriraja Govardhana?"

Just as Sri Radharani, Who is endowed with madanakhya-
mahabhava, the topmost ecstatic love, is dearer than life to
Krsna, Who is only subdued by pure love, Sri Radhakunda,
which is connected with Her and non-different from Her, is
also most dear to Her. Therefore there is no comparison to Sri
Radhakunda’s glories.

S17 Raghunitha says: "I take shelter of that $rT Radhakunda."

suramya $ri vrndavana, nava nava kufijavana,

Sobhasali giri govardhana.
sei maharasa sthal, yatha rasa rasa keli,

yara mana nahe eka kana

$rt vrnda vipinera, ananta mahimda yara,
lava nahe yahara tulana.

radhakunda radha-sama, mukundera priyatama,

démya kori e mora vasana
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"Although Sr7 Vrndavana is very lovely and endlessly glorious
because the Rasa-dance took place there at the Maharasa-
sthali, and although Giri-Govardhana is beautiful due to its
many fresh kuiija-forests, they are still not comparable to even
a fraction of a drop from S$11 Radhakunda.

I yearn to take shelter of that Radhakunda, which is as dear
to Mukunda as Radha Herself."

VERSE 54:

sphite ratna-suvarna-mauktika-bharaih sarhnirmite mandape

thatkaram vinidhaya yatra rabhasat tau dampati nirbharam
tanvate rati-natha-narma-sacivau tad-rajya-carcarh muda
tam radha-sarasi-tatojjvala-maha-kuiijarh sadahaih bhaje

sphite - broad; ratna - jewel; suvarna - gold; mauktika-bharaih - full
of pearls; sannirmite - beautifully made of; mandape - on the platform;
thutkaram - spitting; vinidhaya - placing; yatra - where; rabhasat -
forcefully; tau - They; dampati - the pair; nirbharam - absorbed;
tanvate - extending; ratinatha - Cupid; narma - joking; sacivau - two
ministers; tad - his; ra@jya - kingdom; carcam - discussion; muda -
joytully; tam - him; radha-sarast - Radhakunda; tata - bank; ujjvala -
shining; mahakufijam - the great grove; sada - always; aham - I; bhaje
- worship.

I always worship the brilliant Mahakuiija on the bank
of Radhakunda, where Radha and Krsna take Cupid as a
humorous minister and where they most blissfully
discuss the situation in Cupid’s kingdom after spitting
upon (and abandoning) the broad platform which was
beautifully made of gold, jewels and pearls.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: As he praises Sr1 Radhakunda,
Sripéda Raghunatha automatically perceives the sweetness of
the kunda within his heart.

In this verse he praises the most brilliantly shining
Mahakuiija on the bank of the kunda. This most brilliantly
shining Mahakuiija must be the kuiija named Lalitanandada
or Ananga-Rangambuja on the northern bank of the kunda,
because this particular kuiija is the biggest of all the kuijas that
are situated around Sr Radhakunda.

Close to the northern Ghata of Sr7 Radhakunda is this square
Ananga-Rangambuja-Kuiija, which consists of eight kunjas
like an eight-petaled lotus flower.

The most excellent golden bananas are its filaments and a
platform shaped like a thousand-petaled golden lotus flower is
its trowel.

This kuija may expand or shrink whenever it suits the
pastimes, which are performed there. It is greatly effulgent.
Lalita’s disciple Kalavali is very diligently maintaining this
kufija. All the six seasons and all kinds of pleasure are
experienced in this kufija, which is the very form of different
pleasant pastimes.

In this Lalitanandada-kusija is a royal temple which is
endowed with the extraordinary wealth of beauty of Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava, the king and queen of the kusija, and Their
girlfriends. The filaments of this lotus shaped kuiija are made
of jewels, the trowel of gold and the many circular rows of lotus
petals are all of equal length and made of different colours of
jewels. Outside of the trowel are the filaments and outside of
the filaments are the petals that gradually increase in size and
number.
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Outside of the trowel of this lotus-like kurija, which delights
all five senses with its qualities like coolness, are rows of
platforms of gold, lapis lazuli, sapphire, crystal and rubies
respectively, which increase its peerless beauty.

In the middle of these platforms are various jeweled images
of mating deer, birds, demigods, human beings, Gandharvas,
Kinnaras and various other living beings. Thus this platform
creates incitements for indescribable flavours.

Five colours (white, red, green, yellow and blue) of flowers
beautify the filaments and the branches of the trees to form a
kind of excellent canopy and the middle of this platform is a
knee-high jeweled platform, which is like a trowel extending a
wonderful beauty.

In the north-western corner of Lalitanandada-Kuija is
Vasanta-Sukhada-Kuiija, in the south west is the Padma-
Mandira, in the north eastern corner is Madhavanandada-
Kuija, in the north is Sitambuja-Kuiija, in the east
Asitambuja-Kuiija, in the south Arunambuja-Kuiija and in
the west Hemambuja-Kunja.»

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "The wealth of beauty of this
Lalitanandada-Mahakuija is so lovely and enchanting, that Sri-
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna spit in disgust on the beautifully
constructed, broadly jeweled, golden and pearl platforms and
leave them behind to go to Lalitanandada-Kunja, being
enchanted by its natural beauty, to most blissfully become
Cupid’s ministers there and to discuss the matters of the
kingdom of lusty desire."

The purport of this is that in Vraja, S$r1-S11 Radhakunda is
anyway the greatest abode for Sri-Sri Rﬁdhﬁ—éyﬁma to enjoy

30 The description of these kufijas can be found in the seventh
chapter of Govinda Lilamrta.
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confidential solitary pastimes, but beyond that, Lalitanandada-
Kuiija is so much filled with the treasure of beauty that Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava and Their girlfriends freely play different
erotic pastimes as well as different other kinds of humorous
pastimes there.?!

Sri Raghunatha says: "I constantly worship this effulgent
Mahakuiija, which is situated on the bank of S$r1 Radhakunda."

sei radhakunda tire, mahakuiija nama dhare,
yara prabha ati samugjvala.
mani muktaya sunirmita, ratna-vedi dhikkrta,
vihariche navina yugala
radha-krsna kautuka bhare, mantri kori kandarpere,
nimagana hasya parihase
kama rajyera alocana, yatha kore duhun jand,
maha-kufija bhaji gala-vase

"T humbly worship the Mahakuiija, the great, brightly shining
arbour on the bank of Radhakunda, where the Youthful Pair,
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna enjoys, cursing the platforms made of
jewels and pearls and where They have great fun in joking with
Each other, playing King Cupid’s ministers and discussing the
situation in the kingdom of lust."

31 These humorous pastimes are described in the midday-pastimes
chapters of lila-granthas such as S11 Govinda Lilamrta, Sii Krsna
Bhavanamrta and Sr1 Krsnahnika Kaumudi.
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VERSE 55:

kantya hanta mithah sphutam hrdi tate sambimbitam dyotate
pritya tan mithunarh muda padakavad ragena bibhrad yayoh
dhatra bhagya-bharena nirmitatare trailokya-laksmyaspade
gaura-§yamatame ime priyatame riipe kadaharh bhaje

kantya - with the luster; hanta - alas!; mithah - mutually; sphutam
- clearly; hrdi tage - on the edge of the heart; sambimbitam - reflected;
dyotate - shines; pritya - with love; tad - that; mithunam - pair; muda
- gladly; padakavad - like a medal; ragena - with passion; vibhrad -
wearing; yayoh - of both; dhatra - by the Creator; bhagya-bharena -
with great fortune; nirmitatare - created; trailokya - of the three
worlds; laksmya - of beauty; aspade - in the abode; gaura - golden;
syamatame - deep blue; ime - in this; priyatame - in the dearmost;
ripe - in the form; kada - when; aham - 1; bhaje - will worship.

When can I worship my most beloved lightning-fair
Radha and deep cloud-blue Syama, Whose splendid
lustre is reflected on the borders of each other’s heart
(because of Their great mutual love), Who passionately
wear each other in the heart as medals, Whom Lord
Brahma created from the summit of good fortune and
Who are the topmost abode of all the beauty in the three
worlds?

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse, Sii
Raghunatha, who has taken shelter of $r1 Radhakunda, praised
the Kunda by glorifying the great Lalitanandada-kufija on its
shore.

Sri Raghunatha, who was absorbed in bhajan on the bank of
the kunda, then suddenly perceived the dual form of Sri Sri
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Radha-Madhava before him, seated on a jeweled platform
within Lalitanandada-kuija.

In this verse, he reveals his recollection of the relish of this
transcendental vision. In this vision here, Sii Raghunatha saw
the Divine Pair seated on a jeweled platform. The luster of
éyﬁma’s cloud-blue form and Sri Radha’s lightning-fair form
illuminate the bank of the Kunda.

It is as if the sweetness of Their luster comes gushing out of
Their transcendental bodies, and the treasure of the beauty of
all three worlds is blessed by merging into the very small
circumferences of Their every limb.

How much bhava and rasa is revealed from the
embodiments of mahabhdava and rasaraja! It is as if the whole
world is inundated by the innumerable billowing waves of the
ocean of bhava and the ocean of rasa!!

$rt mukha sundara vara, hema nila kantidhara,
bhava bhiisana koru sobha.

nila pita vasadhara, gauri syama manohara,
antarera bhave duhur lobha

(Prema Bhakti Candrika)

"Their most beautiful faces bear a golden and bluish luster
and are beautified by ornaments of ecstasy. Enchanting Gauri
(golden Radhika) and Syﬁma (bluish Krsna) wear blue and
yellow garments respectively, and They are eager for Each
other’s hearts feelings."

There is no way to describe the billowing ocean of the great
beauty and sweetness of Radha and Krsna’s forms. When there
is bhava (feeling) in the heart, it can be relished somewhat, that
is for sure, but there is no way to put that relish into words.
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Words are completely insufficient here. Still these feelings
want to come out through the current of verbal expression, but
alas! Words do not have the power to contain the strong urge
of bhava! Words succumb under the pressure of bhava and
become stunned. In this condition, the heart can bloom
because of anything that supports the bhava, but words can
only express a drop of this and remain helpless, standing before
the bhavuka (the ecstatic lover of God) like a beggar.

This inferior media of words is a very powerful stream of
bhava, which is poured into the senses of the bhavagrahi-
bhakta (sensitive devotee) like a waterfall and assists the
bhavuka in awakening his bhava.

The result, nature and dignity of whatever power bhava can
invest into words is unlimited. At various places in this rasa-
kavya (delicious poetry), Sripéda Raghunatha, who is a direct
seer of the sweetness of the Divine Pair, is floating fast in
countless directions on the powerful Yamuna- and Jahnavi-
streams of the transcendental sweetness of Radha and Krsna,
just to cool off the hearts of the rasika-devotees who are eager
to relish that sweetness.

dhatra bhagya bharena nirmitatare trailokya laksmyaspade
gaura syamatame

"Lord Brahma created this Radha of golden luster and this
Syﬁma of bluish luster from the summit of good fortune and
thus They are the topmost abode of all the beauty in the three
worlds."

When we study this part of Sri Raghunatha’s verse, we can
understand how true these words are. The Mahajanas have also
written:

prati anga kon vidhi nirmilo kise. dekhite dekhite koto amiya
varise
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"Which Creator has fashioned Their each and every limb?
How much nectar is showered upon me when I see this?"
Actually, the sweetness of the Divine Pair is not fashioned by
any Creator. It is an eternal, everlasting and self-manifest thing.
But out of great ecstasy and astonishment arising from seeing
these extraordinary, supernatural transcendental forms, these
words are used.

Sri Raghunitha sees that kantya hanta mithah sphutam hrdi-
tate sambimbitam dyotate pritya tan mithunam muda
padakavad ragena vibhrad yayoh

“Radha and Madhava’s splendid lustre is reflected on the
borders of Each other’s heart (because of Their great mutual
love) and They passionately wear each other in the heart as
medals."

The desire of passion is like this: To always have the beloved
close by.

11 Radharani Herself said:

hataka darapana, mathaka phula;
nayanaka anjana, mukhaka tambala
hrdayaka mrgamada, gimaka hara,
dehaka saravasa, gehaka sara
pakhika pakha, minaka pani,
jwaka jivana, ham tuhun jani
tuhun kaise madhava koho tuhun moya,
vidyapati koho - duhun doha hoy

(Pada Kalpataru)
"You are the mirror in My hand and the flower in My hair.

You are the collyrium around My eyes and the betel leaves in
My mouth. You are the musk on My breasts and the necklace
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around My neck. You are the all-in-all for My body and the
essence of My house. I know You as the wing of the bird, the
water for the fish and the life for the soul. O Madhava! How
can I explain to You what You are all to Me?"

Vidyapati says: "They are everything to Each other!"

Although, out of great love, Sri Sri Radha-Madhava are
always entwined with Each other in the heart, still externally
They have difficulty in meeting Each other because of Their
extramarital relationship.

kabhu mile kabhu na mile,
daivera ghatana

(c.Cc)

"Sometimes They meet and sometimes They don’t meet, it is
up to Fate."

It is because They have so much difficulty in meeting Each
other that Sri $11 Radha-Madhava are so passionately attached
to Each other and that Their very brilliant bluish and golden
complexions are reflected on the borders of Each other’s
hearts, so that They shine in Each other’s hearts like medals.

It is as if Sri Raghunatha’s heart is drowning in the ocean of
the forms of the Divine Pair and as he gazes at Them, They
disappear. He cannot see Them anymore. The vision has
vanished and he starts to lament. As great humility awakens, Sri
Raghunatha thinks:

"T don’t do any bhajan, so I am unqualified to see Them.
They were so kind revealing Themselves to me once, but
because I don’t do any bhajana, I have lost Them again!"
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Therefore he humbly does not desire to see Them, but just
wants to do bhajana, for that will ultimately make him qualified.
So he says:

"When will I worship my most beloved dual form of Sri Sii
Radha-Madhava, Who are bluish like a cloud and golden like
the lightning?"

prite anga kanti dvare,  hrdi-tate paraspare,
pratibimbe koreche ujjvala

vidhatara bhagya bhari, srjana kala bolihart,
gadiyache dampati yugala

Sobhara aspada rapa,  tribhuvane rasa-kiipa,
abhinava gaura syama tame
nitya nava anurdage, bhajibo kisora yuge

vrajavasi sange anuksane

"Along with the Vrajavasis I will always worship the
Adolescent Pair, Who are lovingly reflected on the borders of
Each other’s hearts through Their brilliant complexions, Who
were artistically created by Lord Brahma from the summit of
good fortune, Who are the abodes of beauty and the wells of
nectar in the three worlds, and Who shine with fresh golden
and bluish complexions, with ever-fresh devotional passion."

VERSE 56:

netropanta-vighiirnanair alaghu tad-dor-mula-saficalanair
isad-dhasya-rasaih sudhadhara-dhayais cambair drdhalinganaih
etair ista-mahopacara-nicayais tan-navya-yiinor yugar
pritya yarh bhajate tam ujjvala-maha-rajam pravandamahe
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netra - eyes; upanta - the corners; vighiirnanaih - by twirling;
alaghu - heavily; doh - arm; maila - pit; saiicalanaih - by moving; isat -
slightly; hasya - smiling; rasaih - with the flavours; sudha - nectar;
adhara - lips; dhayaih - by drinking; cumbaih - by kissing; drdha -
firmly; alinganaih - by embracing; etaih - by these; ista - beloved deity;
maha - great; upacara - paraphernalia; nicayail - by the multitude;
tat - that; navya - new; yanoh - of the youthful; yugam - pair; pritya -
with love; yam - whom; bhajate - worshipping; tam - him; ujjvala
maharajam - Ujjvala Maharaja; pravandamahe - we praise.

We praise Ujjvala Maharaja (the personification of the
erotic mellow), who is most lovingly worshipped by the
Youthful Couple (Radha-Krsna) with many great
paraphernalia, such as restless, sidelong glances,
movements of the armpits, sweet soft smiling, drinking
of the nectar of Each other’s lips, kissing and firmly
embracing Each other.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa
Gosvamicarana praises Ujjvala Maharaja.

Different other names for ujjvala rasa are madhura-rasa,
srnigdra-rasa or suci-rasa.

srigara sucir ujjoalah. This rasa is called Maharaja because
it is the king of transcendental flavours, the greatest of all. That
is because the qualities of all the other rasas like dasya and
sakhya are all present in this madhura rasa.

puarva pirva rasera guna pare pare hoy;
dui tina ganane paica paryanta badhaya
gunddhikye svadadhikye badhe prati rase;
santa dasya sakhya vatsalyera guna madhurete boise
akasadira guna yeno para para bhite;
dui tina ganane badhe paiica prthivite
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(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Ch. 8)

"Of the five rasas, each rasa has one quality more than the
preceding, inferior one. Just as each of the five elements in
material nature, starting with sky and ending with earth, has
one quality more than the preceding one, each rasa has more
qualities and relish than the preceding one. Hence the qualities
of santa (tranquil love), dasya (love in servitude), sakhya
(fraternal love) and vatsalya (parental love) are all seated in
madhura-rasa (erotic love)."

atralambanah kantatvena sphuran kanta bhava visayah sri
krsnah. tad adharah sajatiya bhavas tadiya parama vallabhas
ca (Priti Sandarbha - 274 Anuh)

"The object of ujjvala-rasa is $11 Krsna, who appears as the
lover, and the shelter are His greatest lady loves, who are
endowed with the same feelings."

Of these greatest of lady-loves, the Vraja-lady-loves, who
have other men as their husbands, are the greatest.

The great sage Sr7 Bharata has written:

bahu varyate yatah khalu yatra prachanna kamukatvam ca
ya ca mithor durlabhata sa manmathasya paramaratih

"Those lovers who undergo many social and religious
obstacles, who must hide their lusty feelings and who find great
difficulty in meeting each other, experience the greatest erotic
excitement."

atraiva paramotkarsah  srigarasya pratisthitah (U.N.)
atraiveti sri krsnena saha vraja subhruvam idrsa lila visesa eva
srngarasya paramotkarsa ityarthah (Tika -Sri Jiva)
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"The supreme manifestation of erotic mellows is that of Si1
Krsna and the fair-browed gopis of Vraja (who are married with
other men)."

Ascertaining the pinnacle of rdga (passionate love), Sri Jiva
also writes in his commentary on SiT Ujjvala Nilamani:

duhkasya paramakastha kula-vadhiinam svayam api parama
maryadanam svajanarya pathabhyam bhramsa eva nagnyadir
na ca maranam. tatas ca tat ka‘m’taya‘ pratito’pi sri krsna
sambandha sukhayah kalpyate cet tarhyaiva ragasya parama
iyatta. tatas ca tam dasrityaiva pravrtto'nurago bhavaya
kalpyate

"The greatest misery for a woman who follows the family-
etiquette is to fall from the path of dignity in society. They
would rather respectfully accept death by poison or fire than to
give up their fidelity to their husbands.

Out of uncontrollable passion, the Vraja-devis have given up
all Vedic and social etiquette, though, just for S Krsna’s
pleasure".

In this way, the pinnacle of passionate love is manifest and
the anuraga that is manifest from this great passionate love of
the Vrajasundaris ascends to the stage of mahabhava.

In the mundane scriptures on rasa, the feelings of a
paramour are condenmed and this is certainly correct, but
when the Vrajasundaris become the shelter and Sr1 Krsna
becomes the object of such extramarital love, it becomes
qualified and it is no longer a diisana (moral stain) but a
bhiisana (ornament).

Hence it is written in Ujjvala Nilamani:

nesta yad angini rase kavibhih parodha; tat gokulambuja-
drsam kulam antarena
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"The extramarital heroine who is not accepted by the poets
is understood to be any heroine other than the lotus-eyed gopis
of Gokula."

And it is also said:

laghutvam iti yat proktam tat tu prakrta nayake. na krsne
rasa nirydasa svadartham avatarini (U.N.)

"The role of paramour which was condemned by the poets
applies to mundane heroes, not to $11 Krsna, because He has
descended to relish the essence of transcendental flavours."

The Vrajasundaris are Sr1 Krsna’s pleasure potency, and Si1
Krsna relishes the essence of erotic flavours in them, because
since beginningless time He has arranged that Yogamaya, who
is expert in accomplishing the impossible, makes them consider
themselves other men’s wives.

Amongst these Vrajasundaris. again the greatest is
mahabhavavati Sr1 Radhika. The various gopis enjoy with Si1
Krsna to increase His relish of the sweetness of His erotic
pastimes with S$ri Radha.

radha saha krida rasa vrddhira karana;
ara sab gopigana rasopakarana.
krsnera vallabha radha- krsna prana dhana;
taha vina sukha hetu nahe gopigana

(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi Ch. 4)

“Radha is Krsna’s lover and the treasure of His heart. Without
Her, the other gopis can not make Him happy. As hero and
heroine, $r1-S17 Radha-Krsna are therefore the topmost shelter
of the erotic rasa.”

nayaka nayika dui - rasera alambana;

-293 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

sei dui Srestha radha vrajendranandana (

(C.C. Madhya Ch. 23)

In this sweet love of S1i-Sri Radha-Krsna, the transcendental
crown jewels of heroes and heroines, the incitement
(uddipana-vibhava) is caused by the playing of the flute, the
external activities (anubhava) are glances and sweet smiles, the
sattvika symptoms are perspiration and goose pimples and the
vyabhicari-bhavas are joy and remorse. When they meet and
become most wonderfully relishable, it results into ‘Srigara-
rasa-raja’, the king of erotic flavours.>

Just as a very rich subject pleases the king by serving him
with great paraphernalia worthy of a king, similarly, Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava worship Ujjvala Maharaja, King Cupid, with
great paraphernalia worthy of a king, such as casting erotically
tempting, sidelong glances, softly and sweetly smiling, moving
Their armpits in a very agitating way, drinking the nectar of
Each other’s lips, kissing and firmly embracing Each other.

The purport of this is that the youthful couple of Vraja, Sri-
Sri Radha-Madhava, float in innumerable directions on the
stream of ujjvala-rasa, that manifests various sweet feelings that
are fit for the service of the erotic flavour.

There are many confidential feelings, purports and
suggestions hidden in this verse, but it is not possible to reveal
all these meanings, as we fear this book will become too big.
The experienced rasika devotees will relish them and will
forgive this fallen soul.

32 More elaborate descriptions of the ingredients of rasa can be
found in scriptures like Ujjvala Nilamani.
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Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship this Ujjvala Maharaja
with body, mind and words!"

suvidagdha vraja nava kisora yugala;
suvisala netranicala koriya caficala
myrdula madhura hasya prakasi vadane;
vilasa bhangite bahu mala saficalane
adhara amiya pane madhura cumbane;
atula premavese gadha alingane
e prakara bahu vidha maha upacare;
bhajana koriche niti sayatane ya’re
ujjvala rasa name sei nrpottame;
kaya mano vakye vandi ei manaskame

"With body, mind and words, I praise the great king named
Ujjvala Rasa, who is diligently worshiped by the very clever
Youthful Pair of Vraja with many kinds of great paraphernalia,
such as casting restless sidelong glances cast with wide eyes, the
sweet and soft smiles that are manifest on Their faces, the
playful movements of Their armpits, the drinking of sweet
nectar by kissing Each other’s lips, and the peerless ecstatic love
with which They tightly embrace Each other."

VERSE 57:

netre dairghyam apangayoh kutilata vaksoja-vaksah-sthale
sthaulyarh tan-mrdu-vaci vakrima-dhura sronau prthu spharata
sarvange vara-madhuri sphutam abhiid yeneha lokottara
radha-madhavayor alarh nava-vayah sandhimh sada tarh bhaje

- 295 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali

netre - in the eyes; dairghyam - length; apangayoh - of the corners
of the eyes; kutilata - crookedness; vaksoja - breasts; vaksah-sthale -
chest; sthaulyam - vastness; tad - their; mrdu - soft; vaci - words; vakri
- crooked; madhura - sweet; sronau - on the thighs; prthu - big;
spharata - broadness; sarva - all; arige - on the body; vara - excellent;
madhuri - sweetness; sphutam - clearly; abhid - it became; yena - by
whom; iha - in Vraja; lokottard - extraordinary; radha-madhavayoh -
of Radha and Madhava; alam - greatly; nava - new; vayah - age;
sandhim - conjunction; sada - all; tam - him; bhaje - T worship.

I worship Radha and Madhava’s early adolescence,
which is manifest through Their elongated eyes, the
crookedness of Their sidelong glances, the increase of
the volume of Her breasts and His chest, the great
crookedness of Their softly spoken words, the largeness
of Their buttocks and the extraordinary sweetness that
pervades all of Their limbs.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse Sii
Raghunatha praised the srigara-rasa, and in this verse he
praises the early adolescence of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, which
is qualified to serve that rasa.

In the prakata-lila or krama-lila (the manifest pastimes on
earth, Ed.), $11-Sri Radha-Madhava gradually pass through the
ages of balya (0-5 years, Ed.), pauganda (5-10 years) and
kaisora (10-15 years) to arrive at Their eternal, intrinsic
kaisora-age. This is the sweetness of the krama-lila.

The junction between pauganda and kaisora is called vayah
sandhi.

In Si7 Ujjvala Nilamani, it is seen that there are four kinds of
ages suitable for the madhura-rasa:
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vayah sandhi, navya vayasa, vyakta vayasa and parna
vayasa. vayah sandhis tatha navyam vyaktam piarnam iti
kramat (Uddipana Pra 8)

Of them, the vayah-sandhi is described as follows: -

balya yauvanayoh sandhir vayah sandhir itiryate (ibid - 10)

"The junction between childhood and youth is called vayah
sandhi (or puberty)"

Srila Jiva Gosvami comments on this as follows:

balya yauvanayoh sandhir iti kaisorasya prathama bhaga
tatparyakam - sarvasyapi kaisorasya tat sandhi-rapatvat.
balyam atra paugandam

"The junction between childhood and youth is called
prathama-kaisora. All manifestations of kaisora are found
between balya and youth. This balya must be understood to be
the pauganda-age here."

S1i Krsna’s vayah-sandhi is described as follows:

yanti syamalatam vimukta kapisa cchayam smara ksma-pater
adyajna-lipi varna pankti padavim apnoti romavali
vanchaty ucchalitam manag abhinavam tarunya nira cchatam
labdha kincid adhiram aksi saphara dvandvam ca kamsa-dvisah

(Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 11)

Through the vines, one diiti showed Sr1 Radha how Sri Krsna
was standing under a tree and told Her:

"O dear sakhi! Look! Karsari’s body-hairs have given up
their greyish colour and have become black. It seems as if these
body-hairs have attained the position of a relayer of Cupid’s
written order. And His fish-like eyes have become slightly
restless too after having attained the luster of fresh
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youthfulness. Behold, O sakhi, the enchanting form of
Karsari!"
The sweetness of this puberty is described as follows:

dasarddha-sara-lubdhakam calam aveksya laksyecchaya
visantam iha sampratam bhavad apango srngopari
sadasru nikaroksita vraja mahendra vrndavane
kuranga nayanavali dara-pariplavatvam gata

(Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 11)

Nandimukhi told $ri Krsna, Who was desirous to meet the
gopis in the stage of pirva raga (beginnings of love):

"O king of Vrajal Don’t worry! Now the hunter named Cupid
enters in Your sidelong glances, showing great restlessness.
This is not an ordinary thing! Seeing how he never fails his
target, the doe- like eyes of the gopis of Vrndavana are filled
with tears and they are shivering out of fear! Therefore Your
desires will quickly be fulfilled!"

In the same way, i1 Ujjvala-Nilamani describes Sr Radha’s
puberty and its sweetness:

vadyam kinkinim aharatyupacayam jiatoa nitambo guni
svasya dhvamsam avetya vasti balibhir yogam hrasan madhyamam

vaksah sadhu phala-dvayam vicinute rajopahara ksamam

radhayas tanu rajyam aficati nave ksauni-patau yauvane

(Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 13)

Seeing Sr1 Radha from afar, Sri Krsna told Subala: "O friend!
Look how the king of fresh youthfulness enters into the
kingdom of Sri Radha’s body! Her qualified buttocks begin to
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play musical instruments for him by blissfully jingling with Her
waistbells. Her breasts are offering themselves to him as two
large ripened picked fruits and Her waist is becoming afraid of
perishing completely and therefore takes shelter of Her three-
lined belly. Therefore, O sakhi! How wonderful is the power of
the king of fresh youthfulness!"

The sweetness of Her puberty is described as follows:

asas te patitum kataksa-madhupo mandam drg indivare
kincid vrida visankuram mrgayate ceto maralarbakah

narmalapa madhu cchatadya vadanambhoje tavodiyate

Sanike sundari madhavotsava-karim kancid dasam aficasi

(Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 14)

Visakha jokingly told Sri Radha: "O Beautiful girll The
sweetness of Your body is most astonishing! Your bee-like
glances aspire to gently land on the blue Indivara-lotus flowers
of Your eyes, the young swan of Your heart is seeking the
lotusstems of slight bashfulness and the lustre of the honey of
joking words is becoming manifest in Your lotus-like mouth!
Therefore, O Radhe! I think that You have attained a condition
that can deliver a festival of joy to Madhava!"

saisava yauvana darasana bhelo; duhun patha heraite manasija gelo
madana ki raja pahilo paracara; bhina jane deyalo bhina adhikara
katika gaurava pa-ala nitamba; ekaka ksina aoke avalamba
prakata hasa ab gopata bhelo; uraja prakata ab tahnika lelo
carana capala gati locana pabo; locanaka dhairaja pada tale yabo
nava kavi sekhara ki kohite paro; bhina bhina raja bhina vevahara

"Youthfulness came to see childhood and Cupid saw them
both on the way. When king Cupid promulgates youthfulness

- 299 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

he takes possession of different persons in different ways. The
buttocks take over the opulences of the waist, who becomes
thin and needs the support of the former. The manifest smiling
and laughter become hidden and the breasts and the chest
become clearly manifest. The eyes will get the restlessness of
the feet and the peacefulness of the eyes will go to the footsoles.
What more can Kavi Sekhara say? In different kingdoms there
are different customs!"

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "When S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava
attain adolescence Their eyes become wide, Their sidelong
glances become crooked, $r1 Krsna’s chest becomes broad and
Sri Radha’s breasts become big, Their soft words become
crooked and filled with desire, Their buttocks become big and
each and every one of Their limbs reveal an extraordinary
sweetness. I worship this early adolescence of Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava!"

nayane dirghata, prante kutilata,
sthitla stana vaksah sthala

vakyete vakrata, nitambe spharata,
duhun anga jhalamala

radha-krsna ange, madhurya tarange,
nava vayah sandhi kale

nayanete heri,  anubhava kori,

bhaji sakhi-yithe mile

"Together with my group of sakhis I worship the early
adolescence of Radha and Krsna, which rushes over Their limbs
like a wave of sweetness, which makes Their bodies shimmer,
widens Their eyes, makes Their sidelong glances crooked,
broadens His chest and increases the volume of Her breasts and
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which makes Their words crooked and enlarges Their
buttocks."

VERSE 58:

dustarista-vadhe svayam samudabhiit krsnanghri-padmad idarn
sphitaih yan makaranda-vistrtir ivaristakhyam istarh sarah
sopanaih parirafijitarn priyataya s$ri-radhaya karitaih
premnalingad iva priya sara idamh tan nitya-nityarn bhaje

dusta - wicked; arista-vadhe - in the killing of Arista; svayam -
automatically; samudabhat - appeared; krsnanghri-padmad - from
Krsna’s lotus feet; idam - this; sphitam - great; yad - that; makaranda
- honey; vistrtih - extended; iva - just as; aristakhyam - known as
Arista; istam - beloved; sarah - lake; sopanaih - by staircases;
parirafijitam - decorated; priyataya - with love; st radhaya - by Sri
Radha; karitaih - done; premna - with love; alingad - embraced; iva -
just like; priya - Radha; sara - lake; idam - this; tat - thatnitya -
eagerly; nityam - eternal; bhaje - I worship.

I always eagerly worship Aristakunda (Syamakunda),
who automatically appeared from Krsna’s lotus feet just
as honey automatically trickles from a blooming flower,
when the wicked Arista-demon was killed; who was
beautified with staircases by Sri Radha out of great love,
and who lovingly embraces Sri Radhakunda.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sr1 Raghunatha
praises Aristakunda or Syﬁmakur_lda.

In the previous verse he desired to worship the early
adolescence of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and now he suddenly
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thinks in great humility: "The worship of the Divine Pair’s early
adolescence is very intimate, is it possible for a person like me,
whose heart is pierced by lusty desires, to perform such a
spotless worship?"

While being absorbed in bhajana on the bank of Aristakunda,
Si1 Raghunatha remembers Syﬁmakunda, that destroys all
mischief® Hence he praises Si1 Syﬁmakur_lda in this verse,
desiring to destroy all the obstacles in his bhajana.

While the bull-demon Aristasura was killed, Syﬁmakur)da
became manifest like honey flowing from $11 Krsna’s lotus-like
feet. After killing the demon Arista, who had appeared in the
form of a bull, Sri Krsna desired to purify His body and thus
struck the ground with His left heel. This caused the Bhogavati
Ganga to appear from the Patala (subterranean) regions.

Seeing this, Sr1 Krsna said: "O holy waters! agaccha! agaccha!
(Come! come!)", and all the holy waters of the world entered
into this cavity.

Because Krsna accomplished this by striking the ground with
His heel, Sripﬁda Raghunatha gives the analogy here that it was
as if $17 Syamakunda manifested itself automatically in the form
of a stream of honey emanating from Sr1 Krsna’s lotus feet.

Sri Syamakunda is very dear to Sr1 Radharani, because it is
the lake of Sri Syémasundara, Who is dearer to Her than
millions of life-airs. When the kunda advented itself, Srimati
said:

radha’bravid aham api sva sakhibhir etya snasyamy arista
sata mardanam astu tasya; yo’rista mardana sarasyuru-bhaktir
atra snaydd vasen mama sa eva mahdapriyo’stu

Radha replied: "I will also bathe here with My girlfriends!
Hundreds of sins of anyone who bathes in this Krsna-kunda

33 The Sanskrit word arista also means mischief. Ed.
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with devotion and lives on its banks will be destroyed. Such a
person will become very dear to Me!"

S$r1 Radharani daily bathes at the Manasa-Pavana-Ghata of
Her dear most St Syamakunda with Her dear most girlfriends,
and for the sake of bathing, Srimati personally decorated Sri
éyﬁmakunda with a flight of stairs.

Sii Syamakunda keeps its dear Sri Radhakunda in a loving
embrace. The two kundas are non-different from the dual
forms of S$ri-Sr1 Radha-Madhava, and just as Sr1 Krsna
embraces His Priyaji with the greatest love, similarly Sri
Syamakunda most lovingly keeps Sri Radhakunda, which is
non-different from Srimati, in an embrace. At the auspicious
time of Sr1 Radhakunda’s appearance, all the holy waters that
had assembled in gyﬁmakur_lda began to praise Srimati in
personified forms, aiming to please Her so that they could also
dwell in Her kunda.

Then, as soon as they got Priyaji’s permission, the holy waters
most blissfully broke the wall that existed between the two
kundas and streamed from Syamakunda into Radhakunda. This
place is known as the Sangama.

Consequently the holy waters united the two kundas under
this pretext and now reside in both kundas. It is at this
Sangama-passage, that Sr1 Syamakunda lovingly embraces Sri
Radhakunda!

In the scripture named S11 Govinda Lilamrta it is written that
when éyﬁmasundara sees Sri Radhakunda He vividly
remembers His Priyaji and when He sees the two kundas meet
at the Sangama-passage, many bhava-citras (pictures of loving
feelings) of His meeting with Priyaji appear in His mind and
heart:

khelac cakra-yugorojam phena mukta-srag ujjoalam
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rasormy-uccalitam mene priya vaksah samam sarah

madhura rasa taranga vibhrati pankajasyam

bhramaraka parivitam prollasat khanjanaksam
pramudita harinoccair hamsakarava ramya

priyatama sarast sa preyasiva vyaloki

sva prestharista kundormi caiicat bahapagihita

sva kokanada panibhyam ksipta tac calatat kara
samira caicad ambhoja calasyena balad iva
cumbitali kataksesat tiryag ambuja sanmukhi
bhrigi jhankara sitkara vikala svara gadgada
prodyat kuttamita tena radhikeva vyaloki sa

(Govinda Lilamrta 7.104-108)

"The playing Cakravaka-birds on the water reminded Krsna
of Priyaji’s breasts, the foam on the water of Her pearl necklace,
and the water’s waves of Her mood. All these items reminded
Him of Her chest. This dear most lake reminded Hari of His
dearmost beloved. The sweet waves of water are like the waves
of Her sweet love, the lotus flowers in the water of Her lotus
face, the bees surrounding those lotuses of Her curly locks
surrounding Her lotus face, the restless wagtail birds of Her
restless eyes and the loud and sweet warbling of the swans
reminded Him of Her jingling anklebells.

The red lotus flowers that stop the intruding waves of
Syﬁmakunda’s water reminded Krsna of Radhika’s red lotus-
like hands that try to stop Him from embracing Her with Her
arms, and the lotus flowers, moved by the wind from
Syﬁmakunda, which are falling over the lotuses in Radhakunda,
which are adorned with bumblebees, remind Him of Her
crooked looks during His efforts to forcibly kiss Her lotus-like
face.
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The buzzing of the bees reminded Krsna of Radhika’s
faltering screams when She pretends to be angry with Him."

Si1 Raghunatha says: "I always worship this Aristakunda,
which is non-different from Syﬁmasundara!"

arista nidhana ante, krsna padapadma ho’te,
yei sarovara samudbhiita
puspa parna vikasete,  yaiche madhu jhare ta'te,
taiche aristakunda suvikhyata

$rt radhika priya-jiiane, snana keli jalapane,
surafijita korilo sopane.
govinda preyasi radha,  ati priya kunda tatha,
radhakunde kore alingane

ati sphita kalevara, yaiche syama manohara,
sada hoka sei kunde vasa.
snana, pana, aradhana, — sange vrajavasi jand,
sada bhaji ei mora asa

"T always aspire to worship the very famous Aristakunda, the
lake that was created from Krsna’s lotus feet after the Arista-
demon was killed just as honey flows from blooming flowers.
Sri Radhika, Who loves this place because She bathes here and
drinks the water, has decorated it with a staircase. This kunda,
which is very dear to Govinda’s beloved Radha, embraces
Radhakunda and has a very large body, just like enchanting
Syﬁma. May I always reside near this kunda and bathe there,
drink its water and worship it along with the people of Vrajal"
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VERSE 59:

kadambanar vratair madhupa-kula-jhankara-lalitaih
parite yatraiva priya-salila-lilahati-misaih
muhur gopendrasyatmajam abhisaranty ambuja-drso
vinodena pritya tad idam avatat pavana-sarah

kadambanam - of the Kadamba-trees; vrataih - by hosts of;
madhupa - bumblebees; kula - swarms; jhaikara - buzzing; lalitail -
by lovely ones; parite - surrounded by; yatra - where; eva - only; priya
- beloved; salila - water; lila - pastimes; @hrti - coming, or fetching;
misaih - by pretexts; muhuh - repeatedly; gopendrasya - of the king of
cowherds; atmajam - the son; abhisaranti - they go on a love-journey;
ambuja-drsa - lotus-eyed; vinodena - with pleasure; pritya - with love;
tad - that; idam - this; avatat - may protect; pavana sarah - Pavana
Sarovara.

May Pavana-Sarovara, which is surrounded by
Kadamba-trees and swarms of buzzing bees and where
the lotus-eyed gopis repeatedly and lovingly come to on
the pretext of fetching water to blissfully meet the prince
of cowherds there, protect me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Pavana-Sarovara.

Pavana-Sarovara is situated in the peerless abode of
extraordinary  natural  beauty, Sri Nandisvara  Giri.

pavanakhyam sarah krida kuiija pufija sphurat tatam
(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika)

"$r1 Krsna’s lake is known as Pavana. There are many lovely
arbours on its banks."
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To give an indication of the beauty of Pavana Sarovara, Sri
Raghunatha says: kadambanam vratair madhupa kula jhankara
lalitaih parite

"Pavana Sarovara is surrounded by Kadamba-trees and
swarms of buzzing bees."

This is simply a slight indication of the actual beauty of the
place. Factually, Sri Govinda’s playgrounds are endowed with a
wonderful transcendental beauty that is able to delight even Sri
Govinda, Who is Himself the embodiment of transcendental
bliss. Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has written:

divyaneka vicitra puspa phalavad vallt taranam tatir

divyaneka mayara kokila sukadyanandam adyat kalah

divyaneka sarah sarid giri varah pratyagra kuiijavalir
divya kancana ratna bhamir api mam vrndavane mohayat

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 2.2)

"Vrndavana’s trees and vines with their many divine and
wonderful fruits and flowers; the many divine peacocks,
cuckoos, parrots and other birds that sing in a way that maddens
one with transcendental bliss; the many divine lakes, rivers and
mountains, the beautiful new arbours and the divine golden
and jeweled grounds, they all simply enchant my mind!"

These lakes are filled with clear water, which is covered with
white, black, red and golden lotus flowers as well as Kahlara-
flowers. There are many singing waterbirds, like Cakravakas,
ducks, cranes, Kuravas and swans and there are swarms of
sweetly humming bumblebees, who are attracted to the
fragrance of the aforementioned flowers.
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Pavana-Sarovara is the most important one of these lakes.
These banks of this large lake are covered with large Kadamba-
trees that are filled with swarms of humming bees.

In this lake Sri Krsna eternally bathes and plays water sports.
When they see His world enchanting form, all the mobile and
immobile beings are enchanted. The lotus eyed Vrajasundaris
repeatedly go to Pavana-Sarovara on the pretext of fetching
water, knowing that they will meet their hearts’ thief Sri Hari
there.

Sri Raghunatha says: "On the pretext of fetching water the
lotus-eyed Vrajasundaris come again and again to Pavana
Sarovara to meet Krsna".

This love-journey is the inevitable result of passionate love.
Wherever there is strong passion, a love-journey is inevitable.
A love-journey to Syﬁma shows a great power of the heart. The
heart anxiously comes running to see the desired beloved. This
is called abhisara.

The Mahajanas sing: gharamaho rahata rahai na paro. ki
korobo i sab vighini vithara

"I am staying at home, but I cannot stay there anymore. What
can I do? So many obstacles are extending themselves!"
Nothing- no elders, no family and no moral code - can stop the
powerful course of this abhisara.

The passionate love of the gopis, which makes them want to
see Krsna, forcibly drags their hearts towards Pavana-Sarovara
again and again, where they run on the pretext of fetching
water. Sometimes, when there are no elders around, they can
enjoy sweet water sports there with Sr1 Krsna.

éripﬁda says: "May that Pavana-Sarovara protect me",
meaning: "May it bless me by showing me the sweet pastimes
of Sri Radha and the Vrajasundaris!"
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madhupa kula jharikare, mukharita nirantare,
ye kadamba taruvara sreni
pavana sarast tire, ghiriyache cari dhare,
suka pika bhramarera dhvani
jala-bhara chala kori, vraje yoto sukumari,
yaya tara sarovara tire
gopendranandana krsna, darasane yara trsna,
jala pheli yaya bare bare
gurujanera agocare, kabhu jalakeli kore,
krsna saige preme nimagana
duhuka sambhoga keli,  sarovare sakhi mili,
kobe mora hobe darasana?

"The bank of Pavana-Sarovara is filled with rows of the most
excellent Kadamba-trees, where swarms of bumblebees are
constantly humming and parrots and cuckoos are singing. All
the tender girls of Vraja go to the bank of that lake on the
pretext of fetching water, being very eager to meet Krsna, the
prince of cowherds. They drop their water there time and again,
and, when the elders don't see it, they sometimes play in the
water with Krsna, immersed in ecstatic love. When will I, in the
company of the sakhis, see Krsna’s enjoyment with the gopis in
that lake?"

VERSE 60:

parjanyena pitamahena nitaram aradhya narayanar
tyaktvaharam abhiita putraka iha sviyatmaje gosthape
yatravapi surariha giridharah pautro gunaikakarah
ksunnaharataya prasiddham avanau tan me tadagarh gatih
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parjanyena - by Parjanya; pitamahena - by the paternal
grandfather; nitaram - always; aradhya - worshipable; narayanan -
Narayana; tyaktoa - having given up; ahara - eating; abhid - became;
aputraka - without son; iha - here; svtya - own; atmaje - in the son;
gosthape - in the king of Vraja; yatra - where; avapi - attained; surari-
ha - killer of demons; giridharah - holder of the mountain; pautrah -
grandson; guna - quality; eke - only; dkarah - reservoir;
ksunnaharataya - by fasting; prasiddham - famous as; avanau - on the
earth; tat - that; me - me; tadagam - lake; gatih - shelter.

Seeing that his son, the Lord of Vraja, Sri Nanda
Maharaja, had no son of his own, grandfather Parjanya
Gopa engaged in worship of Sri Narayana by ardently
fasting, so that he could get a grandson (Sri Krsna), who
would be the abode af all great qualities and who could
destroy the demons and lift the Govardhana Hill. This
world famous pool named Ksunnahara Tadaga is my
shelter.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Ksunnahara
Tadaga is praised. Seeing that $r1 Nanda had no son Srii
Parjanya Gopa, the grandfather of $17 Krsna and the father of
Sri Nanda, performed penances in the form of fasting to please
Lord Narayana. He prayed to Si1 Narayana’s lotus feet: "May
Sri Nanda obtain a son, who is the abode of all attributes and
who can destroy the demons and thus delight the world!"

S$ri Nanda’s son cannot be obtained through penance. Sri
Nanda-Yasoda are Sri Krsna’s eternally perfect parents and Sr1
Krsna is also eternally Sri Nanda’s son.

In the prakata-lila, S Krsna advented as Nanda-Yasoda’s
son, but that was merely caused by their eternally perfect
parental love for Him. In the worldly custom, though, everyone
thinks that $11 Nanda-Nandana is the result of Nanda’s fathers,
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Parjanya Gopa, harsh austerities of fasting on the bank of the
Ksunnahara Tadaga.

This is the sweetness of the worldly- or human-like pastimes.
All the Vrajavasis know that and $ri Nanda Maharaja also thinks
that this bhuvana-sundara (the world’s most beautiful) child
Sri Krsna, Who is the reservoir of all great attributes and Who
is able to kill the demons and lift mountains, is the benefit of
father Parjanya’s worship of Lord Narayana.

What's more, when Sri Krsna is playing at Ksunnahara-
Sarovara and he hears from the people that His grandfather had
performed penances there by fasting for a long time to get Him
as a grandson, and that it was therefore called Ksunnahara-
Sarovara, His heart is humbled by great devotion and respect
for His grandfather and He considers Himself greatly
honoured.

Blessed is the love of Vraja and the Lord’s complete
subjugation to this love! That Original Personality of Godhead,
Sri Krsna, as a result of worshipping Whom all the people of
the world are blessed by attaining the fulfillment of all their
desires, that Lord, Who embodies all the Vedic scriptures, sees
Himself as the result of the penances of His grandfather
Parjanya and is proud of it.

Only in Vraja the Lord can be subdued by love in this way,
nowhere else. Not only is He subdued by their love, the relish
of this pure love, which is free from even a whiff of awe and
reverence, is the treasure He always longs for.

aisvarya jianete sab Jjagata misrita;
aisvarya sithila preme nahi mora prita

amdare isvara mane - apandake hina;

preme vasa ami tara na hoi adhina
amdake to ye ye bhakta bhaje yei bhave;
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tare se se bhave bhaji e mora svabhave
mora putra mora sakha mora prana-pati;
ei bhave kore yei more suddha bhakti
apanake bodo mane - amare sama hina;
sarva bhave ami hoi - tahara adhina

(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi Ch. 4)

"The whole world is mixed with knowledge of My majesty,
but love which is slackened by knowledge of My majesty does
not please Me. Those who see Me as the Lord and themselves
as inferior can not subdue Me with their love. In whatever
mood My devotee worships Me, in that same mood I will
worship Him — this is My nature. I am subdued in all respects
by a person who is purely devoted to Me, thinking: ‘He is my
son, He is my friend’, or ‘He is the Lord of My life’, who
considers himself superior to Me and Me equal or inferior to
him."

Forgetting all of His prowess the Lord is subdued by the love
of the people of Vraja in all moods, according to the amount of
their love for Him. The love of the people of Vraja covers all of
Sri Krsna’s own awareness of His prowess and He allows
Himself to be moulded according to their love.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada has written:

yatha samsara-bandhe nipatya duhkam evanubhavayitum
mayavrttir avidyd janam jaanam avrnoti yatha ca maha
madhura $ri krsna-lila sukham anubhavayitum gunatitanam sri
krsna parivaranam vrajesvaryadinam jianam cicchakti-vrttir
yogamayaivavrnoti tathaiva sri krsnam ananda svaripam
apyanandatisayam anubhavayitum cicchaktir avrttih premaiva
tasya jiianam avrnoti. premnas tu tat svaripa-saktitvat tena
tasya vyapter na dosah
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"It is the essence of Krsna’'s cit-, or knowledge-potency,
named prema, or love of God, which covers Him over, making
Him forget His actual identity, although He is ecstasy
personified, all for the sake of increasing His own ecstasy. Just
as avidya, or the ignorance-potency of maya, keeps all the living
beings bound up in the material world, making them
experience only suffering, and the transcendental energy of
yogamaya covers over the God-knowledge of Krsna’s
transcendental associates in Vraja, like mother Yasoda, making
them experience His all-sweet humanlike pastimes.

There can be no fault in prema covering over Krsna's
knowledge of His svaripa (true identity), rather it is most
relishable."

Sripada Dasa Gosvamicarana says: "May that world famous
Ksunnahara-Tadaga be my shelter", or: "May it be the greatest
support for my practice of prema!"

parjanya $ri nanda pita, adbhuta tahara katha,

ksunnahara sarovara tire
vrata kori anasane, paja kori narayane
pautra rape paila krsnere
$ri krsnera pitamahe, pade yeno mati rahe,
krpa hoile sarva labhya hoy.
ei more nivedana, Jjanme janme hoy yeno,
ksunnahara tadaga samdsraya

"The story of Srf Nanda’s father Parjanya is amazing! On the
bank of the Ksunnahara-pool, he began to fast and worship
Lord Narayana. Thus he obtained Krsna as a grandson! May my
mind dwell in the feet of Sr1 Krsna’s grandfather, for by his
grace, everything desirable is attained. May I have the shelter
of Ksunnahara-Tadaga, birth after birth! This is my prayer!"
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VERSE 61:

sardharh manasa-jahnavim upanadi-vargaih sarangotkaraih
savitry-adi-suri-kulai$ ca nitaram akasa-vanya vidhoh
vrndaranya-varenya-rajya-visaye $ri-paurnamasi muda
radharh yatra siseca sificatu sukharh sonmatta-radha-sthali

sardham - along with; manasa jahnavi mukha - headed by Manasa
Gangd; nadi - river; vargaih - by hosts of; sa - with; ranga - joy;
utkaraih - with hosts of; savitri - Savitri; adi - and others; suri- kulaih
- by demigoddess; ca - and; nitaram - always; akasa - sky; vanya - by
a voice; vidhoh - of the creator; vrndaranya - Vrdavana; varenya -
the greatest; r@jya - kingdom; visaye - about; sri paurnamast - Sri
Paurnamast; muda - gladly; radham - Radha; yatra - where; siseca -
sprinkled; sificatu - may shower; sukham - happiness; sa - with;
unmatta - intoxicated®; radha sthali - Radha’s place.

May Unmatta-Radhasthali, the place where Sri
Radhika was jubilantly showered as the Queen of
Vrndavana by Sri Paurnamisi, who had heard Lord
Brahma’s order in the sky, with the waters of sacred
rivers like Manasa Ganga and with the assistance of
goddesses like Savitri, shower me with happiness.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
describes  Unmatta-Radhasthali, where Sri Radharani was
showered as the Queen of Vrndavana.

34 Sanskrit commentator Banga Bihari Vidyalankara writes: unmatta
mamayam deso'tra ye vartante te mama praja iti sahankara radha
yatra sa "Unmatta means pride. The place where Radha is proud,
thinking: "This is My country and they are My subjects!"
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The Gosvamis have been seen to greatly be absorbed in
describing this pastime of Sr1 Radharani being showered as the
Queen of Vrndavana. In his ‘Dana Keli Kaumudr and in his
Stavamala’s ‘Radhastakam’ and ‘Premendu Sudha-satra’, Srila
Riipa Gosvamipada has mentioned Srimati as the Queen of
Vindavana, and Srila Dasa Gosvamicarana has described
Radha’s abhiseka in this verse as well as in his ‘Mukta Caritra’
and ‘Vilapa Kusumaiijali’.

On the order of Sii Ripa Gosvamipada, Srila Jiva
Gosvamipada has written a matchless treatise named ‘Madhava
Mahotsava’, a great poem in which Sr1 Radharant’s abhiseka is
elaborately and expertly described. Because they were
supported by scriptural and Puranic statements as
vrndavandadhipatyam ca dattam tasyai prasidata ("Krsna, being
pleased with Radha, gave Her sovereignty over Vrndavana',
Padma Purana) and radha vrndavane vane ("In Vrndavana
Radha is the Queen", Matsya Purana) the Gosvamis are seen to
be very much absorbed in describing Srimati’s abhiscka-
festival.

In the scripture ‘Madhava Mahotsava’, it is described as
follows:

"By S17 Krsna’s wish, Sr1 Vinda-devi showered nectar in the
form of an ethereal voice, which was aimed at Paurnamasi-devi:
‘O Queen of yogis Paurnamasi! Swiftly shower this Candra-
laksmi Sri Radha, Who arose from an ocean of matchless
qualities and Who is seated on a jewel-studded throne which is
decorated with the great beauty of gold, in the universally
praised land of Vrndavanal

This abhiseka of Sri Radha will bring a matchless opulence
of beauty to Sr1 Vrndavana, Gokula and the whole world.
Therefore, O Paurnamasi! Let Yasoda and other cowherd
women bring Sr1 Radha to the king of meadows, Vrndavana, in
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front of Her girlfriends, who are all reflections of Her divine
form, and let them arrange for the adhivasa (auspicious
ceremony preceding the main ceremony, ed.). Tomorrow, on
the Madhu-Parnima (the full moon of Caitra, or April), Sri
Radha will certainly undergo this auspicious shower! Today all
the adhivasa-preparations, like perfumes and so, must be
completed for Sri Radha, Who is the reservoir of all the most
excellent attributes!™

This ethereal order was announced throughout Vraja.
Everyone thought that Lord Brahma had announced this order,
which granted auspiciousness to Vraja and the whole world.
After this the whole of Vraja-mandala reacted with an upsurge
of wonderful ecstasy.

In a great festival, Sr1 Radha’s wonderful royal abhiseka was
accomplished. This coronation took place on the Madhu-
Parnima under the guidance of Paurnamasi. Yamuna, Manasa-
Ganga and other holy waters arrived in personified forms, and
Savitr1, Indrani, Rudrani and other leading goddesses jubilantly
came there as human ladies to attend the abhiseka of Sri Radha,
bringing different presents with them.

In front of Sri Krsna, all the Vrajavasis and all the goddesses,
Paurnamasi-devt accomplished Sr1 Radha’s abhiseka in a great
public gathering.®

The place where Sri Radha’s abhiseka took place is named
‘Unmatta-Radhasthali’. Si1 Jiva Gosvami has written the book
‘Madhava Mahotsava’ in nine ull@sas (jubilant chapters). In the
ninth and final ullasa, Sr1 Jiva Gosvamicarana describes how i1
Radha mounts the throne in front of everybody, including Sri

35 Detailed descriptions can be found in S Jiva's 'Madhava

Mahotsava' and in the Stavamrta-kana-commentary of verse 87 of
Vilapa Kusumaiijali.
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Krsna, and accepts sovereignty over the kingdom, and he has
called this chapter ‘unmadaradhika’

This means, that the most bashful Sri Radha accepted this
royal shower in the ecstasy of loving intoxication. For this
reason the place is called unmatta-radhasthali.

In Vraja-mandala the place where Sri Radha’s rajyabhiseka
took place is called “‘Umrao’.

"amira umrao", or raja-rajada (Bengali saying for princes and
princelings or princely persons).

With this purpose the village is named Umrao.*

paurnamasi yogisvari,  vrndaranye adhisvari,
$ri radhaya koila abhiseke
dhanya sei radha-sthali, vandi ami kutaholr,
avanata koriya mastake

"Blessed is this Radhasthali, where Paurnamasi, the Queen
of the yogis, showered Sri Radha as the Queen of Vindavana! T
bow my head down and praise this place enthusiastically!"

krsna vidhu alaksite, ajia kore asaksate,
deva vani boli yare suni
harsa bhare paurnamdast, sange sab vrajavast,
$ri radhare sarva srestha mani

"Moon-like Krsna gave this order in an unseen way, and
everyone who heard it took it to be a divine voice. Filled with
joy, Paurnamasi, along with the people of Vraja, considered Sri
Radha to be the greatest of all."

36 In Bhakti Ratnakara, Fifth Wave, verses 1220 to 1258, the royal
abhiseka of Sri Radha in Umrido is described.
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premonmatta koribare, —unmatita radha-sthali vare,
devi-ganera nrtyera vibhanga
manasa gangara jale, nand range kutiahole,
samarpila abhiseka ranga

"The demigoddesses danced with beautiful gestures to fill
Unmatta-Radhasthali with ecstatic love and Manasa-Ganga
blissfully offered her water for this abhiseka-pastime."

sei rase mora mana, abhisikta anuksana,
hoiya rahuka tara vare.
ei prarthana kori ami, nahi mui anya kami,
krpa koro radhasthali vare

"May I receive the blessing that my mind will be showered
by this rasa at every moment. This is my prayer, and I do not
desire any other boon. O Radhasthali, be merciful to me!"

VERSE 62:

pritya nandi$vara-giri-tate sphara-pasana-vrndais

catuskonye’nukrti-gurubhir nirmita ya vidagdhaih

reme krsnah sakhi-parivrto yatra narmani tanvan
nasthanim tam hari-pada-lasat-saurabhaktarh prapadye

prityd - with love; nandisvara-giri - the mount Nandi$vara; tate -
on the base; sphara - broad; pasana - stone; vrndaih - with hosts;
catuskonye - square; anukrti - imitating; gurubhih - by superiors;
nirmita - made; ya - who; vidagdhaih - by the clever; reme - enjoys;
krsnah - Krsna; sakhi - by friends; parivrtah - surrounded; yatra -
where; narmani - jokingly; tanvan - expanding; asthanim - named
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Asthani; tam - that place; hari pada - Hari’s feet; lasat - beautified;
saurabha - fragrance; aktam - anointed; prapadye - 1 take shelter.

I take shelter of the pavillion named Asthani, which is
lovingly built on Nandisvara Hill of large stones in a
square fashion by expert architects, where Sri Krsna
plays many funny games with His friends, and which is
anointed by the fragrance of Sri Hari’s lotus feet.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Sr1 Krsna's playground named Asthani.

asthant  mandapah  pandu-ganda-sailasanojjvalah.  amoda
vardhano nama paramamoda vasitah (Radha Krsna Ganoddesa
Dipika)

"On the white slabs of stone adjoining Nandisvara Hill is
Asthani, the place where Krsna sits with His friends. When He
sits on this platform, His brightness is really revealed. Another
name of this place, which is always scented by the greatest
perfumes, is ‘Amoda Vardhana."

Sri Nandisvara Giri is the abode of many of Sri Govinda’s
pastimes, and it is most dear to Vrajendra-Nandana.
sambhrajate priyatayd vrajardja simor govardhanad api gurur
vraja vanditad yah (Vilapa Kusumaiijali - 60)

"Nandisvara Giri is most dear to Sri Nanda-Nandana and it
is even more worshipable for the people of Vraja than
Govardhana!" Krsna is always intoxicated by the taste of the
blissful games He plays here with His friends.

Sri Nanda Maharaja engaged different expert artistic
architects in making a square platform here out of large jewel-
studded slabs of stone, where his Gopala could play with His
friends. How many sweet and humorous pastimes of laughter
and joking Sri Hari expands here with His friends!
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Sri Raghunatha is a maidservant who has taken shelter of Sri
Radharant’s lotus feet. Sometimes she goes to Nandisvara as a
girl-messenger who carries a message of virahin Srimatt, and
sees Sri Krsna playing here on this platform. When Madhava
sees Srimati’s maidservant, He blooms up, as if His life is
fulfilled! How wonderful is the majesty of Sri Radha’s love that
anandamaya-vigraha ~ (Krsna,  the  embodiment  of
transcendental bliss) considers Himself blessed when He sees
Her maidservant!

Krsna is completely subdued by the love of Sri Radha’s, Who
is His pleasure-potency. Syi Hari, Who perspires even when He
is repeatedly fanned by Sri Radha’s restless eyelids, Who is
agitated even when He lives in the city of lustre and Who
remains thirsty, even though He drinks the nectar of Her smile
again and again, is the bestower of our delight!

In his kinkart-riipa, Sri Raghunatha experiences how
wonderful this Asthani-platform smells of Sri Hari’s lotus feet.
His heart and mind are intoxicated by this wonderful bodily
fragrance. This bodily fragrance has the greatest influence on
the Vrajasundaris!

netra nabhi vadana, kara yuga carana,
ei asta-padma krsna ange
karpara lipta kamala,  tara yaiche parimala,
sei gandha asta padma sange

"There are eight lotus flowers on Krsna’s body - His eyes, His
navel, His face, His hands and His feet - and these eight lotus
flowers smell of lotus anointed with camphor."

37 Girl separated from her lover.
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hema kilita candana, taha kori gharsana,
tahe aguru kunkuma kastar
karpara sane carca ange, parva angera gandha sange,
mili daka yeno koilo curi
hare narira tanu mana, ndsa kore ghitrnana,
khasaya nivi chutaya kesa bandha.
kori age bauri, ndcaya jagata nari,

heno dakati krsna anga gandha
(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya Ch. 19)

"When gold-bedecked sandalpulp with aguru (aloe),
vermilion and musk is mixed with camphor and spread on
Krsna’s body, it adds to Krsna's original bodily fragrance and
seems to steal it. It steals the bodies and minds of the women
and makes their noses twirl, and it loosens their girdles and
braids of hair. It makes the women of the world dance like
madwomen. Thus Krsna’s bodily fragrance acts like a robber."

Radha’s maidservants perceive how this fragrance maddens
their mistress with feelings of ecstatic love.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of this Asthani-platform,
which is scented by the fragrance of Sri Hari’s lotus feet!"

As a result of such surrender, Sripada Raghunatha always
wishes to experience the sweet pastimes that are taking place
there.

giri-tate nandisvare, vidagadha karigare,
krsna-krida kautukera tare.
vistrta pasana-vinde, catuskona kore chande,
ye ‘asthani’ sunirmana kore.
$ri govinda sakha sange,  madhumaya krida range
yatha nitya korena vihara.

-321-



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali

hari pada-padma gandhe, modita ye mandape,
asrayete lalasa amara

"T want to take shelter of the Asthani-platform at the base of
Nandisvara Hill, which was constructed in a square fashion with
large slabs of stone by expert architects, where Sri Govinda
always enjoys His honey-sweet games with His friends and
which is delighted by the fragrance of Sri Hari’s lotus feet."

VERSE 63:

vaidagdhyojjvala-valgu-vallava-vadha-vargena nrtyann asau
hitva tamh murajid-rasena rahasi $§ri-radhikam mandayan
puspalankrti-saficayena ramate yatra pramodotkarais
trailokyadbhuta-madhuri parivrta sa patu rasa-sthali

vaidagdhya - cleverness; ujjvala - brilliant, or erotic; valgu - lovely;
vallaba - cowherds; vadhai - bride; vargena - by the group; nrtyann -
dancing; asau - He; hitva - having given up; tam - them; murajid -
Krsna; rasena - with taste; rahasi - in private; $ri radhikam - Sri
Radhika; mandayan - decorates; puspa - flower; alankrti - decoration;
saiicayena - by a collection; ramate - makes love; yatra - where;
pramoda - joy; utkaraih - with an abundance; trailokya - of the three
worlds; adbhuta - wonderful; madhuri - sweetness; parivrta - filled;
sa - she; patu - may protect; rasa-sthali - the place where the Rasa-
dance took place.

May the Rasa-sthali, the place where the Rasa-dance
took place, the place which is filled with all the wonderful
sweetness of the three worlds, where Krsna Murari
dances with the gopis, who are clever in the arts of eros,
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and then abandons them to take Sri Radhika to a lonely
place to decorate Her with flowers and enjoy with Her in
great jubilation, protect me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises the most delicious place where the Rasa-dance takes
place.

The Rasa-lila is the crown jewel of all of SriKrsna’s pastimes.
Sripéda Sridhara Svami explains the word réasa’ as follows:

raso nama bahu nartaki yukta nrtya visesah

"The Rasa is a kind of dance wherein many girls are dancing."

In the Alankara-sastras, we can find the following statement:
natair grhita kanthinam anyonyatra kara sriyam nartakinam
bhaved raso mandalibhiiya nartanam

"When the male and the female dancers stand in a circle, the
male dancers embrace the female dancers around the neck and
the female dancers hold each other with their arms, then this
dance is called a Rasa."

Although this is the popular explanation of the word ‘Rasa’,
Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has written:

rasah parama rasa-kadamba-maya iti yaugikarthah

"The pastime that contains the greatest amount of rasa is
called the Rasa-lila.”

Rasa is the main ingredient of the Rasa, because when the
word rasa is inflected in the optimal way, it becomes Rasa. Rasa
means relish and when it is inflected to Rasa, it means the
pastime which contains the most relish.

The purport of this is that the Rasa lila is the pastime in
which the gopis can fully and blissfully relish the unrivalled
sweetness and beauty of SriKrsna’s perfect form, flavour, scent,
sound and touch through their famous mahabhava-love, and
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Rasika Sekhara (the king of relishers) $17 Krsna can fully and
blissfully relish the perfect forms, flavours, scents, sounds and
touches of the Srila Vrajadevis, who are anointed with the
famous mahabhava.

The hero of the Rasa-lila is Vrajendra-Nandana Rasikendra
Mauli $17 Krsna, the heroines are the Queen of the Rasa-dance
Sri Radha Herself, Who is endowed with madanakhya-
mahabhava and the Vrajasundaris, who are endowed with
ordinary mahabhava. The place is called the $1i-Sr1 Rasa-
sthali, the most rasika place on the bank of the Yamuna which
is endowed with extraordinary natural beauty. This verse
praises this Rasa-sthali.

Rasesvari Sri Radha is the main pillar of the Rasa-dance.

(C.Cc)

"Without Her Krsna does not like the Rasa-lila."

Hence éripﬁda Raghunatha praises the Rasa-sthali by
describing the great glories of Rasesvari, saying:

"This is the place where Krsna Murari dances with the gopis,
who are clever in the arts of eros, and then abandons them to
take Sri Radhika to a lonely place to decorate Her with flowers
and jubilantly enjoy with Her in different ways."

In the description of the Maha Rasa®, it can be seen that in
the Rasa-night, Sr1 Krsna first attracted the Vrajasundaris with
His enchanting flute-playing and then joked with them by
speaking to them words of rejection (upeksa-vani).

38 Syimad Bhagavata, Canto Ten, Chapters 29-33.
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Their humble prayers then ended His neglect and He met
with them while laughing and joking. During their first
pastimes of meeting, the Vrajasundaris became very proud of
their good fortune of getting the greatest attention from Sri
Krsna, and S1i Radha became very jealous and angry that Krsna
was enjoying equally with all the gopis.

tasam tat saubhagamadam

viksya manam ca kesavah
prasamaya prasadaya
tatraivantaradhiyata

(Bhag. 10.29.48)

"Seeing the gopis™ pride of their good fortune and Radha’s
jealous anger, Kesava abandoned the Vrajasundaris and went
off with Sri Radha alone. In this way He subdued the pride of
the Vrajasundaris and pacified S11 Radha’s jealous anger."

Actually the Rasa-lila had not commenced yet at that time,
but it was about to begin and thus Sripada speaks about Krsna
leaving the gopis who were dancing. All the Gopa-sundaris are
endowed with mahabhava and are expert in the arts of eros, so
the fact that Krsna took Radha away in front of them all and
brought Her to a lonely place to enjoy all kinds of pastimes with
Her there shows Her greatness to be far beyond the glories of
all the other gopis.

Sri Raghunatha is Sri Radha’s beloved maidservant, so his
favourite part of the various events that took place during the
Rasa-lila is that ST Krsna took away Sr1 Radha alone from
millions of other assembled gopis, then decorated Her with
floral ornaments and enjoyed different amorous pastimes with
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Her in solitude. That is why he mentioned this pastime in his
description of the Rasa-sthali.

When S11 Krsna took Radha away and disappeared with Her
during the Maha-Rasa, even Sri Radha’s girlfriends weren't
aware of it. When they did not see Sri Radharani in their midst
anymore, they understood that $11 Krsna must have taken Her
off somewhere, and they became simultaneously happy
(because of Sr1 Radha’s greatness) and sad (because they could
not see the pastimes of the Divine Pair anymore). But when Sri
Krsna took Sri Radha along and disappeared with Her, Her
maidservants, who are non-different from Her in the heart,
were with Her and could personally witness the sweet and
intimate pastimes of the Divine Pair and feel very happy and
proud about the special glories of their Isvart.

This can be learned from the descriptions by Sri Riipa
Gosvamipada:

rasarambha vilasati parityajya gosthambujakst-

vrndarm vrndavana bhuvi rahah kesavenopaniya
tvam svadhina priyatama pada prapanenarcitangim

dire drstva hrdi kim acirad arpayisyami darpam

(Utkalika Vallari - 42)

"When will my heart be filled with pride as I see from afar
how Kesava leaves all the lotus-eyed girls of Vraja at the
beginning of the Rasa-dance in Vrndavana and takes You to a
lonely place where, under Your command, He decorates You
with flowers?"

In his description of the Rasa-lila, the Rasa-vakta (speaker)
Sripada Suka Muni has clearly mentioned that Sri Krsna
privately and blissfully enjoyed with Sri Radha in different ways
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in the Rasa-night, arranged Her hair and adorned Her with
decorations like flowers:

atra prasana-vacayah
priyarthe preyasa krtah
prapaddakramane ete
pasyata sakale pade
kesa prasadhanam hyatra
kaminyah kamina krtam
tani cadayata kantam
upavistam iha dhruvam
reme taya svatma-rata
atmaramo’pyakhanditah

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.30.32-34)

"Sri Radha’s rival-gopis told each other: ‘Here Krsna has
picked flowers to decorate His beloved with. Look! Here He
stood on His toes to pick flowers from a high branch. That’s why
we can see half-sized footprints in the earth here! Look, look!
Here lusty Krsna arranged the hair of His lusty girlfriend and
sat down to make floral ornaments for Her head. Although He
is Self-satisfied and Self-delighted, He made love with this girl
in various ways here!™

éripﬁda Raghunatha says: "May the Rasa-sthali, where Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava freely enjoyed such amorous pastimes and
that fills the three worlds, Bhiirloka, Svargaloka and Patala-
loka, or the fourteen worlds, with the very wonderful sweet
flavours of the Rasa-dance, protect me!"

vidagdha ujjvala gopt,  yara krsna anuragy,
sarva srestha krsna kanta-gana
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kori nana nrtya range,  govinda yadera sange,
yare loiya koila antardhana
sei srimatt radhare, nand puspa alankare,
sajaiya rasika govinda.
dampati yugala mili, Srigara madhurya keli,
kore yetha paiya ananda
trailokye adbhuta Srestha, madhurya mandita prestha,
‘rasa-sthalt’ kori aradhana.
setha vasa virodha yate, raksa koro taha hoite,
nirantara ei se kamana

"May the Rasa-sthali, where Rasika Govinda danced various
dances with His greatest lovers, the gopis, who are expert in the
arts of eros and who are passionately attached to Him, and then
left them to decorate Srimati Radha with different floral
ornaments, where the Divine Couple finds great joy in playing
Their sweet erotic pastimes and which is ornamented by the
most wonderful kinds of sweetness of all the three worlds,
protect me from anything or anyone who is stopping me from
residing there. Thus I yearn to worship the place where the
Rasa-dance took place!"

VERSE 64:

gandharvika-mura-vimardana-nau-vihara-
lila-vinoda-rasa-nirbhara-bhoginiyam
govardhanojjvala-silakulam unnayanti
vici-bharair avatu manasa-jahnavi mam

gandharvika - Sr1 Radha; mura-vimardana - Krsna; nau - boat;
vihara - enjoyment; lila - pastime; vinoda - pleasure; rasa - flavour;
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nirbhara - filled with; bhogini - enjoyer; iyam - this; govardhana -
Govardhana; ujjvala - brilliant; sila - rock; kulam - host; unnayant -
raising; vici-bharaih - by waves; avatu - may protect; manasa jahnavt
- Manasa Ganga; mam - me.

May Manasa-Ganga, who enjoys the great sweetness of
Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna’s boating pastimes and whose waves
are pushing up Govardhana Hill’s brilliant boulders,

protect me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha praises Manasa-Ganga, one of Govardhana Hill's
holy waters. yatra vai manasi ganga mahda-papaugha-nasini
(Garga Sarhhita) "On Govardhana Hill is Manasi-Ganga, which
destroys all great sins."

This Manasa-Ganga is Sr1 S Giriraja’s eye. netre vai manast
ganga (ibid.)

Manasa-Ganga is the abode where Krsna plays water sports
with His boyfriends and where S$1i-Sr1 Radha-Madhava play
different water sports with Their girlfriends.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha is Sri Radha’s maidservant, hence he
mentions the most rasika boating-pastimes of S$ri-Sri Radha-
Madhava when he praises Manasa-Ganga.

In this verse Manasa-Ganga is praised in connection with the
revelation of a sweet pastime. Sri Raghunatha was absorbed in
bhajana on the bank of $11 Radhakunda when he suddenly got
a divine vision in which he saw Si7 Radharant, Lalita, Visakha
and other sakhis taking jugs with ghi and yoghurt to Govinda
Kunda, a lake at the base of Govardhana Hill.

Under the guidance of Paurnamasi, they set out from
Radhakunda to Govardhana on the pretext of donating ghi to a
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sacrifice there, but with the actual desire to meet Syﬁma
somewhere.

In his kinkari-rapa, Sri Raghunatha follows his/her Isvari.
The woods are illuminated by the golden bodily splendour of
Srimati and Her girlfriends. With restless eyes, Isvari looks all
around —

"Where is the Lord of My life?!" Waves of mahabhava-
desires to see Her loving S11 Krsna rise on the ocean of Her
heart.

When Syama gets a message that Srimati Radharani and Her
girlfriends are approaching Govardhana Hill with ghi and
yoghurt, He dresses Himself like an amazing boatman and sits
in a boat on the Manasa-Jahnavi. Manasa-Ganga’s bossom is
illuminated by the bluish lustre of this boatman, Who enchants
the three worlds.

Seeing this young boatman, Srimati and Her girlfriends put
down their pots of yoghurt and stand on the shore.

Then Srimati Radharani tells Bodai (Her governess

Paurnamasi):
bodai! ai ki ghatera neye
kotha hoite asi,  dilo darasana, vinoda tarani beye
rajata kancane,  na-khani jadita, bajiche kinkini jala
aparapa ta'te, Sobha ranga hate, mani-bandha keroyala
hasite hasite, gita alapiche, dhulaiche ranga ankhi
capaiyd naya, ke jane ki caya,  caiicala nayana dekhi
ratanera phali, sire jhalamali,  kadamba kusuma kane
jathara aiicale,  vamsiti gunjeche, sobhe nana abharane
amara kohibo, kamsera yogani, buke na heliho kehu

jagannatha kohe,  sasi sola kala, pele ki chadibe rahu?

(Pada Kalpataru)
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"O holy mother! Who is this there near the Ghata? Where
has He come from, showing Himself to us, stearing His blissful
boat, which is studded with gold and silver? His waistbells jingle
and on His reddish hands are beautiful bangles! He smiles and
laughs and sings a song while His reddish eyes are twirling. He
wants Me to board the boat. Who knows what He wants when
you look in His naughty, restless eyes? A jeweled strip
shimmers on His head and He wears Kadamba-flowers on His
ears. He keeps His flute tucked in the scarf around His waist
and He is beautified by different other ornaments. We will say:
No one will neglect an assistant of Karisa in the heart!"

Jagannatha dasa says: "Will Rahu (the eclipse) give up the full
moon when he caught it?"

The sakhis call out: "Boatman! Boatman!" Hearing their call,
the enchanting boatman slowly brings His boat to the shore.
With slow gait, Srimati and Her friends board the boat, casting
ecstatic glances here and there.

Suddenly the boatman Krsna stops Srimati from boarding
the boat and says:

kohiche cikana kala vasa parihari,
boisoho kisort, para kori ei bela
nila vasana, katite paraho,
dekhiye kampiche ga navina nirada,
bharame pavana, tvaraya dubabe la
kanura vacana,suniye tokhona,
kapate kohice dhanitomara angera,
cikana varana, kemone lukabe tumi
Suniya e kotha, kohoye lalita,
keho na koriho gola kaliya varana,
chapabo ekhona, dhali diya ghana ghola
Suniya nagara, hoiya phamphara,
madhura madhura hase kohe guru dasa,
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hrdaye ullasa, sukhera sayare bhase

Cikana-Kala (glossy complexioned Krsna) said: "Give up
Your dress (undress Yourself) and sit down, Kisori (adolescent
girl). Now I will help You to cross the river. If You wear this
blue sari on Your waist, though, the wind will tremble all over
his body and quickly sink our ship, thinking it to be a fresh
monsoon cloud.

Hearing Kanu’s words, Dhani (fortunate Radhika) falsely
said: "Your body has this glossy, black-bluish complexion. How
will You hide that one?"

Hearing this, Lalita said: "Let nobody cause any confusion! I
will cover His black complexion now by pouring thick yoghurt
over Him!" Hearing this, Nagara (amorous hero Krsna) became
puzzled and began to smile sweetly."

Guru dasa says: "My heart floats in an ocean of bliss!"

Joking like that, Srimati and Her girlfriends eagerly boarded
the boat, while waves of deep love played in Her heart. The
young boatman brought the boat to the middle of the Jahnavi,
whose bosom became illuminated by the sweet and wonderful
forms of the Divine Pair.

Jahnavi could not control Her urges of ecstasy now that she
got her most beloved Pair on her bosom, and became agitated
by high waves, which smashed up against the large and brilliant
boulders of Govardhana Hill. The billowing waves of ecstatic
Jahnavi gushed inside the boat, making Srimati afraid.

The sakhis said: "Ohe incompetent steersman! Are You going
to kill us and ruin our wealth by making us drown in the middle
of the Ganga today, or what?"

The steersman didn’t notice anything; He was simply
absorbed in relishing the sweet feelings of restless-eyed
Srimati. As the boat sank, Srimati became terrified and with
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eyes startled with fear, She tightly clasped éyﬁma around the
neck.

In this way, the sakhis and maiijaris relished the wonderful
sweetness of the union of the Divine Pair and Jahnavi's desires
were fulfilled. Slowly her waves became more peaceful and the
boat sided to the shore. After feeding Syﬁmasundara the
yoghurt and the butter, everyone went back to their own places.

Holding the memory of this vision in his heart, Sripﬁda
Raghunatha says:

"May Manasa-Ganga, who enjoys the great sweetness of Sri-
Sri Radha-Krsna’s boating pastimes and whose waves are
pushing up Govardhana Hill’s brilliant boulders, protect me."
Srila Riipa Gosvamicarana also praised Sri Govardhana as such:

kamsarates tari vilasitairatarananga rangair
abhirmam pranayam abhitah patram unmilayantyah
dhauta gravavalir amalinair manasamartya sindhor
vici-vrataih prathayatu sada sarma govardhano nah

(Stavamala)

"The waves of the Manasa-Ganga lake, where Sr1 Krsna
becomes a boatman and accepts fees for His boat services from
the gopis and which increases the love of the gopis, which
subdues Sr1 Krsna, wash the rocks of Govardhana Hill. May that
Govardhana Hill bestow all auspiciousness on us."

radha-krsnera nau vihara, ujjvala rasera sara,
nitya bhoga koritechen yini
govardhana sila-kule, abhinava jhalamale,

tarangete ardhvete calani
sei to manasa ganga, bhagyavatt antarangad,
raksa korun pratikiila hoite
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yugalera lila-rasa, hoibe ki saravasa,
e lalasa jage mora cite

"May that fortunate Manasa-Ganga, who always enjoys the
boating pastimes of Radha and Krsna, which is the essence of
the erotic mellow; whose waves push up the newly shimmering
boulders of Govardhana Hill, and who is very close to the
Divine Pair, protect me from all inauspiciousness. May the
flavours of the pastimes of the Divine Pair become everything
to me. This is the desire that awakens in my heart."

VERSE 65:

yesar kvapi ca madhavo viharate snigdhair vayasyotkarais
tad-dhatu-drava-puiija-citritatarais tais taih svayar citritah
khelabhih kila-palanair api gavarh kutrapi narmotsavaih
$ri-radha-sahito guhasu ramate tan saila-varyan bhaje

yesam - whose; kvapi - anywhere; ca - and; madhavah - Krsna;
viharate - enjoys pastimes; snigdhaih - with affectionate; vayasya -
friends; utkaraih - with multitudes; tat - that; dhatu-drava - minerals;
pufija - abundance; citritataraih - colourfully decorated; taih - by
them; svayam - Himsell; citritah - colourfully decorated; khelabhih -
with games; kila - certainly; palanaih - by herding; api - even; gavam
- the cows; kutrapi - somewhere; narmotsavaih - with festivals of
humour; sr7 radha sahitah - with Sri Radha; guhdsu - in the caves;
ramate - enjoys; tan - him; saila - mountain; varyan - the best; bhaje -
I worship.

I worship the best of mountains in Vraja, like
Govardhana, with whose colourful mineral pigments
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Madhava and His affectionate friends are decorated as
they herd the cows, where they play hide-and seek and
in whose caves Krsna makes love with Sri Radha.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises Vraja’s best mountains, like Govardhana.

In the previous verse, he has praised Manasa-Ganga, and as
he does so he perceives the service Haridasa-varya (the best of
Hari’s servants) Sri Giriraja renders to Sr1 Krsna, His friends
and His beloved. In this mood, he praises Sri Giriraja and other
mountains of Vraja.

i1 Giriraja is the abode where S$riKrsna freely plays with His
friends.

pariparnatamah saksat sri krsno bhagavan svayam;
asankhya brahmanda-patir golakesah paratparah
asmin sthitah sada kridam arbhakaih saha maithila;
karoti tasya mahatmyam vaktumn nalam caturmukhah

(Garga Sarnhita)

S17 Narada said: "O Lord of Mithila! Sri Krsna, the Original
and Complete Personality of Godhead, the maintainer of
innumerable universes and the Lord of Goloka, is situated on
this Govardhana Hill and always plays different games with the
cowherd boys there. Hence, even the four-faced Lord Brahma
is unable to describe His glories!"

Before Sr1 Krsna comes to the base of the mount to herd His
cows with His friends, they first decorate their bodies with
Giriraja’s colourful mineral pigments.

Srimad Riipa Gosvami has written:
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sasvad visvalankaranalankrtimedhyaih premna dhautair
dhatubhir uddipita-sano (Stavamala)

"$ri Krsna, Who is Himself the ornamentation of this world,
is easily decorated by the mineral pigments that beautify the
slopes of Govardhana Hill and that are sprinkled by love for
Him."

When the time for cowherding comes, S$ri Krsna and His
friends love these colourful pigments, clothes and ornaments
made of leaves and flowers more than ornaments of jewels and
pearls.

phala prabala stavaka sumanah piccha dhatubhih. kaca
mukta mani svarna-bhasita apyabhiisayan (Bhag. 10.12.4)

"Although the cowherd boys were already decorated by their
mothers with ornaments of glass, jewels, pearls and gold, they
still decorated their bodies with different kinds of fruits, leaves,
bunches of flowers, peacock feathers and colourful mineral
pigments when they came into the forest."

In this way, the cowherd boys also decorated S$r1 Krsna as
they liked with sylvan clothing and colourful mineral pigments,
let the cows graze in the large meadows on the slopes of Giriraja
and freely played games like ‘hide-and-seek” with Sr1 Krsna.

Although Sr1 Krsna enjoys playing different free games with
His friends in this way, His mind remains fixed on Sri Radha.
In Sri Caitanya Caritamrta it is seen:

ratri-dina kunja krida kore radha sange; kaisora boyos
saphala koilo krida-range

"Day and night He sports in the groves with Radha; in this
way He made His adolescence a success."

One may ask here: "If He plays with Sri Radha day and night,
then when will He find the time to play in the meadows with
His friends and time to perform loving pastimes with His
parents?"
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Actually, 1 Krsna always thinks of S$ri Radha as He performs
these other pastimes. Sri Radha, Who is endowed with the
mahabhava known as madana, pervades S1i Krsna’s entire
awareness. From the first time He ever saw loving Srimati
Radharani in the preliminary stage of piirva-raga, Sr1 Krsna has
always been thinking of Her.

nayana putalt radha mora; mana majhe radhika ujora
ksiti-tale dekhi radhamaya; gaganeho radhika udoy
radhamaya bhelo tribhuvana; tabe ami koribo kemon
kotha sei radhika sundari; na dekhi’ dhairaja hoite nari
e yadunandana mane jage; ki na kore nava anurage

(Pada Kalpataru)

"Radha is the apple of My eyes and Radhika is shining within
My mind. The surface of the earth is filled with Radha and in
the sky Radhika also rises. The three worlds have become filled
with Radha, so what shall I do? Where is that Radhika-Sundari?
I cannot remain calm if I don’t see Her. Thus Yadunandana
ponders: ‘What will He not do out of fresh passion?™"

Even though He may be intoxicated by playing with His
friends around Govardhana Hill, éyﬁma is afflicted by the
heartache of separation from Sri Radha.

Meanwhile, one of Srimati’s girlfriends or maidservants
keeps eager abhisarika® Sri Radhika in some cave of
Govardhana Hill and comes to search for éyﬁma. Seeing Syﬁma
engaged in playing with His friends, they give Him a hint in an
unnoticed way, telling him that Sri Radha has come to meet
Him.

39 A girl on a love-journey.
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Sy‘?lmasundara then leaves His friends on the pretext of
admiring the natural beauty of the mount and goes along with
the sakhis to meet Sri Radha and perform different amorous
pastimes with Her in a hidden, solitary cave of Giriraja.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship these kings of mountains,
like Govardhana, that are the sole abodes of Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava’s pastimes."

In other words, "I worship Sri Sit Giriraja and other
mountains, so that I can witness such intimate pastimes of Sri-
Sri Radha-Madhava there and be blessed by rendering services
to this Playful Pair, such as providing Them scented water and
betel leaves and fanning Them."

yara dhatu drava puiije, vicitrita hoiya ange,
snigdha yoto krsna sakha-gane
yara gairika drava gune, nija sama sakha-gane
sajayeche madana mohana
vicitrita kalevare,sakha sange khela kore,
gocarana korite korite.
bhaji sei saila srestha, yara guhaya krsna prestha
vihariche $ri radha sahite

" I worship the best of Vraja’s mountains, in whose caves
Krsna enjoys with His beloved Radha and whose colourful,
mineral pigments are used by Krsna’s affectionate friends to
decorate their own bodies and with which these friends, who
are considered on an equal level, also decorate Madana
Mohana before they all go along herding the cows with
picturesquely decorated bodies."
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VERSE 66:

sphite yatra sarit-sarovara-kule gah palayan nirvrte
grisme vari-vihara-keli-nivahair gopendra-vidyatmajah
pritya sificati mugdha-mitra-nikaran harsena mugdhah svayam
kanksan sviya-jayaih jayarthina iman nityar tad etad bhaje

sphite - large; yatra - where; sarit - rivulet; sarovare kule - in the
lakes; gah - cows; palayan - herding; nirvrtah - bliss; grisme - in the
summer; vdri - water; vihara - pastimes; keli nivahaih - through
pastimes; gopendra - the king of cowherds; divya - divine; atmajah -
son; pritya - with love; sificati - splashes; mugdha - charming; mitra-
nikaran - friends; harsena - with joy; mugdha - bewildered; svayam -
personally; kanksan - desiring; sviya - own; jayam - victory; jayarthina
- by those desiring victory; iman - this; nityam - eternally; tat - that;
etat - this; bhaje - 1 worship.

I always worship all the rivers and lakes of Vraja, in
whose waters Krsna plays with His charming friends in
the summertime by lovingly splashing them with water.
There He is eager to defeat these friends who all also
desire victory for themselves and with whom He was

blissfully herding the cows.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now Sripada Raghunatha
praises the lakes and rivers of Vraja, like Yamuna and Manasa
Ganga, on whose banks Sr1 Krsna performs His sweet
cowherding-pastimes with His friends.

nija sama sakha sange, gogana carana range,
vrndavane svacchanda vihara.
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yara venu-dhvani Suni, sthavara jangama prani,
pulaka kampa asru bohe dhara

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"Krsna freely plays in Vrndavana with His equal friends with
whom He enjoys herding the cows. When they hear His flute
song, the mobile and immobile beings shed streams of tears,
shiver and get goose pimples of ecstasy."

Although there is eternal spring in S$r1 Krsna’s playground
Vrndavana, since there is no influence of material time, still, to
nourish the flavours of these transcendental pastimes, seasons
like summer and the monsoon appear.

In the summer-season, Sr1 Krsna performs His pastime of
herding the cows, making the cows drink the water of the rivers
and lakes, and freely playing in these waters with His friends.

itas tatah saficaratir gavalih sva venu-nadair atha sankalayya
Jjagama tah payayitum vayasyaih saiicalayan manasa jahnavim sa
payayitod jalam gastah sttam svadu sunirmalam
svayam gopah papuh sasnur vijahrah salile ciram

(Govinda Lilamrta 6.36-37)

"Krsna gathered His cows who were wandering here and
there with the sound of His flute and brought them to the
Manasa Ganga-lake with the cowherd boys to make them drink.
Then he made all the cows and cowherd boys drink the nice
cool and clear water. He Himself also drank and spent a lot of
time bathing and playing in the water."

In his Brhad Bhagavatamrta, éripﬁda Sanatana Gosvami
gives a heartrending description of how $r1 Krsna and His
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cowherd boyfriends desire to defeat each other during their
water sports in Sr1 Yamuna:

parasparam varsabhisificatah sakhin;
kadacid utksipya jalani bhafjayet;
kadapi tair eva vinoda kovido;
vilambhito bhangabharam jaharsa sah
kilala vadyani subhani sakam
tair vadayan $ri yamund pravahe;
sroto nuloma-pratilomato’sau
santara lilam akarod vicitram
kadapi krsna-jala madhyato nijam
vapuh sa nihnutya saroja kanane;
mukham ca vinyasya kutihali sthito,
yatha na kenapi bhavet sa laksitah
tatas tad eke ksana jivanas te;
na tam samanvisya yadalabhanta;
tada mahartah suhrdo rudanto
vicrukusur vyagra dhiyah sughoram
tato hasan padma vanad vinihsrtah
praharsa piirena vikasiteksanail;
sakiirdanas taih purato’bhisaribhih
sangamyamano vijahara kautuki
myrnala-jalena manoramena,
viracya haran jala puspa-jataih;
sakhin alarkrtya samuttatara
jalat samam taih sa ca bhasitas taih

(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.7.46-51)

"As Krsna and His friends were splashing each other with
water, Krsna sometimes defeated His friends and sometimes
the boys defeated Vinoda Kovida (Krsna, Who is expert in
having fun) by splashing Him with water to His delight.
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Sometimes Sri Krsna and His friends played sweet music on the
water, sometimes they swam along with the stream of the
Yamuna and sometimes they swam against the stream.
Sometimes Krsna played a joke on the boys by concealing His
Syﬁma—body in the blue Yamuna-water and hiding His face in a
cluster of blue lotus flowers, so that nobody could distinguish
Him anymore. The boys then began to search for Him, Whose
darsana is their very lives. When they could not find Him, they
began to weep loudly in great anguish.

Hearing their weeping, Sri Krsna, the Joker, laughed and
came out of the lotus cluster. Seeing Him back, the suhrt-
sakhds (dear most friends) began to run and jump around in
front of Him. After this Sri Krsna enjoyed different water sports
with them.

He strung wonderful garlands of water lotuses on strings of
lotus stems and decorated His friends with them, and His
friends reciprocated by decorating Him likewise. Finally they
all came out of the water onto the shore."

Sri Hari plays such competitive water sports with His friends
in Radhakunda, Syamakunda, Pavana-Sarovara, Kusuma-
Sarovara and other large lakes.

In this way, éripﬁda Dasa Gosvami reveals these endlessly
sweet transcendental pastimes, calling $r1 Krsna gopendra-
divyatmaja, the divine son of the cowherd king.

Sri Raghunatha says: "I always worship all these lakes and
rivers!"

sarit sarasi kiile, nitya gocarana kale,
radhakunda kalindira jale
se gopendm—divydtmaja, mirtimanta manasija,
jala keli kore grisma-kale
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"The divine son of the cowherd king, Who is Cupid in His
very own person, always sports in the waters of Radhakunda
and Yamuna when He herds His cows there in the summer."

krida-rase preme matta, nija priya sakha-yatha,
nitya yara jalakeli kore.

govinda kautuka bhore,  jayakankst antare,
jala sifice tadera upore

"Govinda eternally plays in the water with His dearmost
friends, intoxicated by the flavours of loving games He plays
with them. Desiring victory in these sports, Govinda sprinkles
them with water."

Jjayarthi vayasya-gana,  sifice jala anuksana,
sada se sarit sarovare.

bhajana koribo ami, hoiya tara anugami,
e vasand jdgaye antare

"His friends, who also desire victory, constantly splash Him
with water. I will worship these lakes and rivers and will
become their follower. This desire has awoken in my heart."

VERSE 67:

yesam kacchapika lasan-muralika-nadena harsotkaraih
srastardhas trna-guccha esa nitaram vaktresu sarhstambhate
sakhyenapi tayoh paraih parivrta radha-baka-dvesino-
te hrdya mrga-yuthapah pratidinarh mar tosayantu sphutam
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yesam - whose; kacchapika - a kind of Vina; lasat - beautiful;
muralika - the flute; nadena - with the sound; harsa - joy; utkaraih -
by an abundance; srasta - fallen; arddhah - half; trna - grass; guccha -
bunch; esa - here; nitaram - always; vaktresu - in the faces;
samsthambhate - stunned; sakhyena - with friendship; api - even;
tayoh - of both; param - greatest; parivrta - surrounded; radha-
bakadvesinah - Radha and Krsna; te - they; hrdya - loving; mrga -
deer; yathapah - group-leaders; prati - each; dinam - day; mam - me;
tosayantu - may delight; sphutam - clearly.

When they hear Sri Radhika playing Her Kacchapi-
Vina and Sri Krsna playing His beautiful Muralika-flute,
the deer become ecstatic and bunches of grass fall
halfway out of their mouths before they become stunned.
May these charming best of deer, who then surround Sri-
Sri Radha and Madhava in a mood of friendship, delight

me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, the deer like the
Krsna-saras are praised. Even the deer in Vraja, the loving
playground of $r1-Sr1 Radha-Krsna, are most blessed and
praiseworthy.

How can there by any doubt about this when even Lord
Brahma and Uddhava are amongst those great souls who yearn
to take birth here, even as immobile creatures as grass and
bushes?

In Srimad Bhagavata, we can find the fortune of Vrndavana’s
deer and does being praised by the parva-raga-vati
Vrajasundaris (the gopts who had just fallen in love with Krsna):

dhanyah sma miadha-matayo’pi harinya eta
ya nandanandanam upatta vicitra vesam
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akarnya venuranitam saha krsna-sarah
pajam dadhur viracitam pranayavalokaih

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.21.11)

The purport of this verse is that one Vrajasundari once told
the other Vraja-devis: "Ohe Sakhis! Blessed are the does of
Vrndavana! There is no comparison to their love! They are born
as animals and they have no intelligence whatsoever. They
cannot distinguish right from wrong, but their hearts are filled
with love. They love this beautiful Syﬁma—form even more than
their life-airs! As soon as He enters into the woods, they come
running. What to speak of when He starts playing His flute!
When they hear His flute they come running even from afar
and surround Him on all sides, taking their husbands, the
Krsna-sara-bucks, along with them.

In this way, both husband and wife are blessed by seeing
Krsna. Just as a guest is heartily welcomed and lovingly given
entry into the house when he comes to the door of a grhastha,
similarly, when the beloved guest Sri Govinda comes to the gate
of the does” abode, they heartily welcome Him and offer Him
love-arghya (water to wash the hands) with their restless eyes.
They cannot speak but their heart’s love is expressed through
the eyes. Blessed are the lives of these does! They know very
well how to worship the god of love (Krsna). And blessed are
their husbands too, for they do not obstruct their service to
Krsna, but act in a favourable way. They are justly called Krsna-
sara#!

40 Krsna-sara means: "Krsna is the essence", and that is what the

bucks feel. Ed.
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We are unfortunate girls, for although we attained gopi-
bodies in Vrndavana, we could not worship Gopinatha. It was
better if we had attained births as does!"

Sripéda Raghunatha is Sri Radharant’s maidservant, so
he/she knows how fortunate the does of Vrndavana are!

Once, éripéda Raghunatha is absorbed in the taste of
bhajana on the bank of Radhakunda, when he suddenly
perceives a honey-sweet pastime of Sr1 Sri Radha-Madhava.

Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari are seated on a jeweled platform
under a wish yielding tree, illuminating the bank of the kunda
with their golden and bluish splendor.

There are no sakhis around, but Sii Raghunatha, as an
antaranga sevadhikarini kinkart (a maidservant who is eligible
to render intimate services) is fanning the Divine Pair, Who are
absorbed in different rasika conversations.

Suddenly Krsna takes His enchanting flute to His lips and
starts playing it, while $1T Radharant picks up Her Kacchapi-
Vina and twangs its strings.

The mobile and immobile beings are enchanted by these
charming tunes. The sweetness revealed by Srimatr’s Vina-
playing stifles even the sweetness of Sri Krsna’s flute-playing.
Seeing this, the grazing deer and does take their bunches of
grass along in their mouths and come to surround Syama and
Svamini as if they are bewitched by a mantra.

The bunches of grass fall halfway out of their mouths, but
remain stuck there. What sweet feelings are revealed in their
eyes! They are just like the Divine Pair’s dearmost girlfriends,
the priya-narma-sakhis.

Their hearts are filled with the sweetness of the flute and the
Vina. With their eyes, they offer flowers of love to the lotus feet
of Those, whose sweetness they are so attracted to.
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Remembering his vision of that day and taking that
remembrance in his heart, Sri Raghunatha says:

"May those charming best of deer always delight me!"

In other words, "May I relish the enchanting sweetness of
Syﬁma and Svamini and attain Their service together with
them, this is my prayer!"

radha-kare sobhe yini,  se kacchapt vina dhvani,
ara krsna muralira tane.
Sravanete krsna sara, mantra mugdha bhava yara,
preme stabdha hoy toto-ksane

"When the Krsna-sara-deer hear the sound of the Kacchapi-
Vina, which looks so beautiful in Radha’s hands, and the sound
of Krsna’s Murali-flute, they become stunned of ecstatic love as
if they are bewitched by a mantra."

arddha guccha trna mukhe, eka dithe ceye thake,
avicala dadaye royeche
radha-krsne sakhya-bhave, antarera anurage,
citravat yeno virajiche

"Half-chewed bunches of grass hang in their mouths and
they stand there staring, motionless like pictures, their hearts
filled with passionate fraternal love for Radha and Krsna."

krsna anuragi yoto, sei mrgapati yiitha,
ei bhiksa mage akificane
tahadera bhava-raji, krpaya arpiya aji,
santusta koruna anuksane
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"T humbly beg this alm from these best of deer, who are so
deeply in love with Krsna: May they give me the treasure of
their ecstatic love today and thus delight me at every moment."

VERSE 68:

guijad-bhrmga-kulena justa-kusumaih sarhlabdha-maiiju-$riyarm
kufijanam nikaresu yesu ramate saurabhya-vistarinah
udyat-kama-taranga-rangita-manas tan-navya-yiinor yugarn
tesam vistrta-kesa-pasa-nikaraih kuryam aho marjanam

guiijad - humming; bhriiga - bees; kulena - by swarms; justa -
served; kusumaih - with flowers; samlabdha - attained; manju-sriyam
- loveliness; kunijanam - of the groves; nikaresu - in the groups; yesu -
in which; ramate - enjoying; saurabhya - fragrance; vistarinam -
extended; udyat - raised; kama - lust; taranga - waves; rangita -
revelled; manah - the mind; tad - that; navya yinoh - young; yugam -
couple; tesam - of them; vistrta - extended; kesa-pasa-nikaraih - with
the hairs; kuryamaho - I will do; marjanam - sweep.

In the fragrant arbours of Vraja, which are made very
lovely by the flowers that are served (enjoyed) by swarms
of sweetly humming bees, the young pair Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava make love, Their hearts delighted by the
billowing waves of Cupid. May I sweep these groves with
my long and opened hair.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, S1i Raghunatha

praises the sweet nikufijas that are the confidential playgrounds
for Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s erotic pastimes.
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For the sake of nourishing the erotic pastimes of the Yugala
Kisora, there are always beautiful and enchanting arbour-
cottages (nikunijas), surrounded by flowerful trees and vines in
the transcendental playground Sr1 Vrndavana. The enchanting
natural beauty of these nikufijas makes the opulent beauty of
jeweled temples insignificant. The nikufijas are beautified by
various kinds of flowers and in each nikunja there are swarms
of humming bees.

The sylvan goddesses have decorated these kunija-cottages
with ecstatic pictures, depicting different sweet pastimes such
as plrova-raga.

In each kuiija, there are jeweled beds made of stemless
flowers like jasmine and the gates are decorated with erotic
pictures made of ground vermilion. The pictures are agitating
and the vermilion too.

Swarms of humming bees serve as gatekeepers for the floral
gates and will not allow any unauthorised trespasser in.

Their humming, which sounds like war drums, make the
Rasika-Pair mad during the erotic battle. These nikuiijas are
always served by the six seasons and time is always standing by
to serve the transcendental pastimes.

The sky, the air, the moon and the sun - they are all servants
of these pastimes, who show their activities whenever it suits or
supports them.

In this way, there is no comparison to the sweetness of Sri-
Sri Radha-Madhava’s nikufijas, which are endowed with
different ingredients of natural beauty.

Experienced devotees see all this with the eyes of love.

In these nikufijas, which are scented by various blooming
flowers, the Nava Kisora Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava perform Their
wonderful pastimes, Their hearts billowing on the aggregate of
Cupid’s waves.
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tat saundaryam kim api kalayat sannavani maranda-
syandaih sandra prasrmara maha candrikasyaravinde;
sarvangesu prakata pulakananga vaivasya lolad
gaura syamangakamaviraham yatra bhati dvidham
yatranyonya pranaya sarasavesa purnayitangam
hasam hasam rucira kalayanyonya sanghattitangam;
baram baram surasa samarotsaha sannaddha mirti-
Jjyotir dvandvam visati sahasa maiiju kufijajiresu

(Sr1 Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 6.72-73)

"A golden and bluish dual form, which becomes restless of
erotic absorption and which gets goose bumps on all of Their
limbs when They behold the indescribable beauty of Each
other’s lotus faces, which are like widely diffused big moon
beams and Their exchange of stuttering words, which is like a
trickling stream of honey, is eternally present in Vrndavana.

This is where they fill Each other’s limbs with Each other’s
rasika-absorption of love, laughingly embrace Each other
during enchanting artistic pastimes and suddenly enter into the
lovely kuiija-yard time and again, decorated with enthusiasm to
fight luscious erotic battles."

In all of these kuiijas, the sakhis and manjaris are blessed by
seeing the rasika-erotic pastimes of S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava
and by attaining the extraordinary fortune of Their devotional
service.

veni-cida tilaka racanair gandha tambala malyair
divyaih saksmojjvala vara patair divya divyanna panaih
samyak samvijana mrdu padambhoja samvahanadyaih
sakhyo radha muralidharanau yan nikufije bhajanti
kascit kunijan niravadhi pariskurvate $ri vibhedair
granthatyanya vividha kusumair divya malyadikani
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kascid yuktya vidadhati muda divya gandha prakaran
kascit kuricantyati varapagam yatra radha sudasyah

(Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 6.74-75)

The sakhis serve Radha and Muralidhara by making Their
braids, crowns and tilaka, offering Them perfumes, betel leaves
and garlands, dressing Them in divine, fine and brilliant
clothes, serving Them divine drinks and dishes, fanning Them
and gently massaging Their feet.

Some of the sakhis always cleanse the kuifijas, some are
always making flower garlands, dividing them according to
beauty, some are blissfully offering reasonable advice and
prepare perfumes and so on, and others again are folding very
beautiful silken garments."

Sripﬁda Raghunatha is Radha’s dear maidservant and a
respectful maidservant, so he prays that he/she may sweep the
kufija of her mistress with her long, unravelled hair.

alikula gunjarita kusuma nikare;
parama surabhi ye sab kunijera bhitore
ahal sei suvikhyata navina yugala;
madana tarangavese ho’ye suvihvala
unmatta hrdaye nitya korena vihara;
se sakala kufija ami harase apara
nija dirgha kesa pase koribo marjana;
e vasand mone mora jage anuksana

"Ahal May I most blissfully sweep the most fragrant kunjas,
where the bees are humming around the flowers, where the
famous Adolescent Couple is overwhelmed by the waves of
Cupid and where They enjoy with intoxicated hearts, with my
long hair. This aspiration constantly awakens within my heart."
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VERSE 69:

yesar caru talesu $ita-nivida-cchayesu ratrindivarn
puspanam vigalat-paraga-vilasat-talpesu klptasrayam
pritya snigdha-madhu-vratair madhu-kanaih sarsevitarh tan navarn
yinor yugmatararn muda viharate te pantu mam bhii-ruham

yesam - whose; caru - beautiful; talesu - on the bases; sita - cool;
nivida - deep; cchayesu - in the shades; ratrim - night; divam - day;
puspananm - of the flowers; vigalat - falling; paraga - pollen; vilasat -
shining; talpesu - on the beds; klrpta - made; asrayam - shelter; pritya
- with love; snigdha - restless; madhu-vrataih - by bumblebees;
madhu - honey; kanaih - by drops; samsevitam - served; tad - that;
navam - young; yanoh - youngsters; yugmataram - couple; muda -
jubilantly; viharate - enjoys; te - they; pantu - may protect; mam - me;
bhitruhah - the trees.

May the trees of Vraja, under whose deeply shaded,
cool and beautiful bases the Youthful Couple, Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna, blissfully enjoy love-sports day and night
on a bed of flowers, beautified by flower pollen and
drops of honey, which are eagerly served by restless
swarms of humming bees, protect me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: After describing the sweet play
groves that are made of trees and vines, éripﬁda Raghunatha
now praises the trees and vines separately in the following two
verses.

In this verse he praises the trees. All the trees that are
standing in Vrndavana, the playforest of $r1-Sri Radha-
Madhava, are transcendental playmates of Them.
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drumas ca kalpa parva ye nanamoda vidhayakah.
vrndavanasthas tan viddhi balabhadramsa sambhavan (Krsna
Yamala Tantra)

"The wishyielding trees in Vrndavana give various kinds of
transcendental happiness, and they are all (visuddha
sattvamaya) expansions of Lord Baladeva."

Therefore there is not even the slightest transformation of
matter in them -

kecit piyiisa sarottama parinatayah kecana ksira sarair
divyaih sannirmitah ke’pyatula mada-krtam asavanam ghanangah

kecit saitopalah ke’pyati himakarakah kalpa riipa iti Sri
vrndaranye drumendra dadhati bahuvidha radhika krsna tustyai

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 10.77)

"For the satisfaction of Radhika and Krsna the trees of
Vrndavana have taken many different forms: some of them are
made of the crystallisation of the essence of nectar, some of
them are made very beautifully from the essence of divine milk,
some of them bear the bodies of incomparibly intoxicating
condensed nectar, some of them are like crystal and some of
them are wearing camphor-like, bright and white dresses."

In Sri Brhad Bhagavatamrta (2.5.255) it is seen -

yasyaika vrkso’pi nijena kenacid
dravyena kamams tanute’rthino’khilan
tathapi tat tan na sada prakasayed
aisvaryam sah svavihara vighnatah

"Although all trees in Vraja, including their leaves and
flowers, are able to give anything to the petitioner and thus
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fulfill all his desires, still they do not always display this prowess
and opulence, afraid that it will disturb the enjoyments of their
Lord. Sometimes, when it suits the Lord’s pastimes, they may
manifest such prowess!"

S$ri-S11 Radha-Krsna's service is the highest accomplishment
for the trees of Vndavana. After Sii Krsna disappeared from
the Rasa-lila, the Vraja-devis inquired from Vrndavana’s trees
about Him -

caita priyala panasasana kovidara
jambvarka bilva bakulamra kadamba-nipah
ye’nye parartha-bhavaka yamunopakalah
Samsantu krsna-padavim rahitaimanam nah

(Bhagavata 10.30.9)

"O Ciuta-, Priyala-, Panasa-, Asana-, Kovidara-, Jambu-,
Arka-, Bilva-, Bakula-, mango-, Kadamba-, Nipa- and other
trees that are standing on the bank of the Yamuna for the
welfare of others! O coconut- and betel-trees! Please show
these empty-hearted Vraja-girls the way to attain Krsna!"

Some explain the word parartha-bhavaka as follows:

para ca paras ca parau $ri radha-krsnau tayor arthe tayoh
sevartham bhavah utpattir yesam te parartha-bhavakah

"para means the Original Personality of Godhead, Vrajendra-
Nandana, and para means the Supreme Goddess Sri Radha -
the auspicious advent of Sr Vrndavana’s trees took place for the
sake of Their service".

Hence Sripéda Raghunatha says: "May the trees of Vraja,
under whose bases, which are densely shaded and cooled by
thick foliage, Sr1 Sri Radha-Krsna, the Youthful Couple,
blissfully enjoy love-sports day and night on a bed of flowers,
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beautified by flower pollen and drops of honey, which are
eagerly served by restless swarms of thirstily humming bees,
intoxicated by their own fragrance, protect me".

Virahi éripéda Raghunatha yearns for the grace of these
trees, so that he can behold the honey-sweet pastimes of the
playful Sri-Sri Yugala Kisora and engage in Their service.

ye tarura Sitala chaya,  suvicitra sobha paya,
vigalita paraga sayyaya
bhrnga madhu kana lobhe, dale dale anurage,
paditeche yahadera gaya
puspa hasya vikasita, gandhe dik amodita,
sada kore lila uddipane
navina kisora dvaya, hrsta-citte atisaya
sukhe vihariche ratri dine
sei vrksa parivara, raksa koru bara bara,
vrndavane yahara janama
yoto muni rsi-vare, vrksa hoiya seva kore
krsna lila kore darasana

"May the trees that took birth in Vrndavana, in whose cool
shades the young adolescent Couple looks wonderfully
beautiful as They enjoy with jubilant hearts day and night on a
bed of flowers, covered by flower pollen that have fallen from
them (the trees), on whose bodies (trunks) swarms of bees
greedy for drops of honey, passionately land, whose flowers
smile and constantly give the inspiration for amorous pastimes
by filling all the directions with their fragrance, and who are
actually all great sages and saints who have taken birth as trees
to witness Krsna’s pastimes, protect me again and again."
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VERSE 70:

gandharva mura-vairinoh pranayinoh puspani saiicinvatoh
svairarh smera-sakhi-kulena vrtayor isat-smitena dvayoh

drstva keli-kalith tayor nava-navam hasyena puspa-cchalaih

kamarh ya vilasanti tah kila latah sevyah param premabhih

gandharva - Radha; muravairinah - of Krsna; pranayinah -
loving; puspani - of flowers; samcinvatah - picking; svairam -
freely; smera - smiling; sakhi-kulena - by the girlfriends;
vrtayoh - surrounded; isat - slightly; smitena - by smiling;
dvayoh - of the pair; drstva - having seen; keli - play; kalim -
quarrel; tayoh - of the two; nava navam - ever-fresh; hasyena -
by smiling; puspa - flower; cchalaih - on the pretext; kamam -
sufficiently; ya - who; vilasanti - shine; tah - they; kila -
certainly; latah - vines; sevydh - to be served; param - great;
premabhih - with love.

I lovingly serve the vines of Sri Vrndavana, whose
flowers are picked by the Loving Pair, Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava, surrounded by Their sweetly smiling
girlfriends, and who smile through their flowers when
they see the ever-fresh loving quarrels of the Divine Pair
and Their girlfriends.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises the vines of $r1 Vrndavana, who should be
considered just as glorious as Sr1 Vrndavana’s trees.

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has written in Vrndavana
Mahimamrtam (5.57):
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eta valli-vitataya uru sneha viklinna cittah
srimad vrndavana bhuvi mahabhatayor matr-bhatah
asriyante hari hari bahir vastu buddhim vidhaya
yair dhimadbhih satatam iha va’mitra va te krtarthah

"Hari Hari! Any intelligent person who always takes shelter
of these greatly opulent vines of $r1 Vrndavana-bhuvi, whose
hearts melt of affection due to their motherly nature, giving up
all external material conceptions of them, is blessed both in this
world and in the next."

Sri Radha considers these vines to be Her own:

ya radhaya varatanu natetyukti matrena nrtyed
gayetyuktva madhukara rutair vijiia-ganam tanoti
krandetyuktva visrjati madhatphullita syaddhaseti
proktaslisya drumam iti gira sasvaje ghrsta-guccha

(Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 5.37)

"As soon as Sri Radha says: ‘O beautiful vines! Dance!’, they
will dance and when She says: “Sing!’, their humming bees will
sing an intoxicating song. When She says: ‘Weep!’, they will
shed tears of honey, when She says: ‘Laugh!’, they will make
their flowers blossom, and when She says: ‘Embrace the trees!’,
they will jubilantly embrace the trees with their sprouts."

In this way, the vines of Vraja increase Premamayi Sri
Radharani’s love for Sr1 Krsna by giving Her many amorous
incitements.

navina kalikodgatim kusuma hasa-samsobhinim
nava stavaka manditam nava maranda dharam latam
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tamala-taru-sangatam samavalokya vrndavane
patisnum ati vihvalam adhrta kapi me svaminim

(Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 2.84)

"Seeing a fresh vine embracing a Tamala-tree in Sri
Vrndavana, growing fresh buds, beautified by smiling flowers,
decorated with fresh sprouts and exuding a trickling stream of
fresh honey, my mistress faints and one of Her sakhis holds Her
up.

Taking the remembrance of a honey-sweet pastime within
his heart, S1i Raghunatha praises the vines of Vrndavana in this
verse.

n

One day, Sripéda Raghunatha is absorbed in bhajana on the
bank of Sri Radhakunda, when he has a transcendental vision:
Srimati and Her girlfriends are picking flowers in a garden near
the bank of Sr1 Radhakunda. Suddenly ST Krsna comes there,
dressed as a gardener.

madhavas tam tadalokayan radhikam ballabi-vargatah sad gunenadhikam
keyam udbadhate mad vanam ragatas tarnam ityullapan phulladhiragatah

(Stavamala)

Seeing the crown jewel of young gopis, Sri Radhika, picking
flowers, Madhava said: "Who are You, making a mess of My
nikufija-vana?", and quickly came up to Her. Srimati covered
Her whole body with Her garments, took some distance, smiled
and said, while starting to pick flowers from another vine:

sadatra cinumah prasanamajane vayam hi niratah surabhibhajane
na ko’pi kurute nisedha vacanam kim adya tanuse pragalbha vacanam
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prasida kusuman vicitya sarasa prayami sarasiruhaksa tarasa
kriyadya mahatt mamasti bhavane vilambam adhikam tanusva na vane

(Stavamala)

"Every day we come to this solitary forest to pick flowers for
our worship of the gods and no one has prohibited us from this
until now! Why are You speaking such impudent words to us
today? O Lotus-eyed One! Be pleased with Me! Excuse Me!
We don’t know how to speak such bold words as You! I have
many duties to perform at home, so I have to return home
quickly after picking flowers. Let Me go without delay!"
Hearing this, $11 Krsna replied:

niyuktah ksitindrena tenasmi kamam vanam palayami kramenabhiramam
janah simam apyuddhared yo dalarddham haramyambaram tasya vittena sardham
parijiatam adya prasanalim etam lunise tvam evam prabalaih sametam
dhrtasau maya kaicana sreni gauri pravistasi geham katham puspa cauri

(Stavamala)

"T have been engaged by king Cupid in protecting this lovely
garden since long. If someone even takes a brown, dried-up leaf
from any tree in this garden, I will take all of his/her garments
and ornaments away. O golden beauty! O flower thief! Today I
learned that You have picked the flowers and fresh leaves from
this garden. Today I have caught You! How will You go home
now?"

In this way, the Divine Pair are having so much fun with
Their girlfriends. When the vines witness these ever-fresh
playful quarrels, they smile through their flowers.

-359 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

i1 Raghunatha says: "I lovingly serve these vines of
Vrndavana, which always relish these sweet pastimes of the
Divine Pair!"
supranayi radha-krsna kridamoda range;
mrdu hasya mukhi priya sakhidera sange
svacchande hasimakha madhura anane;
nirata hoile yadera kusuma cayane
prema rangy yugalem niyata nittana;
keli kalaha lila koriya darsana
puspa vikasera chale hasyera vilasa;
manohara ripe yara koriche prakasa
se sakala latika e vrajera majhare;
ekanta sevana yogya priti sahakare

"T lovingly serve all the vines of Vraja, which show their
enchanting smiles through their flowers, and which always
witness the ever-fresh, playful quarrel-pastimes of the loving
Divine Pair, Who are always engaged in freely picking their
flowers with sweet smiles on Their faces, in the company of
Their slightly smiling girlfriends.

VERSE 71:

paricaya-rasa-magnah kamam arat tayor ye
madhuratara-rutenollasam ullasayanti
vraja-bhuvi nava-yanoh supriyah paksinas te
vidadhatu mama saukhyam spharam alokanena
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paricaya - acquaintance*'; rasa - flavours; magnah - immersed in;
kamam - as desired; arat - from nearby; tayoh - of the two; ye - who;
madhuratara - sweeter; rutena - by singing; ullasam - joy; ullasayanti
- manifest (v); vrajabhuvi - Vraja-bhtimi; nava - youthful; yiinoh - the
couple; supriyah - beloved; paksina - birds; te - they; vidadhatu - may
they accomplish; mama - my; saukhyam - happiness; spharam -
greatly; alokanena - by faithfully looking.

May the birds of Vraja, who are so dear to Sri-Sri
Radha-Krsna, who are very well acquainted with Them
and who increase Their happiness with their sweet
singing, delight me with their merciful glance.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, S1i Raghunatha
praises Vraja’s birds, who are very dear to $11-S17 Radha-Krsna.

Sripada Suka Muni mentioned, that the birds of Vimdavana
are all sages. In the words of the Vrajadevis, who were endowed
with pirva raga (first love), he said:

prayo batamba vihaga munayo vane’smin
krsneksitam tad uditam kala venu gitam
aruhya ye drumabhujan rucira prabalan
Srnvantyamilita drso vigatanya vacah

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.21.14)

raksati cetyakarah sa eva raso-jalam tatra magnah (Sanskrit
Commentator Bangabiharl Vidyalankara) "They are acquainted to
Krsna in the following way: "He is that Krsna who feeds us and who
protects us from hunters and the like." In this way they are immersed
in the nectar of acquaintance."
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The purport of this verse is that one gopa-sundari told the
other — “O mother!* Why do Vrndavana’s birds love Krsna so
much? Although they live in the woods and fly from branch to
branch, they love Sr1 Krsna with all their hearts! As soon as they
see Him or hear His flute from a distance, they come flying in
groups to the nearest tree branches and sit there like sages who
are fixed in samadhi.

Although there are ripe fruits and green leaves which they
could eat if they wanted to, they do not eat them. They simply
sit there motionlessly and silently. Some keep their eyes half-
closed, while rivulets of tears trickle from their eyes, while
others unclearly mumble Krsna Krsna'. I therefore think that
they are all sages, and not just sages, but personalistic devotee-
sages (bhagavata pravara muni) who have flown away from the
branches of the wish yielding tree of the Vedas and have taken
shelter of the branches of Vrndavana’s trees, from where they
can see Krsna.

They greatly love Krsna, hence they are immersed in
meditation on His lotus feet, sitting in this tree."

The birds who Sri Raghunatha praises in this verse are very
well acquainted with $1i-Sr1 Radha-Madhava, because they
always stay very close to Them.

These birds, like the parrots, awaken the Divine Pair with
sweet songs of awakening at night’s end.

vrnda vipinahi saba dvija kula; kitjaye caudise hoi akula

sari Suka tahi kokila meli; kapota phukarata alikula keli
mayiara mayiari dhvani Sunite rasala; banari rava tahi ati suvisala
aichana sabada bhelo vana maha; jagalo duhun jana nagart naha

42 This is a cry of astonishment and does not indicate that the
addressed gopr is actually a mother. Ed.
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alase duhun tanu duhun nahi teje; suti rahalo puna kisalaya seje
punahi phukarai sari sukira; aichana yaiche sudharasa gira
kabo balarama sunabo tahi sravane; radha-madhava herabo nayane

"All the birds of Vrndavana are anxiously chirping
everywhere. The female and male parrots meet with the
cuckoos and sing with the pigeons, while the bees are
humming. The peacocks and peahens resound deliciously and
the she-monkeys cry out loud.

In this way, the forest is filled with natural noises that awaken
our hero and heroine, Who are Both still tired and unable to
abandon Each other and thus lie down again on Their bed of
fresh flowers.

Again and again, the female and fine male parrots make such
nectarean sounds.

When will Balarama dasa hear these sounds and see Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava with his own eyes?

vrnda vacanahi, uthai phukarai,

Suka pika sartka pantisuni tahi jagi, puna duhun ghumalo,
nayari korahi yait, hari hari jagaho nagara kana!
vara pamara vihi, kiye duhkha deyala,
rajant hoyala avasana aolo bauri,
varaja mahesvari, boloto puna dadhi lola
Sunaite katara, vidagadha nagara,
thora nayana yuga khola nagart heri, punar hi dithi mudala,

pulaka mukula bharu angebalarama heri,
kabahu sukha sayare, nimajaba rasa tarange

"When Vrnda addresses them, the Suka-, Pika- and Sarika-
birds awaken and start to sing.

Hearing this, the Divine Pair awakens and falls asleep again.
Krsna takes shelter of the lap of His heroine.
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Hari! Hari! Wake up, O hero Krsnal What misery that
wretched Creator is giving You! The night is over!"

The monkey named Dadhilola says:

"The crazy old woman who rules over Vraja (Jatila) has
come!"

Hearing this, our clever hero Krsna becomes very distressed
and slightly opens His eyes. Seeing His heroine, He closes His
eyes once again, His skin studded with sprout-like goose
pimples."

Balarama dasa says: "When will I float on billowing waves of
rasa an ocean of bliss as I see witness this?"

These birds give boundless bliss to the Divine Pair and Their
girlfriends with their messenger-services and their descriptions
of S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s attributes, and sometimes the
Suka-sari (the male and the female parrots) greatly increase the
bliss of the Divine Pair and Their girlfriends by choosing Radha
or Krsna’s side and expanding a wonderfully loving quarrel
among each other.®

Sri Raghunatha says: "May these birds, who are very dear to
the Divine Pair, delight me with their merciful glance!"

vrndavane paksigane,  yugalera sannidhane,
nirantara kore avasthana
rasa magna sucatura, dhvani kori sumadhura,
kore dovihara ananda vardhana

43 All these services rendered by the birds to the Divine Pair are
described in scriptures like Sri Sri Govinda Lilamrta and Sri Krsna
Bhavanamrta.
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"Vrndavana's birds always stay near the Divine Pair,
immersed in rasa, increasing Their delight by sweetly and
cleverly singing,"

sei sab paksigane, karuna nayana kone,
ama pane bareka takao
preme kantha phuldiya, rase dagamagi hoiya,

guna gabo ei mati dao
"May all these birds cast one merciful ,sidelong glance at me
and give me the intelligence to sing the glories of the Divine
Pair with a voice blossoming of love, immersed in rasa."

VERSE 72:

cutesvesu kadambakesu bakulesv anyesu vrksesv alar
pritya madhavikadi-vallisu tatha bhankara-nadair dvayoh
ye bhringah paritas tayoh sukha-bharar vistarayanti sphutarn
guiijanto bata vibhramena nitarai tian eva vandamahe

catesu - in the mango-trees; esu - in them; kadambakesu - in the
Kadamba-trees; bakulesu - in the Bakula-trees; anyesu - in the others;
vrksesu - in the trees; alam - greatly; pritya - with love; madhavika -
in Madhavi; adi - and others; vallisu - in the vines; tatha - and then;
bhankara - humming sounds of bham; nadaih - with sounds; dvayoh
- of the pair; ye - who; bhriigah - the bees; paritah - everywhere; tayoh
- of them; sukha-bharam - with great bliss; vistarayanti - extend;
sphutam - clearly; guijantah - they are humming; bata - alasl;
vibhramena - by wandering here and there; nitaram - with body mind
and words; tan - them; eva - only; vandamahe - 1 praise.
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I diligently praise the bees of Vraja, who wander
around the mango-, Kadamba- and Bakula-trees and
around vines like the Madhavi, thereby humming
sweetly and indistinctly everywhere to the great pleasure
of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada Dasa
Gosvamicarana praises the bees of Vraja, who are humming
around the blooming flowers of the trees and vines of
Vrajavana.

Who knows which great souls are assuming the form of bees
to become intoxicated by the taste of the honey that trickles
from the flowers of Vraja’s trees and vines, humming rasika
songs about S$r1-Sr7 Radha-Krsna?

These bees become blessed by landing on the footprints of
Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, which are rarely attained even by the
greatest mystics and sages, and kissing them, so that they can
drink the honey trickling from these lotus-feet.

Can there be any doubt that these bees, who become
intoxicated by relishing the extraordinary, nectarean bodily
fragrance of Sr1 Radha-Krsna, are fully blessed?

Sripada Raghunatha praises these bees by saying:

"The bees of Vraja, who wander around the mango-,
Kadamba- and Bakula-trees and around vines like the Madhavi,
are humming sweetly and indistinctly everywhere to the great
pleasure of S$11-S17 Radha-Krsna."

The humming of these bees is a special erotic incitement for
S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava, and sounds like the victory-drum of
Cupid.

The sweet humming of the bees is making the Yugala eager
to make love, just like the sharp flower-arrows of Cupid.
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These bees are always intoxicated by songs about the
pastimes of the young Cupid of Vrndavana, Sri Syﬁmasundara,
and the embodiment of mahabhava, Sri Vrsabhanu-nandint,
Whose lotus feet are worshipped by millions of Ratis. Because
they drink the honey from the transcendental flowers of the
transcendental trees and vines of Vrndavana, the minds and
life-airs of the bees are saturated by the same ingredients.

This is why they give so much happiness to the Divine Pair
when they make Them hear their humming.

With their humming. the bees remind S$ri-Sri Radha-
Madhava of different sweet pastimes and in this way, they make
Them very happy.

S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava are seated on a jeweled throne in a
Madhavi-kuiija, immersed in laughing and joking with the
sakhis. Attracted to the bodily fragrance of the Divine Pair, the
bees leave the flower garden and surround Them in the
nikunija, humming.

taru sab pulakita bhramarera gana;
saurabhe dhayalo chadi phulavana
srama bhare baithalo madhavi kufija;
rai mukha kamale padaye alipuiija
lila kamalahi kanu taha vari;

‘madhusiadana geo’ kohoto ucari
eto suni rai virahe bhelo bhora;
koho radha-mohana anuraga ora

"Swarms of horripilating bees fly towards the trees, leaving
the flower garden, attracted to the fragrance of Srimati Rai,
Who sits in a Madhavi-kuiija, feeling exhausted. They land on
Rai’s lotus face, but Krsna stops them with His play-lotus. Then
it is exclaimed: ‘Madhustidana (the bee, or Krsna) has gone!’

- 367 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Hearing this, Rai becomes filled with feelings of separation.
This was lovingly narrated by Radha-Mohana dasa."

When Krsna flapped His play-lotus, the bees left Sr1 Krsna
and the sakhis said: "Madhustdana has gone!"

As soon as Sr1 Radha heard this, waves of prema-vaicittya-
rasa arose in the mahabhava-ocean of Her heart.

priyasya sannikarse’pi premotkarsa svabhavatah
ya vislesadhiyattis tat prema vaicittyam ucyate

(Ujjvala Nilamani)

"When the lover is so overwhelmed by feelings of love that
he/she is afraid of separation from the beloved, even if the
beloved is close by, and suffers from that feeling of fear, it is
called prema vaicittya."

This means that the intelligence becomes so subtle because
of great feelings of love, that the lady love cannot perceive both,
Krsna and His pastimes, just as one can stick a needle once
through a tiny hole in the cloth, but not twice or thrice.

In other words, when the intelligence enters into ST Krsna’s
pastimes the passionate lady love cannot perceive Krsna
Himself anymore*. Then she will lament out of the anguish of
separation:

rasavatl baithi rasika vara pasa; roi kohoi dhani viraha hutasa
ara ki milabo mohe rasamaya Syama; viraha jaladhi kobo panrava hama
nikatahi naha na herai rai; sahacari koto parabodhai tai
kanu camaki tab rai karu kora; govinda dasa heri bhelo bhora

4 This is quoted from Ananda Candrika, Srila  Vigvanatha
Cakravartipada's commentary on Ujjvala Nilamani.
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"Rasavati Rai sits next to Rasikavara Krsna, loudly wailing and
weeping and burning in the fire of separation. ‘When will T
again meet My rasamaya Syama? When will I cross this ocean
of separation™

Although her hero is close by, Rai does not see Him, no
matter how often Her girlfriends try to make Her conscious of
this. Krsna then takes Rai on His lap in great astonishment.
Govinda dasa is absorbed in witnessing this."

$11 Vrndavana’s swarm of bees is the cause of the
manifestation of all this extraordinarily sweet rasa of Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava, and they also make the Divine Pair relish
great happiness by causing incitements of various other
pastimes.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I praise these bees with care,
meaning: with body, mind and words."

amra kadamba bakule, — madhavi adi lata-kule,

madhu piye yeva bhriga-gana
madhura avyakta nade, vrkse vrkse gatayate
puiije puiije k()mye gunjana
radha-govindera yara, — madhura jhankara dvara,
vistariche atisaya sukha

tadera vandana kori, madhukari vrata kori,

guna gabo heri candra mukha

"I praise the bees who constantly drink the honey from the
mango-, Kadamba-, and Bakula-trees and from vines like the
Madhavi, who fly around from tree to tree, sweetly and
indistinctly humming, and who greatly increase the joy of
Radha and Govinda with this sweet humming. I will sing their
glories and see Radha and Govinda’s moon-like faces."
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VERSE 73:

puspair yasya muda svayarh giridhararh svairai nikufijesvarim
phullarh phullatarair amandayad alarh phullo nikufijesvarah
isan-netra-vighirnanena kalita-svadhina uccais taya
$riman sa prathayatv aho mama drsoh saukhyam kadambesvarah

puspaih - with flowers; yasya - whose; muda - gladly; svayam -
personally; giridharah - Krsna; svairam - freely; nikuijesvarim - the
queen of the groves; phullam - blissfully; phullataraih - completely
blossoming; amandayat - decorated; alam - greatly; phullah - blissful;
nikufijesvarah - the king of the groves; isat - slightly; netra - eyes;
vighwrnanena - by twirling; kalita - made; svadhina - independent;
accaih - greatly; taya - by Her; sriman - beautiful; sa - he; prathayatu
- may expand; aho - Ol; mama - my; drsah - sight; saukhyam -
happiness; kadambesvarah - the king of Kadamba-trees.

May the beautiful king of Kadamba-trees, whose fully
blooming flowers are blissfully used by Giridhari, the
king of the kuiijas, Who is totally subdued by even the
slightest sidelong glance of His beloved Nikunjesvari
Radha, Whose heart also blossoms of jubilation, to
decorate Her with, delight my eyes.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Kadambesvara, the
worshipable, large Kadamba-tree of Vrndavana, is being
praised.

From the obvious sweetness of this verse we can understand
that it was spoken with a particular pastime in mind.

The memory of a bygone pastime awakens here. How pure
are the inconceivable feelings of Srila Raghunatha dasa
Gosvami! His heart and mind are always immersed in the
transcendental flavours of these pastimes. No one reveals
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experiences in bhajana, but the acaryas have been so merciful
to record their experiences in their books. Out of mercy upon
the conditioned souls, who are scorched by the threefold
material miseries and who are bewildered by maya, the
Gosvamis have broadcast the message of the ramya-bhava-loka
(the spiritual world, where all feelings are so lovely) in the
material world. Thus they have blessed the conditioned souls
by making them discover this blissful and transcendental
abode.

Once Srii Raghunatha had the following transcendental
vision:

In his kinkari-svariipa, he/she escorts Srimatt Radharant on
Her love-journey, helping Her to meet Syémasundara in the
nikufija. Radha and Krsna both become overwhelmed by
ecstasy when They approach Each other.

The kinkari closes the door of the nikuiija and peeps in
through the holes in the foliage to relish the sweetness of the
confidential pastimes of the Divine Pair. How wonderful is
Their expertise in love-making! The fish-like eyes of the kirnkari
are blissfully swimming on the high waves of pastimes in the
ocean of bhava (ecstatic love) and rasa (transcendental
flavours).

Now the love-pastimes are over and the Divine Pair lies
against Each other in complete exhaustion on Their bed of
flowers, as if They serve as Each other’s pillows.

éyﬁmasundara is beside Himself of ecstasy when He beholds
Svamini’s lotus-like face after Their love-pastimes.

lila ante sukhe ihara ye anga madhuri;
taha dekhi sukhe ami apana pasari

(c.c)
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Syﬁma stares at Svamini’s face and relishes the wonderful
sweetness of Her limbs through the cups of His eyes. It is as if
streams of sweetness gush from Svamini’s limbs! Syama is
beside Himself from drinking the sweetness of this nectar, like
a thirsty Cakora-bird.

Srimati then accepts the mood of svadhina bhartrka.
svayattasana dayita bhavet svadhina bhartrka (Ujjvala
Nilamani)

"A svadhina-bhartrka is a lady who has her lover always by
her side and under her control."

Casting a slight sidelong glance full of feeling at
éyﬁmasundara’s face, Svamini says:

"Syﬁma! My dress and ornaments are all messed up! Arrange
them as they were before! When My sakhis see Me like this
they will laugh at Me!"

racaya kucayoh patram citram kurusva kapalayor
ghataya jaghane kancimamca sraja kavari-bharam
kalaya balaya-srenim panau pade kuru napurav
iti nigaditah pritah pitambaro’pi tathakarot

(Gita Govindam)

"O dearest One! Make Makari-pictures on My breasts and
make other pictures on My cheeks. Hang My sash of bells
around My waist, place a garland in My braid, hang bangles on
My wrists and anklebells on My feet!"

éyﬁma follows Srimati’s orders and becomes absorbed in
decorating Her.

How wonderful are the sattvika transformations of ecstasy
on Syﬁma’s body as He dresses His beloved!
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He, Who casually lifted the Govardhana Hill for seven days,
can no longer control Himself now. He shivers, gets goose
bumps and perspires.

Svamini also perspires and blossoms of ecstasy when She is
touched by éyﬁmasundara’s hands. The maidservant dries up
the Yugala’s drops of perspiration by sweetly fanning Them.
How expertly He dresses Her! The maidservant is completely
beside herself when she sees it.

In his meditation, the practising devotee should attain the
sweet relish of this rasa. The relish of this meditation is very
sweet. With the help of these meditations, the rasika devotee
will arrive in the transcendental kingdom of rasa and relish the
sweetness of these pastimes as if perceiving them directly.

Syéma picks flowers to dress and ornament Srimati with. He
brings in Kadamba-flowers that He picked from a large
Kadamba-tree who is being served (relished) by a swarm of
bees, and with these Kadamba-flowers He makes a garland to
decorate Her braid with.

He makes a wonderful garland, full of Kadamba-flowers and
-leaves and hangs it around Her neck. How wonderfully
beautiful Srimati is! She is just like the Queen of the Nikuiija!
Is a Queen not to be worshipped? With tear filled eyes, Prema-
pijart Syama offers everything to Srimati’s lotus feet - body,
mind and life-airs - through these Kadamba-flowers.

Kinkari Tulasi is beside herself of ecstasy when she witnesses
the pastimes of the Divine Pair. Seeing Svamini’s prominence,
her mind and life-airs have gone to the kingdom of unknown
bliss. Taking the remembrance of this honey-sweet pastime in
his heart, Sri Raghunatha praises this Kadambesvara in this
verse.
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visala kadamba dale, praphulla kadamba phule,
yara Sobha kohone na yay
kufijesvara giridhare, puspa heri harsa bhare
sanande cayana kori taya

"Blissfully, Giridhari, the king of the groves, picks
indescribably beautiful and blooming Kadamba-flowers from
the large Kadamba-branches, after blissfully looking at them."

kunjesvart sri radhika,  rapa gune sarvadhika,
praphullita na dhare ananda
kadambera phula raje,  nija hate rasa rdje,
sajaiche raciya prabandha

"Rasaraja (Krsna, the king of relishers) makes floral
ornaments of these regal Kadamba-flowers with His own
hands, while the bliss of Sri Radhika, the queen of the kuiijas,
Whose beauty and qualities are supreme, knows no bounds."

svadhina bhartrka radha,  paraiche mana sadha,
ye kadambera pari phula hara.
se sriman kadambesvara,  yara tale vilasa ghara,
netrotsava koruna amara

"In this way He fulfills the desires of Sri Radha, the
independent lady-love, by making a garland of Kadamba-
flowers for Her. May the beautiful king of Kadamba-trees, at
whose base a cottage for love-play is situated, create a festival
for my eyes!"
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VERSE 74:

nicaih praudha-bhayat svayarh sura-patih padau vidhrtyeha yaih
svar-ganga-salilai§ cakara surabhi-dvarabhisekotsavam
govindasya navarh gavam adhipata rajye sphutarh kautukat
tair yat pradurabhit sada sphuratu tad govinda-kundam drsoh

nicaih - with humility; praudha - great; bhayat - out of fear; svayam
- personally; surapatih - the king of the gods; padau - two feet;
vidhrtya - holding; iha - here; yaih - with which; svar-ganga - the
Ganges from heaven; salilaih - by the waters; cakara - did; surabhi
dvara - through a Surabhi-cow; abhiseka - ceremonial bathing;
utsavam - festival; govindasya - of Govinda; navam - new; gavam -
cows; adhipata - presiding lord; rdjye - in the kingdom; sphutam -
clearly; kautukat - out of fun; taih - by them; yat - what; pradurabhit
- happened; sada - always; sphuratu - may be manifest; tat - that;
govinda kundam - Govinda Kunda; drsoh - to the eyes.

May Sri Govinda Kunda, where Indra, the king of the
gods, humbly clasped Sri Krsna’s lotus feet, afraid that
he had committed an offence to Him, where he had a
blissful shower-festival arranged to crown Krsna as
Govinda, the king of the cows, with the water of the
celestial Ganga through a Surabhi-cow, and that became
visible through those waters, become manifest before my
eyes.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Gosvamicarana praises $r1 Govinda Kunda, a pond at the base
of Sri Giriraja. During one of Sr1 Krsna’s special pastimes this
eternally perfect Sr1 Govinda Kunda advented itself.

Out of mercy on the king of the gods Indra, who, out of
ignorance, got stuck in the mud of great offences by accepting
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worship from Sri Nanda and the cowherders, the eternally
perfect companions who are worshipable even for the Original
Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana, Sri Krsna caused
Sri Nanda and the cowherds to give up the Indra-p@ja and to
commence the Govardhana pija. Stupefied by his own
opulence, Indra became very upset that his worship had been
stopped and he engaged the clouds used to destroy the universe
to inundate Vraja. By showering Vraja-dhama for seven days
and nights with powerful torrents of rain and thunderbolts he
tried to cause great harm, and thus he committed a great
offence.

Finally, on the advice of Lord Brahma, he went to Vraja with
mother Surabhi, offered humble prayers to Sr1 Krsna, Who was
blissfully sitting on the Govardhana Hill, and bathed Him with
the waters of the celestial Ganga through mother Surabhi.

This can be known through the following description in
Srimad Bhagavata (10.27.1-3):

govardhane dhrte saila asarad raksite vraje;
golokad avrajat krsnam surabhih sakra eva ca
vivikta upasangamya vriditah krta helanah;
pasparse padayor enam kirttenarka varcasa
drsta srutanubhavo’sya krsnasyamita tejasah;
nasta trilokesa mada indra aha krtanjalih

"After Sri Krsna had protected the Vrajavasis from the
powerful hailstorms by lifting Govardhana Hill, Surabhi and
Indra came from the Go-loka (planet of cows) and took shelter
of His lotus feet. Indra, who had become very embarrassed
because he had disrespected Sri Krsna, considering Him to be
just an ordinary boy, approached the Lord in solitude and
offered his obeisances unto Him, touching the Lord’s lotus feet
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with his crown, that shone like the sun. Having seen the
limitless power of SrT Krsna, and having heard about it from
Lord Brahma, Indra, whose pride of being the lord of the three
worlds had been crushed, began to praise the Lord with folded
hands."

After $r1 Indra had praised $11 Krsna with various reverential
prayers, the most merciful son of Sri Vraja-raja smiled and said,
with a voice as deep as the rumbling of the clouds:

maya te’kari maghavan makha-bhangonugrhnata;
mad anusmrtaye nityam mattasyendra-sriya bhrsam
mam aisvarya $ri madandho danda-panim na pasyati
tam bhramsayami sampadbhyo yasya cecchamyanugraham
gamyatam Sakra bhadram vah kriyatam me’nusasanam
sthiyatam svadhikaresu yuktair vah stambha varjitaih

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.27.15-17)

"O King of the gods! You had become greatly blinded with
illusion due to your regal position, therefore I destroyed the
sacrifice that was due to you in order to help you always to
remember Me. Those who are intoxicated by false pride over
their wealth and lordship cannot conceive of Me as the ruler
and chastiser of all. If T want to bestow my mercy on one of
them, I make him lose all his wealth. O Indra! Return to your
abode! May all be well with you! You (demigods) all accept my
sovereignty and remain on your posts without any false pride!"

After this, mother Surabhi and her calves paid obeisances
unto Sri Krsna’s lotus feet and offered beautiful praises to Him.
Then Surabhi showered S17 Krsna with water from the celestial
Ganga and a stream of her own milk and gave Him the title of
Govinda, the king of cows. At that time Tumburu, Narada, the
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Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, Siddhas and Caranas began to sing
Sr1 Krsna's spotless glories and the Apsaras began to dance in
topmost ecstasy. The demigods began to shower flowers from
the sky, the soil of the earth became muddled by the milk that
oozed from the cows, streams of ghi and milk began to flow in
the rivers, streams of honey began to trickle from the trees,
wheat and barley sprang up from the earth and ripened without
the aid of sowing or ploughing, and the earth became newly
decorated by innumerable jewels and other gems that came
from the mines in the mountains.

From the water that showered Sri Krsna’s limbs, this
selfmanifest  Sri  Govinda-Kunda  advented itself.

S17 Raghunatha says: "May that Govinda Kunda become
visible to my eyes!"

sad aisvarya yara pade,  se govinda-gocarete,
garva atisaya tuccha hoy

bhaye devardja indre, govinda padaravinde,
Saranete padiya lotaya
koto na minati kori, stuti kore kara yodi,
surabhi dugdha mandakini nire
sei surapati indre, krpamaya sri govinde,
abhiseka kore bhakti bhare.
sei abhiseka nire, pradurbhiita sarovare,

$rt govinda kunda yara nama
heno bhagya hobe kobe, nayana gocara hobe,
dhanya hobo nire kori snana

"When Indra, the king of the gods, perceived S$ri Govinda,
Who is complete in six opulences, his glory became extremely
insignificant. Fearfully he took shelter of Govinda’s lotus feet
and rolled in their dust. Humbly he praised the Lord with
folded hands and devotedly bathed the merciful S$ri Govinda
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with Surabhi’s milk and the water from the celestial Ganga.
When will S1i Govinda Kunda, the lake that advented itself
from the water of this bathing-ceremony, become visible to my
eyes, and when will I be blessed to bathe in its waters?"

VERSE 75:

vrajendra-varyarpita-bhogam uccai-
dhrtva brhat-kayam agharir utkah

varena radhai chalayan vibhunkte

yatranna-kiatam tad aharh prapadye

vrajendra - King Nanda; varya - excellent; arpita - offered; bhogam
- offering of food; uccaih - greatly; dhrtva - having been carried; brhat
- great; kayam - body; aghari - Krsna; utkah - eagerly; varena - with a
boon; radham - Radha; chalayan - deceived; vibhuiikte - enjoyed;
yatra - where; anna-kaitam - Annakuta; tad - that; aham - I; prapadye
- surrender.

I take shelter of the place where Sri Nanda Maharaja
offered the Annakata-feast to Govardhana Hill, and
where Sri Krsna deceived Sri Radha by offering Her a
boon, assuming a very huge body.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises the place where the Annakita-feast was offered to
Govardhana-Hill.

At this place, Sr1 Krsna convinced His father to give up the
habit of offering to Indra and to commence the tradition of
offering to Govardhana-Hill, and here 11 Krsna assumed a
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huge body, proclaimed Himself to be the Govardhana Hill and
ate the huge offering of foodstuffs called Annakita, which was
given by Sr1 Nanda Maharaja. krsnas tvanyatamam riapam gopa
visrambhanam gatah; sailo’smiti bruvan bhari balim adad
brhad-vapuh (Bhag. 10.24.35) "To bestow faith on the
cowherds S1i Krsna assumed another huge body, proclaimed ‘T
am Govardhana Hilll’, and ate the huge feast offered by the
cowherds."

In his book S Gopala Campih (Pirva, 18th Parana), Sripad
Jiva Gosvami has described how Sr1 Krsna assumed this large
form to eat the Annakita-offering:

annanyadhaka koti tandula-krtanyadaya tad vyanjanany-
apyesa pratikiatam eka kavala praptannam adat tatha
madhyam madhyam anupakrsya tu yatha niram piban palvalan
kundanyasu saramsi kiica sarito ninye ksayam sarvatah
yada grasaya sa karam prasarayati cagratah tada sarve dravanti sma
sarvatas cataka iva
madhye krtya vyaiijananyannakatam grasam grasam paning daksinena
tarjany asav abud disan vamaya tam sakram lolat prantagatya jahasa
dosnas tasyasv ati parimiti grasa hetoh prasare
cakuiice ca sthagita haritah prapta tat tad gatinam
aksnam asid vraja kula bhuvam citra-vrnde’pi citram
yat kvapyekam na kila ganitam siktham ekam sthitam na
ataritrnyata grasan bhaibhrd bhiabhrd yatha yatha
acaltknapyatapyuccair mamsalaya tatha tatha

"This giant took handfuls of rice and vegetables from each of
the huge piles of food and began to eat it, and inbetween He
attracted small ponds, lakes and rivers to have something to
drink. In this way the pools and ponds were all dried up.
Wherever Sri Krsna, Who had attained the form of

- 380 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Govardhana-Hill, stuck out His hand to take some food, all the
Vrajavasis came running, just like Cataka-birds.

The Govardhana-giant placed all the vegetables in the piles
of rice and began to take big morsels with His right hand, while
sticking up His left thumb and index finger as if deriding Indra.
To take more food, He began to extend and retract His hand so
fast that He covered all four directions.

When the Vrajavasis saw this with their own eyes they
became greatly astonished, because there was not even one
grain of rice left over at the place where the mountain had
eaten. He had become fattened and nourished exactly to the
extent in which He had eaten.

In this way Giriraja had finished His meal in no time."

bala bhitim yauvanonmatta citta hasam vrddhas citram arhas tu bhaktim
yata ye ye tesu sarvesu devah suddham tustim kautukitoad bhaja

durad durat param adaya baram vaktram sasvat ksalayann adri-devah

sthtvann uccaih prstha-dese samantad vrstim kurvan saspa srstim cakara
gandusanam antare vamsa dandair dantantarganyanna pindani kusnan
udyan miirtis tatra sailadhidevah partim kurvan prana-bhajam sasarja
tambiulanam vitikah koti kharvam kagikurvams carvayan garva phullah

pranta cchayamandalas canda rasmih pratar yadvat tadvadasyam cakara

"Seeing the most amazing way in which Sri Giriraja was
eating, the children became afraid, the youngsters laughed and
the elders became astonished. Jubilant Giriraja was very
pleased with anyone who had become qualified for devotional
service. Then He got Himself water from afar, repeatedly
washed His mouth with it and repeatedly spat the water out
again. This water caused high grass to grow. Then Giriraja took
some large bamboo-rods and brushed His teeth with them.

By revealing this peerless transcendental form, Giriraja
fulfilled everyone’s desires. Then He took millions of betel
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leaves and began to chew them. Blossoming of pride, He made
His face look even more beautiful than the morning sun."

Srila Dasa Gosvamipada says: "Sri Krsna assumed this
gigantic form when He had the mount worshipped so that He
could find a pretext to deceive Sri Radha by granting Her a
boon.

Out of bashfulness, Sri $r1 Radha-Krsna cannot freely look at
Each other in front of Their superiors. This desire, cherished
within the heart for so long, had become so strong that Sri
Krsna had revealed this gigantic mountain-form in which He
could eat. Now Si7 Radharani could freely gaze at Her beloved
form in front of Her elders and swim in an ocean of bliss by
accepting Her blessing at the time when everyone else was also
accepting blessings from Giriraja. Srila Jiva Gosvamipada has
written:

param girir eva satram harindg na prakasitam
kintu sri radhikadmam ananendurucer api

"In this pastime Sri Krsna did not only reveal the sacrifice to
Giriraja; He also relished the increase of beauty of the moon-
like faces of S Radhika and the Vrajasundaris."

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of the place at the
base of Giriraja where Sr1 Krsna's Annakita-pastime took
place."

$r1 nanda vrajendra varya, manete koriya dharya,
krsna-yukti koriya sravana
annakata arpana kore,  govardhana girivare,
vraje yoto gopa gopigana
$ri govinda agocare, prakanda marati dhare,
annakita korila bhojana
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varadi pradana chale, radhake chalana kore,
se sthanera loinu Sarana

"I take shelter of the place where Sri Vrajendra Nanda
patiently listened to S$11 Krsna’s advice to offer a mountain of
food to Giriraja Govardhana with all the cowherd men and
women, and where S$ri Govinda assumed a gigantic form in an
unseen way, so that He could eat the food-mountain and
deceive Sri Radha on the pretext of offering Her a boon."

VERSE 76:

girindra-varyopari-hara-rapi
harih svayam yatra vihara-kari
sada muda rajati raja-bhogai-
hari-sthalam tat tu bhaje’nuragaih

girindra-varya - the king of mountains; upari - at the peak of; hara
- enchanting; ripi - in the form of; harih - Hari; svayam - Himself;
yatra - where; vihara-kari - enjoyer; sada - always; muda - joyfully;
rajati - shines; raja - royal; bhogaih - with enjoyments; haristhalam -
Haristhala; ta¢ - that; tu - indeed; bhaje - I worship; anuragaih - with
great love.

With great love I worship Haristhala, the place at the
peak of Sri Giriraja Govardhana, where enchanting Hari
always blissfully enjoys Himself like a king.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Haristhala is
praised.
Haristhala is the place, where Hari assumes an enchanting
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form and enjoys Himself like a king. Because He steals
everyone’s mind one of the Lord’s names is ‘Hari’. Sri Hari
assumes many other forms, and they are all enchanting, but
there is no Hari that is no naturally mindstealing as
Vrajendranandana. Not only is He able to steal others’ minds,
He has the nature to enchant even His own mind! vismapanam
svasya ca (Bhagavata). ripa dekhi apanara, krsnera hoy
camatkar(C.C.)

No one else but Krsna has such a nature. The sweetness and
beauty of Madana-Mohana-Vraja-Vihari is incomparable!

Anyone who takes shelter of the sacred words of those who
perceive this form with the eyes of passionate divine love will
also be able to perceive this extraordinary form of Madana-
Mohana.

There is no comparison to the passionate love of Sri
Bilvamangala Thakura. He desribes Vrajendra-Nandana exactly
in the way in which he saw Him with the eyes of sacred passion:

marah svayam nu madhura dyuti-mandalam nu
madhuryam eva nu mano nayanamrtam nu
veni-myjo nu mama jivito vallabho nu
krsno'yam abhyudayate mama locanaya

(Sr1 Krsna Karnamrta)

"Is this Cupid himself? If not, then how can He create such
lusty feelings (of pure love) in My heart when He appears?
No, no, it can’t be, for Cupid may be able to stir the mind,
but he does not have so much splendour, and this one here has
literally waves of splendour! Then is it some halo?
But how could that be? There is light in a halo of course, but
not so much sweetness! Then is this sweetness personified?
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No, for that does not have this nectar, that is relishable for
the mind and the eyes! Then is it some fresh nectar for the eyes
and mind? No, no, for this is an indescribable ocean of relish
that far transcends that! Is He then My Madhava, who loosens
My braid? Has My Prana-vallabha Sr1 Krsna come delight My
eyes?™"

Sriman Mahaprabhu, the descension Who came to sanctify
the age of Kali, said, while relishing the mellows of this verse:

kiba ei saksat kama, dyuti bimba martiman,
ki madhurya svayam martimanta
kiba mano netrotsava, kiba prana vallabha,
satya krsna aila netrananda

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"Is this Cupid, a personified halo or the embodiment of
sweetness? Or is it a festival for the eyes and mind, or the lover
of My heart? Truly, Krsna has come to delight My eyes!"

Experienced people can immediately see that - is there any
other form of Godhead that maddens the heart and mind with
this kind of beauty or nature, which has been described in such
an ecstatic language?

Not only that, there is another extraordinary nature that
maddens the mind of a person that experienced this form, that
enchants Cupid. Those who have experienced this form
sometimes think there is no limit to their bliss and sometimes
they think that there is no limit to this misery. Sometimes they
think they are scorched by a forest fire and sometimes they
think they are residing in the cool water of the river Yamuna.

In this way the hearts and minds of persons who have
experienced this blend of poison and nectar, or of bliss and
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anguish are not just taken away, but they go beyond themselves
in all respects by some amazing condition that is inconceivable
to body, mind and words.

A ray of this experience is also found in the descriptions of
Lilasuka -

adhira bimbadhara vibhramena harsadra venu svara sampada ca
anena kenapi manoharena ha hanta ha hanta mano danosi

(Sr1 Krsna Karnamrtam - 36)

"Alas! With the indescribable movements of Your cherry-like
lips and with Your blissful flute-playing You are afflicting my
mind!"

Sn‘pﬁda Krsna dasa Kaviraja Gosvamipada writes in his
Saranga-Rangada-commentary on this verse:

ato manoharena mano matram harati karyam na siddhayati
indrajalavad yat tena

"He steals the mind with His form and qualities, but does not
reach perfection. Therefore this work of attracting the mind is
illusory like a magic trick."

This mind-stealing Hari is very blissfully enjoying Himself
like a great king on the peak of Giriraja Govardhana at the place
called Haristhala, and éripﬁda Raghunatha is passionately
yearning to worship this Haristhala for the fulfillment of his
sacred aspirations.

girindra-govardhanera sikhara pradese;
hari yatha cittahart divya riipa vese
vividha vihara sukhe priti anurdage;
virdja korena maharajocita bhoge
sei “haristhala’ ami bhaji anurdage;
satata rahibo padi giri tata-bhage
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"I passionately worship the place called Haristhala on the
peak of Giriraja Govardhana, where Hari stands in a divine
form, wearing a mind-stealing dress and blissfully enjoying
different pastimes with passionate love, just like a great king.
For this I always fall in prostration at the base of Giriraja."

VERSE 77:

ghatta-krida-kutukita-mana nagarendro navino
dani bhatva madana-nrpater gavya-dana-cchalena
yatra pratah sakhibhir abhito vestitah sarhrurodha
$ri-gandharvam nija-gana-vrtam naumi tarh krsna-vedim

ghatta-krida - the toll-pastime; kutukita - delighted; mana - mind;
nagarendra - the king of amorous heroes; navinah - young; dani - the
tax-collector; bhiitva - having become; madana - Cupid; nrpateh - of
the king; gavya - dairy products; dana - payment; cchalena - on the
pretext of; yatra - where; pratah - in the morning; sakhibhih - by
friends; abhitah - completely; vestitah - surrounded; samrurodha -
obstructed; sri gandharvam - Sri Radha; nija - own; gana - party;
vrtam - surrounded; naumi - I offer my obeisances; tam - unto her;
krsna-vedim - unto Krsna-vedi.

I offer my obeisances unto Krsna-vedi, the place where
the youthful amorous hero, Sri Krsna, surrounded by His
friends, became a toll collector for King Cupid one
morning and jubilantly played the Dana-pastime by
obstructing Sri Gandharvika and Her girlfriends on the
pretext of collecting tax from them on their dairy
products.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Krsna-vedi, the place at the Dana-ghati of
Govardhana Hill.* It was here that the crown jewel of amorous
heroes, Sri Krsna, had a lot of fun by dressing Himself
wonderfully as a toll collector and stopping S$r1 Radharani and
Her girlfriends on the road on the pretext of collecting tax from
them.

For the welfare of Sri Krsna-Baladeva, Vasudeva had
engaged Bhaguri Rsi to commence a great sacrifice near
Govinda-Kunda, at the base of Govardhana Hill.

It was announced all over Vraja that any gop? who would
personally take a jug of ght on her head and donate it to the
sacrifice would certainly have all of her desires fulfilled.

Sr1 Radharant and Her girlfriends took golden jugs with fresh
and fragrant ghi on their heads and headed towards
Govardhana.

Hearing this news from a parrot, Sri Krsna and His dear most
friends went to the peak of Govardhana Hill and erected a
peerless Dana-Ghati (toll station) there on a large platform
called Syﬁma Vedi.

Jjiatva tasam gamanam aciram kira-varyasya vaktrad

smitva narma priya sakhaganair avrtah savadhanah
Sailendrasyopari parilasann udbhata syamavedyam
ghattipattam vidadhad atulam ballabadhisa sanuh

(Dana Keli Cintamani - 15)

45 Dana Ghati is situated on the Govardhana Hill, on the right side
of the road from Govardhana to Delhi. Ed.
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Seeing Sri Radha walking with the charming gait of a swan,
decorated with different garments and ornaments and holding
a golden jug with ght on Her head, being surrounded by Her
girlfriends, Syﬁmasundara became enchanted and thought:

phulla campaka vallikavalir iyam kim no na sa jangama

kim vidyul latika-tatir nahi ghane sa khe ksana dyotini
kim jyotir lahart sarin nahi na sa martim vahet tad dhruvam
jAatam jiatam asau sakhikula vrta radha sphutam praincati

(Dana Keli Cintamani - 19)

"Is this a blooming Campaka-vine? No, because that does not
move! Then is it a lightning strike? No, that also not, because
the lightning rests in a cloud in the sky! Then is it a riverstream
of effulgence? No, that is also not possible, because that has no
form! Then I know for sure that it is Radha, Who is coming this
way, surrounded by Her girlfriends!". Seeing Sr1 Krsna,
premamayi Sri Radha was also astonished and told Her
girlfriends -

kim navyambuda esa bhavya-vadanah kim nila ratnankurah
kim nilotpala navya martir api kim kastarika vibhramah
astesv esa na ko’pi hanta yad ayam nastapaye nirbharam

tasmad gokulacandra eva bhavita syamo’dbhuta ksmadhare

"O fair-faced girlfriends! Is this a fresh rain cloud, a fresh
sprout of sapphire, a new kind of blue lotus or a musk perfume?
No, it is none of these things, because they do not give us so
much pain! It must be wonderful Syﬁma, the moon of Gokula,
there on the hill!"

- 389 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Seeing ST Krsna, Sri Radha, Who was overwhelmed by
mind-stealing feelings of ecstasy, walked on slowly with Her
girlfriends.

Then, suddenly, Subala came running up to them, stood
before them and loudly exclaimed: "O hey you milkmaids! Why
are you avoiding this toll-station? Come here and pay your
dues!"

The proud girls on the road proudly shrugged their shoulders
and walked on without even blinking an eye in his direction. At
each and every step, Srimati extended a net of very powerful
influence over Syﬁma—Négara’s mind. Nagara was enchanted by
the sounds of Her ornaments! As if bewitched by a mantra, the
enchanting toll collector came running: flute in His hand, a
smile on His face and casting sidelong glances. Obstructing the
way for Srimati our hero stood there and said:

"Pay Me My tolll" How beautiful Svamini looked! How
wonderfully She manifested Her kila-kinicita-bhava!

antah smeratayojjvala jalakana vyakirna paksmankura
kinicit patalitaiicala rasikatotsikta purah kusicati
ruddhayah pathi madhavena madhura vyabhugnatarottara
radhayah kila kincita stavakini drstih sriyam vah kriyat

(Dana Keli Kaumudi - 1)

"When Sri Radha is obstructed by Sr1 Krsna on the road to
the Dana Ghati, Her glance attains some brightness because of
Her slight smile, which is caused by Her inner joy. Her
eyelashes are studded with tear drops, the corners of Her eyes
look ruddy, Her glances are sprinkled with lusciousness, but
become crooked when She faces St1 Krsna, and the pupils of
Her eyes are crooked in a sweet mood and thus carry an
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extraordinary beauty. May this kila kincita-bhava in Sri
Radha’s eyes, which is like a bouquet of flowers, bestow all
auspiciousness on you!"

kila kificita bhava bhiisara suno vivarana;
ye bhasaya bhasita radha hare krsna-mana
radha dekhi krsna yadi chuite kore mana;
dana-ghati pathe yabe varjena gamana
yabe asi mand kore puspa uthdite;
sakht age cahe yadi ange hasta dite
ei sab sthane ‘kila kinicita’ udgama;
prathamei harsa saiicari mila karana
ara sata bhava asi sahaje milaya;
asta bhava sammilane mahabhava hoy
garva, abhilasa, bhaya, suska rudita;
krodha asaya saha ara manda smita
nanda svadu astabhave ekatra milana;
yahara asvade trpta hoy krsna mana
dadhi khanda ghrta madhu marica karpara;
elaci milane yaiche ‘rasala’ madhura
ei bhava yukta dekhi radhasya nayana;
sangama hoite sukha paya koti guna

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"Listen to the description of the emotional ornamentation
named kila-kificita-bhava. When S$ri Radha is decorated with
these ornaments, She steals Krsna’s heart. When Krsna sees
Radha and wants to touch Her, He goes to the Dana Ghati and
tries to stop Her there on the road, and when She comes to pick
flowers Krsna tries to lay His hands on Her in front of Her
girlfriends.

At all these places the kila-kificita-bhava awakens in Her,
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starting with joy, which is the primal cause of infused emotions
(saniicari bhavas). The other seven ecstasies naturally meet with
the first one, and when all the eight ecstasies are found
together, we have mahabhava. When these eight different
delectable ecstasies, like pride, desire, fear, dry weeping, anger,
envy and mild smiling come together, the relish satisfies Krsna’s
mind.

It is as sweet as Rasala, which contains yoghurt, rock candy,
ght, honey, black pepper, camphor and cardamom.

When Krsna sees Sr1 Radha’s face and eyes endowed with
these feelings it makes Him millions of times happier than
when He directly unites with Her."

Because He hankers for the indescribably sweet relish of Sri
Radha’s emotional displays like kila kificita Sr1 Krsna initiates
humorous pastimes like the Dana-lila. Syémasundara speaks
with the sakhis, while Svamini remains silent. The sakhis say:
"We never heard of a tollstation near Govardhana Hill before!"
gyﬁma says: "How amazing! They have never heard yet of the
king of toll-collectors named Madana (Cupid)! Don’t speak like
that again! If King Madana hears it you will have to suffer a
great royal punishment!" How many hundreds of memories are
awakened of the wonderful erotic flavours of laughing and
joking of the enchanting tollcollector with Sri Gandharvika and
Her girlfriends, when seeing Krsna Vedi in this way.

Si1 Raghunatha says: "I offer my obeisances unto this Krsna
Vedi."

rasikendra cidamani, hoiya yetha mahadant,
dana lilaya kutukita mana.
pratah kale sakha sange, dana mage maharange,
yatha radha sange vrajangana
madana rajera Gjnate, dana dao e ghatete,
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loiya yao dadhi, ghrta yoto.
eto boli nagarendra, hasya kori mrdu manda,
avarodha koilo gopt patha.
vandi krsna vedi’ seho,  yatha krsna sakha saha,
nitya range korena vihara
$ri radhika sakhi sange,  kobe setha yabe range,
heno dina ki hoibe amaya?

"I praise the Krsna-Vedi, where the crown jewel of relishers
becomes a great tax collector, eagerly desiring to play the Dana-
lila, and where He always comes in the morning with His
friends and has great fun in levying tax from Radha and the
Vraja-gopis. Slightly smiling and saying ‘Pay Me tax of all your
yoghurt and ghi on the order of king Cupid, here at this toll-
station!’, Nagarendra stopped the gopis on the road.

When will the day be mine when I can go there with Sri
Radhika and Her sakhis?"

VERSE 78:

nibhrtam ajani yasmad dana-nirvrtir asmi
yatra idam abhidhanarh prapayat tat sabhayam
rasa-vimukha-nigadhe tatra taj-jhaika-vedye
sarasi bhavati vaso dana-nirvartanena

nibhrtam - solitary; ajani - became; yasmad - from which; dana -
tax; nirvritih - collection; asminn - in this; ata - therefore; idam - here;
abhidhanam - name; prapa - attained; yat - which; tat - that;
sabhayam - in the assembly; rasa - flavours; vimukha - averse; nigiidhe
- hidden; tatra -there; tat - that; jiia - knowing; eka - only; vedye -
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knowable; sarasi - lake; bhavatu - let it be; vasah - residence; dana -
tax; nirvartanena - by fulfillment.

May we reside at Dana-Nirvartana kunda, the solitary
place where Radha and Madhava completed Their Dana-
lila, for which it is called Dana-Nivrtti-kunda in the
assembly of devotees. This place is hidden for those who
are averse to tasting transcendental mellows and is only
known to those who know these transcendental flavours.

Stavamrta Kana Vyikhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises Dana Nirvartana Kunda, the lake on whose bank the
most rasika Dana-lila was completed. There is no comparison
to the sweetness of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s Dana-lila. Seeing
the great anguish of separation of viraha marti (the
embodiment of love-in-separation) Sri Raghunatha, Srila Ripa
Gosvami, who acted like a doctor who could cure his patient
form severe burning-wounds* gave him his ‘Lalita Madhava’-
play to read, which is filled with the great rasa of separation
experienced by Sr1 Radha after Sri Krsna left Vraja for Mathura.

When Srila Raghunatha, who is the manifest embodiment of
vipralambha-rasa (the flavour of love-in-separation) read the
story of the play, which is filled with great vipralambha- rasa,
he became like mad, to the extent that he was about to die.

Then Srila Riipa Gosvami composed ‘Dana Keli Kaumudr', a
play which is full of sambhoga rasa (the flavour of
transcendental union) and gave it to Raghunatha to read, taking
back the Lalita Madhava-book on the pretext of wanting to edit
it.

Reading about the Dana-lila, which is the abode of Sri-Sri

46 Of separation. Ed.
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Radha-Madhava’s sweetest parihasa-rasa (flavour of humour),
Sri Raghunatha obtained so much transcendental relish that he
became absorbed in composing two books, ‘Dana Keli
Cintamani’ and ‘Mukta Carita’, books filled with the flavour of
S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s union and humour, that recollected
and re-relished the flavours of ‘Dana Keli Kaumudrt.

From this we can understand what great relish there is in the
Dana-lila.

How wonderful is the flavour of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s
mutual love when They quarrel over toll and taxes in the
Dana-lila!

How many hundreds of kinds of sweet erotic feelings arise
from the Divine Pair and Their girlfriends! Sometimes our toll
collector becomes so enchanted by Srimatt’s form that He
comes up to Her to touch Her, saying: "Pay Me with Your
youthful beauty!"

The sakhis say: "Oh, is there also a levy on youthful beauty
nowadays?" "Yes, this is paid at My station!", Dani (Krsna)
replies. Srimati then says:

diresu tistha na hi mam sprsa dhrsta dhiirta
yantt suyaga bhavanam vratinim pavitram
sprstam tavadya marut@pi madiya gavyam

syamibhavan na bhavita subha yajiia yogyam

(Dana Keli Cintamani - 41)

"O shameless cheater! Stay far away! Don’t touch Me! Don’t
instruct pure girls like us, that are under a vow and that are
going to a sacrificial arenal! If our ght is even touched by the
breeze coming from Your body it is contaminated and no longer
fit for this holy sacrifice!" éyﬁma says:
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nityam garvini vanya vartmani misat sangopya gavyadika
vikrinasi sathe tvam atra patita bhagyena haste’dya me
toam baddhoru manoja raja purato nesyamy avasyam tatha
pritya yacchati mahyam eva sa yathda tarunya ratnanivah

(Dana Keli Cintamani - 37)

"O proud girl! You are always coming down this forest path,
hiding the ghi and so that You want to selll O Cheater,
fortunately You fell into My hands today, so that I can safely
bind You up and bring You before king Cupid, who will lovingly
give Me the jewels of Your youth!"

Saying this, He comes up to catch Her.

Lalita then comes up before Him and proudly says:

"I am Bhairavi (a man-hating goddess)! See if You can touch
me!"

Dani is unable to come any closer, but then He winks at the
sakhis, pointing at Sri Radha and saying:

"Allright, if you don’t have any money on you now, then keep
Her bound here with Me and go. Once you have sold your dairy
products you can return and bail Her out."

The sakhis reply:

"That we cannot do!"

Hearing this, Syéma proudly blocks the road and says:

"Then let Me see how you will go from here!", making the
sakhis flee in great fear.

Then S$1i-Sri Radha-Madhava enter into a nearby kuiija and
become immersed in an ocean of amorous pastimes there.

duhun avalokane, duhun pulakayita,
locane ananda lora.
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rasera avese duhun, hame bhelo gada gada,
stabadha bhelo puna bhora

"They both horripilate when They see Each other and tears
stream from Their eyes. In rasika-absorption They perspire,
Their voices stutter and They become stunned once again."

atasi kusuma sama, s’yﬁma sunayara,
nayari campaka gori.
nava jaladhara janu, canda agorala,
aiche rahalo syama-kori.
vigalita kesa, kusuma sikhi-candraka,
vigalita nila nicola

"éyﬁma, the great lover, resembles an Atasi-flower and our
heroine a golden Campaka-flower, sitting on éyﬁma’s lap like
the moon on the lap of a fresh monsoon cloud. Their hairs are
loosened and Their flowers, peacock feather crown and blue
sar? have all fallen off."

Because the Dana-pastime was completed by Them on its
solitary banks, S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis have
called it Dana Nirvartana Kunda.

This confidential Dana-lila is hidden to those who are averse
to relishing transcendental mellows and can only be known by
rasika-devotees who have taken shelter of the madhura-bhava.
Thus éripﬁda Raghunatha desires to reside on the bank of
Dana-Nirvartana-Kunda, where this greatly confidential Dana-
pastime was completed by Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their
boy- and girlfriends.

yei sarovara tire, gidha dana-lila kore,
nama dhare ‘dana sarovara’
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dana-lila anabhijia-, janera kabhu nahe gamya,
surasika janerai gocara
e bodo lalasa mane, dana-lila pravartane,
thaki yeno yathesvart sange.
duhun lila ranga rasa, hobe more saravasa,
dana-chale bhetibo govinde

"I greatly desire to reside on the bank of the lake called
Dana-Sarovara, where the confidential Dana-lila took place,
which is never accessible to people who are ignorant of the
Dana-lila and which is only perceived by the rasika-devotees.

In the company of all the gopi-groupleaders, I will take part
in the flavours of this blissful Dana-lila, and that will become
my all-in-all.

On the pretext of paying toll I will thus meet Govindal"

VERSE 79:

siri-brahma-kadamba-khanda-sumano-rudrapsaro-gaurika
jyotsna-moksana-malyahara-vibudharindra-dhvajady-akhyaya
yani $restha-saramsi bhanti parito govardhanadrer ama
nide cakraka-tirtha-daivata-giri $ri-ratna-pithany api

stri - Baladeva Kunda; brahma - Brahmakunda; kadamba-khanda
- Kadamba Khanda; sumanah - Kusuma Sarovara; rudra -
Rudrakunda; apsara - Apsara-kunda; gaurika - Gauri-tirtha; jyotsna -
Candra Sarovara; moksana - Rna-Papa Mocana Kunda; malyahara -
Malyahara-kunda; vibudhari - Vibudhari-kunda; indra-dhvaja -
Indradhvaja Veds; adi - and others; akhyaya - known as; yani - which;
Srestha - best; saramsi - lakes; bhanti - shine; paritah - everywhere;
govardhanadreh - of Govardhana Hill; amani - these; ide - 1 praise;
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cakraka-tirtha - Cakra-tirtha; daivata giri - Daivagiri; $ri ratnapithani
- jeweled places; api - even.

I praise all the best lakes and ponds around
Govardhana Hill, such as Baladeva-kunda, Kadamba-
Khanda, Kusuma-Sarovara, Rudra-kunda, Apsara-
kunda, Gauri-tirtha, Candra-Sarovara, Rna-papamocana
Kunda, Malyahara-kunda, Vibudhari-kunda and
Indradhvaja-Vedi, as well as Cakra-tirtha, Daiva-giri and
the different jeweled pavilions.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha
praises all the different lakes and other holy places around Sii
Giriraja.

Sri Govardhana is the place of Sri Govinda’s very wonderful
pastimes. Here Lilamaya (Playful Krsna) relishes the flavours
of different pastimes with His boyfriends and with Sri Radha
and the Vrajasundaris, and each playground is to be found in
the form of a holy place.

On the edge of Govardhana Hill, on the south-western
corner of the village of Parasoli is the greatly luminous
Baladeva-Kunda. All desires of a human being who bathes
here are fulfilled.

In the Puranas the following description can be found of
Brahmakunda —

atra yatam brahmakundam brahmana tosito harih
indradi lokapalanam jatani ca saramsi ca

(Mathura Khanda)
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"Brahma-Kunda was created where Sii Hari played and
was being satisfied by Lord Brahma. Next to that are also lakes
of Indra and other universal protectors." And then —

hradam tatra mahabhaga druma gulma latayutam
catvari tatra tirthani punyani ca subhani ca
indram parvena parsvena yama-tirtham tu daksine
varunam pascime tirtham kuveram cottarena tu
tatra madhye sthitas caham kridayisye yadrcchaya

(Adi Varaha Purana)

"O greatly fortunate one! At Govardhana there is a pool
named Brahma-Kunda, beautified by trees, vines and bushes.
Around this pool, four highly auspicious and beneficent holy
places are situated. East of this pool is Indra-tirtha, south is
Yama-tirtha, west is Varuna-tirtha and north Kuvera-tirtha is
situated. According to My liking I will reside and play in this
pond."

At Kadamba-Khandi, Sri Krsna is eagerly looking out for
Sri Radha to come.

ei ye kadamba khandi - krsna eikhane;
cahi rahe radhika gamana patha pane
(Bhakti Ratnakara)

At Kusuma-Sarovara, $r1 Radha and Krsna have fun
picking flowers.

dekhoho kusuma sarovara ei vane;
donhara adbhuta ranga kusuma cayane

(ibid).

- 400 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Before Sri-Sr1 Radha-Krsna meet at Sri Radhakunda at
noontime, $r1 Krsna consults Vrnda-devt and Dhanistha here
about how to bring $17 Radharani to Sri Radhakunda, and here
Tulasi, being sent by Sri Radharani, consoles S$r1 Krsna by
bringing Him news about Her.

In the lonely woods around Rudra-kunda, Mahadeva is
immersed in meditation on Sri Krsna.

dekho rudrakunda sobha nirjana kanane;
etha mahadeva magna hoila krsna-dhyane
(Bhakti Ratnakara - 5th Taranga).

Apsarakunda is situated at the end of Giriraja, near the
village of Pucchari.

The most fortunate people are blessed by bathing in this
kunda.

dekhoho apsarakunda govardhana ante;
etha snana koroye parama bhagyavanta

(ibid.)

At Gauri-tirtha, a wonderful pastime of $ri-Sri Radha-
Madhava takes place. Here Sr1 Krsna deceived Jatila and
Abhimanyu by dressing like Gauri (Durga-devi) so that He
could enjoy with $ri Radha.

Near Gauri-tirtha is a large and enchanting Kadamba-tree
which is the playground for the Divine Pair. Here is a place
called Nipakunda.

pandita ullase kohe - dekho srinivasa;
ei gauri-tirthe hoy adbhuta vilasa.
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gauri tirthe nipa-vrksa-raja manohara;
nipa kunda dekho ei parama sundara

(ibid.).

Jubilantly Raghava Pandita said: "Look, O Srinivasa! At this
Gauri-tirtha wonderful pastimes take place. There is a graceful
regal Nipa-tree at Gauri-tirtha. Behold this most beautiful Nipa
Kunda!"

Candra Sarovara is situated close to the village of Parasoli.
Here S$11 Krsnacandra takes rest after dancing the vernal Rasa-
dance.

ei dekho candrasarovara anupama;
etha rasavese krsnacandrera visrama (ibid.)

Here also Si7 Krsna singlehandedly dressed Sri Radha. In the
south western corner of the Sarovara is the siflgﬁra Mandira
and in the south-eastern corner is Sri Rasa Mandala. The
Moksana-kunda mentioned in the sloka is mentioned in Bhakti
Ratnakara as ‘Rna-papamocana Kunda’. One who bathes in Rna
-papamocana Kunda will be freed from all sins that are
committed due to debts.

ei rna mocana kunda papa mocana akhyana;
rna-papa ghuce kunda-dvaye koile snana
(Bhakti Ratnakara).

At Sri Radhakunda, Malyahara Kunda is situated.

One day, on the occasion of Dipanvita (Diwali), Sri Radha
and Her girlfriends headed by Lalita and others, strung
garlands of pearls here, when Sr1 Krsna appeared on the scene
and asked them for some pearls to decorate His pet-cows with.
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But the gopis didn’t give Krsna any pearls, so Krsna planted
some pearls Himself and grew some amazing pearl-vines.

Seeing this, Sri Radha and the gopis also planted pearls, but
they just grew thorny vines instead.

Then, when they came to $r1 Krsna to try to buy some pearls
from Him, a wonderfully sweet pastime of S$ri Radha-Madhava
manifested itself.

Srimad Raghunatha dasa Gosvamipada has elaborately
described this confidential pastime in his book ‘Mukta Carita’.

ei malyahari kunda ahe srinivasa!
mukta mala chale etha adbhuta vilasa.
$rt mukta carita granthe e sab vicari,
varnila $ri raghunatha dasa krpa kori

(ibid.)

Vibudharikunda has been identified in Bhakti Ratnakara as
Aristakunda or Syamakunda. At Indradhvaja Vedi, S11 Nanda
Maharaja used to perform Indra piija. When Sii Krsna was
seven years old, He came here and seeing His father engaged
in Indra-paja here convinced him to commence Govardhana
Puja instead.

indradhvaja-vedi ei - etha nanda raya;
koritena indra-paija sarva-loke gaya

(Ibid.)

Cakra Tirtha is a very famous place. Here Sri Radha-
Krsna’s see-saw pastimes take place. Cakratirtha ordered
Srimat Sanatana Gosvami to reside here.

While living here, Srimat  Sanatana Gosvami daily
circumambulated Govardhana Hill as a rule, and when he
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became old, merciful Sii Krsna, seeing that this became too
much of an effort for him, appeared to him dressed as a
cowherd boy and told him that if he just circumambulated a
stone that had His footprint on it, he would have completed his
circumambulation. After saying this the Lord disappeared.

In Sri Bhakti Ratnakara it is described -

ei cakra tirtha dekho ohe srinivasa;
ihara krpate parna hoy abhilasa
cakratirtha parama prasiddha govardhane;
sri radha-krsnera dola krida hoy eikhane
ohe srinivasa $ri gosvami sandatane;
cakra tirtha ajia koilo rahite ekhane
etha vasa koilo ati ullasa antare;
ei dekho tara kutt bonera bhitore
prati dina govardhana parikrama tanra;
bhramaye dvadasa krosa aiche sakti kara
vrddha-kale mahasrama dekhi’ gopinatha;
gopa balakera chale hoila saksat
sandtana tanu gharma ‘nivari’ yatane;
asru-yukta hoiya kohe madhura vacane
vrddha-kale eto srama korite nariba;
ohe svami, ye kohi ta’ avasya maniba
sanatana kohe - koho, manibo janiya;
suni gopa govardhane cadilena giya
nija pada-cihna govardhana $ila ani;
sandatane kohe punah sumadhura vani
ohe svami, ei loho krsna padacin;
aji hoite koribe ihara pradaksina
saba parikrama siddha hoibe ihate;
sila samarpiya krsna hoilo adarsana;
balake na dekhi’ vyagra hoilo sanatana
sanatana vydkula dekhiya adrsyete;
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nija paricaya dila vihvala snehete
sanatana nija netra jale sikta hoila;
kori” koto kheda citte dhairyavalambila

"Behold this Cakratirtha, O Srinivasa! By its grace all desires
are fulfilled! Cakratirtha is most famous in Govardhana. Here
Sri Radha-Krsna’s see-saw pastimes take place. Ohe Srmivasal
Cakra Tirtha ordered Sanatana Gosvami to reside here, so he
lived here in great bliss. Look! There, in the woods is his hut!
From here, Sanatana Gosvami daily performed Govardhana
Parikrama. Who has the power to walk these 24 km every day?
Seeing how much effort it took Sanatana Gosvami to
accomplish this at his old age, Gopinatha appeared before him
dressed as a cowherd boy. Carefully he removed the sweat
drops from Sanatana’s body and said with a sweet voice and tear
filled eyes:

"Don’t do so much effort anymore in your old age. You must
heed My words, O Svami!" Sanatana replied: Speak and I will
heed Your words!"

Hearing this, the cowherd boy mounted Govardhana Hill
and brought down a Govardhana Sila with His footprints on it.
Then He told Sanatana Gosvami with a very sweet voice:

"Ohe Svami! Take these footprints of Krsna and
circumambulate them from now on! This will complete your
entire circumambulation of Govardhana Hill!"

Saying this, Krsna brought the Sila into Sanatana’s kufi and
disappeared. Not seeing the boy anymore, Sanatana became
very upset. Observing Sanatana secretly and seeing that he was
so upset, Krsna revealed His real identity to him with great
loving ecstasy. Sanatana became sprinkled with his own tears
and with great difficulty he managed to remain calm."
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This Govardhana Sila with Sr1 Krsna’s footprints on it
remains in the Sri Radha-Damodara-Mandira in $1i Vrndavana,
proclaiming the glories of Cakratirtha.

Daivata-giri is said by Bhakti-Ratnakara to mean
Govardhana Hill itself and Ratnapitha is the jeweled throne
that Sri Radharani sat on before and while She was being
kidnapped by Sankhactida along with the throne, after which
Sr1 Krsna killed Sankhacida.

ei ratna simhasana ithe bahu katha,
ratna simhasane sri radhika chilo etha.
sankhaciida vadhera karana etha hoite,
yaiche krsna vadhe ta’ vidita bhagavate

(Bhakti Ratnakara).

"There are many narrations about this Ratna-Sithhasana. Sri
Radhika sat on Ratna-Simhasana, and it was also the cause of
the killing of Sankhaciida. From Srimad Bhagavata you can
learn how Krsna killed Sankhaciida.”

Srila Raghunatha says: "I praise all these holy places around
Govardhana Hill!"

govardhana cari dhare,  sei saba sarovare,
stri-kunda kadamba-khanda adi
apsara rudra gauri, malyahara vibudhari,
Jjyotsna-moksana indra-dhvaja ved.
yei cakra-tirtha, §rt daivata parbata,

ratha-pithadi yoto sobhe

nitya mui stava kori, sei lila manohart
darsana koribo ei lobhe
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"Eager to see the enchanting pastimes that take place there,
I eternally praise all the beautiful lakes and other holy places
that exist all around Govardhana Hill, such as Siri-kunda,
Kadamba-khanda, Apsara-kunda, Rudra-kunda, Gauri-tirtha,
Malyahara-kunda, Vibudhari-kunda, Jyotsna-moksana-kunda,
Indra-dhvaja Vedi, Cakra-tirtha, Sri Daivata-parvata and Ratna
Pitha."

VERSE 80:

aho dola-krida-rasa-vara-bharotphulla-vadanau
muhubh sri-gandharva-giri-vara-dharau tau prati madhu

sakhi-vrndar yatra prakatita-mud andolayati tat
prasiddham govinda-sthalam idam udaraih bata bhaje

aho - O; dola - see-saw; krida - the pastime; rasa - flavour; vara -
the greatest; bhara - filled; utphulla - blooming; vadanau - the faces;
muhuh - repeatedly; srt gandharva - Sri Radha; girivaradharau -
Krsna; tau - them both; prati - every; madhu - spring; sakhi-vrndam -
girlfriends; yatra - where; prakatita - manifest; muda - happily;
andolayati - swings; tat - that; prasiddham - famous; govinda-sthalam
- Govinda Sthala; idam - this; udaram - blessed; bata - alas!; bhaje - 1
worship.

I worship the great and famous Govinda-Sthala, where
S1i-Sri Gandharva-Girivaradhari and Their girlfriends
are most blissfully swinging again and again each spring,
Their faces blossoming of happiness when They taste the
flavours of this swinging pastime.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises S$ri Govinda-Sthali, the most elevated place
of Sr1 Vindavana.

Yamuna flows north of Govinda-Sthali, and east and west of
it are two other streams, which are like arms embracing this
place, which gradually elevates like the back of a turtle.

In the middle is S17 Radha-Krsna’s great jeweled Yogapitha-
mandira, which is surrounded by a Kalpavrksa-tree in each of
its four corners. Inside this, there are kuiijas with platforms in
each of the four corners.

In the north is Svetﬁmbuja—Kuﬁja, where Sri Radha-Krsna
play dice. In the east is Nilambuja-Kunja, where They are
dressed and ornamented. In the south is Arunambuja-Kuiija,
where They dine and in the west is Hemambuja Kuiija, where
They lay down to rest.

In the north-east is a Madhavi-pavillion. In the south-east is
a Malati-pavillion, in the south-west is a pavillion of fresh
jasmines, and in the north west is a pavillion of golden Yathi-
flowers.

Outside of that are the kuiijas of the eight sakhis in a circle,
and outside of that, in concentric circles, the kufijas of sixteen,
thirty-two, sixty-four and many thousands of other sakhis.
Outside of that are again a golden place (hemasthalt), a banana-
grove, a flower garden, orchards, six seasonal forests, betel-
groves and coconut-groves in gradual rows. Outside of that, the
aforementioned Yamuna-currents complete this beautiful and
enchanting Govinda-sthala.

Each spring S$ri Radha and Madhava enjoy swinging here.
The sakhis then sing of the sweetness of the Divine Pair,
worship the lotus-like faces of the Rasika-Mithuna in aratrika
with flowers and lift Them on Their jeweled swing.
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They straighten out Their necklaces and Krsna's turban,
which may become dishevelled while They mount the swing
and then serve Them betel leaves, garlands and sandalwood
pulp.

Two prana-sakhis tuck the edges of their sadis away with
their sashes of bells, bend over slightly, catch the swing and
begin to rock it, while Radha and Krsna embrace Each other.

Sri Krsna places His arm, which is so long that it reaches
down to His knees, over Srimati’s left shoulder up to Her left
breast, while Srimati holds on to Syéma’s waist with Her right
arm.

Both the lovers are blossoming with rasa beholding the
sweetness of Each other’s faces, while the sakhis most blisstully
swing the Divine Pair back and forth.

jhulata syama, — gort bama,
ananda range matiya
isata hasita rabhasa keli, jhulayata saba sakhini meli,
gaota koto bhatiya

"éyﬁma swings Gorl (Radha) on His left, maddened by
ecstatic love. They play with slight smiles and all the sakhis join
in the pushing of the swing, singing so wonderfully."

hema mani-yuta vara hi dora, racita kusuma gandhe bhora,
padato bhramara pantiya
navina lataya jadita dala,  vrndda-vipina sobhita bhalo
canda ujora ratiya

"The rope of the swing is made of gold and jewels and strings

of bumblebees land on the flowers, which adorn these ropes,
overwhelmed by their fragrance. The tree branch (that
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supports the swing) is entwined by fresh vines that make
Vrndavana so beautiful in the moonlit night.

nava ghana tanu dolaye syama,  rai sange jhulata vama,
tadita jadita kantiya
tara-mani candrahara,  jhulita dolita gale donhara
hilana dunhuka gatiya

Syﬁma, Who shines like a fresh monsoon cloud, swings with
Rai, Who embraces Him with Her lightning-like luster, on His
left. Necklaces that shine like the moon and the stars oscillate
around Their necks while They lean against Each other."

dhidhikata dhiya tathaiya bola,  baje mrdanga mohana rola,
bheda pavana grama para, ghora sabada jila siira,
varana nahiko yatiya

"The Mrdangas play ‘dhidhikata dhiya tathaiya - tinina
tinind ta tiya in an enchanting way, and the loud sounds of the
songs and the musical instruments pierce the atmosphere in an
indescribably sweet way."

mani abharana kinkini barika, jhulane bajaye jhunura jhanka,
jhana jhana jhantiya
radha mohana carane @sa, kevala bharasa uddhava dasa,

racita parita chatiya

"Their jewelled anklebells chime ‘runu jhunu’ along with the
swinging. Uddhava Dasa, his heart filled with the sole desire for
attaining the lotus feet of Radha Mohana (Krsna, the enchanter
of Radha), writes this song."
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Just for fun, $11 Krsna increases the speed of the swing,
making Sri Radha afraid that She will fall. The sakhis forbid
Krsna to swing so fast, but Krsna does not listen and increases
the speed of the swing even more.

This causes Sri Radha’s braid to loosen, Her veil to fall off
and Her clothes and ornaments to become dishevelled. Seeing
the sweetness of Srimati’s form at that time, Krsna begins to
swing even harder, making the terrified Sri Radha embrace Si1
Krsna around the neck with Her vine-like arms.

Krsna then lets go of the swing’s ropes and holds Srimati to
His chest with both hands, while pushing the swing on with His
feet.

In this way, it looks as if the gri—Mﬁrti—Yugala has become
One in a beautiful way as They are bound by the ropes of Their
mutual embrace. Thus They look as incomparibly lovely and
beautiful as a blooming Campaka-flower and a blooming
Indivara-flower, tightly united on one stem and oscillating in
the southern breezes. The sakhis are immersed in an ocean of
transcendental bliss when they behold these sweet pastimes of
the Sri-Yugala.

After the swinging pastime, the sakhis take the Divine Pair
off the swing and serve Them by straightening out Their dresses
and ornaments and by feeding Them a meal of fruits and roots.

In this way, gripéda Raghunatha reveals his aspiration to
worship Govinda-Sthali, which is so famous and glorious
because of the wonderful swinging-pastime that takes place
there.

dola-krida rasabhare, ratana hindola pare,
radha sane sri radha-ramana
utphulla vadana sobha,  darasana manalobha,
matiyache yoto sakhigana
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samaya vasanta kale, saba sakhigana mile,
andolita koriche hindola
sukhamaya sei sthane, bhaji nitya suddha mane,

suprasiddha se govinda sthala

"With a pure mind I always worship the blissful and famous
place called Govinda-Sthala, where Radha and Sri Radha-
Ramana sit on a jeweled swing with beautiful blossoming faces,
which are so enchanting and intoxicating for the minds of the
sakhis, who meet here in the spring to push this swing."

VERSE 81:

priya priya-prana-vayasya-varge
dhrtaparadhaih kila kaliyarh tam
yatrardayat pada-talena nrtyan
harir bhaje tarh kila kaliyarh hradam

priyat - than dear; priya - dear; prana-vayasya - heart’s friend;
varge - in the party; dhrta - held; aparadhan - offence; kila - certainly;
kaliyam - Kaliya; tam - him; yatra - where; ardayat - hurt; pada-talena
- with the footsoles; nrtyan - danced; harih - Hari; bhaje - 1 worship;
tam - Him; kila - certainly; kaliyam hradam - Kaliya’s lake.

I worship Kaliya-Hrada (Kaliya’s lake), where Sri
Krsna punished Kaliya by dancing on him with His foot
soles, thus kicking him for committing an offence to His
friends, who are dearer to Him than life.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Kaliya-hrada.

When Sri Krsna’s heart’s friends drank the poisoned water of
the Kaliya Hrada, they all left their bodies and lay dead on the
bank of the lake. S11 Krsna then revived them by casting His
nectarean glance on them. Therefore it is said: "Kaliya
committed an offence to Sr1 Krsna’s heart’s friends".

This is described in Srimad Bhagavata as follows:

atha gavas ca gopas ca nidaghatapa piditah;
dustam jalam papus tasyas trsarta visa dasitam
visambhas tad upasprsya daivopahata cetasal;
nipetur vyasavah sarve salilante kuradvaha
viksa tan vai tathabhiitan krsno yogesvaresvarah;
ik:s‘aya‘mrm varsinya svandathan samajivayat

(Bhagavata 10.15.49-51)

S17 Suka Muni told Maharaja Pariksita: "O King! Being
thirsty and afflicted by the summer heat, the cows and cowherd
boys came to drink the water of the Yamuna, which was
polluted by the poison of the Kaliya-snake.

Unfortunately the cows and cowherd boys left their bodies
and lay dead on the bank of the Yamuna. Seeing them in this
condition, Krsna, the king of the kings of yoga, revived them
with His nectarean glance."

Seeing His heart’s friends and His cows in this condition and
considering this poisoned water to be a threat to them, Krsna
jumped from a high Kadamba-tree on the bank of the Kaliya-
hrada right into the coils of the angry Kaliya and remained there
without moving for some time.
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When He saw that His friends, cows, mother, father and all
the Vrajavasis were almost fainting of misery and anxiety over
His safety, Krsna came out of the grip of Kaliya’s coils, climbed
on his hoods and began to kick him by dancing on them.

This is described in Srimad Bhagavata (10.16.26-30) as
follows:

evam paribhrama hetaujasam unnatamsam
anamya tat prthu-sirah svadhiradha adyah;
tan mizrdhna ratna nikara sparsati tamra
padambujo’khila kaladi gurur nanarta
tam nartum udyatam aveksya tada tadiya
gandharva siddha sura carana deva vadhval;
pritya mrdanga panavanaka vadya gita
puspopahara nutibhih sahasopaseduh
yad yac chiro na namateiga sataika Sirsnas
tan mamarda khara danda-dharonghri-pataih;
kstnayuso bhramata ulbanamasyato’sri
nasto vaman parama kasmalam apa nagah
tasyaksibhir garalam udvamatah sirahsu
yad yat samunnati nihsvasato rusoccaih;
nrtyan padanunamayan damayamoabhiiva
puspaih prapijita iveha puman puranah
tac citra tandava virugna phana sahasro
raktam mukhair uru vaman nrpa bhagna-gatrah;
smrtod cardcara gUruim purusam puranan
narayanam tamaranam manasa jagama

"When Kaliya had become exhausted from whirling around
Sr1 Krsna for so long, Krsna pulled down his raised hood with
His left hand and mounted his big head. Thus $r1 Krsna, the
master of all arts like singing and dancing, began to dance on
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Kaliya’s head, whose jewels illuminated His reddish foot soles.

Seeing this, the Lord’s associates like Garuda and
Visvaksena, as well as the Gandharvas, Siddhas, Caranas, gods
and goddesses began to sing, play drums like the Mrdanga and
Panava, shower flowers and offer praises.

Whatever head of whirling hundred-hooded Kaliya, who was
almost dead, was not yet lowered, was kicked down by the
dancing feet of Sr1 Krsna, the punisher of the wicked.

This caused blood to stream from Kaliya’s mouths and
nostrils, gave him great pain and put him into complete
bewilderment. Then Kaliya became unsteady of anger,
breathed out deeply and issued streams of poison from his eyes.
It was as if Sr1 Krsna, the Original Lord, was working for the
benefit of the demigods, being pleased with the flowers they
showered upon Him, by kicking down with His feet any of
Kaliya’s hoods that had not yet been lowered, on the pretext of
dancing.

O King! Through this wonderful Tandava-dance of S$riKrsna,
the thousand hoods of Kaliya, which served as an umbrella,
were broken and each of his limbs were crushed while blood
forcefully rushed from his mouths.

Then Kaliya remembered that the person who danced on his
head was the ruler of all the worlds and the Original Person,
and so he took shelter of His lotus feet."

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship Kaliya-hrada, the place
where Kaliya was defeated by Sr1 Krsna, for the fulfillment of
all my desires and for the destruction of all (my) mischief."

In his Stavamala Srila Riipa Gosvamipada used the pastime
of the subjugation of Kaliya to praise $11 Krsna.

In the end he wrote:
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kamam damodara mama manah pannagah pina-bhogo
dustasirbhih kutila balanaih ksobhayatyesa lokam
tad viklantas tvam udita pada dvandva parkeruhankam
kurvan darvikara-damana he tandavair dandayamam

"O Damodaral In Your pastime of defeating Kaliya, the
Kaliya-snake has been justly subdued, that is for sure, but I do
not think that this constitutes the end of Your pastimes of
defeating snakes! The great serpent of my mind that is dwelling
in the broad lake of my heart is even more poisonous and
frightening than Kaliya and is crawling around everywhere,
extending its hundreds of thousands of desires, which are like
its hoods.

These hundreds of hoods of my sensual desires are not in any
way less powerful, expansive and thick than this Kaliya-snake.
Just as Kaliya did so much harm with his poisoned fangs and his
naturally crooked gait, similarly my big snake-like mind has
poisonous fangs in the form of its various desires for material
enjoyment and a crooked gait in the form of thoughts about
harming others, and is thus always engaged in causing mischief
to others. Therefore, O most powerful Lord! Just as You have
subdued the Kaliya-snake and have broken His 100 hoods by
performing wonderful dances on them, You should also break
the hundreds of thousands of hoods of material desires of the
great snake of My mind and bless it forever by printing the
marks of Your footprints on its head!"

Sripéda Raghunatha says:

priyatama premdspada, pranddhika sakha yoto,
taha prati aparadha hetu.
krsna yetha nrtya kori,  kaliyera siropari,
vimardita koilo dharma setu.
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sei to kaliya hrada, sarva kale sukhaprada,
jala yara amrta samana.
krsne setha gocarane, nitya pabo darasane

bhaji nitya kori snana pana

"By bathing there and drinking its waters, I always worship
Kaliya-hrada, where Krsna, the upholder of religious principles,
danced on the heads of the Kaliya-serpent to punish him for
committing an offence to His friends, who are dearer to Him
than life, and thus subdued him.

May I always behold this ever-blissful Kaliya-lake, whose
water is like nectar and where Krsna engages in herding His
cows."

VERSE 82:

siryair dvadasabhih pararh muraripuh sitarta ugratapair
bhakti-prema-bharair udara-caritah $riman muda sevitah
yatra stri-purusaih kvanat-pasu-kulair avestito rajate
snehair dvadasa-siirya-nama tad idarh tirtham sada samsraye

saryaih - by the suns; dvadasabhih - by the twelve; param -
greatest; muraripuh - Krsna; stta - cold; arta - afflicted; ugratapaih -
by the severe heat; bhakti - devotion; prema - love; bharaih - filled
with; udara - generous; caritah - character; sriman - beautiful; muda
- jubilantly; sevitah - served; yatra - where; stri - women; purusaih -
and by men; kvanat - resounding; pasu-kulaih - by the animals;
avestitah - surrounded; rd@jate - shines; snehaih - with affection;
dvadasa - twelve; sirya - suns; nama - named; tad - that; idam - thus;
tirtham - holy waters; sada - always; samsraye - I take shelter.
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I always take shelter of Dvadasaditya-Tirtha, where Sri
Krsna was blissfully, devotedly and lovingly warmed by
the severe rays of the twelve suns after He became
afflicted by cold (from entering the Kaliya-lake) and
where He shines, affectionately surrounded by men,
women and bellowing cows.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises the Dvadasa-Aditya Tirtha.

When Sri Krsna came out of the Kaliya-lake after having
swum there for a long time, He felt very cold and began to
shiver. He is udara carita, which means that He is always
engaged in human-like pastimes.

While subduing the Kaliya-snake Krsna certainly displayed
great prowess in front of the Vrajavasis, but this prowess
appeared as very sweet and relishable to them. This is the
nature of the sweet conception.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada writes in his Raga Vartma
Candrika (2.5):
isvaroyam ity anusandhane’pi hrt kampa janaka sambhrama
gandhasyanudgamat sviya bhavasyati sthairyam eva yad
utpadayati tan madhurya jiianam

"When one understands that ‘He is the Lord’, but still does
not awaken feelings of heart-trembling reverence, rather one is
fixed in a friendly mood towards the Lord, thinking: “He is my
son, He is my friend, He is my lover!’, then it is called
madhurya-jiiana (a sweet conception)."

In the material world it is also seen that when a mother’s son
becomes the President it does not weaken the mother’s
conception of him as a son, rather it strengthens her maternal
love.
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yatha prakrtya api matuh putrasya prthvisvaratve sati tat
putra bhavah sphita evabhavati (Ibid).

The Lord assumes a mood according to the way in which the
devotee loves Him, and hence He reveals His sweet pastimes
according to the sweet conception, the Vraja-devotees have of
Him.

yatha patana prana haritve’pi stana-ciisana laksana nara
bala llatvam eva. maha kathora sakata sphotane’pyati
sukumara carana traimasikyottana sayi bala lilatvam.
mahadirgha damasakya bandhatve’pi matr bhiti vaiklavyam.
brahma baladevadi mohane’pi sarvajiatve’pi vatsa carana
lilatvam (Raga Vartma Candrika 3)

"Even while killing a powerful witch like Patana, Krsna acted
just like a human child by sucking a woman’s breast. His act of
kicking over a huge and very hard cart and thus destroying it,
was accomplished with the tender feet of a three month old
baby who was lying down, and even though, during the Dama-
bandhana-lila, Mother Yasoda could find no means to bind Him
up because even the longest rope was always two fingers too
short, still $1T Krsna was afraid of His mother.

Although He bewildered Lord Brahma and Baladeva (during
the Brahma-vimohana lila) and showed His omniscience, He
manifested His sweet pastimes of herding the calves at the
same time."

Similarly, during the Kaliya-damana-lila, Krsna’s tender form
engaged in a sweet dance while smashing the 100 hoods of the
greatly poisonous snake Kaliya.

When Krsna came out of the Kaliya-lake after defeating the
Kaliya-snake His whole body shivered of cold from being inside
the water for so long. At that time the twelve suns rose near the
Kaliya-lake with great loving devotion and most blissfully began
to protect Sr1 Krsna from the cold with their hot rays.
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Hence this place is called Dvadasaditya-Tirtha.
In the Adi Varaha Purana it is written:

surya-tirthe narah snato drstadityan vasundhare

aditya bhuvanam prapya krta-krtyah sa modate

aditye’hani samkrantav-asmin tirthe vasundhare
manasabhipsitam kamam prapnuvanti na samsayah

"O Vasundhare! A person who bathes in Strya-Tirtha and
sees Aditya there attains the sun and will be blessed with the
topmost bliss. A person who bathes here on Sundays and on
Sankranti-days will be blessed with the fulfillment of all his
desires. Of this there is no doubt."

In the Sarya-Purana it is seen:

dvadasaditya tirthakhyam tirtham tad anupavanam tasya
darsana matrena nrnam angho vinasyati.

"This Dvadasaditya-Tirtha is most pure. Anyone who sees it
is freed from all sins."

When $17 Krsna accepted the service of the twelve suns, His
mother, father and all other Vrajavasis surrounded Him,
making a lot of noise, while at the same time the cows filled the
air with their bellowing.

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I always seek the shelter of this
Dvadasa-Aditya-Tirtha."

udara caritra yara, muraripu khyati tara,
paramesvara boli gaya yare
naralila anurape, stte tara anga kampe
lila bhangi ati camatkare

"Muraripu, Who is glorified as being the Supreme Lord,
actually performs very sweet pastimes. According to these most
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astonishing human-like pastimes, His whole body shivered
because of the cold."

yatha stri purusa-gane,  sabdayamana pasugane,
vestanete achena govinda
dvadasa sarya atapere,  sevd kore $ri angete,
prema bhare pulakita anga

"Here Govinda shines, surrounded by women, men and
bellowing cows, while the twelve suns serve His divine body
with their heat, their bodies horripilating of ecstatic love."

yara dvadasaditya nama, maha-tirtha sei dhama,
mui tara darasana lobhe.
sarvada asraya kori, nitya yeno tare smari,
padankita bhami anurage

"I take shelter of the great holy place named Dvadasaditya-
Tirtha, where this pastime takes place and where the soil is
marked by Krsna’s footprints. May I always remember this
place, that I desire to see so much!"

VERSE 83:

atyantatapa-sevanena paritah samjata-gharmotkarair
govindasya $arirato nipatitair yat tirtham uccair abhat |
tat-tat-komala-sandra-sundaratara-srimat-sad-angocchalad-
gandhair hari-suvari-sudyuti bhaje praskandanarh vandanaih |

atyanta - greatly; atapa - heat; sevanena - by service; paritah - all
around; samjata - generated; gharmotkaraih - by sweatdrops;

-421 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali

govindasya - of Govinda; sariratah - from the body; nipatitaih - by
falling; yat - which; ¢irtham - holy waters; uccaih - greatly; abhat -
became; tat-tat - those; komala - tender; sandra - deeply; sundaratara
- more beautiful; srimat - opulent; sad - real; anga - body; ucchalad -
arising; gandhaih - by scents; hari - enchanting; suvari - good water;
sudyuti - good effulgence; bhaje - 1 worship; praskandanam -
Praskandana; vandanaih - by praises.

I worship and praise the most brilliant Praskandana-
Tirtha, the great holy water that became manifest from
the sweat drops that trickled from Govinda’s body as He
was being served from all directions by the intense heat
offered by the twelve suns, and which is filled with
spotless water that is greatly scented and made lovely by
the perfumes that came from Govinda’s tender and
extremely beautiful auspicious limbs.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Praskandana-
Tirtha, which lies very close to Dvadasaditya Tirtha, is being
praised.

Along with removing the poison from the Kaliya-lake during
His pastime of subduing the Kaliya-snake, Lila Purusottama
(the Most Playful Personality) Sri Krsna, the Original
Personality of Godhead, also revealed two enchanting lakes
nearby. sarva tirtha govinda carana (Prema Bhakti Candrika)

All holy places appear in connection with Sri Govinda’s lotus
feet or with His pastimes. The water of these holy places
destroys all sins and afflictions of those who bathe there and at
the same time the remembrance of the divine pastimes that
took place there destroys the seeds of all the material desires,
which have been within the heart since beginningless time and
awakens the experience of the sweetness of these pastimes.
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When S11 Govinda, Who is always engaged in sweet, human-
like pastimes, came out of the water of the Kaliya-hrada, He
shivered because of the cold, and to remove that cold the twelve
Adityas (suns) became manifest.

After the hot rays of the twelve suns removed the cold from
Govinda’s very tender and beautiful limbs, sweat drops began
to appear on it. It was as if countless pearl drops trickled from
a sapphire doll. These many sweat drops trickling from all of
Krsna’s limbs formed a great stream that merged with the
Yamuna and became known as Praskandana-Tirtha.

In Sri Bhakti Ratnakara it is written:

ahe srinivasal sarya-ganera tapete;
dare gelo stta, gharma hoilo dehete
sei gharma jala surya kanyaya mililo;
ei hetu praskandana nama tirtha hoilo
dekho praskandana ksetra snane papa yaya;
prana tyaga hoilei visnuloka paya

"Ahe Srinivasa! Because of the heat of the sun, the cold went
away and sweat appeared on Krsna’s body. This sweat again met
with the daughter of the Sun (Yamuna), and hence this place is
called Praskandana-Tirtha. See, by bathing in Praskandana-
Ksetra, all sins are destroyed and one who leaves his body here
attains Visnuloka."

In the Adi-Varaha Purana, Sri Varaha-deva tells Dharani
(earth):

punar anyat pravaksyami tac chrnu tvam vasundhare
ksetram praskandanam nama sarva papa haram subham
tasmin sndtas tu manujah sarva papaih pramucyate
athatra hi muiican pranan mama lokam sa gacchati
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"O Vasundhare! I will tell you about another holy place,
listen! There is an auspicious place named Praskandana, which
destroys all sins. A person who bathes there is freed from all
sins and a person who leaves the body there will certainly attain
My abode!"

Sripéda Raghunatha says: "The water of Praskandana-Tirtha
has become very clear and fragrant due to being filled with
perfumes from Sri Krsna’s most fragrant and auspicious limbs.
A fragrance of lotus mixed with camphor emanates from the
eight lotus flowers of Sr1 Krsna’s body —

His two eyes, two hands, two feet, His navel and His face.
kuranga mada jid vapuh parimalormi krstanganah svakanga
nalinastake sasi-yutabja gandha-prathah (Govinda Lilamrtam)

"He who attracts the Vraja-gopis with the waves of His bodily
fragrance, which defeats that of musk, extends a fragrance of
lotus mixed with camphor with the eight lotus flowers of His
body."

During His Gambhira-pastimes, Sriman Mahaprabhu,
Whose heart was filled with the love of Sri Radha, spoke the
following ecstatic words while revealing the sweetness of Sri
Krsna’s bodily fragrance:

kasturi lipta nilotpala, tara yei parimala,
taha jini krsna anga gandha
vyape caudde bhuvane,  kore sarva akarsane,
nariganera ankhi kore andha

"The fragrance of Krsna’'s body defeats that of a blue lotus
flower anointed with musk. This fragrance pervades all the
fourteen worlds and attracts everyone, blinding the eyes of the
girls!"
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sakhi he! krsna gandha jagat matay
narira nasaya poise, sarva kala taha boise,
krsna pase dhari loiya yay

"O sakhi! Krsna’s fragrance maddens the world! It enters the
womens nostrils and always remains sitting there, holding them
and taking them to Krsna!"

netra nabhi vadana, kara yuga carana,
ei asta-padma krsna ange
karpara lipta kamala, — tara yaiche parimala,
sei gandha asta padma sange

(Caitanya Caritamrta)

"There are eight lotus flowers on Krsna’s body - His eyes, His
navel, His face, His hands and His feet - and these eight lotus
flowers smell of lotus anointed with camphor."

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship this most brilliant
Praskandana-Tirtha by praising it."

ugratapa sevanete, $ri govinda anga hoite,
saijata ye gharma bindu caya.
tahe tirtha avirbhiita, anga gandhe surabhita,

manohara dyuti salt hoy.

"The severe heat, caused by the service of the twelve suns,
caused many sweatdrops to appear on Sri Govinda’s body and
that perspiration created an enchanting and effulgent holy
pond, which was scented with that bodily fragrance."

pavitra tahara jala, sada kore talamala,
praskandana tirtha yara nama
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asraya vandanda kori, tara tate vasa kori,
parna hobe mora manaskama

"This sacred water always trembles and is known as
Praskandana-Tirtha. I take shelter of this place, praise it and
live on its bank, so that all my desires will be fulfilled."

VERSE 84:

katyayany-atularcanartham amale krsna-jale majjatah
kanyanar prakarasya cira-nikaram samraksitarh tiratah
hrtvaruhya kadambam ujjvala-parihasena taih lajjayan
smerams tarh pradadau subhangi-murajit tam cira-ghattam sraye

katyayant - Katyayani-devi; atula - peerless; arcana - worship;
artham - for the sake of; amale - spotless; krsna - Yamuna; jale - in the
water; majjatah - immersed; kanyanam - of the virgins; prakarasya -
of the group; cira - clothes; nikaram - multitude; samraksitam -
keeping; tiratah - from the bank; hrtva - having taken away; aruhya -
climbing; kadambam - Kadamba-tree; ujjvala - erotic; parihasena - by
joking; tam - him; lajjayan - embarrassing; smeram - smiling; tam -
him; pradadau - gave; subhangi - nice gestures; murajit - Krsna; tam
- him; cira-ghattam - Cira-ghata; sraye - I take shelter.

I take shelter of Cira-Ghata, where the unmarried
gopis worshipped Katyayani-devi in an incomparable
way by plunging into the spotless Yamuna-water,
keeping their clothes on the shore, and where Krsna
later embarrassed them by stealing their clothes,
climbing into a Kadamba-tree and making erotic jokes
about them before returning the clothes.

- 426 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Cira Ghata, the place where Sr1 Krsna
made wonderful rasika jokes with the maidens of Vraja who
were engaged in the worship of the goddess Katyayani.

In the 22nd chapter of the 10th Canto of Srimad Bhagavata,
Sri Suka Muni described how the Vraja-kumaris engaged in the
service of Katyayani-devi and how their garments were stolen.
Amongst it is a wonderful description of their peerless worship
of Katyayani:

hemante prathame masi nanda vraja kumarika;
cerur havisyam bhufijana katyayanyarcana vratam
aplutyambhasi kalindya jalante codite’rune;
krtva pratikrtim devim anarcur nrpa saikatim
gandhair malyaih surabhibhir balibhir dhapa dipakaih;
uccavacais capaharaih prabala phala tandulaih
katyayani mahamaye maha-yoginyadhisvari;
nanda gopa sutam devi patim me kurute namah
iti mantram japantyas tah pajam cakruh kumarikah

(Bhagavata 10.22.1-4)

Sri Suka Muni said: "In the first month of the Hemanta
season’, the gopis from Nanda’s Vraja began to worship
Katyayani-devi (Parvati-devi) by eating Havisya (unspiced and
unsalted grains). O King! Every morning at sunrise they went
to bathe in the Yamuna and worshipped a sand deity of
Katyayani on the shore near the water with offerings of fragrant

47 The Hemanta Season lasts from mid-November until mid-January.
The first month, Margasirsa, lasts from mid-November until mid-
December. Ed.
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perfumes, garlands, garments, ornaments, incense, lamps, fresh
leaves, fruits and raw rice, praying to her:

‘O Goddess Katyayani! O Mahamaya! O inconceivable one!
O supreme goddess! O expert player! Make the son of the
cowherd king Nanda my husband! We offer our obeisances
unto you!’ Repeating this mantra, the Vraja-kumaris
worshipped Katyayani-devi."

In this way they continued their worship for one month with
great steadfastness and on the final day of this month of vows,
their most coveted Sr1 Krsna fulfilled their desires by stealing
their clothes and making rasika jokes about them, all in
accordance with their feelings for Him.

usasyutthaya gotraih svair anyonyabaddha bahavah;
krsnam uccair jagur yantyah kalindyam snatum anvaham
nadyam kadacid agatya tire nihksipya parvavat;
vasamsi krsnam gayantyo vijahruh salile muda
bhagavam stad abhipretya krsno yogesvaresvarah;
vayasyaivavrtas tatra gatas tat karma siddhaye
tasam vasamsyupadaya nipam aruhya satvarah;
hasadbhih prahasan balaih parihasam uvaca ha
atragatyabalah kamam svam svam vasah pragrhyatam;
satyam bruvani no narma yad yayam vrata-karsitah

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.22.6-10)

"Every morning the maidens of Vraja would rise before
dawn, call each other and then walk hand-in-hand to the
Yamuna to bathe, loudly singing Krsna’s glories. On the final
day they came to the bank of the Yamuna like every other day,
placed their garments there and began to play in the Yamuna-
water, most blissfully singing Krsna’s glories.
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Krsna, Who is the Lord of the kings of Yoga, knew what they
were doing and came to the bank of the Yamuna with His
friends to grant them the fruits of their penances.

Very quickly Sr1 Krsna stole their clothes from the shore,
climbed into a Kadamba-tree and began to make different jokes
about them with His laughing friends.

When the cowherd maidens noticed this, He told them: "O
cowherd maidens! Come to the Kadamba-tree if you like, find
your own clothes and take them back from Me. You are all
ascetic girls, so I am not kidding with you. I'm speaking the
truth!"

Seeing Sr1 Krsna and hearing the joking words the thief of
their clothes spoke according to their feelings, the maidens of
Vraja floated in oceans of transcendental bliss, but out of
embarrassment, they could not immediately come out of the
Yamuna-water. With His erotic jokes, Krsna brought them to
the base of the Kadamba-tree and embarrassed them even
further before returning them their clothes and fulfilling their
desires by accepting them as His sweethearts.

The place where Sri Krsna stole the clothes of the cowherd
maidens is known as Cira-Ghata.

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of this Cira Ghata."

katyayant vrata kore, krsna ke pavara tare,
jala magna gopa kanya gana
rakhilo vasana nikara,  krsna saba agocara,
tira hoite korilo harana
kadamba tarute bose, samujjvala parihase,
lajjita korilo kanyagane.
punaraya sahdsyete, vastra dana kore yate,
asraya kori ctra ghata name
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"T take shelter of Cira-Ghata, where the cowherd maidens
plunged into the Yamuna, performing a vow to please
Katyayani-devi to get Krsna for a husband. The place where
Krsna stole their clothes from the shore, where they had kept
them, without being noticed and where He sat in a Kadamba-
tree, embarrassing them all by making erotic jokes, and where
He finally returned them their clothes with a smile on His face."

VERSE 85:

hesabhir jagati-trayarh mada-bharair utkampayantam paraih

phullan-netra-vighirnanena paritah parnam dahantarh jagat
tam tavat trnavad vidirya bakabhid-vidvesinar kesinam
yatra ksalitavan karau sa-rudhirau tat kesi-tirtharh bhaje

hesabhih - with whinnying; jagati - the world; trayam - three;
mada-bharaih - madly; utkampayantam - causing to tremble; paraih
- greatly; phullan - wide open; netra - eyes; vighirnanena - by rolling;
paritah - everywhere; parnam - full; dahantam - burning; jagat - the
world; tam - him; tavat - that far; trnavat - like a blade of grass; vidirya
- splitting; bakabhit - Krsna; vidvesinam - of the hater; kesinam - of
Kest, yatra - where; ksalitavan - washed; karau - the hands;
sarudhirau - with blood; tat - that; kesi-tirtham - Kes1 Ghata; bhaje -
I worship.

I worship Kesi-Ghata, where Krsna washed the blood
from His hands after He tore apart the great horse-
demon Kesi, whose mad whinnying caused the three
worlds to tremble and whose wide open, rolling eyes
burned the whole universe, just like a blade of grass.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Kesi-tirtha.

After Karisa had sent so many powerful demons to Vraja to
help him to harm Sri Krsna, and Sri Krsna had so easily and
playfully killed all these demons, Karisa finally sent the
powerful Kesi-demon to Vraja.

On Kamsa’s order, this Kesi-demon assumed the form of a
horse through his illusory potency and swiftly arrived in Vraja.

In Srimad Bhagavata it is written how the Kesi-demon, with
his terrible appearance, was playfully and casually killed by Sri
Krsna-

kest tu kamsa prahitah khurair mahim
mahda-hayo nirjarayan manojavah;
satavadhitabhra vimana sankulam
kurvan nabho hesita bhisitakhilah
visala netro vikatasya kotaro
brhad galo nila mahambudopamal;
durasayah kamsa hitam cikirsur
vrajam sa nandasya jagama kampayan
tam trasayantam bhagavan sva gokulam
taddhesitair bala vicarnitambudam;
atmanamdajau mrgayantam agranir
upahvayat sa vyanadat mrgendravat
sa tam nisamyabhimukho mukhena kham
pibann ivabhya dravatyamarsanal;
jaghana padbhyam aravinda locanam
durasadas candajavo duratyayah
tad vaficayitoa tam adhoksajo rusa
pragrhya dorbhyam parividhya padayoh
savajiiam utsrjya dhanuh Satantare
yathoragam tarksya suto vyavasthitah
sa labdha samjnah punar utthito rusa
vyadaya kest tarasapatad dharim
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so’py asya vaktre bhujam uttaram smayan
pravesayamasa yathoragam bile
danta nipetur bhagavad bhuja sprsam
te kesinas tapta-maya sprso yatha
bahus ca tad deha gato mahatmano
yathamayah samvavrdhe hyupeksitah
samedhamanena sa krsna bahuna
niruddha vayus caranams ca niksipan
prasvinna gatrah parivrtta locanah
papata landam visrjan ksitau vyasuh
tad dehatah karkatikaphalopamad
vyasorapakrsya bhujam maha-bhujah
avismito’yatnahatarikah suraih
prasana varsair nivisadbhir iditah

(Bhagavata 10.37.1-9)

Sr1 Sukadeva told Mabharaja Pariksit: "O King! Sent by Karhsa
and desiring to fulfill his wishes, the Kesi-demon went to Vraja,
assuming the form of a gigantic horse - quick as the mind, with
big eyes, a thick neck, a terrible cave-like mouth and
resembling a large dark cloud - pounding and shaking the earth
with his hooves, crowding the firmament with clouds and
airplanes dispersed by his manes and terrifying everyone with
his whinnying.

Stepping in front of him, the Lord challenged the horse-
demon, who was frightening His Gokula with its loud
whinnying, throwing the clouds into commotion with its tail-
hair and challenging the Lord for a duel, roaring loudly like a
lion.

Seeing the Lord, the Kesi-demon, who was not only hard to
approach and who possessed terrible speed, but who was
formidable and invincible too, turned round and ran towards
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Him full of rage, and, drinking the heavens as it were with his
wide open mouth, began to strike the lotus-eyed Lord with his
hind legs.

Dodging the stroke and seizing the horse by his hind legs, Sri
Krsna whirled him in a rage with His arms and, flinging him
disdainfully to a distance of a hundred bows (400 cubits), just
as Garuda would throw a serpent, stood there just as before.

Having recovered his senses and rising up again, Kesi rushed
towards Sri Hari with great speed, opening his mouth in fury.
The Lord smilingly thrust His left arm into its mouth, just as a
snake would enter a mouse-hole to eat the mouse.

Touching the Lord’s arm, the teeth of Kesi fell out with their
roots as if they were struck by a redhot iron rod. Finding its way
into the demon’s body, $ri Krsna’s arm swelled to an enormous
degree, as if it had caught the disease of dropsy and had
remained neglected.

With its breath choked by the immensely swelling arm of Sri
Krsna and its eyes rolling, and profusely sweating all over, the
animal dropped dead on the ground, throwing up its legs and
passing stool.

Pulling His arm out of the dead body, which resembled a
ripe, burst-open cucumber, the mighty-armed Lord, Who had
killed the animal without any effort and stood unelated, was
glorified by the most amazed demigods, who showered Him
with flowers."

Because Sri Krsna playfully and easily killed the powerful
Kesi-demon and washed His blood-stained hands there in the
Yamuna-water, this place has become famous as Kesi-tirtha or
Kesi-Ghata.

éripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship this Kesi-tirtha!"

maha ahankara mane, ati avalila-krame,
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trijagat ye kampita kore.
phulla netra vighiirnane, — dagdha kore tribhuvane,
kesi-daitya yeva nama dhare.
kamsera prerita cara, asva-riapi bhayankara,
$rt govinda trna tulya mani.
vidarita kori ari,  ye sthanete giridhari,
dhauta kore rudhirakta pani.
yamuna pradesa sthana,  kesi-tirtha yara nama,
bhaji ami sei kesi-ghata
e bodo lalasa mane, tirtha kore darasane,
yugala vilasa prema hata

I worship Kesi-tirtha, the place on the bank of the Yamuna,
where Sri Govinda encountered the terrible horse-demon Kes,
who was sent by Karhsa, who easily caused the three worlds to
tremble and burn with his rolling, wide-open eyes and who was
easily torn to shreds by Giridhari, Who considered this enemy
no more than a blade of grass.

I greatly long to see this holy place, which is the marketplace
where love for Radha and Krsna can be purchased."

VERSE 86:

annair yatra caturvidhaih prthu-ganaih svairarh sudha-nindibhih
kamarh rama-sametam acyutam aho snigdhair vayasyair vrtam
$riman yajhika-vijiia-sundara-vadha-vargah svayaih yo muda
bhaktya bhojitavan sthalarh ca tad idarh tarh capi vandamahe

annaih - with grains; yatra - where; catuh - four; vidhaih - kinds;
prthu - great; gunaih - with qualities; svairam - automatically; sudha

- nectar; nindibhih - by those who defy; kamam - freely playing; rama

-434 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

- Balarama; sametam - along with; acyutam - Krsna; aho - Ol
snigdhaih - by the affectionate; vayasyaih - by the friends; vriam -
surrounded; §riman - the beautiful; yajiika - sacrificing; vijiia - expert;
sundara - beautiful; vadha - brides; vargah - group; svayam -
personally; yah - who; muda - gladly; bhaktya - with devotion;
bhojitavan - fed; sthalam - place; ca - and; tat - that; idam - this; tam
- him; ca - and; api - even; vandamahe - praise.

I praise the place where the learned and beautiful
wives of the sacrificing brahmanas spontaneously,
blissfully and with great devotion fed the freely playing
Krsna and Balarama and Their affectionate friends four
kinds* of high quality food grains, which defied the taste

of nectar.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Now Sripada Raghunatha
praises the place where the wives of the sacrificing brahmanas
fed Sri Krsna and S17 Baladeva and Their friends the foodgrains
that they had brought there.

This most magnanimous pastime of $17 Krsna is described in
the 23rd chapter of the 10th Canto of Srimad Bhagavata.

Just to bestow His mercy on the highly devoted brahmana-
wives, Sr1 Krsna once went to an Asoka-forest far away from
Vrndavana to herd His cows with Sri Baladeva and His friends.
When the cowherd boys became hungry and thirsty, He sent
them to a group of brahmanas who were performing sacrifice
on the outskirts of Mathura to beg for some food.

Even when the brahmanas heard that the cowherd boys
were begging food on behalf of S11 Krsna and Baladeva, they
refused, considering the two brothers to be mere human boys.

48 carvya, cosya, lehya and peya - chewed, sucked, licked and drunk.
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Thus the cowherd boys returned very unhappily, but this
time the merciful Sri Krsna sent them to beg food from the
wives of these sacrificing brahmanas, who were exclusively
devoted to His lotus feet.

Hearing the words of Sri Krsna, the cowherd boys went to
the highly devoted brahmana-wives and begged food from

them, telling them that S$11 Krsna and Baladeva were hungry.
Srimad Bhagavata says:

Srutvacyutam updayatam nityam tad darsanotsukah;
tat kathaksipta manaso vabhavur jata sambhramah
catur-vidham bahugunam annam adaya bhojanaih;
abhisasruh priyam sarvah samudram iva nimnagah
nisidhyamanah patibhih pitrbhir bhratr bandhubhih;
bhagavatyuttama sloke dirgha sruta dhrtasayah
yamunopavane soka nava pallava mandite;
vicarantam vrtam gopaih dadrsul sagrajam striyah
Syamam hiranya paridhim vanamalya barha-
dhatu prabala natavesam anuvratamse
vinyasta hastam itarena dhunananabjam
karnotpalalaka kapola mukhabja hasam
prayah sruta priyatamodaya karnaparair
yasmin nimagna manasas tam athaksi-randhraih
antah pravesya suciram parirabhya tapam
prajiiam yathabhimatayo vijahur narendra

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.23.18-23)

"The brahmana-wives had already been attracted to topics
concerning S17 Krsna for a while and they were very eager to
see Him. Now that they heard from the cowherd boys that Sri
Krsna was coming, they went beside themselves of ecstasy.
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The brahmana-wives had offered their hearts to Sr1 Krsna
after constantly hearing about His matchless form, attributes
and beauty and so they ran towards their most dearly beloved
as the rivers run towards the ocean, with plates with four kinds
of food - that which is licked, sucked, chewed or drunk - in their
hands, although their husbands, fathers, brothers and friends
tried to stop them.

They saw Krsna playing different wonderful games with i1
Baladeva and His cowherd boyfriends on the bank of the
Yamuna in woods beautified by fresh Asoka-leaves. He had a
sapphire-like blue complexion. He wore a shining yellow
garment, and a garland of forest flowers hung around His neck.
He had a crown of peacock feathers and His dancing-dress was
decorated with mineral pigments and fresh leaves. He held His
left arm on the shoulder of a bystanding cowherd boy and
twirled a lotus flower around in His right hand. His ears were
decorated with lotus flowers, curly locks of hair were decorating
His cheeks and His face was decorated with a sweet smile.

The wives of the brahmanas had always decorated their
throats (voices) with topics of the form, attributes, pastimes and
beauty of their beloved Sri Krsna, and their hearts were always
immersed in Him. Now that they directly saw this i1 Krsna,
they made Him enter into their hearts through their eyes, and
there they tightly embraced Him.

In this way they became relieved from the affliction of
separation from SriKrsnain all respects, just as the conditioned
souls, who are absorbed in conceptions of T and ‘mine” become
relieved from all afflictions while they are in a deep sleep."

Because the wives of the brahmanas desired the service of
S11 Krsna, the Lord told them: "If you accept My service in this
brahmana-birth, then it will not be liked and appreciated by
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society. Therefore just serve Me mentally and in the next life
you will attain Me!"

On the order of $r1 Krsna, the wives of the brahmanas
returned to the sacrificial arena, and by the Lord’s grace, the
brahmanas found no fault in them, but completed the sacrifice
with them.

Later, on the strength of their association with their wives,
these brahmanas themselves also came to understand Sri
Krsna’s glories, and were thus blessed.

Meanwhile $17 Krsna, Baladeva and the cowherd boys most
blissfully ate the four kinds of exquisite dishes that were
faithfully offered by the brahimanas’ wives and that defied the
taste of nectar.

Sn‘pﬁda Raghunatha says: "I praise this place where the Lord
ate, as well as the wives of the sacrificing brahmanas who
offered Him that food."

susnigdha vayasya-gane,  sange krsna balarame,
vihariche svacchande yethaya
yajiiika muni gane, sundari patni-gane
bhakti bhare harsete tathaya
carva, cosya, lehya, peya, svade sudha nindaniya
divya anna saigete aniya.
govinde arpana kore, ye sthane bhojana kore,
sakha sange anande matiya.
se heno pavitra sthane,  tatha yajiika badha-gane,
nitya bandi lutaiya paya.
yanhadera asirbade, avicala bhakti labhe,
ista prapti hoibe niscoy

"I always praise the place where Krsna and Balarama freely
played with Their affectionate friends and where, in great bliss
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and with great devotion, the beautiful wives of the sacrificing
brahmanas brought divine dishes, whose taste defy that of
nectar and that can be chewed, sucked, licked and drunk, to
Govinda and His friends, Who ate these dishes in great ecstasy.
I always praise this sacred place and roll at the feet of these
brahmana-wives, for it is certain that with their blessings one
attains steady devotion."

VERSE 87:

muda gopendrasyatmaja-bhuja-parisvanga-nidhaye
sphurad-gopi-vrndair yam iha bhagavantam pranayibhih
bhajadbhis tair bhaktya svam abhilasitarh praptam acirad
yami-tire gopisvaram anudinaih tarh kila bhaje

muda - joyfully; gopendrasya - of the king of cowherds; atmaja -
son; bhuja - arm; parisvanga - embraced; nidhaye - for the jewel;
sphurad - splendid; gopi-vrndaih - by the gopis; yam - who; iha - in
Vraja; bhagavantam - of the Lord; pranayibhih - by the beloved;
bhajadbhih - by the worshippers; taih - by them; bhaktya - with
devotion; svam - own; abhilasitam - desired; praptam - attained; acirat
- soon; yami - Yamuna; tire - on the bank; gopisvaram - Gopisvara;
anudinam - every day; tam - him; kila - certainly; bhaje - I worship.

I daily worship Gopisvara Sadasiva, who was devotedly
worshipped on the bank of the Yamuna by the loving
gopis who desired the jewel-like embrace of the arms of
Sri Krsna, the prince of Vraja, and who thus swiftly
attained their desired object.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Now Sripada Raghunatha
praises Bhagavan Sadasiva Sri Gopisvara, who is situated on the
bank of the Yamuna.

$r1 Sadasiva has freely taken shelter of the bank of the
Yamuna in the transcendental abode of Vraja to worship Si1
Krsna and His pleasure potency, Sri Radha and the
Vrajasundaris.

When Sri Krsnas beloved Vrajasundaris saw Sriman
Mahadeva situated on the bank of the Yamuna, though, they
floated in an ocean of bliss, for they knew that by his grace, the
company of $r1 Krsna would certainly be attained.

By worshipping Bhagavan Sadasiva with topmost devotion,
they would swiftly attain their desired goal, namely Sri Krsna's
company.

From then onwards, Sr1 Krsna’s beloved Vrajasundaris began
to worship Sri Sadasiva on the bank of the Yamuna, yearning
for the jewel-like embrace of Sr7 Krsna’s arms, and the deity has
hence become famous as Gopisvara.

The gopis attained a jewel by being embraced by Sr1 Krsna’s
arms. Tt is described in the praises of Sri Krsna by the
personified Vedas:

nibhrta marun mano’ksa drdha yoga yujo hrdi yan
munaya updsate tad arayo’pi yayuh smarandat

striya-uragendra bhoga bhuja danda visakta dhiyo

vayam api te samah samadrso nghrisaroja-sudhah

(Bhagavata 10.87.23)

"O Lord! With rigid yoga-practices, the sages worship You in
the heart as the undifferentiated brahman, subduing their
minds, senses and life-airs, but Your enemies have attained that
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very same brahman-status by thinking of You in fear and
enmity.

The gopis, though, were attached to the embrace of Your
snake-like arms and have thus attained the nectar of Your
lotus feet on their breasts. By following in their footsteps we
have also attained this nectar from Your lotus feet!"

Desiring this jewel-like embrace of 11 Krsna’s arms, the
gopis are worshipping Gopisvara, being very attached to these
arms. The reason is that the worship of Gopisvara fulfills all the
desires of everyone.

It is described in Sri Bhakti Ratnakara:

ki apiirva sobha ei banera bhitora;
gundatita linga riipa nama gopisvara
ei sadasiva vrndavipina palaya;
ihake pijile sarva karya siddha hoy
gopigana sada krsna sangera lagiya;
nirantara pije yatne nand dravya diya

kohite ki pari ye mahima gurutara;
gopika pajita tenho nama gopisvara
indradi devata stuti koroye sadaya;
vrndavane priti vrddhi ihara krpaya

"How wonderfully beautiful it is within this forest! Here is
the transcendental liriga-deity named Gopisvara. This Sadasiva
is protecting Vrndavana and anyone who worships Him attains
all perfection. The gopis always desired to be with Krsna and
for this they always worshipped (Gopisvara) with different
paraphernalia. Who can describe the great glories of Gopisvara,
who was so named because the gopis worshipped Him?

The love of Vrndavana is increasing by the one, who is always

praised by the demigods, headed by Indra."
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tathahi- srimad gopisvaram vande sankaram karunamayam
sarva klesa haram devam vrndaranya rati pradam

"I praise Srimad Gopisvara Sankara, the all-benign, the Lord
who destroys all misery and who increases the love of
Vrndavana."

tathaca stavamrta laharyam-
vrndavanavanipate jaya soma soma maule
sanandana sanatana naradedya
gopesvara vraja vilasi-yugmanghri-padme
prema prayaccha nirupadhi namo namas te

"O presiding god of Vrndavana!l O beautiful moon-crested
Lord! O you who are worshipable for Sanandana, Sanatana,
Narada and others! O Gopesvaral All glories to you! Please give
me unconditional love for the lotus feet of the playful pair of
Vraja, $1i-Sr7 Radha-Madhava! T offer my obeisances unto you
again and again!"

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says: "I always worship this Gopisvara
Sadasival By the grace of St Gopisvara, who fulfills all desires,
I will also attain the perfection of service to the lotus feet of the
Divine Pair. Of this there is no doubt!"

vraja gopt anurdage, nandatmaja bhuja yuge,
alingana divya ratna labhe
nitya yamunara tire, mahaprema sahakare,
bhakti kori pitje sadasive

"The Vraja-gopis passionately desired the divine jewel-like
embrace of the arms of Nanda’s son, and for this reason they
always went to the bank of the Yamuna with great love to
devotedly worship Lord Sadasiva."
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yara Subha karunate, ista phala acirate,
labhya hoy sei gopisvare
sadasiva bhagavan, deho ista vara dana,

bhaji pade pulakita bhare

"By Gopisvara’s auspicious grace all desires are swiftly
fulfilled. O Lord Sadasiva! Grant me my desired boon! I
worship you with goose pimples on my skin!"

VERSE 88:

bhayat kamsasyarat sadayam acirac chantanu-pade
viniksipta radha rahasi kila pitra prakrtitah
sphurantarh tarh drstva kam api ghana-puiijakrti-varar
tam evaptarh yatnad yam abhajata saryo’vatu sa nah

bhayat - out of fear; kamsasya - of Karhsa; arat - nearby; sadayam
- mercifully; acirat - swiftly; sam - welfare; tanu-pade - in a rare place;
viniksipta - keeping; radha - Radha; rahasi - secretly; kila - certainly;
pitra - by the father; prakrtitah - naturally; sphurantam - revealed;
tam - him; drstva - having seen; kam api - someone; ghana - monsoon
cloud; puiija - host; akrti - form; varam - best; tam - him; eva - only;
aptum - having attained; yatnat - carefully; yam - whom; abhajata -
worshipped; siryah - the sun; avatu - may protect; sa - he; nah - us.

May Sairya-deva, who was diligently worshipped by Sri
Radha, Who was affectionately kept in a nearby hidden
place by Her father for Her own welfare, out of fear of
Karhsa, and who wanted to attain a beautiful youth with
the complexion of deep monsoon clouds, protect us.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Stryadeva, who was worshipped by Sri
Radha for the sake of attaining $11 Krsna.

Out of fear of Karhsa, Vrsabhanu Maharaja kept his daughter
Sri Radha in a solitary place. Karhsa had become frightened
after hearing the words of Devaki’s daughter and he had begun
the atrocities of killing all the young boys and kidnapping all the

young girls.
Devi had said:

yas tungena purottamangama harac cakrena te sangare
yam vrndaraka vrnda vandita pada dvandvaravindam viduh
anandampta sindhubhih pranayinam sandohamanandayam
pradurbhavam avindad esa jagati kando’dya candrodaye
kirica - mattah sattama madhuribhir adhikah svo va parasvo’thava
gantarah ksiti-mandale prakatatam asto maha-saktayah
vrndisthe guna vrnda mandirataya tatra svasarav ubhe
rajendro bhavita harasya ca jayi panau grhita yayoh

(Lalita Madhava Nataka - 1.15-16)

"O Karnsa! He Who chopped off your head with His raised
disc in your previous birth, when you were known as Kalanemi,
Who is described by the scholars as He Whose lotus feet are
worshipped by the demigods and Who is the root cause of the
universe, has now risen like the moon to increase the nectar-
ocean of the bliss of his beloveds!"

Devi also said: "Tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, eight
great saktis, who are even sweeter than me, and who are named
Radha, Candravali, Lalita, Visakha, Padma, Saibya, Syamala
and Bhadra, will appear on earth. Of these eight great saktis,
two sisters (Radha and Candravali) are again the most qualified
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and will become most famous as gopi-groupleaders. He who
marries these two sisters will become the greatest of all kings
and defeat even Mahadeva (Siva) in battle!"

After hearing these words of Devi, Kariisa began to attempt
to kidnap S$r1 Radha, and thus Maharaja Vrsabhanu began to
keep Her in hidden places.

It is here that Sri Radha saw an endlessly sweet boy Who was
as deeply dark as the monsoon clouds and Who was called Sri
Krsna. Attracted to His sweet mood, She became eager to attain
Him as Her dear most beloved.

The Mahajanas describe this world-enchanting sweetness of
S$i7 Krsna in their songs —

kuvalaya nila,  ratana dalitanjana,
megha puiija jini varana suchanda
kudicita kesa, khacita sikhi-candraka,
alakavalita lalitanana canda
dota re nava nagara kana
bhavini bhava, wvibhavita antara,
dina rajani nahi janato ana

"Bhavini (sensitive Radha) cannot think of anyone else, day
and night, but Her young lover Kana (Krsna), Who has come to
Her, His complexion defeating the colour of a blue lotus flower,
a sapphire, crushed eyeliner or a host of monsoon clouds, His
curly locks, which are flanking His lovely moon-like face,
crowned by a peacockfeather."

madhuradhara hasa, manohara tahi ati,
sumadhura murali virdgja.
bhanga vibhangima, kutila neharai
kulavati umati dire rahu laja.
gaja gati bhati, gamana ati manthara,
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maiijira bajata runu jhuniya
heraite koti, madana marachayai,
! Y
govinda dasa koho dhani dhaniya

"His sweetly smiling lips are very enchanting and He plays
His flute so sweetly. He makes charming movements and casts
crooked glances, maddening the married girls and removes
their shame. His slow gait resembles that of an elephant and
His anklebells jingle ‘runu jhunu’.

Govinda dasa says: "O fortunate girl! Seeing Him, millions of
Cupids faint!"

For attaining this Syﬁmasundara, Who enchants millions of
Cupids, Sri Radha worshipped Saryadeva. Srimati’s sirya pija
is just another way of loving Sr1 Krsna. Therein lies the
sweetness of the human-like pastimes, namely that Sri Radha,
Who is Herself worshipable by all the demigods, including
Stirya, always worships Stiryadeva for establishing a meeting
with Him or for His good health and so on.

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha is Sri Radha’s beloved maidservant, so
he also covets the mercy of the sungod so that he can attain the
audience and the devotional service of Sri-Sri Radha and
Madhava.

vrsabhanu raja ati, kamsa bhaye bhitimati,
sneha bhare mavigalera tare
srt radhaya gopya sthane, raksa koila sayatane,
yara madhurt khyata visva bhare

"Out of great fear of Karhsa, Vrsabhanu Raja affectionately

kept Sri Radha, whose sweetness is world-famous, in a secret
place for Her own welfare."
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megha puiijakrti vara,  dekhi syama manohara,
se pitavasana vanamali

$ri krsnera prapti lobhe, bhaji nitya saryadeve,
anurage sakhigana mili.

"When She saw enchanting Syﬁma, Who resembled an
excellent monsoon cloud and Who sported a yellow garment
and a garland of forest flowers, She became eager to attain that
Sri Krsna and passionately began to worship Siryadeva with
Her girlfriends."

sei to sturyadeve, e minati kori ebe,
raksa koru sarva vighna hoite.
vasa kori nanda vraje, bhaji sri radha govinde,
saryadeva! koro asirbade

"I humbly pray that this Saryadeva will protect me from all
obstacles and allow me to live in Nanda’s Vraja to worship Sri
Radha-Govinda. O Saryadeva! Bless me like this!"

VERSE 89:

avirbhava-mahotsave muraripoh svarnoru-mukta-phala-

$reni-vibhrama-mandite nava-gavi-lakse dadau dve muda
divyalankrti-ratna-parvata-tila-prasthadikam cadarad

viprebhyah kila yatra sa vrajapatir vande brhat-kananam

avirbhava - appearance; maha - great; utsave - in the festival;
muraripoh - of Krsna; svarna - golden; uru - great; muktaphala -
pearls; sreni - lines; vibhrama - surrounded; mandite - decorated;
nava - young; gavt - cows; lakse - a hundred thousand; dadau - gave;
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dve - two; muda - gladly; divya - divine; alaiikrta - decorated; parvata
- mountain; tila - sesame; prastha - heap; adikam - bigger; ca - and;
adarad - respectfully; viprebhyah - unto the brahmanas; kila -
certainly; yatra - where; sa - he; vrajapatih - the lord of Vraja; vande
- I praise; brhat - great; kananam - forest.

I praise Brhadvana (Gokula), where the Lord of Vraja,
Nanda Mabharija, jubilantly donated 200,000 young cows
that were decorated with gold and strings of pearls, as
well as heaps of divine ornaments and a mountain of
sesame to the brahmanas on the occasion of Sri Krsna’s
birth-festival.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises S$r1 Brhad-vana, the place of Si1 Krsna’s
advent.

It is here that $11 Nanda, the king of Vraja, desiring the
welfare of his son, gave ample charity to the brahmanas on the
occasion of His birthday-festival.

In Srimad Bhagavata it is written: dhenainam niyute pradad
viprebhyah samalankrte tiladrin  sapta ratraugha  sata-
kaumbhambaravrtan (Bhag. 10.5.3), and Sridhara Svami
comments: niyute dve lakse:

"When Sri Krsna took birth Sri Nanda Maharaja gave
200,000 cows beautified with golden horns and silver hooves
and covered by clothes that were inset with different gems and
strings of gold, as well as seven piles of sesame, to the
brahmanas."

In Sr Brahma Vaivarta Purana it is seen that:

tato nandas ca sanandam brahmanebhyo dhanam dadau. sad
ratnani prabalani hirakani ca sadaram. tilanam parvatan sapta
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suvarna kanicanam mune. raupyam dhanyacalam vastram go-
sahasram manoramam.

"Gopardja Sr1 Nanda was so happy when Krsna was born that
he gave various gems, corals, diamonds and other riches, as well
as seven piles of sesame, a mountain of paddy, gold, silver,
garments and thousands upon thousands of cows to the
brahmanas."

In the Bhavisya Purana we can see how much a pile of
sesame is supposed to be:

uttamo dasabhir dronair madhyamah paincabhir matah.
tribhih  kanistho  rajendra  tila  Sailah  prakirtitah.
parvavaccaparam sarvam viskambha parvatadikam
"The greatest pile of sesame consists of ten dronas® .A pile of
five dronas is mediocre and a pile of three dronas is the
minimum. Just as there must be Viskambha-mountains® placed
in all four corners around a mountain of paddy, so it is also
prescribed for the mountain of sesame."

All these piles of sesame and paddy must be beautified with
jewels, gold and flower garlands. The arrangements for this are
also outlined by the Bhavisya Purana:
ittham nivesyamara sailam agra matas tu viskambha girin
kramena. turiya bhagena catur-disam ca samsthapayet puspa

49 A drona is a dry measure of 32 seers for corn etc., or a measuring
vessel having this capacity.

50 In order to keep the pivotal mountain Sumeru steady, Lord Brahma
placed four supporting mountains around it, viz. Mandara,
Gandhamadana, Nila and Suparsva. Such mountains are called
Viskambha-mountains. Even when mere mountains of paddy or
sesame are being donated, four Viskambha-mountains must still be
established around them, as if they were mount Sumeru.
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vilepanadhyam. merur mahan vrthi-mayas tu madhye suvarna
vrksa-traya samyutah syat. piarvena muktaphala vajra-yukto
yamyena gomedaka puspa-ragaih. pascac ca garutmata nila-
ratnaih saumye ca vaidirya saroja-ragaih.

"When one thus has made a Sumeru-mountain with sesame
or paddy in the amounts of ten dronas or so, one must establish
the Viskambha-mountains around them on four sides with
sandal or flowers, divided in four parts.

In the mountains of sesame and paddy, one must then place
three trees made of gold. The Viskambha-mountain situated in
the east must contain pearls and diamonds, the Viskambha-
mountain in the south must contain topaz-gems and Puspa-raga
gems, the Viskambha-mountain in the west must contain
Garutmata-gems and sapphires and the Viskambha-mountain
in the north must be established, containing Lapis Lazuli and
rubies."

Srila Jiva Gosvami has written in his Gopala Campiih:
dasabhir dronaih krta tila saptacalimad adat. yad vrti mani
kanakanam tad adhikatara bharata dvijer mene

"Nanda Maharaja donated seven piles of sesame, each
containing ten dronas, to the brahmanas. The brahmanas
thought that the jewels and gold covering these mountains of
sesame were even heavier than the sesame itself."

From this information, we can slightly conceive of the
unlimited amount of jewels and gems Goparaja Nanda gave in
charity.

Vrajadhama is the transcendental playground of the Original
Personality of Godhead Sr1 Krsna, therefore it is not at all
impossible for Maharaja $17 Nanda to donate such amounts of
jewels and gems.
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Sripada Raghunatha thus praises Brhadvana, the place
where Sr1 Nanda Maharaja donated such a huge amount of
wealth.

§rt krsnera avirbhave,  tara janma mahotsave,
vraje $rila nanda mahardaja.
dui laksa gabhi-gane, mani mukta vibhiisane,
kori divya ratnamaya saja
ratna rasi tila giri, parama adara kori,
brahmanere korechilo dana
se brhat kanane, vandi mui savadhane,
divya cintamanimaya sthana

"T attentively praise Mahavana Gokula, the transcendental
place made of Cintamani-gems, where Sr1 Krsna advented
Himself and where Srila Nanda Maharaja most respectfully
gave 200,000 cows, decorated with jewels and pearls and
dressed in divine jewel-studded blankets, as well as jewel-
covered piles of sesame, in charity to the local brahmanas."

VERSE 90:

gandharvaya jani-manir abhiid yatra sankirtitayam
anandotkaih sura-muni-naraih kirtida-garbha-khanyam
gopi-gopaih surabhi-nikaraih samparite’tra mukhe
ravalyakhye vrsaravi-pure priti-piiro mamastam

gandharvaya - of Radha; jani - birth; manih - jewel; abhat -
became; yatra - where; sankirtitayam - glorified; ananda - bliss;
utkaraih - with a multitude; sura - gods; muni - sages; naraih - by
human beings; kirtida - Kirtida; garbha - womb; khanyam - in the
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mine; gopi - cowherdwoman; gopaih - by the cowherds; surabhi-
nikaraih - by the cows; samparite - filled; atra - here; mukhya - chief;
ira - the earth; gvali - Radha’s birthplace, a worshipable vigraha;or
Ravala; akhye - known as; vrsa-ravi-pure - in the town of Vrsabhanu;
priti - love; para - a flood; mama - my; astam - let it be.

May I drown in a flood of love for Ravala, the capital
of Maharaja Vrsabhanu, where many cowherd men and
-women live and where the jewel-like Sr1i Radha
appeared from the mine-like womb of Her mother
Kirtida, who was blissfully praised by the demigods,
sages and human beings.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Ravala, the capital of Maharaja Vrsabhanu.

Just as Mahavana or Brhad-vana is the birthplace of Sii
Krsna, so is Raval the birthplace of Sr1 Radharani. After seeing
the havoc caused by different demons, Sri Nanda Maharaja and
his associates shifted their capital to Nandisvara and Sri
Vrsabhanu Maharaja shifted his capital to Varsana.

In the village of Raval, the great jewel Sri Radharani
appeared from the mine-like womb of Mother Kirtida. Mother
Kirtida is truly the giver of fame to the world.

Sriman Mahaprabhu asked Srila Ramananda Raya:

kirti-gana madhye jivera kon bodo kirti? "Of all kinds of
fame, which fame is the greatest?"

$rf Rama Raya replied:

krsna prema bhakti boli yara hoy khyati (C.C.) "The fame of
he who is known to have loving devotion for Krsna."

Because she made the presiding goddess of love for Krsna
personally descend and blessed the people of the world by

giving them great fame as devotees of Krsna, she is justly named
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Kirtida. Can there be any doubt that the womb from which the
great jewel Sri Radharani, Who directly is the embodiment of
maha-bhava and Who is Krsna’'s most dearly beloved, has
appeared, is a mine of jewels?

In Srimat Riipa Gosvamipada’s ‘Lalita Madhava Nataka’, it is
described how Harimaya attracted Sri Radha from Kirtida’s
womb and placed Her in the womb of the wife of the Vindhya-
mountains, how Patana kidnapped Her and how She returned
into the hands of Vrsabhanu and Kirtida after Vindhya’s priest
launched a witch-killing mantra against Patana and thus made
her drop the baby before she could deliver it to Karnsa.

This is an occasional pastime, though, which occurs in some
form in some kalpa (era). No one is able to understand the
Playful Lord and the wonderfully playful manifestations of His
svariipa-sakti (innate energy). No one can understand in which
age the Playful Lord performs what pastime and in which saint’s
heart this will be revealed. Actually Srf Radharani appears from
the mine-like womb of Kirtida in every kalpa, but in some
kalpas is She first drawn out of Kirtida’s womb and placed in
the womb of Vindhya's queen to appear from there. This is how
we should understand it.

In this verse, éripﬁda Raghunatha clearly describes how the
great Radha-jewel emerged from the mine-like womb of Sri
Kirtida and how the demigods, sages and human beings were
immersed in the pinnacle of bliss when they beheld this
pastime of advent.

Sri Bhakti Ratnakara describes it thus:

ahe srinivasa dekho e ‘ravala’ grama;
etha vrsabhanura vasati anupama
$ri radhika prakata hoila eikhane;
yahara prakate sukha vyapilo bhuvane
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aji ki ananda vrsabhanura mandire;
janmila radhika devt krttika udare
disa dasa alo kore rapera chataya;
ye dekhe bareka tara tapa dare yaya
sukomala tanu jini kanaka labani;
aha maril! kiba prati angera balant
janani janaka dhrti dharite na pare;
koto sadhe canda mukha dekhe bare bare
jaya jaya kalarave bharilo bhuvana;
gaoye mangala gita gopanari-gana
bajaye vividha vadya parama rasala;
ndcaye sakala loka, bole bhalo bhalo
dadhi dudha haldi angane chadaiya;
hasaye hasaya koto bhangt prakasiya
vipra vandi-gane dana kore nana bhati;
dekhi ghanasyama ona ranga sukhe mati

"Behold, O Srinivasa, the village named Ravala! This is the
matchless abode of Maharaja Vrsabhanu. It is here that Sri
Radhika appeared and thus filled the whole world with bliss.
What bliss there is today in Vrsabhanu’s abode, for today
Radhika devi appeared from Kirtida’s womb! Her bodily lustre,
which illuminates all ten directions, removes the affliction of
anyone who sees it even once. Her tender body shines brighter
than gold. O goodness! Just see the elegance of each of Her
limbs! Her mother and father could not remain calm and
eagerly stared at Her moon-like face again and again. Shouts of
jaya! jaya!’ filled the world and all the cowherd women sang
auspicious songs. Various musical instruments were tastefully
played and all the people danced saying: "Very well! Bravo!"
Throwing yoghurt, milk and haldi around on the courtyard, they
laughed and joked, making many gestures. Great charity was
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given to the brahmanas and the bards, and Ghanasyama was
maddened with bliss when He saw this."

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "May I drown in a flood of love for
Ravala, the capital of Maharaja Vrsabhanu, which is filled with
cowherd men and women".

In his svaripa, Sri Raghunatha is the maidservant of Sri
Radha, therefore she covets greatly passionate love for the
birthplace of her supreme goddess, Who is dearer to him than
millions of her life-airs.

anande vibhora, sura muni, nara,
prasamsita kirtidara

garbha ripa khani-, majhare ye mani,

‘radha’ name camatkara

yetha avirbhiita, ho’ye sukhapluta,
korechena caracara.

ravala namaka, gopa gopt dhenu,
suvestita manohara

vrsabhanu pura, prati sumadhura,
piriti pravaha rasi.

e hrdaya majhe, sada yeno raje,

rahibo se rase bhasi

"May a stream of sweet love for Ravala, which is beautifully
filled with cows, cowherd men and cowherd women, and where
demigods, sages and men were blissfully praising Kirtida, in
whose mine-like womb the astonishing jewel named ‘Radha’
appeared, causing all moving and non-moving beings to be
immersed in transcendental bliss, always flow through my
heart, so that I can remain floating on it."
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VERSE 91:

yasya §rimac-carana-kamale komale komalapi
$ri-radhoccair nija-sukha-krte sannayanti kucagre
bhitapy arad atha nahi dadhaty asya karkasya-dosat
sa $ri-gosthe prathayatu sada Sesa-$ayi sthitirh nah

yasya - whose; srimat - beautiful; carana kamale - lotus feet;
komale - tender; komalapi - more tender; $ri radha - Sri Radha; uccaih
- highly; nija - own; sukha-krte - for delighting; sannayanti - brings;
kucagre - on the nipples; bhita - fear; api - even; arat - close by; atha
- then; nahi - not; dadhati - places; asya - whose; karkasya - harshness;
dosat - from the fault; sa - he; $ri gosthe - in the beautiful meadows;
prathayatu - may extend; sada - always; sesa - on Ananta; Sayi -
reclining; sthitim - position; nah - unto us.

May Sesa-sayi Sri Krsna, Whose tender and enchanting
lotus feet tender Sri Radha wanted to place on Her
breasts for Her own happiness, but then changed Her
mind because She was afraid that Her breasts were too
hard for His feet, arrange for my staying in the
enchanting meadows of Vraja.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha praises Sesa-sayf.

Here, Sr7 Krsna lay down on the bed of Ananta just for fun
and Sri Radharani served His lotus feet just as Laksmidevi
serves the lotus feet of Sesa-sayi Bhagavan.

e Sesa-sayt ksira samudra ethate, kautuke suila krsna ananta
sayyate; sri radhika pada-padma koroye sevana, ye ananda
hoilo taha na yaya varnana (Bhakti Ratnakara)
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"Here at éesa—ééyi is the Ksira Samudra (Milk-ocean), where
Krsna lay on the snake-bed Ananta just for fun. The bliss that
was felt when Sri Radhika then served His lotus feet cannot be
described."

Sripéda Raghunatha says: "When Sri Radharant served Si1
Krsna’s lotus feet, She wanted to keep these feet on Her breasts
for Her own happiness."

Here own happiness means the happiness that nourishes
Sr1 Krsna’s happiness, because the gopis can never have any
other purpose than Sri Krsna’s happiness.

atma sukha duhke gopira nahiko vicara;

krsna sukha hetu cesta mano vyavahara.
krsna lagi ara sab kori parityaga;

krsna sukha hetu kore suddha anuraga

(c.c.,)

"The gopis do not consider their own happiness or distress.
All their thoughts and activities are aimed at pleasing Krsna.
For Krsna, they have given up everything else. Their pure
passionate love exists only for Krsna’'s happiness."

Hence, wherever there is a mentioning of the gopis’ personal
happiness, it must always be understood to be Krsna’s
happiness.

ataeva sei sukha krsna sukha pose;
ei hetu gopt preme nahi kama dose

(C.Cc)

"Therefore, this happiness nourishes Krsna’s happiness, hence
there is no fault of lust in the love of the gopis.”
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This secret is revealed in this part of the sloka: bhityapyarad
atha nahi dadhatyasya karkasya dosat

‘Sr1 Radha did not want to place Sr1 Krsna’s tender lotus feet
on Her breasts, afraid that they would be too hard for Him.’

When She served Sri Krsna’s lotus feet, Sri Radharant
wanted to hold them on Her beautiful breasts, but when She
brought these very soft feet, that are adorned with endless
beauty and sweetness, to Her breasts She felt as if Her hard
nipples struck them, and so She decided not to place them
there.

Here it should be specially noticed that a lady love naturally
goes beyond herself of bliss when she carries her lover on her
breasts, but S17 Radharani did not lose Herself in bliss when the
lotus feet of $r1 Krsna, Whom She loves more than a million
life-airs, touched Her.

Her only aim is Sri Krsna’s happiness. Her heart was filled
with a fear that overruled Her own desire for happiness, and
thus She did not place Sri Krsna’s lotus feet on Her breasts
anymore. Thus, the complete absence of desire for personal
happiness, which is known to the rasika devotees, has been
manifest.

Actually, one of the signs of the gopis’ riidha-mahabhava is:
tat saukhye’pi arti-sankaya khinnatvam

"They are anxious that even the things that please Krsna may
give Him pain."

When Rasika-Sekhara Sri Krsna places His feet on the
breasts of the Vraja-devis, then His happiness is clearly visible
on His beautiful face, because it is simply not possible that the
lover will be unhappy when he has his feet on the breasts of his
lady love. Still, the Vrajadevis think that Sii Krsna will be
unhappy when they do this. This is the private treasure of the
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Vrajadevis™ ecstatic love, which is not accessible to any other
consort of the Lord, like Rukmini or Satyabhama.

The Vrajadevis revealed this themselves in the night of the
Rasa-dance in the last verse of the Gopi-Giti (10.31.19):

yat te sujata caranamburuham stanesu

bhita sanaih priya dadhimahi karkasesu

tenatavim atasi tat vyathate na kim svit
karpadibhir bhramati dhir bhavad ayusam nah

The Vrajasundaris, who were separated from Sr1 Krsna, said,
aiming at Him:

"O dearly beloved! We carefully hold Your delicate lotus feet
on our breasts, afraid that our breasts will be too hard for them.
You are our very life, and we are very worried about Your
tender lotus feet when they tread the forestpaths, which are
covered with pebbles and thorns!"

All these feelings are manifest in the most wonderful and
amazing way in madanakhya-mahabhavavati (Who is endowed
with the topmost love of God known as madana) sri krsna priya
siromani (the crown jewel of Sri Krsna’s beloveds) gopt variyast
(the greatest gop) Sri Radharani.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "May Sesa—ééyi Sr1 Krsna, Whose
tender and enchanting lotus feet tender Sr1 Radha wanted to
place on Her breasts for Her own happiness, but then changed
Her mind because She was afraid that Her breasts were too
hard for His feet, arrange for my staying in the enchanting
meadows of Vraja'".

Sesera anga sayyaya, $r1 anga helaye taya,
pada-padma prasarita kore
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cira visrama kore yaha, — sesa-sayi nama taha,
sada laksmi pada seva kore

"The Lord, as Sesa—éﬁyi, reclines on the snake-bed of Sesa,
spreading His lotus-legs out and resting there forever, His feet
served by Laksmi-devi."

sei to bhavete krsna, $rt radhara sanga trsna,
Sesa-sayyaya korilo sayana
$r1 krsna carana tala, kamala hoite sukomala,
radha korena se pada sevana

"In that mood, Krsna, eager for Sri Radha’s company,
reclines on the bed of Sesa while Radha serves His footsoles,
which are more tender than lotus flowers."

komalangt bhanu-suta,  atisaya bhaye bhita,
$r1 carana nahi dhare buke.
amara karkasa hiya, ati sukomala iha,
ei cinti stabdha hoiya thake

"Tender-limbed daughter of Vrsabhanu fearfully thinks to
Herself: "His feet are so tender and My breasts are so hard",
and thus does not place His lotus feet on Her breasts. She is
always stunned by these thoughts.

Sesa-sayi $ri govinde, minati padaravinde,
krpa kori gosthe dao vasa
sri radhara sange tomd, — sada bhaji e vasana,
e dinera parao abhilasa
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"This wretch humbly prays at the lotus feet of Sesa—éﬁyi i1
Govinda: Please fulfill my desire and allow me to live in Vraja
and always worship You and Sri Radha there!"

VERSE 92:

yatra kama-sarah saksad gopika-ramanar sarah
radha-madhavayoh prestharh tad-vanarh kamyakarh bhaje

yatra - where; kama-sarah - Kama Sarovara; saksad -
directly; gopika-ramanam sarah - Gopika-Ramana Sarovara;
radha-madhavayoh - of Radha and Madhava; prestham -
beloved; tad - that; vanam - forest; kamyakam - Kamyaka; bhaje
- I worship.

I worship Radha and Madhava’s beloved Kamyavana,
where there are Kama-Sarovara or Gopika Ramana-
Sarovara itself.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha praises Sri Kamyavana, one of the twelve forests of
Vraja.

caturtham kamyakavanam vananam vanam uttamam. tatra
gatvd naro devi mama loke mahiyate (Adi Varaha Purana)

"O Devi! Kamyavana is the fourth of the twelve forests of
Vraja. Anyone who goes here will be worshipped in My abode!"

There are many, many holy places situated in Kamyavana.
There are 84 kundas and 110 Visnu-thrones and there used to
be 300 wells here, but it is said that they have been destroyed
by Raksasas.
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The biggest one is Vimala-kunda, on whose banks there are
temples of Vimala-devi, Dauji, Gangaji, Gopalaji and Madana
Gopala.

At Setubandha Kunda there is Ramesvara Mahadeva. It is
here that Sri Krsna performed the Setubandha-lila.

On the bank of Ghosarani-kunda is the parental home of Si1
Yasoda. On the bank of Manikunda, Sri Hariscandra Maharaja
performed penances. On the bank of Dvaraka-kunda, Sr1 Krsna
and His Queens put up their camp when they came to Vraja
from Dvaraka. On the bank of Balabhadrakunda, Sri Balarama
addressed the Vrajavasis when He came from Dvaraka. On the
mountain of Carana Pahadr, one can see Sri Krsna’s footprints.

Then there is Caurasi-Khamba or King Kamasena’s court of
justice. In this building, there are 84 pillars. On top of the
mountain is the cave of Medhavi Muni or Vyomasura’s cave. It
is here that S17 Krsna killed Vyomasura.

Nearby is Bhojan-Thali, where Sr1 Krsna and His friends ate
rice and yoghurt. At Kamyavana, one can also see Sri Govinda,
Sri Gopinatha, = Madana-Mohana,  Gokula-Candrama,
Kamesvara-Mahadeva, Vimalakunda, Sri Vrndaji and the
bhajana-kutira of Siddha Jaya Krsna dasa Babaji Maharaja,
among others.

The 84 kundas we mentioned include Kama-Sarovara or
Gopika Ramana-Sarovara. Here, Sri Krsna performed
wonderful pastimes with the gopikas.

In the Skanda Purana, Mathura-khanda, it is written:

tatra kama saro rajan gopika-ramanam sarah. tatra tirtha
sahasrani saramsi ca prthak prthak

"In Kamyavana is Gopikaramana Sarovara, which is also
named Kama Sarovara. In Kamyavana there is a total of
thousands of sacred lakes."

In Bhakti-Ratnakara it is described:
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dekho gopika-ramana kama sarovara, ke varnibe etha ye
vilasa manohara. ei kama sarovara maha sukhamaya; kama
sarovare kama sagara kohoya

"Behold Gopika Ramana- or Kama-Sarovaral Who can
describe the enchanting pastimes that took place here? This
Kama-Sarovara is very blissful and is also called Kama Sagara."

Because all desires are fulfilled of anyone who bathes in its
kundas, this place is Kamyavana.

sarva kama phalaprada kamyavana hoy; yatha tatha koile
snana sarva duhka ksaya (Bhakti Ratnakara)

"Because all desires are fulfilled and all miseries are
destroyed of anyone who bathes in its kundas this place is
Kamyavana."

tatah kamyavanam rajan yatra balye sthito bhavan; snana-
matrena sarvesam sarva kama phala pradam (Skanda Purana,
Mathura Khanda)

"O Maharaja! After this comes Kamyavana, where you have
resided in your childhood. Simply by bathing in this forest all
desires will be fulfilled."

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "I worship this Kamyavana, which
is most dear to Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava."

gopi sange $r1 krsnera sucaru vihara;
hoyechilo yatha nama kama sarovara
sei kama sarovara virdje yekhane;
bhaji yugalera priya sei kamyavane

"I worship Kamyavana, which is so dear to the Divine Pair

and where there is Kama-Sarovara, where Sr7 Krsna beautifully
enjoyed with the gopis."
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VERSE 93:

mallikrtya nijah sakhih priyatama garvena sambhavita
mallibhiaiya mad-i$vari rasa-mayi mallatvam utkanthaya
yasmin samyag-upeyiisa baka-bhida radha niyuddham muda
kurvana madanasya tosam atanod bhandirakarh tarh bhaje

mallikrtya - wrestling; nijah - own; sakhi - girlfriend; priyatama -
beloved; garvena - with pride; sambhavita - considered; mallibhiiya -
becoming a wrestler; mat - my; isvart - goddess; rasamayi - full of
flavour; mallatvam - the status of a wrestler; utkanthaya - with
eagerness; yasmin - in which; samyak - completely; upeyusa -
attaining; bakabhida - with Krsna; radha - Radha; niyuddham -
combat; muda - joytul; kurvana - did; madanasya - of Cupid; tosam -
pleasure; atanot - did; bhandirakam - Bhandiraka; tam - him; bhaje -
I worship.

I worship Bhandira, where my mistress, Krsna’s
beloved Radha, dressed Herself and Her girlfriends as
wrestlers to have fun in a game of wrestling and became
very proud when She blissfully wrestled with Krsna, Who
was also dressed as a wrestler, thus increasing Cupid’s

Jjoy.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha praises Bhandira.

This is one of the twelve forests of Vraja and anyone who goes
there to see it becomes blessed.

In the Adi-Varaha Purana it is said:

ekadasas tu bhandiram yoginam priyam uttamam;
tasya darsana matrena naro garbham na gacchati
bhandiram samanuprapya vananam vanam uttamam;
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vasudevam tatro drsta punar janma na vidyate
tasmin bhandirake snato niyato niyatasanah;
sarva papa vinirmukta indralokam sa gacchati

"The eleventh forest named Bhandira is super excellent and
is very dear to the yogis. Simply by seeing Bhandira, a person
never enters a womb anymore. A person who goes to this super
excellent forest Bhandiravana and sees Vasudeva there, will
never take birth again. A self-controlled person who controls
his eating-habits and bathes in Bhandira will be freed from all
sins and attains Indralokas!."

In Bhandiravana is Bhandrrakunda, the temple of Sridama
Candra and Venukiipa. By playing His flute, SrT Krsna brought
water from the Patala-region into this well to quench the thirst
of His friends.

Sr1 Radhika met Sii Krsna at Bhandira by dressing like
Subala and played different pastimes with Him here. Here is
the famous Bhandiravata or Aksayavata.>

Once upon a time, Sri Krsna was playing here with Baladeva
and His friends, when Pralambasura came and dressed himself
like a cowherd boy to cause havoc by taking Balarama on his
shoulders and carrying Him off to Mathura, but Baladeva killed
him on the way.

One day, Sr1 Krsna was at Bhandira alone and played on His
enchanting flute. Hearing this flute song, $ri Radharani became
unsteady and went out to meet Sr1 Krsna with Her girlfriends.

51 The word Indra comes from Idi, which means; "The greatest
opulence". Therefore Indraloka here means the most opulent abode
of the Supreme Lord.

52 Vata means a Banyan-tree. Ed.
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Tsvari was most blissful to meet Sr1 Krsna and She and Her
girlfriends enjoyed different pastimes with Him at Bhandira.

Just for fun, $r1 Radharani asked Sri Krsna:

"What kind of games do You play here with Your friends?"

Sr1 Krsna replied:

"Priye! Here I play wonderful wrestling-matches with My
friends. No one in the world can wrestle as good as I can! I can
easily defeat everyone else in wrestling!"

Hearing Sri Krsna’s words Sii Lalita-sakhi said:

"Today we want to see You dress like a wrestler and play a
wrestling match!"

$17 Krsna said:

"Lalite! One does not wrestle alone! One needs an opponent,
also dressed as a wrestler!"

$r1 Radharani then said:

"Today we will be Your opponents in wrestling!", and proudly
dressed Herself and Her girlfriends in wonderful wrestling-
outfits.

When Sr7 Krsna, Who was also dressed as a wrestler, saw Sri
Radha’s wrestling-outfit, He became completely enchanted by
the amazing sweetness of Her every limb and ecstatic
symptoms like shiverings and goose bumps became manifest on
His body.

Seeing this, the sakhis jokingly said:

"éyﬁma! Everyone in the world is defeated by You in
wrestling, but now You are trembling even by seeing Your
opponent! How will You fight now?"

Sye‘lma became embarrassed when He heard the sakhis®
words and regained His patience.

Then Si1 Krsna began His match against slighly smiling,
proud rasika Sri Radha, Who was dressed as a wrestler, and the
match soon became a stalemate, no one being able to win it.
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Seeing this wonderful wrestling match, the sakhis were beside
themselves of bliss. Seeing the Divine Pair wrestling in this
great erotic absorption even Cupid was intoxicated by feelings
of boundless bliss. It has been described as such in Sri Bhakti
Ratnakara:

eka dina krsna eka bhandira talaya;
vamsi-vadya koilo yate jagata mataya
vamsi-dhvani suni radha adhairya hoila;
sakhi-saha asi sighra krsnere milila
hoilo paramananda dovihara antare;
sakhigana sange nana rangete vihare
$ri radhika krsna prati kohe mrdu bhase;
sakha saha koiche krida koro e pradese
$r1 krsna kohena - etha mallavesa dhari;
sakhagana saha sukhe malla-yuddha kori
mora sama mallayuddha keho na janaya;
anayase kori anya malla pardjaya
hasiya lalita krsne kohe bara bara;
mallavese yuddha aji dekhibo tomara
eto kohi sakalei koila mallavesa;
krsna mallavese darpa koroye asesa
krsna pane cahi rai manda manda hase;
mallayuddha hetu yuddha-sthalete pravese
maha mallayuddhe nahi jaya parajaya;
hoilo ananda kandarpera atisaya

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this Bhandira. When
Bhandira is merciful, then this wonderful wrestling match of Si1
Sri Radha-Madhava will be revealed to me and I will be blessed
with the relish of the flavour of my I$vari dressed like a wrestler,
fighting a wrestling match."
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yatha rasamayi radha amara isvari;
sajaiya sakhigane malla rapa kori
ati garve radharani mallavesa koila;
krsna sange yuddha kori anandita hoila
krsna saha sri radhara malla krida sthana
satata bhajibo ami sri bhandira nama

"I constantly worship Sri Bhandira, the place where SriKrsna
played a wrestling game with S$ri Radha and where my rasika
Isvari very proudly dressed Herself and Her girlfriends like
wrestlers and blissfully combated Sri Krsna."

VERSE 94:

akrsta ya kupita-halina langalagrena krsna
dhira yanti lavana-jaladhau krsna-sambandha-hina
adyapittharh sakala-manujair drsyate saiva yasmin
bhaktya vande’dbhutam idam aho rama-ghattam pradesam

akrsta - drawn near; ya - who; kupita - angry; halina - by Balarama;
langala - the plow; agrena - by the tip; krsna - Yamuna; dhira - calmly;
yanti - goes; lavana - salt; jaladhau - in the ocean; krsna sambandha -
relation with Krsna; hina - separated; adya - now; api - even; ittham -
thus; sakala - all; manujaih - by the human beings; drsyate - seen; sa
- he; eva - only; yasmin - in which; bhaktya - with devotion; vande - 1
praise; adbhutam - wonderful; idam - this; aho - Ol; rama-ghatta
pradesam - the place known as Rama Ghata.

I devotedly praise the wonderful place known as
Rama-Ghata, where Yamuna, who gently flowed towards
the salt-water-ocean without having a relationship with
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Krsna, was dragged near by angry Balarama’s plow, and
were the river’s crooked course can still be seen by all

the people.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now Sripada Raghunatha
praises Sii Rama-ghata, where Sri Baladeva enjoyed the Rasa-
dance with His beloved gopis for two months and where He
dragged her near with His plough to enjoy in her waters,
making her course crooked even up until now.

This pastime is described in Srimad Bhagavata (10.65.17-
23,31):

dvau masau tatra cavatsit madhum madhavam eva ca;
ramah ksapasu bhagavan gopinam ratimavahan
parna-candra kalamyste kaumudi gandha vayund;
yamunopavane reme sevite striganair vrtah
varuna presita devt varuni vrksa kotarat;
patanti tad vanam sarvam sugandhenadhyavasayat
tam gandham madhu-dharaya vayunopahrtam balah;
aghrayopagatas tatra lalanabhih samam papau
upagiyamana carito vanitabhir halayudhah;
vanesu vyacarat ksibo mada-vihwvala locanah
sragoyeka kuntalo matto vaijayantya ca malaya;
vibhrat smita mukhambhojam sveda praleya bhasitam
sa ajuhava yamunam jala kridartham isvarah
nijam vakyam anadrtya matta ityapagam balah;
anagatam halagrena kupito vicakarsa ha
adyapi drsyate rajan yamunakrsta vartmand;
balasyananta viryasya viryam sucayativa hi

"Sri Baladeva came from Dvaraka and stayed in Vraja for two
months to console the gopis. During the months of Caitra
(March-April) and Vaisakha (April-May), He sported at night
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with His beloved gopis. The night was illuminated by the rays
of the full moon and the southern breezes carried the fragrance
of the Kumuda-flowers to the subforest, where Balarama was
enjoying with the gopis.

For the service of S11 Baladeva, Varunadeva sent Varuni-devi
(a celestial beverage), who trickled from the hollow of a tree
and gladdened the forest with her fragrance. The wind
distributed this honey-fragrance everywhere and when
Baladeva caught a whiff of that fragrance, He went there and
drank the Varuni-honeywine with His beloveds.

The gopis, who were intoxicated by the Varuni-wine, sang
about Sri Halayudha’s (Balarama’s) sweet pastimes and
Balarama, Himself also intoxicated, rambled with them from
forest to forest, His eyes rolling of drunkenness.

After enjoying the Rasa-dance, the intoxicated Sri Baladeva,
Who was adorned with dewy drops of perspiration, Who wore
a garland of forest flowers around His neck and one earring on
His ears and Whose face was decorated with a nectarean slight
smile, called Yamuna so that He could enjoy pastimes in her
water with His sweethearts.

Thinking Baladeva to be drunk®, Yamuna ignored His words,
so Baladeva angrily dragged her near with the tip of His plough.

S17 Suka Muni told Maharaja Partksit

"O King! Even now, the Yamuna announces Sri Balarama’s
glorious prowess, for she still is flowing in a crooked course
here!"

53 "He is now drunk of Varuni, and that's why He's calling me near,
but a river does not go to anyone simply on being called. If He wants
to enjoy in my water, then let Him come to me Himself!" Thinking
like this, Yamuna did not come to Baladeva (Commentary by Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti).
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Sripﬁda Raghunatha says:

dhira yanti lavana jaladhau krsna sambandha hina :

"Like a dhira-nayika (passive heroine), Yamuna flowed
towards the saltwater ocean, bereft of a relationship with
Krsna."

The purport of this is that the Yamuna, who is punished by
Baladeva, is not the eternal associate of Nanda-nandana Sri
Krsna, but the shadow of the Lord’s Queen Kalindi in Dvaraka,
who was one of the wives in the ocean of the Lord’s opulences
there. This is written in the Tosani-commentary on Srimad
Bhagavata:

devt ceyam $ri bhagavad ripanusarena laksmya vividha
miartivat bhagavan mahisti-varayah sri kalindya eva samjia
chaya nyayena tac chaya vibhati-riipa bhagavata eva maha-
vibhateh samudrasya bharya svarapa martir eka jieya

Bhakti Ratnakara gives the following description about this
event:

ahe srinivasa! ei ramaghata hoy;
etha rasa-lila kore rohini-tanaya
yatha krsna priyasaha koilo rasa-keli;
tatha hoite diira - e ramera rasa-sthali
kohite ki - terho koti samudra gabhira;
krsnera dvitiya deha - parama sudhira
dvaraka hoite utkanthaya vraje aila;
caitra vaisakha dui masa sthiti koila
$ri nanda-yasoda adi prabodhe sabare;
sakha-gane santosaye vividha prakare
nana anunaya vijia mhmi tanaya;
krsna priyagane nana prakare santvaya
nija priya gopigana manohita kore;
ye sab sahita piirve vasante vihare
ahe srinivasal sri ramera rasa lila;
prabhu bhaktagana bahu prakare varnila
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yamunda akarsi range ane seikhane;
jalakrida koilo baladeva priya sane

"O Srinivasa! This is Ramaghata! Here the son of Rohini
danced the Rasa. This Rasa-sthali of Balarama is far away from
the place where Sri Krsna played the Rasa with His
sweethearts. What can I say? Balarama is as grave as millions of
oceans. He is most patient and He is Krsna’s second body. He
eagerly came to Vraja from Dvaraka and stayed there for two
months - Caitra and Vaisakha -, during which He spoke with Sri
Nanda and Yasoda and delighted Krsna’s friends in different
ways.

With different plaintive words, the intelligent son of Rohini
consoled Krsna’s sweethearts in different ways and then He
enchanted His own beloved gopis, with whom He had
previously enjoyed in the spring. O Srinivasa! The Lord and His
devotees have described the Rasa-lila of Balarama in many
different ways. Balarama dragged the Yamuna to this spot so
that He could play in Her waters here."

When Sriman Nityananda Prabhu came to Vrndavana in the
course of His pilgrimage, He stayed at Rama-ghata for a few
days, in the ecstasy of Baladeva.

Srila Raghunatha says: "I devotedly praise this wonderful
Ramaghata."

krsna sambandha hind yamund virahe;
lavana samudre yaya manda pravahe
ye yamundaya baladeva kupita hoiya;
akarsana korechena langalagra diya
yare akrstara nyaya adyapiho loke;
yamunara tire sei vakra ghata dekhe
yamund tirastha tirtha ‘rama-ghata’ nama;
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bhakti bhare vandi kori ananta pranama

Out of separation, Yamuna slowly streamed towards the
ocean, being bereft of a relationship with Krsna, when Baladeva
angrily dragged her towards Himself with the tip of His plough.
Even nowadays people can see that the course of the Yamuna
is crooked here at this Ghata because of this! With great
devotion I offer innumerable obeisances unto Rama-Ghata on
the bank of the Yamuna."

VERSE 95:

prana-prestha-vayasya-vargam udare papiyaso’ghasura-
syaranyodbhata-pavakotkata-visair duste pravistarh purah
vyagrah preksya rusa pravisya sahasa hatva khalarh tam bali
yatrainar nijam araraksa murajit sa patu sarpa-sthali

prana-prestha - hearts beloved; vayasya - friends; vargam - group;
udare - in the belly; papiyasah - sinful; aghasurasya - of Aghasura;
aranya - forest; udbhata - fierce; pavaka - five; utkata - severe; visaih
- by poisons; duste - in the wicked; pravistam - entered; purah -
before; vyagrah - eager; preksya - seeing; rusa - angrily; pravisya -
entering; sahasd - suddenly; hatva - having killed; khalam - wicked;
tam - him; bali - powerful; yatra - where; enam - this; nijam - own;
araraksa - protected; murajit - Krsna; sa - she; patu - may protect;
sarpa-sthali - the place of the snake.

May Sarpasthali, where the powerful Murari angrily
and quickly entered into the mouth of the sinful demon
Aghasura to kill him and to save His heart’s friends after
anxiously seeing that they had entered into his belly; that
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was polluted by severe poison burning strongly like a
forest fire to save them, protect me.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises Sarpasthali, the place where $11 Krsna
entered into the mouth of Aghasura, who had assumed the
mountainous form of a snake, to kill him and thus save His
cowherd boyfriends, His cows and calves.

aghasura vadhe krsna - ei sarpasthali;
aghavana nama loke kohoye ‘sapault’
etha puspa varse deva jaya-dhvani kore;
e hetu jayeta grama kohoye ihare
sabe kohe -aghasura vadhe e ‘siyana’;
tei e soyanograma - sehona akhyana

(Bhakti Ratnakara)

"At this Sarpasthali, Krsna killed Aghasura, but the people
call this Aghavana also Sapauli. Here, the demigods showered
flowers and sang Krsna’s glories.Therefore this village is called
Jayeta. Everyone says: ‘Aghasura was killed here, therefore this
Soyano-village is known as Sehona.™

After the Yadu-dynasty vanished from the earth, Maharaja
Yudhisthira installed Sii Krsna’s great grandson Srila
Vajranabha on the throne of the Sﬁrasena—kingdom or
Mathura-mandala. Once this had been done, the sages ordered
him to recover and rename the lost holy places that were
connected with Sii Krsna’s pastimes.

Even now the places are named in the way Vajranabha has
named them, according to the pastimes that took place there.
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When the calves and cowherd boys saw the mountainous
snake-demon Aghasura, they actually took him to be a
mountain and entered into his mouth, which was filled with
poisonous fumes that burned like a forest fire and whose severe
heat made them faint.

Srimad Bhagavata then narrates how Sr1 Krsna also entered
the demon’s mouth and destroyed him -

tan viksya krsnah sakalabhayaprado
hyananya nathan svakarad apacyutan
diams ca mrtyor jatharagni ghasan
ghrnarddito dista-krtena vismitah
krtyam kim atrasya khalasya jivanam
na va amisam ca satam vihimsanam
dvayam katham syad iti samvicintya
taj jiatvavisat tundam asesa drg harih
tada ghanacchada deva
bhayaddhaheti cukrusuh;
jahrsur ye ca kamsadyah
kaunapastaghabandhavah
tac chrutva bhagavan krsnas
tvavyayah sarbha vatsakam;
carnicikirsor atmanam
tarasa vavrdhe gale
tato’tikayasya niruddha-margino
hyudgirna drster bhramatas toitas tatah
parnontararge pavano niruddho
mardhnan vinibhidya vinirgato bahih
tenaiva sarvesu bahirgatesu
pranesu vatsan suhrdah paretan
drstoyasvayotthapya tad anvitah punar
vaktran mukundo bhagavan viniryayau

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.12.27-32)
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"$r1 Krsna, Who bestows fearlessness on all, had lost the
cowherd boys, who have Him as their sole shelter. When He
saw them fallen like dry blades of grass into the gastric fire of
Aghasura, who was like death personified, and therefore greatly
distressed, He became overwhelmed with compassion and
astonished that this was to be their fate.

The Original Personality of Godhead, i1 Krsna, simply by
pronouncing whose name one destroys the reactions to all
activities that cannot even be destroyed by brahma-jiiana, was
immersed in an ocean of fraternal love for His friends and was
thus astonished and plunged in an ocean of worries when He
saw that they were in trouble, as anyone would be when seeing
a beloved in this condition.

"What should I do? How can I kill this wicked Aghasura and
save the lives of My calves and cowherd boys?" Thinking like
this, the ommiscient Sri Hari thought of a way to solve this
problem and decided to personally enter into Aghasura’s gaping
mouth.

Seeing this, the demigods in the clouds became afraid and
exclaimed ‘Alas! Alas!’, and the demoniac friends of Karmsa
rejoiced when they heard the news.

When Lord Sri Krsna heard the lamentations of the
demigods and the ecstatic shouts of the demons, He proceeded
to save His calves and friends and to crush the demon, who had,
in the meantime, closed his mouth by expanding His body, thus
choking Aghasura’s throat.

When the throat of the mountainous snake-demon Agha was
thus choked, his eyes came bulging out and he began to twist
and move his large body here and there until his blocked life-
airs suddenly came bursting out through the brahma-randhra-

hole in his skull.
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As soon as Aghasura’s life-airs had burst out, he lost all his
sensual power. Then the Lord, the bestower of liberation,
revived His stupefied calves and cowherd boyfriends with His
nectarean glances and came out of Aghasura’s wide opened
mouth with them.

Of the place where the Lord performed the pastime of killing
Aghasura, éripéda Raghunatha says:

"May that Sarpa-sthali protect me!"

In other words, just as $11 Krsna had mercifully saved His
calves and cowherd boyfriends from the mouth of Aghasura,
may this playground similarly save me from the gaping mouth
of the demon of separation from Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and
show me Their divine lotus feet.

papistha aghasurera udarera madhye;
prana prestha sakhagane sri govinda dekhe
davagnira joalamaya yahara udara;
kalakata visa-dusta tahara upara
sakhadera duhka heri atisaya krodhe;
udare pravesa kori sei khala vadhe
nimesete vadha kori ye sthanete khale;
$r1 govinda raksa koila vayasya sakale
sei sarpasthali hoy mahima apara
sakha tulya raksa koru ama sabhakara

“When Sri Govinda saw His heart’s friends suffering in the
belly of the sinful Aghasura, which was burning like a forest fire
and was polluted by burning poison, He became very angry and
entered into the demon’s belly to kill the wretch.

May that endlessly glorious Sarpasthali, where Sri Govinda
protected all His friends by instantly killing this demon, protect
us all as if we are friends."

- 477 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali

VERSE 96:

drasturh saksat svapati-mahimodrekam utkena dhatra
vatsa-vrate drutam apahrte vatsapalotkare ca |
tat-tad-riipo harir atha bhavan yatra tat-tat-prasiinarm
modarh cakre’sanam api bhaje vatsahara-sthalirh tam 1196l

drastum - seeing; saksat - personally; sva - own; pati - lord; mahima
- glories; udrekam - great; utkena - eagerly; dhatra - by the Creator;
vatsavrate - the calves; drutam - quickly; apahrte - taking away;
vatsapala - cowherd boys; utkare - in the multitude; ca - and; tat tat -
their; riipah - form; harih - Hari; atha - then; bhavan - becoming;
yatra - where; tat tat - their; prasinam - mothers; modam - gladly;
cakre - performed; asanam - eating; api - even; bhaje - 1 worship;
vatsa-hara-sthalim - the place where the calves were stolen; tam - her.

I worship Vatsaharana-sthali, where the curious
creator Lord Brahma, eager to behold the lovely glories
of his Lord Sri Krsna, swiftly kidnapped His calves and
cowherd boys, after which Sri Hari assumed the forms of
all these calves and cowherd boys Himself and delighted
their mothers, the cows and the elderly gopis, by eating
the dishes they offered Him.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha praises Vatsaharana-sthali, the place where Si1
Brahma stole Sri Krsna’s calves and cowherd boys.

In Srimad Bhagavata it is described as follows, how the four-
faced Brahma, eager to behold Sr1 Krsna’s lovely glories, stole
His calves and cowherd boys and how Sri Krsna then delighted
the loving cows and the elderly gopis by assuming the forms of
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all the calves and cowherd boys and enjoying the dishes they
affectionately offered to Him -

ambhojanma janis tad antara gato mayarbhakasyesitu-
drastam mafiju mahitvam anyad api tad vatsanito vatsapan;
nitvanyatra kuridvahantara dadhat khe vasthito yah pura
drstvaghdasura moksanam prabhavatah praptah param vismayam
tato vatsan adrstvaitya puline’pi ca vatsapan;
ubhavapi vane krsna vicikaya samantatah
kapyadrstvantar vipine vatsan palams ca visvavit;
sarvam vidhi-krtam krsnah sahasavajagama ha
tatah krsno mudam kartum tan matrnam ca kasya ca;
ubhayayitam atmanam cakre visva-krd svarah
yavad vatsapa vatsakalpaka vapur yavat karanghryadikam
yavad yasti-visana venu dala sig yavad vibhiisambaram;
yavac chila gunabhidhakrti vayo yavad viharadikam
sarvam visnumayam giro ngavad ajah sarva svarapo vabhau
svayam atmatma govatsan prati-varyatma vatsapaih;
kridann atma viharais ca sarvatma pravisad vrajam
tat tad vatsan prthan nitva tat tad gosthe nivesya sah;
tat tad atmabhavad rajyams tat tat sadma pravistavan
tan mataro venu-ravatvarotthita
utthapya dorbhilh parirabhya nirbharam;
sneha snuta stanya payah sudhasavam
matva param brahma sutanapayayan
tato nrponmardana majja lepana-
lavikara raksa tilakasanadibhih;
samlalitah svacaritaih praharsayan
sayam gato yama yamena madhavah
gavas tato gogtham upetya satvaram
hunkara-ghosaih parihiita sangatan
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svakan svakan vatsataran apayayan
muhur lihantyah sravadaudhasam payah

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.13.15-24)

Sri Suka Muni said: "O greatest of Kuru-kings! From the
aerial path, lotus-born Brahma saw Sri Krsna’s pastime of
killing Aghasura and this astonished him greatly.
Understanding that it was time to relish more sweet childhood
pastimes of the Universal Lord Sri Krsna, he came to Sri
Vrndavana, took Sri Krsna’s calves and cowherd boys to another
place and disappeared.

Sri Krsna was searching for His calves in the woods and,
when He could not find them, came to the bank of the Yamuna.
When He saw that He had also lost His cowherd boyfriends,
He began to search for both of the groups, looking in all four
directions.

Although S Krsna is omniscient, absorbed in His childhood
pastimes, He searched for His calves and cowherd boyfriends
in all the woods, but could not find them anywhere. Then He
understood ,that it was all the work of Brahma.

Then, to increase the transcendental bliss of the loving cows
and elderly gopis and Lord Brahma, who was so eager to behold
His glories, Vrajendra-Nandana, the Original Personality of
Godhead, Who is the origin of even the universal Creators, the
Purusavataras, personally assumed the forms of the
innumerable calves and cowherd boys.>

54 Actually Brahma stole the calves and cowherd boys to make Sii
Krsna personally relish the love of the cows and the elderly gopis as
their own individual son(s). Otherwise Brahma would never have
been able to kidnap the calves and cowherd boys, who are endowed
with all great powers of Sri Krsna's eternal associates. The whole
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Then Krsna Himself manifested all the forms of the calves
and the cowherd boys, with exactly the same small bodies,
hands, feet, sticks, flutes, horns, lunchbags, dresses, ornaments,
natures, attributes, names, forms, pastimes and behaviour
towards their mothers and fathers.

In this way, He proved the truth of the scriptural saying
sarvam visnu-mayam jagat’ - all we see in the universe is
Visnu."

After this Sr1 Krsna, Who had assumed the forms of all the
calves and cowherd boys, took His own forms out from the
forest with Himself (His original form) and entered Vraja while
playing with them and resounding His flute.

O King! Sr1 Krsna, Who had now assumed the forms of
Sridama and Subala, drove all His individual cows over
different paths, made them enter into their individual barns
and Himself entered into the individual homes.

When the mothers of the cowherd boys like Sridama and
Subala heard the flute song, they quickly rose to their feet and
came running out to lift the supreme brahman Sri Krsna, Who
was offering His obeisances to their feet, up from the courtyard
with their arms, held Him on their laps, tightly embraced Him
and made Him drink their breastmilk, which was tasty like
nectar and intoxicating like wine and which trickled from their
nipples out of pure motherly love.

Then the mothers, as usual, massaged Sr1 Krsna, Who had
assumed the form of innumerable cowherd boys, with fragrant
oil, bathed Him, anointed His limbs with sandalwood pulp,

pastime must be understood to have taken place with the previous
agreement of Sr1 Krsna, following His will, and endorsed by His
powers. For details one should consult the Gosvamis' commentaries
on this pastime and Sri Jiva Gosvamipada's Gopala Campd.
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dressed and ornamented Him in a wonderful way, put
wonderful protecting tilaka on His body, fed Him, asked Him
what had all happened that day out in the meadows, heard His
stories and put Him to sleep in bed. When Sr1 Krsna, Who had
assumed the forms of innumerable cowherd boys, was thus
cuddled by the mothers, He experienced unlimited bliss.

In the evening, the cows returned from the forest, entered
into their barns, and began to affectionately lick their calves,
who had come close to them, mooing softly and deeply, and fed
them the milk that was trickling from their udders out of sheer
motherly love."

The place where Brahma stole Sr1 Krsna’s calves and
cowherd boys, is known as Vatsaharana-sthali.

The names that Vajranabha had given to these places,
according to the pastimes that $11 Krsna performed there, are
described in Bhakti Ratnakara as follows:

srinivase kohe dekho ei ‘vatsavana’;
etha caturmukha harilena vatsagana
ei ye ‘undi’ grama - etha sakha sange;
vividha samagri krsna bhufije nana range
ei ‘balahara’ nama grama - eikhane;
balakadi hare caturmukha harsa mane
‘parikhama’ - nama sthana dekhoho ethate;
caturmukha chilo krsne pariksa korite
sei’ sthana nama e sakala loka jane;
krsnera mayate brahima mohita ekhane
Sisu vatsa hari brahma rakhi sangopane;
sei Sisu vatsa dekhe krsna sannidhane
‘sei ei” ‘ei sei’ bale bara bara;
ei hetu ‘sei’ nama hoilo ihara
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"Syinivasa said: "Look, here is Vatsavana. Here the four-faced
Brahma stole the calves. Here is Unai-village. Here Krsna
blissfully enjoyed different dishes with His friends. In this
Balahara village, the four-faced Brahma blissfully kidnapped
the cowherd boys. Behold this place called Parikhama’. Here
the four faced Brahma tested Krsna. This place is known by all
people as “Sei’. Here Brahma was enchanted by Krsna’s illusory
powers. Here Brahma hid the boys and the calves he had stolen
and here he also saw the same boys and calves in Krsna's
vicinity. Because he said ‘sei ei” (they are that) and ‘ei sei’ (that
are they), this village is called “Sei’."

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says:

"I worship this Vatsaharana-sthali."

nija pati $ri krsnera, maijula mahima aro,
darasana abhilasa tare.
brahma yoto vatsagana, $ri krsnera sakhagana,
druta sab apaharana kore

"Desiring to see the lovely glories of his master SrT Krsna,
Brahma quickly stole all of Sri Krsna’s calves and friends."

$rt govinda kutaholt, dekhi brahmara caturalt,
govaisa o sakha-riapa dhare
yoto vatsa sakhagane,  tadera yoto matrgane
nand bhojya samarpana kore

"Sri Govinda curiously beheld Brahma’s cleverness and

personally assumed the forms of the calves and the boys, to
whom their mothers offered different eatables."
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govinda bhojana kore,  sei sei riupa dhare,
mahanande bhasiche sakale

nitya vraje kori vasa, bhaji ei abhilasa,
manohara vatsahara sthale

"Assuming their forms, Govinda ate all these dishes and thus
everyone floated in oceans of great transcendental bliss. May I
always live in Vraja. With this aspiration I worship this
enchanting Vatsahara Sthala."

VERSE 97:

badharh vatsaka-vatsapala-hrtito jataparadhad bhayair
brahma sasram apiirva-padya-nivahair yasmin nipatyavanau
tustavadbhuta-vatsapar vraja-pateh putrarh mukundam manak
smerarn bhiru-caturmukhakhyam anisam sesam pradesarh numah

badham - greatly; vatsaka - calves; vatsapala - cowherd boys;
hrtitah - kidnapping; jata - came to be; aparadhad - from an offence;
bhayaih - with fear; brahma - Brahma; sasram - with tear filled eyes;
aparva - wonderful; padya - verse; nivahaih - with many; yasmin - in
which; nipatya - having fallen; avanau - on the ground; tustava -
praised; adbhuta - to the amazing; vatsapam - herder of calves;
vrajapateh - of the Lord of Vraja; putram - the son; mukundam -
bestower of liberation; manak - slightly; smeram - smiling; bhiru -
afraid; caturmukha - four faces; akhyam - known as; anisarm - always;
sa - with; iam - the Lord; pradesam - the land; numah - I offer my
obeisances to.

I offer my obeisances to the place known as Bhiru
Caturmukha, where the four-faced Lord Brahma fell to
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the ground with tear-filled eyes, afraid that he had
committed an offence by kidnapping Mukunda’s calves
and cowherd boys and where he offered wonderful
verses of praise to the son of the king of Vraja, the
amazing, slightly smiling herder of calves.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha praises the place where Lord Brahma offered
praises to Vrajendra-Nandana to beg forgiveness for his offence
of stealing His calves and cowherd boys.

e ‘caumuha grame brahma asi krsna-pase; korilo krsnera
stuti asesa visese (Bhakti Ratnakara)

"In this ‘Caumuha’-village Brahma came to Krsna and
offered all kinds of choice praises to Him."

Because Caturmukha (four-faced Lord Brahma) offered
prayers here, the village has been named Caumuha by
Vajranabha.

The elderly gopts, who felt parental love for Krsna, as well as
the cows of Vraja, had developed the desire to cuddle and rear
Sri Krsna by feeding Him their breast milk.

The love of the loving devotee generates a corresponding
desire within the heart of the transcendent Lord to relish that
love - that is the eternal nature of love. Hence the Supreme
Lord inspired Brahma within the heart to fulfill the desires in
the minds of the loving elderly gopis and cows and to arrange
for Him (Krsna) to become their son and relish their love for a
full year.

Therefore, although Brahma had actually committed no
offence, he is still born from the lotus that grows from the
Supreme Lord’s navel and is the founder-dcarya of the
Brahma-sampradaya, he considered just a moment after he
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had kidnapped the calves and the cowherd boys and had gone
off with them, that he had committed a great offence to
someone with the prowess and opulence of S17 Krsna by doing
this. Agitated by that idea, Brahma returned to Vraja-dhama
within a split second to beg forgiveness, but since Brahma’s
split second is a full year in the mortal world, the Lord could
enjoy the parental love of His devotees in Vraja as He liked for
a full year.

Coming to Vraja, Brahma saw from the aerial path that the
Lord was playing with the calves and cowherd boys that he had
stolen. Brahma thought:

"With His prowess, the Lord has taken the kidnapped calves
and boys back and is playing with them again!", but at the same
time he saw that the calves and cowherd boys he had kidnapped
were still lying in the bed of his illusory power.

In this way, Brahma was bewildered by the illusory energy of
He, whom he wanted to bewilder with his own illusory energy,
and he began to speculate about which group of calves and boys
was the real one.

Then suddenly Brahma saw each of the calves and cowherd
boys who were playing with Si7 Krsna as wonderfully opulent
four-armed Visnu-forms and he became totally overwhelmed
by feelings of astonishment.

A short while later, by the grace of the Lord, he saw Sri
Vrndavana’s sweetness and Vmdavana Vihart Sii Krsna alone,
His face adorned with a slight smile. He slowly approached the
Lord’s lotus feet, offered obeisances to Him again and again
and offered wonderful praises, which were filled with both
reverence and sweetness, all with tear-filled eyes.

How afraid Brahma was of committing offences to the Lord
and how he prayed to the Lord’s lotus feet for forgiveness for
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these offences, can be clearly learned from the following two
verses —

pasyesa me’naryam ananta adye
paratmani tvayyapi mayi mayini
mayam vitatyeksitum atma vaibhavam
hyaham kiyanaiccham ivarcir agnau
atah ksamasvacyuta me rajo-bhuva
hyajanatas tvat prthag isa maninah
ajavalepandha tamo'ndha caksusa
eso’ nukampya mayi nathavan iti

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.14.9-10)

Brahma prayed to Sr1 Krsna: "O Lord! Just as a spark is very
insignificant in comparison to a blazing fire, I am also very
insignificant compared to You. Nevertheless, although I am
myself bewildered by Your illusory energy, I was so foolish to
try to proclaim my own lordship in front of You, the endless
One, the cause of all causes, the controller of everything and
the Lord of maya.

O Acyuta! I am endowed with the mode of passion and I am
very ignorant, thinking myself to be a Lord, separate from You.
I am blinded by illusion, so consider me to be Your servant and
please forgive me all my offences."

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says: "I offer my obeisances unto the
place where the frightened four-faced Brahma offered prayers
to his worshipable Lord, ST Krsna."

krsna vatsa sakha-gane,  hari brahma vraja-vane,
krta aparadha manas tape
vrajendra-nandana yini,  vatsa-palaka mani,
stuti kore sei mukundake
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aparapa padya chande,  stuti kori’ $ri govinde,
bhiru brahma bhase netra jale.
sa-prabhu caturanane, maha-tirtha sei sthane,

namaskara kori kutihole

"T eagerly offer my obeisances to the great holy place, where
the four-faced Brahma praised Mukunda with wonderful poetic
verses while floating in his own tears, begging forgiveness from
the prince of Vraja, Sri Govinda, the jewel of cowherd boys, for
the offence of stealing his calves and cowherd boys in Vraja-
vana."

VERSE 98:

gandha-vyakula-bhrnga-safcaya-camii-samghrsta-puspotkarair
bhajat kalpa-lata palasi-nikarair vibhrajitani sphutam
yani sphara-tadaga-parvata-nadi-vrndena rajanty aho
krsna-prestha-vanani tani nitararmh vande muhur dvadasa

gandha - fragrance; vydkula - anxious; bhriga - bumblebees;
saiicaya - multitude; cama - armies; samghrsta - attacked; puspa - by
the flowers; utkaraih - by the multitude; bhrajat - shines; kalpa-lata -
wishyielding vines; palasi-nikaraih - and by wishyielding trees;
vibhrajitani - manifest; sphutam - clearly; yani - which; sphara -
broad; tadaga - lakes; parvata - mountains; nadi-vrndena - by the
rivers; rajanti - shine; aho - Ol; krsna prestha - Krsna's beloved;
vanani - in the forest; ¢tani - them; nitaram - constantly; vande - 1
praise; muhuh - repeatedly; dvadasa - twelve.

Again and again I praise Sri Krsna’s beloved twelve
forests, which are filled by mountains, rivers, broad lakes
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and wish yielding vines and -trees that are beautified by
flowers, which are constantly ravished by armies of
bumblebees, who are intoxicated by their fragrance.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For the fulfillment of his sacred
aspirations, Sripﬁda Raghunatha praises the twelve forests of
Mathura-mandala in this verse.

In the Padma Purana it is written:

bhadra-$ri lauha bhandira maha tala khadirakah
bahula kumudam kamyam madhu vrndavanam tatha

dvadasaitanyaranyani kalindyah sapta pascime
parve paiica vanam proktam tatrasti guhyam uttamam

"Bhadra-, Sri-, Lauha-, Bhandira-, Maha-, Tala-, Khadira-,
Bahula-, Kumuda-, Kamya-, Madhu- and Vrnda-vana: these are
the twelve forests in Mathura Mandala. Seven of them are west
of the Yamuna and five are east. These twelve forests are Sri
Krsna’s most confidential playgrounds. "

In Bhakti Ratnakara it is seen:

dvadasa vipina-yukta sri mathura-puri;
punya papa-hara subha - aparva madhurt

'S Mathura-puri has twelve forests, is very auspicious and
pious, destroys all sins and is endowed with a wonderful

sweetness."

tena drstoa ca sa ramya kesavasya puri tatha;
vanair dvadasabhir yukta punya papahara subha

- 489 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

"He saw Kesava’s abode, which has twelve forests, bestows
merit, destroys sins, is full of auspiciousness and very lovely."

dvadasa vipina sarva purane pramana;
Sunite se sab nama judaya parana
madhu, tala, kumuda, bahula, kamya ara;
khadira sri vrndavana yamuna e para
$r1, bhadra, bhandira, bilva, lauha,
mahavana; yamund o para e manojiia kanana

"All the Puranas provide evidence of the authenticity of the
twelve forests. Your heart will be comforted when you hear
their names. On this side of the Yamuna are Madhuvana,
Talavana, Kumudavana, Bahulavana, Kamyavana, Khadiravana
and S$17 Vrndavana, and on the other side of the Yamuna are the
beautiful Srivana, Bhadravana, Bhandiravana, Bilvavana,
Lauhavana and Mahavana."

In the Puranas, these forests have been progressively named.
First there is Madhuvana, as is stated in the Adi-Varaha
Purana -

ramyam madhuvanam nama visnu-sthanam anuttamam;
yad drstva manujo devi sarvan kaman avapnuyat
tatra kundam svaccha-jalam nilotpala vibhasitam;
tatra snanena danena vanchitam phalam apnuyat

"O Devil Visnu's abode named Madhuvana is the greatest
and is very lovely. A person who sees this place has all his
desires fulfilled. In this forest is a pond with clear water
beautified by blue lotus flowers. A person who bathes there or
gives charity there will certainly have all his desires fulfilled."
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The second one is Talavana, as is stated in the Skanda
Purana, Mathura Khanda

aho talavanam parnam yatra talair hato’surah. hitaya
yadavanam ca atma-kridanakaya ca

"Aho! In this auspicious Talavana, Sr1 Krsna killed the palm-
keeping demon for the sake of the Yadavas (Nanda and the
cowherd men, because the Yadava-king Devamida had a
vaisya-wife whose son was Parjanya, and Parjanya’s son was
Nanda Maharaja) and for the sake of His own play."

The third one is Kumudavana.

kumuda-vanam etacca trtiya vanam uttamam; yatra gatod
naro devi mama loke mahiyate (Adi-Varaha)

‘O Devi! This Kumudavana is the third and greatest forest.
Anyone who goes there will be worshipped in My abode."

Kamyavana is the fourth.

caturtha kamyakavanam vananam vanam uttamam; yatra
gatvd naro devi mama loke mahiyate (ibid.)

"O Devil Kamyakavana is the fourth and greatest forest.
Anyone who goes there will be worshipped in My abode!"

Bahulavana is the fifth.

pancamam bahulam nama vanandam vanam uttamam; tatra
gato naro devi agnisthanam sa gacchati

"O Devil Bahulavana is the fifth and greatest forest. Anyone
who goes there will attain the abode of Agnideval"

The glories of Bahulavana are also described in the Skanda
Purana, Mathurakhanda -

bahula sri hareh patni tatra tisthati sarvada;
tasmin padma-vane rajan bahu punya-phalani ca
tatraiva ramate visnur laksmya sarddham sadaiva hi;
tatra sankarsanam kundam tatra manasaro nrpa

-491 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

yas tatra kurute snanam madhumase nrpottama;
sa pasyati harim tatra laksmya saha visampate

"O greatest of kings! Sri Hari’s consort Bahula always dwells
in this Bahulavana! O King! A person who enters the lotusforest
there attains great pious merit. The reason is that $r1 Visnu
always blissfully dwells in this forest with Laksmi. O King! In
Bahulavana are Sankarsana-kunda and Mana Sarovara. O King!
Anyone who bathes in these sacred tanks in the month of Caitra
(March-April) will see Sr1 Hari and Laksmi there!"

The sixth forest is Bhadravana.

asti bhadravanam nama sastham ca vanam uttamam. tatra
gatva ca vasudhe mad bhakto mat parayanah (Adi Varaha)

"O Vasudhe! The sixth and greatest forest is Bhadravana. A
person who goes there will become fixed in devotion to Me!"

The seventh is Khadiravana.

saptamas tu vanam bhitmau khadiram loka visrutam. tatra
gatvd naro bhadre mama lokam sa gacchati

"The famous Khadiravana is the seventh forest. O Bhadre!
Anyone who goes there will attain My abode!"

Mahavana is the eighth.

mahavanam castamam tu sadaiva tu mama priyam; tasmin
gatva tu manuja indraloke mahiyate (ibid.)

"The eighth forest is Mahavana, which is always dear to Me.
Any human being who goes there will be worshipped in
Indraloka."

Lauhavana is the ninth forest.

lauhajangha-vanam — nama  lauhajanghena  raksitam;
navamam tu vanam devi sarva pataka nasanam (ibid.)

"O Devi! The ninth forest, Lauhavana, which is protected by
Lauhajangha, destroys all sins."

Bilvavana is the tenth forest.
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vanam bilva-vanam nama dasamam deva pajitam; tatra
gatvd tu manujo brahma-loke mahiyate (ibid.)

"The tenth forest, which is worshipped by the demigods, is
Bilvavana. A human being who goes there will be worshipped
in Brahmaloka."

The eleventh is Bhandiravana.

ekadasam tu bhandiram yoginam priyam uttamam; tasya
darsana  matrena naro garbham na  gacchati  (ibid.)

"Bhandiravana, the eleventh and greatest forest, is very dear
to the yogis. Any human being who simply sees it will no longer
enters into a mother’s womb."

Sri Vrndavana is the twelfth forest.

vrndavanam dvadasakam vrndaya pariraksitam; mama
caiva priyam bhame sarva pdataka nasanam. tatraham
kridayisyami gopt gopalakaih saha; suramyam supratitam ca
deva danava durlabham (ibid.)

"O Dharani! Vrndavana, the twelfth forest, is maintained by
Vrnda-devi, destroys all sins and is very dear to Me. I will play
there with the cowherd boys and -girls, it is very beautiful and
famous and it is rarely attained by the demons and demigods."

$ri Vrndavana’s opulence of beauty and glory is described in
the Mathura-khanda of the Skanda Purana —

tato vrndavanam punyam vrnda-devi samasritam;
harinadhisthitam taddhi brahma rudradi sevitam
vrndavanam sugahanam visalam vistrtam bahu;

muninam asramaih parnam wnyavmdd samanvitam
yatha laksmih priyatama sada bhakti parayand;
govindasya priyatamam tatha vrndavanam bhuvi
vatsar vatsataribhis ca sakam kridati madhavah;
vrndantarantara gatah saramo balakair vriah
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aho vrndavanam ramyam yatra govardhano girih;
tatra tirthanyanekani visnu deva krtani ca

"Then there is auspicious Vrndavana, which is always under
the shelter of Vrndadevi, where Sri Hari is always present and
which is thus served by gods like Brahma and Siva.

Vrndavana is hardly accessible and is filled with many large
asramas of munis as well as gardens full of Tulasi-plants. Just as
the ever-devoted Kamala-devi (Laksmi-devi) is Sri Visnu's
dearmost beloved, similarly Vrndavana is Sr1 Govinda’s
dearmost beloved.

Madhava always takes Baladeva, the cowherd boys and the
cows along to play in Vrndavana. Aho! How lovely is
Vrndavana’s beauty! Here is Giriraja Govardhana and many
other holy places created by Lord Visnu!"

All the vines and trees in these forests are wish yielding trees
and wish yielding vines. Brahma Sarnhita says: kalpataravo
drumah. But because this is the abode of madhurya, no one
wants to accept anything else from these trees and vines but
fruits and flowers, and they also do not give anything else but
that, so that they will not spoil the mood of sweetness there.

Hence they are always beautified by flowers that attract
swarms of bumblebees. These bumblebees are intoxicated by
their fragrance and they always ravish them. With the word
‘bees’ it is also indicated, that birds like the cuckoos are singing
there and that the forests are always beautified by wandering
deer and hares, as well as (lotus-filled) ponds, mountains and
rivers.

There is no comparison to the natural beauty of the twelve
forests! Again and again éripﬁda Raghunatha praises the twelve
forests, which are $11 Krsna’s dear most playgrounds!

-494 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

gandhonmatta bhirnga-kula, sena-gana sucaficala,
yara puspa kore samgharsane
sei sab sobhamana, kalpataru latagana,
(yara) sobha vrddhi kore anuksane
phulla padma sarovare,  giri nadi sobha kore,
kokiladi koroye kajana.
$rt krsnera priyatama,  sei to dvadasa vana,
barambara koriye vandana

"Again and again I praise 11 Krsna's beloved twelve forests,
where armies of restless bumblebees ravish the flowers that
beautify the wish yielding vines and -trees, being intoxicated by
their fragrance, and which are constantly beautified by lakes
filled with blossoming lotus flowers as well as mountains and
rivers, where birds like the cuckoo are singing."

VERSE 99:

purnah prema-rasaih sada muraripor dasah sakha ca priyam
sva-pranarbudato’pi tat-pada-yugam hitveha masan dasa
pritya yo nivasaris tadiya-kathaya gostharh muhur jivayaty
ayatam kila pasya krsnam iti tarh miirdhna vahamy uddhavam

parnah - full; prema - love; rasaih - by flavours; sada - always;
muraripoh - of Krsna; dasah - servant; sakha - friend; ca - and; priyam
- beloved; sva - own; prana - life-airs; arbudatah - more than billions;
api - even; tat - His; pada - feet; yugam - pair; hitva - renounced; iha
- here, in Vraja; masan - months; dasa - ten; pritya - with love; yah -
who; nivasam - resided; tadiya - His; kathaya - with topics; gostham -
Vraja; muhuh - repeatedly; jivayati - revives; ayatam - came; kila -
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certainly; pasya - look!; krspam iti - this is Krsna; tam - him; mardhna
- on the head; vahami - I carry; uddhavam - Uddhava.

Sr1 Uddhava Mahasaya, who is always filled with
flavours of love for Murari both as a servant and friend,
left the Lord’s lotus feet, although they are dearer to him
than billions of life-airs, and stayed in Vraja for ten
months, consoling and reviving the Vrajavasis by saying:
"Look, Krsna is coming back to you!"

I carry this S$r1 Uddhava on my head.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha is praising Sri Uddhava Mahasaya.

$r1 Uddhava Mahasaya is a devotee of Sr1 Krsna in the mood
of a friend mixed with the mood of a servant. But he is not just
a servant and a friend, but Sri Krsna’s dear most friend and
servant, because his heart was filled with the flavours of love.
Only love makes the devotee qualified to become the Lord’s
dearly beloved. We can learn from the Lord’s own lotus-like
mouth how the Lord offered Uddhava a seat of affection
because of his love-filled heart:

na tatha me priyatama atma-yonir na sankarah;
na ca sarkarsano na $rir naivatma ca yatha bhavan

"O Uddhava! Neither Brahma, My lotus-born son, nor
Sankara (Siva), who is born from My nature, nor Sankarsana
(Balarama), although He is My own brother, nor Kamala
(Laksmi), who plays on My chest as My wife, nor even I Myself
am so dear to Me as you are!" (Bhag. 11.14.15)

The quality of service to Sr1 Krsna was a treasure, which Sii
Uddhava was born with.
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In the second chapter of the Third Canto of Srimad
Bhagavata it is seen:

yah panca hayano matra pratar asaya yacitah;
tannaicchad racayan yasya saparyam bala-lilaya

"When Sri Uddhava Mahasaya was a child of five years old, he
fashioned a deity of Sr1 Krsna to serve .He became so absorbed
in this childhood-pastime, that he was not even interested when
his mother called him for breakfast."

From this statement we can learn, that he was deeply
absorbed in the service of Sri Krsna from his childhood.

Just as the Lord is always served by His six opulences,
similarly, Sriman Uddhava Mahasaya was decorated by six kinds
of extraordinary qualities in his adolescence while engaging
himself in Sr1 Krsna’s service.

Srila Sukadeva Muni describes in the 46th chapter of the
Tenth Canto of Srimad Bhagavata —

orsninam sammato mantri krsnasya dayitah sakhah;
sisyo brhaspateh saksad uddhavo buddhi-sammatah

"Sriman Uddhava Mahasaya was honoured by the Yadavas. He
was S17 Krsna’s counsellor, His dear friend and the object of His
grace. He was the direct disciple of Brhaspati and the most
intelligent of men."

Because Sri Uddhava was endowed with so many qualities
$11 Krsna sent him to Vraja to console $r1 Nanda, Yasoda and
all the cowherdmen and -women.

When Sri Uddhava Mahasaya saw the billowing waves on the
vast ocean of love of Nanda and the Vrajavasis, and especially
Sri Radha and the Vrajasundaris, he was stunned of amazement
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and remained in Vraja for ten months in great blissful
astonishment, even though that meant he had to be separated
from the lotus feet of S1i Krsna, who was dearer to him than
billions of life-airs.

Saying: "Look! Krsna is returning from Mathura!", he offered
them consolation, and by singing about Sr1 Krsna’s pastimes
with a sweet voice it was as if he reproduced the divine form of
Sri Krsna directly before the eyes of the Vrajavasis -

uvasa katicin masan gopinam vinudan sucah;

krsna-lila-katham gayan ramayamasa gokulam
yavanty ahani nandasya vraje’vatsit sa uddhavah;
vrajaukasam ksana-prayanyasan krsnasya vartaya
sarid vana giri dronir viksan kusumitan druman;
krsnam samsmarayan reme haridaso vrajaukasam

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.47.54-56)

"Sriman Uddhava stayed in Vraja for ten months and
removed the gopis” agony of separation. When the gopis lost all
external consciousness because of their severe feelings of
separation, he reminded them of Sri Krsna and thus soothed
their pain as if he was neutralizing burning poison with the use
of a powerful mantra.

In this way Sriman Uddhava also went before the cowherds
and cowherdesses, headed by Sri Nanda and Yasoda, and
revived them by singing about Sr1 Krsna's pastimes, thus
crystallizing $11 Krsna before them and plunging them into an
ocean of transcendental bliss.

As long as Sri Uddhava Mahasaya was in Vraja, he spoke
about S17 Krsna and thus these ten long months appeared to be
just like a moment.
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Thus they thought as if "Uddhava has just come to us and
now he is already leaving again!"

$ri Uddhava Mahasaya and the Vrajavasis went to the banks
of the ponds, into the woods and to the mountain caves, and,
seeing the blossoming trees and vines, Uddhava sang to the
Vrajavasis about the particular pastimes, which ST Krsna had
performed there in such a way, that the Vrajavasis thought that
these pastimes and playful $r1 Krsna Himself directly appeared
before their eyes.

Ecstatically calling Sri Uddhava ‘haridasa’, Sri Suka Muni
says: "O King! Sr1i Uddhava Mahasaya acted exactly like a
servant of Lord Hari, because the main duty of a servant of
Lord Hari is to revive the devotees who suffer separation from
Sr1 Krsna with krsna-katha."

Sn‘pﬁda Raghunatha says: "I constantly praise $r1 Krsna's
dearmost Haridasa Sri Uddhava by carrying him on my head."

prema rase vigalita, nirantara yara citta,
govindem ati priyatama
sakhya misra priya dasa, khyati yara “haridasa’,
$ri uddhava bhagavatottama

"The heart of Govinda’s dear most Sri Uddhava, the greatest
of devotees, who is famous as Haridasa and who is in the
combined mood of servant and friend, constantly melts of the
flavours of love."

prana koti nirmaiichana,  $rt krsnera $11 carana,
heno krsna pada padma che’de
vrajavdsi-gane nitya, krsna lila rasamrta
pana koraiya seva kore
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"Although the lotus feet of Sr1 Krsna were dearer to him than
billions of life-airs, he left them to serve the Vrajavasis by
constantly making them drink the nectar of Krsna’s pastimes."

dasa mdsa vrajavase, sabare se asvase,
srt uddhava ei vakya bole
$rt krsna agata praya,  ara se vilamba ndi,

darasana koroho sakale

"Sri Uddhava stayed in Vraja for ten months, consoling
everyone with the words: ‘Sr1 Krsna is coming, He won’t be
long! Look, everyone!””

govinda preyasi yoto, prasadhane susobhita,
vastra malya $ri hari-candana
$1r7 uddhava darasane, krsna koraya uddipane,
Sire vandi tara $ri carana

"When Govinda’s beloved gopis saw S$ri Uddhava wearing
beautiful garments, garlands and white sandalwoodpulp, they
all remembered Krsna. I bow my head down before his divine
feet."

VERSE 100:

muda yatra brahma trna-nikara-gulmadisu param
sada kanksan janmarpita-vividha-karmapy anudinam
kramad ye tatraiva vraja-bhuvi vasanti priya-jana
maya te te vandyah parama vinayat punya-khacitah

- 500 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali

muda - gladly; yatra - where; brahma - Brahma; ¢rna-nikara -
blades of grass; gulma - bush; adisu - in others; param - greatest; sada
- always; kanksan - desiring; janma - birth; arpita - placed; vividha -
various; karma - activities; api - even; anudinam - every day; kramad
- gradually; ye - who; tatra - there; eva - only; vrajabhuvi - Vraja;
vasanti - residing; priya - dear; jana - people; maya - by me; te te
them; vandyah - praiseworthy; parama - greatest; vinayat - out of
humility; punya - auspiciousness; khacitah - decorated with.

Although he is always anxiously engaged in duties
given to him by the Supreme Lord such as creating the
universe, Lord Brahma most blissfully revealed his
aspiration to take birth in Vraja, even as a blade of grass
or a bush.

Each day I humbly praise each respective, most pious
person who is residing in Vraja and who is very dear to
$ri Krsna.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha humbly and attentively praises each and every
person who lives in Vraja.

Brahma is the lotus-born son of the Supreme Lord and His
beloved devotee, who is responsible for the creation of the
universe. As the result of committing selfless activities for one
hundred births, a fortunate soul may become qualified to
occupy the post of Brahma. Because such a fortunate soul is
very rare, the Supreme Lord Himself takes over the duty of the
universal creation in some kalpas if there is no one else
available.

Even Brahma came to realize the good fortune of any person
who lives in Vrndavana and submitted the following prayer to
the lotus feet of the Lord -
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tad bhari bhagyam iha janma kim apyatavyam
yad gokule’pi katamanghri rajo’bhisekam
yaj jivitam tu nikhilam bhagavan mukundas
tvadyapi yat padarajah Sruti mrgyam eva

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.14.34)

"I consider birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush,
in which I could attain even one speck of the foot dust of the
Vrajavasis, whose very life is Mukunda, the specks of Whose
foot dust is always sought for by the Vedas, a greater fortune
than this birth as Brahma. Therefore, birth in Vraja-bhiimi even
as a blade of grass or a bush is my greatest desire."

In the Vaisnava-tosani-commentary on this verse it is written:

tatrapi kim api darvadi mrdu trnatvam ityabhiprayah;
tatraivanghri-rajobhih samyag abhiseka-siddhel............. nanu
katham saksad gopadi janmaiva na prarthyatam tatraha yad
iti. yasya gokulasya tad-vasi matrasya nikhilam bhagavan
mukunda eva. tatra yah svayam bhagavan paratparatvat
sadhayitum asakya ityarthah sadhito’pi yo mukundah prayaso
muktim eva data na tu bhakti-yoga matram api. tam etam vina
yajjanah ksanam api jivitum na saknotityarthah. iti parama
prema  viSesavattvam — uktam.  astam  tavad — anyair
duhsadhyatvam durllabha prematvam ca yasya pada-rajah
srutibhir adyapi tvayi saksad avatirne’pi mrgyata eva kataman
rajah kiyan mahimeti jiatum isyata eva na tu tad antah
prapyata ityarthah. yato vdca ityadi sruteh. atah parama
pracina madrsa sarva jiana prada sruti-durlabha jiane tat
pada-rajasyapi  prarthana menupayukta kutah  punah
premabhara vastkrta tvat padabjaka sri - gopadi  janma
prarthaneti bhavah
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This means that Brahma coveted any kind of birth in Vraja
that would give him a shower of the Vrajavasis’ footdust. This
indicates Diirva-sprouts and the soft blades of grass, for in that
form a shower of the Vrajavasis™ foot dust would certainly be
accomplished.

One may ask here: "If Brahma wanted to be blessed by being
able to see the Vrajavasis, then why didn’t he pray for a birth as
a cowherder in Vraja for himself?"

The answer is: "Lord Mukunda is everything to the
inhabitants of Gokula. He is the Supreme Lord and the
Supreme Truth, Whose worship is rarely attained and Who,
even if worshipped, usually gives only liberation, but not
devotion. Without this rarely attained Mukunda, the Vrajavasis
cannot remain alive for even a moment. This proves that the
Vrajavasis have attained the highest stage of love of Godhead.

That Mukunda and the Vrajavasis™ love is rarely attained by
others is one thing, but even when the Lord had personally
descended, the personified Vedas could not attain one speck of
His foot dust, although they sought for it.

In other words, the Vedas just tried to understand ‘How is
His foot dust? What is its great glory?, but they could not find
its limits.

After all, the Upanisads say: "Words and the mind cannot
reach Him, but are sent back."

Therefore it is greatly improper of Brahma to pray for the
foot dust of S17 Krsna, which is unattainable even for the Vedas,
who bestow all their knowledge upon him (the ancient Brahma,
at the time of creation).

Should it therefore still be said that it would have been
greatly improper for Brahma to pray for birth as a cowherder,
whose great love has completely subdued the lotus feet of the
Supreme Lord? Is it therefore so astonishing that Brahma
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prayed for a birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush to
become showered by the foot dust of any person from Vraja?
Sripéda Raghunatha says: ‘Can there be any doubt that those
who have attained the good fortune of living in Vrajabhtimi are
most pious and most dear to Sr1 Krsna? With the greatest
humility and devotion, I praise each and every one of them,

every day."
govindera adesete, brahma vyakulita cite,
visva srsti adite magana
vrajera vaidagdht lila,  darasane mugdha hoila,

nirantara bhave mane mana

aho bhagya aho bhagya, vrajavasi-jana yoto,
sada preme krsnanusilana

trna gulma lata hoite, brahma ati lalasate,
krsna pade kore nivedana.

aprakrta vrndavane, janma yara subha-ksane,
nitya kore vasati tathaya.
parama vinaya mane, vandon tara $ri carane

krpa-yoge vraje vasa hoy

"When he saw the clever pastimes of Vraja, Brahma, who is
anxiously engaged in duties like creating the universe on
Govinda’s order, became enchanted and constantly thought to
himself: ‘Aho! How fortunate! Aho! How fortunate are the
Vrajavasis who are always lovingly serving Krsnal’

Thus Brahma submitted his desire to Krsna’s lotus feet to
take birth as a vine, a bush or a blade of grass in the
transcendental abode of Vrndavana, so that from that blessed
moment on, he could remain there forever. With topmost
humility, I praise the lotus feet of the Vrajavasis, by whose grace
I can live in Vraja."
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VERSE 101:

pura premodrekaih pratipada-navananda-madhuraih
krta-sri-gandharvacyuta-carana-varyarcana-balat
nikamarh svaminyah priyatara-saras-tira-bhuvane
vasanti sphita ye ta iha mama jivatava ime

purd - in the past; prema - love; udrekaih - with great amounts of;
pratipada - constantly; nava - new; ananda - bliss; madhuraih - with
sweetnesses; krta - done; $ri gandharva - Sri Radha; acyuta - Krsna
carana - lotus feet; varya - the great; arcana - worshipping; balat - on
the strength of; nikamam - by their own desire; svaminyah - of
Svamini; priyatara - dearmost; sarah - lake; tira - bank; bhuvane - on
the ground; vasanti - they reside; sphita - greatly; ye - who; te - they;
iha - here; mama - my; jivatava - very lives; ime - here.

Because of having worshiped the beautiful lotus feet
of Sri Gandharva and Acyuta with the ever-fresh
sweetness of ecstatic spiritual love in their previous lives,
some great souls are able to live on the bank of Svamini’s
dear most lake (Sri Radhakunda).

These great devotees are my life and soul!

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha praises the great souls who live around Si1
Radhakunda.

$r1 Radhakunda is the crown jewel of Vraja and the exclusive
abode of Sri-Sr1 Radha-Madhava’s confidential noon-pastimes.
There is no place more dear to the Divine Pair than this one.
Sr1 Radhakunda is as dear to Sti Krsna as Sri Radha is and Sii
éyﬁmakunda is as dear to Sri Radha as Syﬁmasundara is,
because the two kundas are non-different from Sii Radha-
Madhava.
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These two kundas especially are assisting the separated
Couple when They want to meet Each other, or to soothe the
blazing fire of separation They feel when They are unable to
meet Each other.

The Mahajanas sing:

$11 krsna yokhon radha darasana lagi utkanthita hoy;
sakala upaya viphala hoiya radhakundasraya loy
tat kale radhara paya darasana emati kunda prabhava;
radhara-o temati syamakundasraye krsna sanga hoy labha

"When Krsna becomes eager to see Radha and all His
endeavours fail, He takes shelter of Radhakunda. At that
moment, He gets the audience of Radha on the strength of the
kunda. In the same way Radha also takes shelter of
éyﬁmakunda and thus attains the company of Sr1 Krsna."

Therefore, the most fortunate (sukrti-sali) people reside
around Sri Radhakunda, the crown jewel of Vraja. The sukrti
mentioned here does not refer to ordinary pious merit, but the
great merit accrued from worshipping the lotus feet of Sri Sri
Radha-Govinda, which is attained by the grace of the great
devotees.

Hence Sripﬁda Raghunatha has written in this verse:

pura premodrekaih pratipada navananda madhuraih krta
$§ri gandharvacyuta carana varyarcana balat:

"Because of having worshiped the beautiful lotus feet of Sri
Gandharva and Acyuta with the ever-fresh sweetness of ecstatic
spiritual love in their previous lives..."

When this great abundance of sweet love appears in the heart
of the sadhaka, he will become able to relish the ever-fresh
transcendental bliss of bhajana.
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Sri Radharani mercifully bestows on those, who have
previously worshipped S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s lotus feet with
such love, a place to stay at $ri Radhakunda.

The attraction to reside around S$r1 Radhakunda awakens
within the heart of a person who is totally fixed on Sri Radha’s
lotus feet. Their knowledge and meditations are all aimed at
Svamini Sri Radha, for whom She is everything and to whom
She is dearer than millions of life-airs, and they don’t know
anything but Her lotus feet, in life or in death.

Those who are fixed in Her worship develop the desire to
love 11 Krsna’s lotus feet.

For example, Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written:

radha nama sudharasam rasayitum jihvas tu me vihvala
padau tat padakankitasu caratam vrndatavt vithisu
tat karmaiva karah karotu hrdayam tasyah padam dhyayatat
tat bhavotsavatah param bhavatu me tat prananathe ratih

(Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi 142)

"May my tongue become overwhelmed by relishing the
nectarean flavour of Radha’s holy name, may my feet walk over
Vrndavana’s pathways that are marked with Her footprints, may
my hands only be engaged in Her menial service, may my heart
meditate on Her lotus feet, and may I develop love for the Lord
of Her life (Krsna) through Her festival of emotions."

It is such sadhakas, who are so fixed in Radha, that Svamini
mercifully allows to live on the bank of Her kunda, which is
non-different from Her, and such fortunate sadhakas are thus
living on the bank of the kunda, nourished by drinking the

nectar of prema.
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In other words, the greatly intelligent souls who exchange
hearing, chanting and remembering topics about Sri Radha’s
names, forms, qualities and pastimes with each other reside on
the bank of Svamint’s kunda.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha never left the bank of the kunda to go
anywhere else. His firm determination was to stay on the bank
of the kunda, spend his time serving (eating) fruits, roots and
buttermilk from Vraja and ultimately to leave his body there.
atraiva mama samvasa ihaiva mama samsthiti (Vilapa
Kusumanjali)

"Here I will live and here I will stay".

With the same determination, éripéda Raghunatha prays:
"May the great souls who live around S$r1 Radhakunda be my
means of survival."

pratipade navananda, sumadhura sevananda,
yugalera arcana prabhave.
purakale santa gane, krsna premamrta pane,
vasa kore radhakunda-tire.
se sab mahanta gana, nama dhare mahdjana,
sabe mora Jvana upaya.
brahmanda tarite pare,  jane jane sakti dhare,
koto dine lutaibo paya?

"All the great souls who live on the bank of Radhakunda on
the strength of their sweet and constantly blissful worship of
the Divine Pair in previous lives, in which they drank the nectar
of love for Krsna, are my very life.

Each one of these great souls, who are called mahdjanas, is
able to save the whole world. How many days more, before I
can roll at their feet?
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VERSE 102:

yat kificit trna gulma-kikata-mukharh gosthe samastarn hi tat
sarvananda-mayarm mukunda-dayitar lilanukalarh param

sastrair eva muhur muhuh sphutam idarh nistankitam yacfiaya
brahmader api sa-sprhena tad idarm sarvarh maya vandyate

yat - what; kificit - slightly; trna - grass; gulma - bushes; kikata -
worms; mukham - and other insects; gosthe - in Vraja; samastam - all;
hi - certainly; tat - that; sarva - all; ananda-mayam - full of bliss;
mukunda dayitam - dear to Mukunda; lila - pastimes; anukalam -
favourable; param - greatest; sastraih - by the scriptures; eva - only;
muhuh muhuh - again and again; sphutam - clearly; idam - this;
nistankitam - established; yaciaya - by prayer; brahmadeh - by
Brahma and others, api - even; sa - with; sprhena - with desire; tad -
that; idam - this; sarvam - all; maya - by me; vandyate - being praised.

With great longing I praise Vraja’s blissful grass,
bushes, worms and insects, whose fortunes are desired
for by Brahma, Uddhava and others, whose glories are
repeatedly and clearly established by scriptures like
Srimad Bhagavata, who are very dear to Mukunda and
who assist Krsna in His pastimes.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Desiring to see and personally
serve Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha praises
Vraja’s grass, bushes, worms and insects in this verse, who are
all very dear to Mukunda and who assist Krsna in His pastimes.

Although they appear like insignificant blades of grass,
bushes, worms and insects to the external eyes, they are not like
the grass, bushes, worms and insects of this material world, who
have taken such a low and fallen birth amongst the 8.4 million
species of life due to their wicked and sinful acts in their
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previous lives. No, they are favourable assistants to the pastimes
of $ri Radha-Krsna! They are also required in Their pastimes,
just like the divine abode and the divine companions.

Hence, they are also divine companions in these
transcendental pastimes and are dearly beloved by Mukunda.

They are so fortunate to relish the sweetness of Mukunda’s
smile, which is white as Kunda-flowers as He jokes with Priyaji
and Her sakhis during His sylvan pastimes, and they are blessed
to relish His ever-so-sweet form, qualities and pastimes and be
touched by His hands and feet.

Some people may think:

"The blades of grass, bushes, worms and insects that were
present during Sr1 $r1 Radha-Krsna’s prakata-lila® may have
been the eternal companions of the Lord, but the blades of
grass, bushes, worms and insects that are present now during
the aprakata lila* did attain such wretched bodies due to their
sinful activities in the past." No, it is not like that!

The scriptures and the great souls see it like this: That which
is visible of the holy dhama during the aprakata-lila may be
transcendental, but out of mercy upon the living entities in this
world, it accepts both the form and nature of the material
planet earth. If not, then persons like us, who are bound to our
worldly activities (karma) would never be able to see this
transcendental abode or to reside there.

Therefore, just as the holy dhama is transcendental although
it assumes a material form, similarly, who knows which great,
offenceless souls have taken birth in Vraja as blades of grass,

55 The pastimes that were performed before everyone's eyes and were
recorded in Srimad Bhagavata and other scriptures. Ed.

56 The pastimes of the Lord that are still going on in Vraja, but are
invisible to all but the pure devotees. Ed.
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bushes, worms and insects to live there and to relish the
aprakata or nitya-lilas there?

The dacaryas say: Persons who commit the offence of
considering these creatures ordinary will not experience any
result from their bhajana or from an extensive stay in the
dhama (which can bestow prema even on one who stays there
for only one night).

Therefore the offenceless person who considers all the
blades of grass, bushes, worms and insects that reside in the
dhama to be transcendental will make his stay in the dhama a
success by attaining prema. This is the experienced conclusion
of the wise and learned.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "Knowing these glories, great
learned sages like Lord Brahma and Uddhava have desired to
take birth in Vraja as blades of grass, bushes, worms and insects.
This is seen in Srimad Bhagavata, which contains the essence
of the whole Vedanta.

In our commentary on verse 100, wherein Brahma prays
‘muda yatra brahma’ we have quoted the Bhagavata-verse tad
bhari bhagyam iha janma kim apyatavyam and its Tosani-
commentary.

S17 Uddhava Mahasaya has prayed similarly -
asam aho carana renu jusam aham syam
vrndavane kim api gulma latausadhinam

ya dustyajam svajanam arya-patham ca hitva
bhejur mukunda padavim srutibhir vimrgyam

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.47.61)

"Aho! I have an impossible dream! All the different bushes,
vines and herbs of Sr1 Vrndavana are most fortunate and
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blessed, for they can easily hold the foot dust of the
Vrajasundaris on their heads!

If T could attain the birth of any of these bushes, vines and
herbs, then I can also become blessed with the foot dust of the
Vraja-gopis, who have given up the path of morality and family-
virtues, which is so hard to give up, to eagerly and thirstily
worship the lotus feet of Mukunda. Such a position is coveted,
but not attained even by the Vedas!"

In this way, Lord Brahma and Uddhava pray for birth in
Vraja as a blade of grass or a bush, and all of their words have
been clearly mentioned by scriptures such as Srimad
Bhagavata, which is the essence of the Vedanta. éripﬁda
Raghunatha says: "

Full of longing, I praise the all-blissful blades of grass,

bushes, worms and insects of Vraja."

brahma uddhavadi yadera saubhagya kamana
nirantara kore sada koriya vandana
vrndavane kim api gulma latausadhinam;
bhagavata sastre ache yahara pramana
vraje yoto trna gulma kita patangadi;
krsna llara anukila sada lila sathi
krsna priya hoy tara sarvananda maya
vraja yoto trna gulma kitadi nicaya
sa-sprhe vandand kori tandera sakale
vancha-parti hoy yanhadera krpa-bole

"Full of longing, I always praise all the blissful blades of grass,
bushes, worms and other creatures of Vraja, who are so dear to
Krsna, who favourably assist Him in His pastimes as His
companions and whose fortunes have been coveted by Brahma,
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Uddhava and others, as has been proven in the Bhagavata-verse
vrndavane kim api gulma latausadhinam.
On the strength of their grace, I will have all my desires

fulfilled!"

VERSE 103:

bhraman kacche kacche ksiti-dhara-pater vakrima-gatair
lapan radhe krsnety anavaratam unmattavad aham
patan kvapi kvapy ucchalita-nayana-dvandva-salilaih
kada keli-sthanarh sakalam api sificami vikalah

bhraman - wandering; kacche kacche - close by; ksitidhara -
mountain; pateh - of the lord; vakrima - crooked; gataih - with
courses; lapan - uttering; radhe krsna - O Radhe! O Krsnal; iti - thus;
anavaratam - constantly; unmattavad - as if mad; aham - I; patan -
falling; kvapi kvapi - anywhere; ucchalita - welling; nayana - eye;
dvandva - pair; salilaih - with the waters; kada - when; keli - play;
sthanam - place; sakalam - all; api - even; siricami - I sprinkle; vikalah

- eagerly.

When will I wander around the slopes of Govardhana
Hill, constantly uttering "O Radhe! O Krsna!" as if being
mad, and when will I stumble around, overwhelmed by
feelings of ecstatic love, sprinkling Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava’s playgrounds with my tears?

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada

Raghunatha, who is the embodiment of love-in-separation,
reveals his aspiration to live in Vraja in great ecstatic agitation.
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Actually Sripéda Raghunatha’s heart is burning in a great fire
of lamentation out of separation, and with such a burning heart,
he falls on the bank of Sri Radhakunda and anxiously weeps,
desiring to see the Queen of his heart.

This sacred Stavavali-scripture is the culmination of this all.
It is as if the body of this sacred Stavavali-scripture is made of
his tears of love-in-separation.

Still, on the plea of praying for this condition himself, he
draws a very beautiful picture of living in Vraja in great ecstatic
agitation, a condition coveted by the loving devotees.

Vraja-dhama is a place to be in great ecstatic agitation. Here
the bhavuka (greatly sensitive and advanced) devotees are
never immersed in bodily happiness, spending the time eating
and sleeping and performing bhajana in a mechanical way, as a
person like me is doing.

This Vraja is a place to experience separation. bhajana here
consists of only tears.

In Brhad Bhagavatamrta, $1i Uddhava Mahasaya reveals his
experience of the mood of Vraja to Sri Narada and Gopa
Kumara -

tatraivotpadyate dainyam tat premapi sada satam
tat tacchanyam ivaranya sarid giryadi pasyatam
sada haha ravakranta vadananam tatha hrdi
maha santapa dagdhanam sva priyam parimrgyatam

(Brhad Bhagavatamrtam 2.5.242-243)

"When the saints see the void of the woods, rivers and
mountains of Vraja, they automatically get feelings of humility
and love simultaneously. They will loudly wail and lament and
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search for their beloved deity with anxious hearts, which burn
out of severe affliction."

The purport of this is, that the great souls who take shelter
of Vraja to do bhajana, always see the pastime-places, but they
do not see the playful pair, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, there.

This naturally causes agitation in their hearts, as a result of
which gradually humility and love are infused into the heart.

When humility awakens, the devotee considers himself very
fallen and unqualified, and at the same time, while prema
awakens, he develops a great eagerness for directly seeing his
beloved deity. Then the loving devotee, whose heart is burning
in the great fire of love-in-separation, wanders around
everywhere in Vraja lamenting and searching for his beloved
deity. This elevated condition is even more praiseworthy
than the direct meeting with the Lord.

This is because the Lord, Who is subdued by the love of His
devotees, generates such feelings of separation within the heart
of the devotee, so that He can relish the sweetness of this
condition of the devotee, while watching him from a hidden
place.

bhaktera prema cesta dekhi krsnera camatkara (C.C.)

"Krsna is astonished when He witnesses the activities of His
devotees."

When Sri Gopa Kumara was sent from Urdhva Dvaraka to
the terrestrial Vraja by Sri Uddhava and Narada, he attained
such an ecstatic condition.

It is described as such -

tam naradiyam anusrtya siksam sri krsna namani nija priyani
saﬁkir‘tayan susvaramatra lilas tasya pragayannanucintayams ca
tadiya lilasthala jatam etad vilokayan bhavadase gato ye
tayoh sva-citte karanena lajje katham parasmin kathayanyaham te
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sada mahartya karuna svarairudan-nayami ratrir divasas ca katarah
na vedmi yad yat sucirad anusthitam sukhaya va tat tad utarti sindhave
kathanicid apyakalayami naitat kim esa davagni sikhantare’ham
vasami kim va paramamytaccha susttala $ri yamuna-jalantah

(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.6.1-4)

Sri Gopakumara told Sri Janasarma: “O  brahmanal
Following the instructions of Sri Narada, I am chanting the holy
names of my beloved Sri Krsna and I am residing in Sri
Vrndavana, singing about and remembering His pastimes.
Although T have attained this ecstatic condition while
witnessing these pastimes of $11 Krsna and I have kept these
ecstatic feelings within the heart, I am feeling ashamed.

How will I reveal them to you? I was always weeping in great
anguish, pitifully crying “O Lord!” day and night.

I have practised this for a long time, but I don’t know if T did
this for attaining happiness or for being immersed in an ocean
of transcendental anguish. I could not ascertain in any way
whether I was residing in the flames of a forest fire or in the
cool water of the Yamuna! «

Actually, love for Sri Nanda-Nandana Gopala is full of
contrast. Sometimes it seems there is no limit to the bliss, and
again sometimes it seems there is no limit to the misery.
Sometimes it is delicious like nectar and sometimes it is more
burning than poison. And again sometimes, the nectar and the
poison, the relish and the scorch blend and become one!

bahir visa jvala hoy,
antara dnandamoy,

krsna premara adbhiita carita
(C.c)

-516 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

"Externally it is scorching like poison and internally it is blissful.
This is the wonderful nature of love for Krsna."

Sripéda Raghunatha says: "When will I wander around the
table lands of Sri Govardhana, constantly exclaiming: ‘O Radhe!
O Kirsna! like being mad, while searching for my most beloved
S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava?

At some places I may stumble and fall and sometimes I will
get up again, dance, sing and weep - when will streams of my
tears shower these transcendental playgrounds?"

Actually Sri Ripa and Raghunatha dasa and other
sampradayacaryas (teachers of the tradition of Caitanya-
bhakti), gave the greatest example of how to live in Vraja in such
an ecstatic condition.

written:

he radhe vraja devike ca lalite he nandasiino kutah
$ri govardhana kalpapadapa tale kalindi vanye kutah
ghosantaviti sarvato vrajapure khedair maha-vihvalau
vande ripa sanatanau raghu-yugau $ri jva gopalakau

"O Radhe! O goddesses of Vrajal O Lalite! O S$ri Nanda-
Nandana! Where are You? Are You at the base of a wish
yielding tree at Govardhana Hill, or on the bank of the Yamuna?
Where are You playing Your pastimes? This is Your Vraja-
dhama, where the stream of Your pastimes flows on eternally!
Alas! How unfortunate I am that I cannot see Your pastimes
here! Tell me where I should go to meet You!"

I praise Rupa, Sanatana, Raghunatha Bhatta, Raghunatha
dasa, Sri Jiva and Gopala Bhatta Gosvamis, who were thus
wandering all over Vraja like being mad, searching for their
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most beloved Sri-Sr1 Radha-Madhava in a very anxious state of
mind."
Srila Thakura Mahasaya also sings:

hari hari! ara ki emon dasa hobo?
e bhava samsara tyaji, — parama anande maji,
ara kobe vrajabhiime yabo
sukhamaya vrndavana, — kobe hobe darasana,
se dhali makhibo kobe gaya
preme gada gada hoiya, radha-krsna nama loiya,
kandiya bedabo ubharaya

nibhrta nikunje jaiya, astanga pranata hoiya,
dakibo ha radhanatha boli
kobe yamunara tire, parasa koribo nire,

kobe pibo karapute tuli
ara kobe emana hobo,  $ri rasa mandale yabo,
kobe gadagadi dibo taya
vamsivata chaya paiya, —parama ananda hoiya,
padiya rahibo tara chaya
kobe govardhana giri, dekhibo nayana bhari,
kobe hobe radhakunde vasa
bhramite bhramite kobe, e deho patana hobe,
kohe dima narottama dasa

(Prarthana)

"Hari Hari! When will I attain such a condition? When will I
give up this material household life and go to Vrajabhtimi,
immersed in transcendental bliss? When will I see blissful
Vrndavana and smear its dust on my body? When will I wander
around there, weeping and singing Radha-Krsna’s names with
a voice stuttering of ecstatic love? When will I go to the solitary
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groves, offer prostrated obeisances there and cry out ‘O Lord
of Radha!’?

When will T go to the bank of the Yamuna, touch her waters
and drink it from my cupped hands? When will I go to the Sr1
Rasa-mandala and roll around there in ecstasy? When will I
attain the shadow of Varhsivata in topmost ecstasy and remain
there? When will I fill my eyes with the vision of Govardhana
Giri and when will T reside at Radhakunda? The fallen
Narottama dasa says: When will my body fall when I thus
wander around?"

The Vina-like hearts of the great devotees all twang the same
tune of anguish of separation from living in Vraja.

Hence Sripﬁda Raghunatha’s anxious prayer -

nirantara ha radhe! he sri krsna! boliya;
unmattera praya ami pralapa koriya
govardhanera sanu-dese bhramana koribo;

premete vivasa anga dhaliya padibo
vyakulita citte sada koribo krandana;
yugala vilasa bhiami koribo sificana

ucchalita ankhi nire pankilo se sthale;
sukhe viharibe sada navina yugale

I will wander around the base of Govardhana Hill, constantly
exclaiming "Ha Radhe! Hey Sr1 Krsnal" as if being mad.
Overwhelmed by ecstatic love, I will drop my body and
constantly weep with an anxious heart. I will shower and
mudden the ground where Radha and Krsna always blissfully
play with streams of my tears.
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VERSE 104:

na brahma na ca narado nahi haro na prema-bhaktottamah
samyag jiiatum ihafjasarhati tatha yasyocchalan-madhurim
kintv eko baladeva eva paritah svardharh sva-matra sphutarm
premnapy uddhava esa vetti nitararh kit sa vrajo varnyate

na - not; brahma - Brahma; na - not; ca - either; naradah - Narada;
nahi - not; harah - Siva; na - not; prema - love; bhakta - devotee;
uttamah - by the greatest; samyak - completely; jiatum - knowable;
iha - here; afijasa - easily; arhati - is able; tatha - then; yasya - whose;
ucchalan - rising; madhurim - sweetness; kintu - but; ekah - one;
baladeva - Baladeva; eva - only; paritah - all; sarddham - along with;
sva - own; matra - by the mother; sphugam - clearly; premna - with
love; api - even; uddhava - Uddhava; esa - this; vetti - knows; nitaram
- constantly; kim - what; sa - he; vrajah - Vraja; varnyate - can be

described.

How can I describe this land of Vraja, whose welling
sweetness cannot be fully comprehended by even the
greatest loving devotees such as Lord Brahma, Narada
or Lord Siva, but can only be understood by Sri
Baladeva, His mother Rohini, and, - on the strength of
his great love - by Srila Uddhava Mahasaya?

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Sripada Raghunatha’s Vraja-
Vilasa-Stava is drawing to a close.

The ocean of love within his heart is churned by the
whirlwind of his humility.

éripéda thinks: "I am seated here to describe Sri-Sri Radha-
Madhava’s Vraja-dhama, which is deeper than millions of
oceans, which is hard to cross and very confidential.

- 520 -



Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavalt

Where is an insignificant living being like me, and where is
the boundless ocean of sweetness of the love and the pastimes
of S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their companions in Vraja,
which is so hard to bathe in? How many hundreds of steamers
have sunk in this vast and bottomless ocean, but I went into this
vast ocean with a mere small wooden raft! How ignorant of me!

Am I able to describe the billowing sweetness of this Vraja,
which cannot even be fully comprehended by the greatest
loving devotees like Brahma, Narada and Mahadeva?"

Brahma wanted to relish the sweetness of the Vraja-lila, but
out of ignorance, he stole Sr1 Krsna’s calves and cowherd boys,
who are His eternal transcendental companions of equal
strength, and thus became an offender.

The reason is, that a reverential worshipper can never relish
the sweetness of Vraja. Finally Brahma praised Sri Krsna to beg
Him forgiveness for the offence he committed and prayed that
he might take birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush,
so that he could be showered by the foot dust of anyone living
in Vraja.

Although Sri Narada was very eager to relish the sweetness
of Vraja, he could not do so in his ordinary external form of
Narada. Ultimately, with the assistance of Sriman Mahadeva
and Lord Brahma and on the order of the Supreme Lord, he
bathed in Narada-Kunda and attained the form of a gopi, so
that he was blessed with the eligibility to relish Radha and
Madhava’s sweetness.

Sriman Mahadeva came to Vimdavana, hoping to relish the
sweetness of Vraja, but when the Vraja-gopis saw him there,
they began to worship him, thinking it was possible to attain Sri
Krsna’s association through his grace.

Since they were able to attain S$r1 Krsna’s association as a
result of worshipping Sriman Mahadeva, he was named
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Gopisvara. Although Sriman Mahadeva came to Vraja to
worship the gopis and their Gopinatha, he finally became the
worshipable godhead of the gopis himself! So like this, aisvarya
is defeated by madhurya.

In this way, very big reverential lovers of the Lord are unable
to relish the sweetness of Vraja.

vidhi bhaktye vraja-bhava paite nai sakti
aisvarya jiiane vidhi marge bhajana koriya.

vaikunthe yay, catur-vidha mukti paiya.

raga-bhakte vraje svayam bhagavan pay;
vidhi-bhaktye parsada-dehe vaikunthe yay

(C.C.)

"Through regulated devotion one is unable to catch the mood
of Vraja. Devotees who worship in the reverential and regulated
way will attain Vaikuntha, where they attain one of the four
kinds of liberation.

Through raganuga-devotion, the devotee attains the original
Godhead in Vraja and through regulated devotion he attains
Vaikuntha-loka, where he will get a parsada-body
(transcendental companion of the Lord in Vaikuntha)."

Sﬁpﬁda Raghunatha says:

"Sri Baladeva and His mother Rohini fully relish the
sweetness of Vraja and have fully realized it."

The purport of this is, that the sweetness of Vraja can only be
known by the cowherders and cowherdesses who are from
Vraja itself (because they are vaisyas by caste).

Although Sri Baladeva, the son of Vasudeva, was born of a
ksatriya caste, he relished the sweetness of Vraja because He
accepted the mood of a cowherd boy, and although Rohini,
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Vasudeva’s wife, was a ksatriyani, she plunged into the vast
ocean of motherly love along with Mother Yasoda and fully
relished and realized the sweetness of Vraja due to her love
being non-different from Yasoda’s.

S$r1 Uddhava Mahasaya was sent to Vraja by S$r1 Krsna to
console the cowherders and cowherdesses and thus fully
realized the sweetness of Vraja. Although he was unable to give
up Sr1 Krsna’s company for even a moment, he stayed in Vraja
for ten months, thereby becoming totally immersed in its
sweetness considering himself completely blessed by
repeatedly praising the love in Vraja in ecstatic astonishment.
Finally, before he took leave, he sold his head to the lotus feet
of the gopis and began to glorify their supreme greatness,
praying for a birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush, so
that he could wear even one speck of their divine foot dust on
his head.

Sripﬁda Raghunatha says: "How will I be able to describe the
great glories of Vraja’s sweetness?"

brahma narada mahadeva o prema bhaktottama;
ucchalita madhuri yara ananta astima
samyak janite yaha hoy asamartha;
baladeva rohini-mata janite samartha
prema bale $rt uddhava niscoyi kichu jane;
ki rape varnana kori sei vrndavane

"How can I describe this Vrndavana, whose endlessly welling
sweetness cannot be fully known even by the greatest loving
devotees like Brahma, Narada and Mahadeva? Only Baladeva
and Rohini know it, and on the strength of his love certainly also
Sri Uddhava knows some of it."
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VERSE 105:

anyatra ksana-matram acyuta-pure premamrtambho-nidhi
snato’py acutya-sajjanair api samarh nahar vasami kvacit
kintv atra vraja-vasinam api samarh yenapi kenapy alam
sammlapair mama nirbharah prati muhur vaso’stu nityarh mama

anyatra - elsewhere; ksana - a moment; matram - only; acyuta -
Krsna; pure - in the abode; prema - love; amyta - nectar; ambho-
nidhih - ocean; snatah - bathed; api - even; acyuta - Krsna; sajjanailh
- by the saints; api - even; samam - equal; na - not; aham - I; vasami -
I reside; kvacit - ever; kintu - but; atra - here; vraja-vasinam - of the
people of Vraja; api - even; samain - equal; yena - by whom; api - even;
kenapi - by anyone; alam - greatly; samiapaih - by speaking casual
topics; mama - my; nirbharah - being absorbed; prati - each; muhuh
- repeatedly; vasah - reside; astu - let it be; nityam - eternally; mama
- my.

I will not live in any other abode of the Lord, even if it
is showered by an ocean of love of God or even if I have
the company of pure devotees there.

I would rather just discuss casual topics even with
those Vrajavasis who have no love for the Lord, as long
as I can always live in Vraja with great devotional
attachment!

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada
Raghunatha reveals his fixation in living in Vraja.

The world that we see is a transformation of the material
illusory energy, but the holy dha@ma instead is a transformation
of the internal conscious energy. The holy dhama is established
in the sandhini-sakti (the existence-potency of the Lord).
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The Upanisads also say - sa bhagavah kasmin pratisthita iti
sve mahimni (Chandogya Upanisad 7.24)

"Where is the Lord situated? In His own glories, or His own
inconceivable opulence."

The holy dhama is transcendental, eternal and supernatural.
It is the Lord’s eternal playground and it is invisible to the
physical eyes. There are hundreds of scriptural quotations to
prove that.

avirbhavas tirobhavo bhaved atra yuge yuge; tejomayam
idam ramyam adrsyam carma-caksusa

"The holy dhama is eternal, everlasting, full of great
effulgence and invisible to the physical eyes. The Lord appears
and disappears in it in every age".

Just as the conscious Supersoul appears in the material body,
which is made of the five inert elements, but remains
completely separate from it, similarly the transcendental holy
dhama remains completely uncontaminated, although it
appears within the inert material world. And just as the
Supersoul is not destroyed when the body is destroyed,
similarly, the holy dh@ma remains situated in its transcendent
nature even when the material world is destroyed.

It is therefore certain that by living in the holy dhama, one
will attain residence in the transcendental kingdom of God. By
living in the holy dhama especially, the surrender of the
practising devotees reaches perfection, one attains favourable
association of the devotees and the most favourable conditions
for performing bhajana sadhana.

Someone may say: "Sripﬁda! All the abodes of the Lord are
eternal and transcendental! You can also live in another abode
of the Lord, can’t you? If you can be so fortunate to have more
devotee-association in another abode of the Lord and more
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opportunities to perform prema-sadhana, and if you can only
spend your time in Vraja-dhama, discussing profane village-
topics with non-devotees, then isn't it better for you to reside
in other divine abodes like Dvaraka?"

To this he replies: "What to speak of the fortune of better
opportunities for prema-sadhana, even if I was so fortunate to
constantly plunge into an ocean of prema and associate with
many great devotees in another abode, I would still not desire
to live in any other abode of the Lord even for a moment.

I would rather spend my time living in Vraja with great
attachment, speaking nonsense with a person who has no love
for Krsna!"

From this we can understand that, what to speak of going out
of Vraja into the mundane world, Sripﬁda Raghunatha would
not even leave Vraja to go to any other abode of the Lord for
even a moment, even if he could get the opportunity to relish
the mellows of love of God in the association of great devotees
there.

This is because living in Vraja is favourable for the practice
of the sweet rasa of the vraja-rasa-nistha-sadhakas (the
practising devotees who are fixed in the mellows of Vraja) to the
extent, that they cannot find this in any other abode of the Lord.

It is particularly this fixation in the dha@ma, which is desired
for by the worshipable deity, because the fixation of a devotee
in the playground of his beloved deity is indicative of his fixation
in his beloved deity.

Almost all the Gaudiya Vaisnavas know that Siddha Srila
Krsna dasa Babaji Maharaja of Ranabadi desired to leave Vraja
to have darsana of the four dhamas, but Dhamesvari Sri
Radharani forbade him to leave Vraja to go to another abode.
Srila Baba considered this but a mere dream and went to
Dvaraka, where he received the tapta-mudra (heated stamp).
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When Baba returned to Vraja, S$r1 Radharani appeared to
him in a dream and told him that he had become an associate
of Sri Satyabhama and that he should leave Vraja to go to
Dvaraka. As a result, Baba’s divine body slowly burned to ashes
in the fire of separation from Sri Radha. This is the most clear
evidence of how $r1 Radharani and Her exclusive devotees act.

Hence Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written:

kim no bhapaih kim nu devadibhir va svapnaisvaryotphullitaih kim ca muktaih
sanyalambair vaisnavair vapi kim nah srimad vrnda-kananaikanta bhajam
Sam sarvesam aprayasena datri dvi traikanti prema matraika patrt
anandatma sesa sattoa nidhatri sri vrndatavyas tu me’ndhasya dhatri

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 1.25-26)

"What for do we, who are exclusively fixed on Vrndavana,
need the kings, demigods or the dream-like opulences that
cause the liberated souls to blossom? And what do we need the
Vaisnavas who aim at attaining Vaikuntha-loka for?"

"May Vrndatavi, which easily delights all persons, which is
the object of love for only two or three (very few) persons, and
which bestows transcendental bliss on all living entities, protect
a blind person like me."

He also says:

sodhva’pi duhkani suduhsahani tyakto@’pyaho jati kuladikani
bhaktva svapakair api thutkrtani vrndatavt vasam aham karisye

"T will always live in Vrndatavi, tolerating even intolerable

suffering, giving up all my caste-and family-duties and eating
even the food that was spat out by the dog eaters there."
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anya hari-dhame yadi prema bhakta sange;
snana kori nitya prema samudra tarange
tabu e vasana nahi chadi vrndavana;
anya dhame vasavasa kori eka ksana
kintu vrajavasi madhye kon-o prema sanya;
tara sange vrthalape-o nija mani dhanya
atwa asakti saha ei virndavane;
cira vasa hok mora cahi prati ksane

"Even if I can eternally bathe in the waves of the ocean of
prema with other loving devotees in another holy dhama, I will
not leave Vrndavana to go to any other abode for even a
moment. But even if I can speak nonsense with a Vrajavasi who
has absolutely no love for Krsna, I will consider myself to be
blessed. May I always live in this Vrndavana with great
attachment."

VERSE 106:

ragena riipa-maijarya raktikrta-muradvisah
gunaradhita-radhayah pada-yugme ratir mama

ragena - with passion; riipa mafijaryd - Rapa MafijarT's; rakti-krta
- made attached; muradvisah - Krsna; guna - by attributes; aradhita -
worshipped; radhayah - of Radha; pada - feet; yugma - pair; ratih -
loving attachment; mama - my.

May my loving attachment live in the lotus feet of Sri
Radha, Who is worshipped by all the divine attributes
such as cleverness and to whom Riipa Maiijari has
passionately made Krsna very attached.
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : After praising the holy dhama
and Sri S$11 Radha-Madhava and Their associates, Sripﬁda
Raghunatha now prays for his most precious aspiration - $r
radhayah pada-yugme mama ratir astu

"May I love the lotus feet of Sri Radha." This is the practice
and this is the goal. This is the highest treasure that is aspired
for by the Gaudiya Vaisnavas who are endowed with radha-
snehddhika rati (a greater love for Radha than for Krsna).

As a result of being exclusively fixed on the lotus feet of Si1
Radha, all the desires of Vrmdavana’s rasa-sadhakas are
fulfilled.

One may ask: "The Gaudiya Vaisnavas are yugalopasakas:
they worship and serve $11 Radha-Madhava and meditate on
Them. How can love for only Sr1 Radha’s feet be their goal?
Shouldn’t they aspire for love for the lotus feet of the Divine
Pair?"

As an answer to such questions it is said: "There is absolutely
no difference between love for the Pair’s lotus feet and love for
Radha’s lotus feet. Rather, love for Radha’s lotus feet
automatically brings love for the Divine Pair and service to
Their lotus feet to even greater perfection.

Although the practising devotee, who is fixed in Radha’s lotus
feet, does not want Sr Krsna, Sri Krsna Himself comes out
searching for him to make him His.

Sri Radha is known as Krsnamayi, krsnamayt krsna yara
antara bahire (C.C.) "Krsnamayi means She whose inside out
is Krsna".

Through Sri Krsna, Sri Radha is worshipped. Therefore, how
can Radha be worshipped and how can love for Her lotus feet
be accomplished without Krsna? Therefore although they are
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yugalopasakas, the Gaudiya Vaisnavas always think themselves
to be Radha’s maidservants —

"T am Radha’s. I have exclusively given my heart to Her!"

This is why Sripﬁda Raghunatha desires love for Sri Radha’s
lotus feet.

What this Sri Radha is like is described in this verse —

Sri Radha is worshipped by all the attributes, like cleverness.
She, who is always worshipped by all the divine qualities, is Sri
Radha.

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavatyakificana sarvair gunais tatra
samdsate surah (Bhag. 5.18.12)

"The demigods and all great attributes always reside in he
who has unalloyed devotion for the Lord."

sarva maha-guna-gana vaisnava-sarire;
krsna bhakte krsnera guna sakala saiicare

(C.Cc)

"All the great qualities reside in the Vaisnava’s body. All of
Krsna’s attributes are infused into the devotee of Krsna."

If all of Krsna’s attributes are infused within the insignificant
living entities when they are devoted to the Lord, then is it any
wonder, that all the divine attributes are worshipping Sri
Radha, Who is the quintessence of the Lord’s pleasure potency,
the embodiment of the mahabhava known as madana and
Prema Laksmi, the supreme goddess of love?

Actually, any attempt of an ordinary person to count Sri
Radha’s endless qualities are nothing else but ridiculous.

yara Sad-guna ganera svayam krsna na pana para;
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tara guna ganibe kemone jiva chara?
(c.c,)

"Even Krsna Himself cannot find the end to Her great qualities;
how could any insignificant living being count them?"

Srila Ripa Gosvami has mentioned 25 of Sri Radha’s
sweeter-than-sweet qualities, which are suitable for the
madhura rasa —

atha vrndavanesvaryah kirtyante pravara-gunah
madhureyam nava vayas calapangojjvala smita
caru saubhagya rekhadhya gandhonmadita madhava
sangita prasarabhijiia ramya-van narma pandita
vinita karuna-pirna vidagdha patavanvita
lajja-sila sumaryada dhairya gambhirya saliny
suvilasa mahabhava paramotkarsa tarsini
gokula prema vasatir jagac-chrent lasad yasah
gurvarpita guru sneha sakhi pranayita vasa
krsna priyavali mukhya santatasrava kesava
bahuna kim gunds tasyah sankhyatita harer iva

"She is sweet and young; She has restless eyes and a bright
smile; She has beautiful lines of fortune on Her hands; Her
fragrance intoxicates Madhava; She is expert in singing; She
speaks charming words; She is expert in joking; She is humble,
full of compassion, clever, shy, respectful, patient, grave and
playful.

She thirsts after (giving Krsna) the pinnacle of maha-bhava;
She has Her residence of love in Gokula (Vraja); Her glories
pervade the whole universe; She is the object of Her superiors’
affection; She is subdued by the love of Her girlfriends and She
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is the chief of all of Krsna’s beloveds. Indeed, She fully controls
Kesaval

What more can I say about Her attributes? They are
innumerable, just like Hari’s!"

In the Radha-prakarana-chapter of his scripture Sii Ujjvala
Nilamani, Srimat Riipa Gosvamipada has made an analysis of
each of these qualities by citing examples. Anyone who wants
to know these details should consult this book.

Srila Raghunatha says:

"Sr1 Riipa Maiijari passionately makes $r1 Krsna attached to
Her."

The sakhis and maijarts are engaged in making Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava attached to Each other by describing the
One’s forms and qualities to the Other. The transcendental rasa
would not be nourished if They had to extend this passion
Themselves, without the aid of the sakhis and maiijaris.

Hence it is said that although the love of Radha and Madhava
is all-pervading, it is dependent on the assistence of the
sakhis and manjaris for its nourishment.

Sripada Raghunatha das covets love for the lotus feet of Sri
Radharani, Who is Krsna’s most beloved and a mine of
innumerable qualities such as cleverness.

There is also another meaning to this verse, namely:

"May I love the lotus feet of Rapa Maiijari, who colours Sri
Krsna with the incomparable flavours of her heart’s passionate
love and worships Sri Radharant through her own incomparable
qualities."

In other words: "Sr1 Ripa Maijari always keeps Sri-Sri
Radha-Madhava subdued by her incomparable passionate love
and her divine love-born qualities. If T can love the lotus feet of
this Rapa Maiijari, all my desires will swiftly be fulfilled".
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Thus Sripﬁda Raghunatha has simultaneously given two
meanings to this concluding verse of Vraja-Vilasa-Stava,
showing that he covets love for the lotus feet of his most
beloved Sri Radharani and Sri Riipa Maiijari. This is the highest
aspiration for the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. All glories to Sripﬁda
Raghunatha’s wonderful expertise in the art of poetry!

$r1 ripa manjart krsne anuraga rase;
raijita koriya yara koriyache vase
vaidagdhyadi guna dvara yini aradhita;
sei radha pada dvandve rati hok sada

"May I love the lotus feet of Radha, Who is worshipped by
all the divine attributes like cleverness and Who subdues Krsna
because He has been coloured by the flavours of Sri Ripa
MaiijarT’s passionate love!"

Or:

hrdayera atulana anuraga rase,
radhandthe yini sukhe kori suraiijita
apurva madhura gunavalira parase;
$ri radhare atisaya koila anandita
sei $ri ripa maiijarira carana kamala;
eka matra gati mora ekanta sambala

"The lotus feet of Sri Ripa Maiijari, who pleases Radha’s
Lord by colouring Him with the matchless flavours of her
passionate heart and who greatly delights Sri Radha with the
touch of her wonderfully sweet qualities, are my only shelter
and my only resort!"
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VERSE 107:

idarh niyatam adarad vraja-vilasa-nama-stavar
sada vraja-janollasan-madhura-madhuri-bandhuram
muhuh kutuka-sambhrtah paripathati ye valgu tat
samaih parikarair drdham mithunam atra pasyanti te

idam - this; niyatam - regularly; adarad - respecttully; vraja
vilasa - the pastimes or the manifestation of Vraja; nama -
named; stavam - praise; sada - always; vraja-jana - the people
of Vraja; ullasat - delights; madhura - sweet; madhuri -
sweetness; bandhuram - beautiful; muhuh - repeatedly; kutuka
- eagerness; sambhrtah - filled with; paripathanti - who recite;
ye - those; valgu - lovely; tat - that; samam - equal; parikaraih -
with companions; drdham - firmly; mithunam - pair; atra - here;
pasyanti - will see; te - they.

Those who regularly, eagerly and respectfully read
this Vraja Vilasa Stava, which is so beautiful and graceful
because it reveals the sweetness of the people of Vraja,
will certainly see the enchanting Divine Pair and Their
associates in Vraja.

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada
Raghunatha describes the benediction (phalasruti) on reciters
of Vraja Vilasa Stava.

In this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, the most sweet abode of Vraja and
the Lord’s associates in Vraja are being praised. Like a river in
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autumn®, this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava is filled to the brim with the
sweeter-than-sweet ecstatic love of the Vraja-associates and the
sweet flavours of the Vraja-pastimes.

Therefore Sripéda Raghunatha has justly named this stuti
Vraja-Vilasa-Stava. The hearing and chanting of this stava
brings the pastimes of $ri-Sri Radha-Madhava in Vraja before
the glorifier in a crystallised form.

Hence it is said that this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava is very beautiful
and graceful due to its evident sweetness, and that those who
always respectfully and eagerly recite this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava
will certainly see the enchanting Divine Pair (manojiia
mithuna) ,Sr1 Sri Radha-Krsna, and Their associates in Vraja-
dhama.

The Manojia-Mithuna $ri-Sri Radha-Madhava are a
billowing ocean, full of endless sweetness and beauty.

Sr1 Sri Radha-Krsna are the summit of all sweetness in the
kingdom of God. $r1 Krsna is Himself the embodiment of
sweetness- madhuryam eva nu (Krsna Karnamrta).

The endless ecstatic astonishment that awakens within the
heart of one who witnesses the meeting of this boundless
billowing ocean of sweetness with Sri Radharani, can only be
known through experience; it cannot be expressed through
words by anyone. By using the word valgu, Sripada
Raghunatha has only given a slight indication of the endless
sweetness and beauty of the Divine Pair.

One may ask here: “The saints and the scriptures proclaim
that after attaining prema as the culmination of the practice of
bhajana, the sadhaka will meet the Lord face to face. Perhaps

57 In India, the rivers in autumn are bursting with water flowing down
from the mountains after the heavy rains in the monsoon, the season
preceeding autumn. Ed.
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the sadhaka’s bhajana will be nourished by hearing and
chanting these stavas and stotras, but how is it possible that it
makes him attain the direct vision of the Lord, which is the
culmination of prema?”

This is true, but some items of bhajana are so powerful that,
just like a mantra, they will attract the Lord to become
immediately visible to the offenceless sadhaka’s eyes.

Similarly, this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, which is filled with the
sweet flavours of Vraja and the Lord’s associates in Vraja, will
act like a powerful mantra to attract S$ri-Sri Radha-Madhava
and make Them visible to the eyes of the respectful devotee-
reciter.

This is the merciful blessing of éripéda Raghunatha, the seer
of the mantra of Vraja-rasa, on the sadhakas of the world and
this is yet another cause of the reciter of this Stava becoming
able to perceive the Yugala Kisora.

After all, krsna taha pirna kore mage yei bhrtya; bhrtya
vancha parti vina krsnera nahi anya krtya (C.C.)

"Krsna fulfills all the desires of His servant. Krsna has no
other business than to fulfill the desires of His devotees."

vrajera prakasamana madhurt visese;
‘vraja vilasa stava’ nama atia ullase
nitya sadarete yei anandita mane;
stava ratna patha kore koriya niyame
manojita mithuna marti yugala kisore;
darasana dena tare saha parikare
raghunatha dasa krta “vraja vildsa stava’;
rasika bhakata jane maha mahotsava
sei maha mahotsava koriya smarana;
hrde dhari dasa raghundathera carana
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‘haripada’ gana kore padavali-chande;
heribo e asa radha-krsna pada dvandve

"Anyone who always blissfully and respectfully recites this
jewel of praises, known as Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, which reveals the
particular sweetness of Vraja in great jubilation, will see the
Graceful Adolescent Pair and Their companions.

Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami's ‘Vraja-Vilasa-Stava’ is a great
festival for the rasika-devotees. Remembering this great
festival and holding the lotus feet of Dasa Raghunatha in his
heart, Haripada sings these devotional songs, hoping to thus see
the lotus feet of Radha and Krsna."

Thus ends Srila Raghunitha Dasa Gosvami’s Vraja
Vilasa Stava.

Commentary of Sr1 Radhakunda Mahanta Pandita Sri Ananta
Dasa Babaji Maharaja is named “Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya’

(a drop of the nectar of Stavavali), and was published in
Gaurabda 503 (1989 A.D.) from Sri Krishna Chaitanya Shastra
Mandir, Vrajananda Ghera, PO Radhakunda (district
Mathura), U.P., India.

Devotional songs in Bengali following each commentary were
composed by Dr. Haripada Sila.
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